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July 2022

to the July 2022 issue 
of the Clinton  United 
Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

Welcome . . .

In This Issue:

Our Joyful 
Noise

A Note from Pastor Jess

I’m so excited to be joining the Clinton United Methodist Church family! I 
am very much looking forward to meeting all of you, getting to hear your 
stories, and journeying with you in faith. Over the next few weeks, I hope 
you will take advantage of the meet-and-greets that we are planning 
because getting to know you all will take more than just Sunday mornings. 
I want to hear about you, our church’s story, what you’re excited about, our 
ministries and missions, and where we want the church to go in the future.

I know transitions are hard for all, and I am incredibly grateful for the 
church leadership who has already worked hard at welcoming me. I’m 
grateful for Pastor Brandon and his graciousness as he exited, as well 
as all who have offered hospitality and a warm welcome to me and my 
family. We already feel surrounded with the love of our new church family, 
and we’re so thankful.

Pastor Jessica

Senior Pastor

pastorjess@sentforothers.org

mailto:pastorjess%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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You’ve been an ordained elder for 10 years now. 
What do you love most about being a pastor? 

What I love most is walking with people. Journeying 
with folks through the ups and downs of life is a 
privilege that not many get to do for a living. From 
birth, baptism, confirmation, graduation, weddings, 
illness, to death: These are the big moments and 
transition times in life, and people turn to their pastor 
to shepherd them through. That’s an honor and a 
privilege, but there’s also a weight to that. To say the 
right thing, to bring the presence of God and the Holy 
Spirit’s peace, joy, and guidance. It is something that I 
love, feel like God created me to do, and I do not take 
the responsibility lightly. I also love helping people 
wrestle with their questions of faith and helping them 
to know that the questioning and wrestling is often 

more important than “arriving” at an answer.

You used to teach environmental science. How did you end up moving from teaching high school to 
being a pastor? 

I first felt called to ministry when I was in 7th grade. I told my mom, and she encouraged me to explore 
other ways of answering my call… because ministry as a pastor should be only for those who are 
“absolutely called.” So, I tried to find other ways of being in ministry and using my gifts to do God’s work in 
the world. I love science and I love people, so I thought I would marry the two. I got my teaching certificate 
in secondary science and taught environmental science for one year before realizing that Yes, I love 
teaching and Yes, I love science—but I was called to ministry. 

I was teaching the wrong thing. I was teaching high schoolers, who wanted to talk about life—and that’s 
what I wanted to talk about, too. I think science seeks to answer the hows, and religion wrestles with the 
whys. I’m called to help people wrestle with the whys of life.

You come from multiple generations of pastors. Tell us more about that. 

My mom was a pastor, and her dad was a pastor. Then his father became a local pastor in the Methodist 
Church after his son was ordained. Church is in my blood, but it’s not just something I do and value simply 
because I was raised in the church. 

I actually left church in college because I didn’t feel like I needed the institutional church. I thought, I’ve 
got enough faith; I’m good; I can do this on my own. But I chose to come back because I missed the 
community. I missed the family that comes with church, and it was that community aspect, the people 
that help you journey through faith and life, that brought me back. I reconnected with Bridgewater UMC, 
and that is where I answered my call to ministry. I’m a cradle Methodist, but it’s also a choice I made, and 
continue to make each day.

You moved from the shore to Clinton. Why?

My most formative years of growing up were when my mom served in Belvidere, NJ. This area is gorgeous! 
The trees. The rolling hills. The lakes and rivers. All of it. I am not a city girl. Yes, I love the beach, but I 
love the hills and the fields and the room to just breathe. I also love my family, and I have been 2 hours 
away from them for 13+ years. When I saw Clinton UMC was open, I knew it was a solid church. This is a 
community that I feel like my gifts could be a benefit to, and I think we’ll be a really good match. And it’s 15 
minutes away from two of my sisters! So, this is the best of three worlds for me: the beautiful area; family; 
and vocation.                                                                                                                             (continue to next page)

Pastor Jess Q & A
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Legend has it that Ernest Hemingway once penned a six-word story. Tell us 
the story of your theology in six words.

Embrace life, joy, family, God, love. 

What makes you proud to be a Methodist?

Many things! I love our theology of grace and Wesley’s understanding of 
the way of salvation; how we are all working on being perfected in Christ’s 
love. We never “arrive,” at least not to our knowledge, but we’re always 
striving toward it. I love our connectional system, even when it comes with 
challenges, because we support one another and none of us are alone in this. 
We can do so much more together than we could on our own. I love how we 
as Methodists hold together personal holiness and social holiness because 
it is not just about us and God—it is about us, God, and our neighbors, and 
it has to be all together. We’re taught that personal and social holiness are 
opposite sides of the same coin; we can’t fully love God without loving our 
neighbors. I think Wesley got that really, really right! Our passion for serving 
and mission lies at the heart of who we are as Methodists. We are warm-
hearted and have a faith that you feel and know in your bones, and can’t help 
but live out in your everyday life. 

What’s your favorite thing to do with your downtime? 

I love to cook. I love to garden. I love to play games; I’m a huge board game and card game person. I love 
to spend time with family, goof around with my girls, and go camping. I like to read, too; I often listen to 
audio books so I can enjoy two things at once!

Inflation Impacts Ministry, Too

Inflation may be hitting your household hard, but its impact is felt in the church, too. 

According to Horizons Stewardship, the cost of funding ministry is increasing by more than 8% annually. Think 
of the increases you’ve seen in your household, from utilities to supplies to services. Similar increases have 
hit the church as well. 

Making matters worse, churches are losing fundraising ground to other nonprofits. Over the last 50 years, 
the percentage of American giving to religion has fallen by half. And the pace of the decline is continuing 
to grow. 

Your gifts matter more now than ever. If you are financially able, please consider giving an extra gift or 
raising your contributions to Clinton UMC by 8%.

When you give, you help us continue our support for critical ministries, from kids’ ministries to music to 
spiritual development. You can give online, through your online bill pay, in person, or through the mail. If 
you have questions or need assistance, contact the church office. 

Thank you for your generosity! 
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Youth Ministry

JYM

June passed quickly as we painted with Bob 
Ross (video tutorial), cleaned and organized 
the youth room, celebrated our graduates, 
and ended with our mission trip to help with 
hurricane relief in Puerto Rico! July will start 
our Summer Of Fun which will include a trip to 
Ocean Grove, tubing, mini-golf, and more!

We will continue to meet in the youth room 
each Sunday from 5:30-7:30pm, unless noted otherwise. All youth entering grades 6-12 are welcome to 
join us at any time and dinner will be provided.

The upcoming JYM schedule will be as follows:
July 3 - JYM is CLOSED for some much needed rest
July 10 - TBD
July 17 - TBD
July 24-25 - Overnight in Ocean Grove
July 31 – Drive-In Movie

We are asking for dinner donations each Sunday to help feed our youth. If you are interested in donating 
dinner to the youth at any point, either on your own or as a small group, please visit this link or reach out to 
Jess Vega (jess@sentforothers.org) to sign up.

Jr. JYM

A junior youth group for students in grades 4-6! Jr. JYM is a once-a-month gathering that offers fun, 
games, community, and an introduction to JYM programming and opportunities. Our next meeting will 
be Sunday July 10 from 5:30pm-7:30pm in the youth room. We will join the JYM for a picnic and kickball.   
Friends are ALWAYS welcome. 

We ask that you would please continue to pray for our youth programs in the following ways:
• Pray for our summer program, that we may continue to meet and build relationships together.
• Pray for the physical health of our students, youth families, and leaders.
• Pray for our students’ missionary spirits as they navigate this world and begin to recognize people’s 
needs.
• Pray for spiritual growth, that the Holy Spirit would continue to plant seeds in the hearts of our students.

Jess Vega
Clinton UMC Youth Coordinator
908-397-7812 | jess@sentforothers.org
Romans 12:10-13 

NH Mission Center

Monthly Dinner at NH

You’re Invited

Dinner at North Hunterdon  |  Saturday, July 16, 5-6:30 pm*

North Hunterdon Campus

51 Route 635, Hampton, NJ

Please RSVP to the church office at 908-735-7025 or office@sentforothers.org or online.

*Can’t make it for dinner? Pick up from 4-5 pm. RSVP required.

mailto:jess%40sentforothers.org?subject=
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4fa5ab2aabfec34-jymdinner
mailto:jess%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
https://www.sentforothers.org/newnorth-hunterdon/nh-rsvp
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Care Committee

Our weekly Sunday morning fellowship time, held 
after worship and enjoyed by so many, is staffed each 
week by those who are willing to serve others.  Anyone 
interested can stop by the kitchen on Sunday morning 
to learn more and see the bulletin board to commit 
to lending a hand to this important ministry.   Please 
consider volunteering for this important mission 
opportunity.

Contact the church office for details: Email: office@
sentforothers.org,  Phone: 908-735-7025. 

Shop Rite Cards for Sale

Every Sunday, Shop Rite cards are available for sale in the 
social hall.

5% of all sales go toward our church mission.

Please come prepared with cash or check made out to CUMC.

Children’s Ministry

Kid’s Camp

August 8 - 12
9am ~ Noon each day

Bible stories, music, food, 
mission, outdoor games, 

and more!

Sign up online at 
www.sentforothers.org

Invite your friends

$20/child or $30/family
make checks payable to CUMC and mail to 

PO Box 3551 Clinton, NJ 08809

mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
http://www.sentforothers.org
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NH Thrift Shop Update

Why Now Is the Best Time of Year to Thrift at the North Hunterdon 
Thrift Shop
You never know what you’ll find when you go thrift-shopping, but 
if there’s a time of year that you really want to go thrifting, it’s now 
and over the next month. 

Inventory at the Thrift Shop is awesome. All green, orange, and red-
tagged items are only $1. Shoes and jewelry will be 50% off, too. If 
you like to read, you’ll love our “Basket of Books” sale. Throughout 
July, shoppers can buy a basketful of books for only $2. You’ll find a 
wide variety of books for children and adults in excellent condition. 

The shop thanks those who donated shoes to our spring Shoe 
Drive Mission, which will end July 2. Over 200 pairs of shoes were 
donated to the nonprofit Soles4Souls to help others in less-
developed countries. After the drive, the shop will continue to 
collect shoes of all types, conditions and sizes for donation to 
Soles4Souls.

In addition to shoes, the shop is accepting donations of clean, good-quality clothing and home goods.  In 
July, the shop is especially seeking donations of jeans, kids’ clothing and high school and college supplies, 
including gear and home goods for dorms and apartments. Please place donations in the outside donation 
shed any day, whether the shop is open or closed. Donations are tax-deductible, and tax receipt forms are 
available in the donation shed or at the front desk.

Volunteers Needed: Anyone who wants to be part of an amazing mission and team, meet new people, and 
get a great discount is encouraged to become a thrift shop volunteer! If interested or for more information 
about the shop, call 908-735-0177 or email office@sentforothers.org.

Happy 4th of July,
Jane Treece, 
Lead Volunteer

Thank You Note

Dear Brandon, Beth, and CUMC leaders,

Thank you for the generous gift card to the Clinton House.  Don and I are going to use it to celebrate Don’s 
78th birthday and our 55th wedding anniversary.  Your kindness is appreciated!

Sincerely,
Don & Jane (Treece)

P.S.  Don and I couldn’t tackle the Thrift Shop without your support.  God Bless!

mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Rainbow Team Update

Thank you for participating in Clinton UMC’s Reconciling Ministry 
Straw Poll! Roughly 2/3 of respondents said they were in favor 
of joining the Reconciling Ministry Network, and roughly 1/3 said 
they were not. You raised several important questions that we 
will look at together over the next several months.

Our next steps will include exploring together what reconciling, 
welcoming, and affirming look like, as well as hearing about the 
experiences of the LGBTQ+ community with the church. You’ll 
hear more in Sunday messages, emails, special programs, and 
so forth. We will also incorporate the questions raised into the 
Rainbow Team FAQ document.

Our Clinton UMC informational page on our website will be 
updated in the coming weeks. If you have additional questions 
or want to have a conversation, please reach out to a member of the team. We’d love to talk with you. 

The Rainbow Team:

Pastor Jessica Brendler Naulty, Kelly Lewis, Kathleen Morgan, Beth Crawford, Margaret Drew, Emily Dunn, 
Ken Holland, Molly Padmos, Jill Puleo, Nick Tonzetich, and Jess Vega. 

Quilters

In late April the CUMC Quilters participated 
in a quilt drive for Ukrainian refugees 
organized by a quilt shop in Florida. We 
sent five quilts and seven pillowcases to the 
drive. 

Quilted Twins in Dade City, Florida is 
owned by twin sisters Rachel Woodard 
and Becky Peterson. Rachel runs the quilt 
shop in Florida and Becky is currently 
living in Poland. Becky’s husband is pastor 
of a church in Poland. She has started an 
outreach project for Ukrainian refugees. 
Most recently, her husband has started 
making trips into Ukraine to deliver 
items. You can find Becky’s blog which 
includes updates on their mission at blog.
quiltedtwins.com. 

Thanks,

Chris Rice

http://blog.quiltedtwins.com
http://blog.quiltedtwins.com
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Church Seasons

Prayer Chain

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to receive 
the prayers of our people each week.  We appreciate every 
prayer that is lifted for healing and comfort for those who 

are in a time of need.  

Call or email your request to the church office: office@
sentforothers.org or 908-735-7025. Prayer is a treasure that 

is never exhausted.

Moms’ Group

Our Moms’ Group will meet Friday, July 16 at 6:30 pm in 
the social hall.  Want to learn more?  Contact Jill Puleo at 

908-455-0706 or  jillpuleo@comcast.net.

The second period of Ordinary Time, the Season after Pentecost, follows the Easter cycle.  The word 
“ordinary” here does not mean “routine” or “not special.” Instead, it refers to the “ordinal numbers” (first, 
second, third, etc.) used to name and count the Sundays (such as the Third Sunday after Epiphany). 
This term comes from the Latin ordinalis, meaning “numbered” or “ordered,” and tempus ordinarium, 
“measured time.”

It begins the day after Pentecost (June 5) and continues to Advent. The purpose of this season is to support 
new disciples and the whole congregation in living out the gifts and callings discerned during the Easter 
Season and commissioned on the Day of Pentecost.

Every year, Christians experience the contrast between the central seasons of Christmas and Easter, where 
we see God in the events around the coming of Christ, and the in-between times, where we see, speak 
about and join God’s ongoing work in the world.

We thus experience two regular cycles of preparation, celebration and action in ministry each year, with 
the Ordinary Times as the primary periods of action.

The color for this season is green.

mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:jillpuleo%40comcast.net?subject=
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Photo Gallery
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Photo Gallery
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Jessica Brendler Naulty

Senior Pastor 
908-735-7025

Cell 908-400-2343
pastorjess@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025
office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Jess Vega
Coordinator of Youth Ministry

jess@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025
rose@sentforothers.org 

Eric & Erica Rasmussen
Digital Ministry Coordinators

erica@sentforothers.org

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Choir Coordinator

908-735-7025
choir@sentforothers.org

Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry

faith@sentforothers.org

mailto:pastorjess%40sentforothers.org%0D?subject=
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:jess@sentforothers.org
mailto:rose%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:erica%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:choir%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=

