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July 2020

to the July 2020 issue 
of the Clinton  United 
Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

Dear CUMC Family and Friends, 

Greetings in Christ!  How is it with your soul as you navigate through this 
Covid-19 pandemic?

This global health crisis has led us to a less-traveled road of life.  We’ve had 
to adapt to a new stay-at-home lifestyle and many Zoom meetings.  At the 
same time, we have experienced God’s grace in new and unexpected ways.

I am grateful to our church staff and lay leaders who have provided inspiring 
online worship services, midweek prayer services, virtual Sunday School 
with crafts and storybook readings, Instagram and other social media 
youth connections, Zoom community group meetings, and loving care and 
support for each other.  Thank you all for your faithful and creative ministries.

At the same time, I know we miss each other! I am mindful of the desire and 
need to return to our church facilities for worship, fellowship, and ministry.  
The Responsible Reentry Team has been formed to develop a reentry plan 
for various ministries prayerfully, incrementally, and safely for everyone.  
As a first step, we surveyed our church family and are in the process of 
analyzing the results.   

Our goal is that “Zero infection is spread by United Methodist activity.” 
Planning a physical return has a lot of moving parts, and I thank you for 
your understanding and patience as we work through them all. If you have 
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questions, comments, or ideas, please feel free to reach out to any one of the following team members:  
Nick Tonzetich, Steve Meier, Kelly Lewis, Dick Peete, Tara Seager, Elaine Peete, Jill Puleo, Greg Crawford, 
Beth Crawford, and Brandon Cho. 

We are all in this together.  We continue to pray for you and your loved ones.  Please stay safe and well.  
God bless you all.

In His Peace, 
Lead Pastor Brandon Cho

brandon@sentforothers.org • 908-735-7025 Ext. 1 

7/5 “The Desperate Father and the Uncertainty of Faith” Mark 9:14-29

7/12 “Peter and the Uncertainty of Forgiveness” Matthew 18:21-22

7/19 “The Crowd and the Uncertainty of Worry” Luke 12:22-34

7/26 “Lazarus and the Uncertainty of Mortality” John 11:38-44

8/2 “Zacchaeus and the Uncertainty of Surrender” Luke 19:1-10

8/9 “Jesus and the Uncertainty of Obedience” Matthew 26:36-46

A New Sermon Series: Embracing the Uncertain

Just turning on the news shows that we live in uncertain times.  Covid-19 pandemic, economic 
instabilities, eruption of violence, and natural catastrophes can alter the lives and landscapes of 

entire communities.  Our individual lives are often just as unsteady, relationships can break or strain, 
plans can falter, confidence can fail.  Most of us find uncertainty to be uncomfortable, preferring 

stability and a predictable future to an unknown fate. 

Embracing the Uncertain invites you to take a different perspective.  Instead of ignoring or hiding 
from life’s uncertainties, you can engage them with confidence and find a stronger faith in  

Jesus Christ along the way.
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2020 Lay Servants at CUMC 

Thank You Note 

The New Offering Plate
We are excited to recognize 
the following lay members 
of our church, who have 
successfully completed this 
year’s Lay Servant Training.  
They have been trained in 
depth to serve in various areas 
of ministry, such as worship, 
preaching, teaching, small 
groups, membership care, 
and mission.  Congratulations 
to the servant-leaders of our 
church. 

There’s no question: Giving online feels different 
from putting an offering in a plate that’s passed after 
an inspiring sermon. 

Like so many other things, Covid-19 has changed 
giving for the time being. But it hasn’t changed why 
we give:

• Giving is an act of worship that says “thank you” 
to God for God’s generous provision

• Giving shows trust that God will continue to 
provide

• Giving fuels Clinton UMC’s goal of sharing God’s 
love as far as we can

If giving online or by mail feels different to you, here 
are some ideas for connecting with God in that 
moment of giving: 

• Before you give, take a moment to thank God 
for all the good gifts you’ve received

• Write some of those gifts down, and keep your 
list for a while 

• Write down why you give. Each person’s answer 
is unique to them

• Ask God to give you the gift of generosity and to 
bless and multiply your gift 

• Think of what your gift will do (for example, 
help us teach kids about Jesus, support online 
services)

Thank you for your generosity. May your gifts bless 
Clinton UMC and you as well. 

Basic Lay Servants:
• Corbin Payne
• Mecan Payne
• Jess Vega

Advanced Lay Servants:
• Beth Crawford
• Greg Crawford
• Lu Guzman
• Kathleen Morgan
• Dick Peete
• Elaine Peete
• Jill Puleo

Dear Friends at Clinton UMC,

Thank you so much for your $600 donation, which will 
be used to allow CUMAC to continue to feed those in 
need.  Working in conjunction with other nonprofits in 
the Passaic County Pandemic Partnership, CUMAC 
has been able to serve people in completely new 
ways through food delivery and by packing and 
supplementing boxes of pantry staples that will help 
families make it through this difficult time.  At CUMAC, 
we are focused on being a source of strength and 
assistance for the members of the community, and it 
is because of the relationships that our staff has with 
our clients that we hear stories of how the work we 
do has impacted their lives.  We are grateful for your 
partnership and generosity.

With deep gratitude,  
Bridget Galvin, Development Coordinator
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Youth Ministry

It has been a crazy and uncertain time for our world, 
our community, our church and our youth group. We 
desperately miss seeing our students, worshipping 
with them, sharing laughs, and making memories. 
At this time, we are putting together a plan that will 
allow us to meet together, as a youth group family, 
while of course protecting everyone’s safety and 
health! 

Unfortunately, a lot of our original plans for this 
summer have been canceled. We are very sad to 
miss the Creation Music Festival, our mission trip 
to West Virginia, and the opportunity to serve local 
children through Vacation Bible School. However, 
we are very excited to start meeting again in the near 
future, and we are thankful for the health of all of our 
students, leaders, and their families. 

We ask that you please pray for our youth program in 
the following ways: 

• Pray for physical health for our students, youth 
families and leaders 

• Pray for mental and emotional health during this 
uncertain time in our world 

• Pray for spiritual growth, that the Holy Spirit 
would continue to plant seeds in the hearts of 
our students 

• Pray for our summer program, that students 
would come together in the name of fellowship 
and growing closer to Jesus 

• Pray for our fall program, that pieces would fall 
into place for us to continue to meet together 
and grow in our faith 

~ Mecan Payne, Director of Youth Ministries
mecan@sentforothers.org  908-735-7025



5

Our Children’s Ministry 
has continued to provide 
resources and activities to 
children and their families this 
past month. We have some 
great craft projects waiting 
to be put out in our craft 
bin, and our Sunday school 
students have been creating 
crafts of their own based on 
our Sunday YouTube videos. 
As we head into summer, we 
are planning on introducing 
new programs. Stay tuned to 
see what we have in store!

Peace,

Children’s Ministry

~Faith Evers, Director  
of Children’s Ministry 
faith@sentforothers.org

Dear Friends,

On behalf of the NORWESCAP Food Bank and those 
in the communities we serve, I would like to thank you 
for your generous donation of $600.00.  Your donation 
helps in our mission of aiding in the relief of hunger by 
providing food and support to non-profit charitable 
organizations throughout Hunterdon, Sussex and 
Warren counties.  Many in our community are hungry 
or at risk of hunger.  With every dollar donated, the 
NORWESCAP Food Bank is able to provide 14 pounds 
of food for distribution to a local family in need. 

Again, thank you for your generosity and helping our 
most vulnerable citizens.  Your support helps make 
a difference in their lives while providing hope for a 
better tomorrow.

With warmest regards, 
Helene Meissner 
Food Bank Director

Thank You Note
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Are you or someone you love going through a tough time? 
Our trained Stephen Ministers provide Christ-centered, 
confidential care to people who are hurting. They meet 

weekly with individuals and walk with them through 
difficult life situations, including grief, divorce, job loss, and 
illness. Stephen Ministers provide emotional support; they 

are not a substitute for professional counseling.

If you think you might need a Stephen Minister or want to 
learn more about Stephen Ministry, contact  

beth@sentforothers.org. 

Save the 
Date!

Help for Hurting People

Camp Creation 

VIRTUAL  
CAMP 

CREATION

August 3-7

Daily skits,  
stories & songs  

from Faith  
& friends
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Moms’ Group   

Book/Puzzle Exchange    

Our Moms’ Group is currently meeting  
once a week via Zoom. 

Want to learn more? Contact Jill Puleo at 
908-455-0706 or jillpuleo@comcast.net.

We would love to add you to our prayer chain 
to receive the prayers of our people each week.  

We appreciate every prayer that is lifted for 
healing and comfort for those who are in a time of 

trial.  You may also join us in the sanctuary each 
Thursday at noon to pray for our friends and loved 

ones.  Prayers may be sent to the church office 
through our app or email.  

Prayer is a treasure that is never exhausted.

Prayer Chain  

Our ministry of exchanging books and/or puzzles (no missing 
pieces) with the community is running smoothly. There is a bin 

on the front steps of the church for this purpose. If you don’t 
have one to trade that’s OK, take one anyway.   

Tell your friends!

Online Communion 

Upon Bishop Schol’s recommendation and blessing, 
we will offer you a virtual holy communion during the 
10 am on-line worship on Sunday, July 5.

Holy Communion, or the Lord’s Supper, is an invitation 
from Christ to take part in the special meal he shared 
with his disciples just before he was crucified.

It’s easy to be part of this special time. Just gather 
bread and juice -- or similar elements you have at 
home. Pastor Brandon will lead us through the liturgy. 
We hope you will join us at this table of love!
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CUMC Photo Gallery
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Dr. Brandon Cho

Lead Pastor 
908-735-7025 Ext. 1 
Cell 973-525-2888 

brandon@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025 Ext. 0 
office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Mecan Payne 
Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries

484-798-5339
mecan@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025 Ext. 4 
rose@sentforothers.org 

Corbin Payne 
Digital Ministry Lead 

908-735-7025 
corbin@sentforothers.org 

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Choir Director
908-735-7025

choir@sentforothers.org

Lauren Case
Worship Producer

lauren@sentforothers.org

Faith Evers
Director of Children’s Ministry

faith@sentforothers.org

Danielle Banes
Manager 

North Hunterdon Thrift Shop
danielle@sentforothers.org


