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July 2018

to the July 2018 issue 
of the Clinton  United 
Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

A Happy Life

A young chaplain at one of the colleges at Oxford University made it his 
point to interview all of the incoming freshmen.  He wanted to get to know 
them and to explain about the religious program that was part of their 
education.  After making his case for the program, the chaplain would be 
met by a hesitant freshman trying to explain that they do not believe in God 
and probably wouldn’t be signing up for the program.  

The chaplain would then reply, “Interesting.  And in which god do you not 
believe?”  The student would then muddle and struggle to talk through 
their atheism.  The chaplain would smile and comment on the fact that he 
and the student actually had a great deal in common.  After listening to the 
student describe who God is and why they wouldn’t believe, the chaplain 
would then comment that he didn’t believe in the existence of that kind of 
god either. 

We have ideas and thoughts about God. I wonder if throughout our lives we 
go through seasons where the concept of God needs to be refined. I am not 
speaking about an obliterating of the faith which we hold so dear, but a true 
remembering who God is.  

Welcome . . .

In This Issue:

Our Joyful 
Noise
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There is so much happening in our world.  At times we need to slow down and rest. This summer I invite you 
to rest.  I would invite you to fast from certain things that do not speak life to you.  

 Sent for others,

We are finishing up a series called, “The Happy Life.”  We are looking at what Jesus said about 
what it means to be blessed or happy.    Summer is a different season – it has a unique rhythm to 

it.  I would encourage you to remember who God is.  Let your faith be stirred in the words of Jesus.  
Listen again to a previous message you may have missed in the series or go back and listen again.  

Let Jesus’ words of blessing shape who God is for you.  

July 1 The Pure in Heart

July 8   The Peacemakers

July 15   The Persecuted  

Rev. Michael P. Smith, Senior Pastor 
michael@sentforothers.org 

908-735-7025 Ext. 1 

Sermon Series - The Beatitudes  
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The Call to Hunterdon County

A vision of a man from Macedonia came to Paul 
during the night. He stood urging Paul, “Come over 
to Macedonia and help us!” Immediately after he 
saw the vision, we prepared to leave for the province 
of Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to 
proclaim the good news to them.
     —Acts 16:9-10

Our recent sermon series, “The Call,” explored the 
why, where, and how behind our vision to become a 
multisite church and begin a new faith community in 
Hunterdon County. In case you missed it, highlights 
are below.

Why?
What the Macedonian man needed 2000 years ago 
and what people need today hasn’t really changed.  

People need Jesus.  People need to hear the good 
news that Jesus is the Christ, the son of the living 
God, who came to restore our relationship with God. 
This is the truth that we stand on and the reason the 
church exists.  

People need to know that God loves them, is for them, 
and sent Jesus to forgive their sins for eternity. They 
need to know God is walking this life with them here 
and now.   

And people need community to help them find that 
relationship with Jesus. There is a hunger to know 
and be known. It is through deep relationships and 
friendships that people can find Jesus and live a life 
of faith. 

Where? 
Our next campus, selected after much prayer and 
research, will be in Raritan Township. Like Paul, we’re 
going where the people are.  Raritan Township is:

• The largest and fastest-growing township in 
Hunterdon County

• A community hub

• Right outside the city gate (Flemington)

At the same time, a church should be more than 
just a location.  That’s what makes the church so 
transformative: It’s both a place and a gathering 
of people. Our aim is to create a new space where 
people can say, “Church is a place for me.”

How? 
We are not asking people to get up and go 
somewhere new next week.  In fact, we won’t ever 
stand up in front of the church and ask people to 
commit to going to this new campus. 

The launch of the new faith community will be broken 
down into four phases:

Phase 1: Prayer. We have to pray first.  This isn’t our 
church or our campus.  This is God’s church and God’s 
campus, and we want him to lead the way and have 
full authority over everything we do. So we will begin 
on our knees, praying boldly, but also with humility 
and reverence.

Phase 2: Events. We want to get involved in the 
community and show the people there that we are 
“for” them because God is “for” them. We’re starting 
with two summer events:

• Raritan Kids Camp 
• Family block party

Phase 3: Groups. Our goal is to begin with groups.  
As we have our events throughout the summer, 
we’ll begin inviting people to groups in the Raritan 
Township area. These groups will become the 
foundation for this new church, and by the time 
worship begins there will already be people 
committed to groups and ready to gather in a larger 
way. Groups will launch September 23.

Phase 4: Worship Launch. In December 2018 or 
January 2019, we will launch a worshipping campus 
in Raritan Township.  This campus will be birthed 
out of prayer, committed to being sent for others, 
and filled with groups.  It will be a place where new 
people can encounter our loving and living God in a 
new way. 

Update: We are currently in the prayer and events 
stage of campus development.  If you would like to join 
the prayer team or volunteer at the Outdoor Adventure 
Camp in Raritan, contact melissa@sentforothers.org
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Children’s Ministry

Our kids had a “super” month in Sunday School!  
Throughout the month of June we channeled our 
inner superheroes and learned about “Conviction – 
standing for what is right even when others don’t.” 
Just like superheroes stand for what is right, our kids 
learned how to show conviction from Jesus, Daniel, 
and his friends.  Our super theme continues into the 
month of July too, so fly down to join the fun!

In June, we also celebrated summer and Father’s 
Day!  The children hosted coffee hour on Father’s 
Day, making special treats and cards for dad.  It 
was a joy to see them serving!  Then on June 19, we 
started summer right with our Clinton Summer Kick-
0ff.  Families enjoyed an afternoon of great food and 
fellowship with games and activities for the kids.  It 
was a blast!

Finally, registration is open for our Summer Kids 
Camps!  Save the date for a week of camp fun, 
filled with games, crafts, service, and everyday faith.  
Clinton Kids Camp is for children ages 3 to 5th grade 
and will be held July 30 to August 3 from 9 am to 
noon.  

Registration is also open for our Outdoor Adventure 
Camp in Raritan Township.  Outdoor Adventure Camp 
will run from August 6 through August 10 at Lenape 
Park.  Visit www.sentforothers.org/events to register 
for both camps. 

Thank you again for your support of our children’s 
ministry.  If you have any questions or would like to 
volunteer for this important ministry, please contact 
Melissa Nyoni at melissa@sentforothers.org. 

Take Us With You Summer Schedule

Going somewhere fun this summer? Take Clinton 
UMC along!

With your app, you can: 

• Read our firstfive 
devotionals 

• Listen to sermons
• Give online

. . . all on your schedule. 
Don’t miss a thing! 

To download the app, 
go to the Apple app 
store or Google Play and 
search for Clinton UMC. 
Look for our stylized 
cross-and-flame icon.

Life is complicated. To make it just a little easier, 
we’re keeping our hours the same all summer long.

 
9:30 Traditional Service

11:00 Contemporary Service
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Our Moms’ Group meets one Saturday a month from
9:00 am to 11:00 am in the church social hall. 

Moms’ Group   

The next meeting date is: 
Saturday, July 14, from 9 am to 11 am

Babysitting is available but must be reservedin advance.  
All moms are welcome! 

Want to learn more? Contact Jill Puleo at 
908-455-0706 or jill.puleo@merck.com.

Youth Group Update
June was an exciting month in the life of Journey 
Youth Ministry!  Our youth spent the entire month 
prepping and organizing their summer mission, 
Reach 908. 

This summer, our youth have planned their very 
own local mission! Our youth have put in months of 
work planning a kids camp for the children in our 
church and local community. This will take place 
the first part of the day, Monday through Friday, 
July 30 through August 3. Their afternoons will be 
spent working on local service projects both at our 
church and within our community. Additionally, on 

Wednesday of that week, 
our youth will be hosting 
a BBQ for our church, the 
families of kids camp and all 
surrounding members of our 
community. In the evenings, 
our youth will participate in 
worship, hear talks from guest 
speakers, and partake in age-
appropriate small groups. 

We are so excited to be 
spending our week in mission loving on and serving 
the people of our local community. Our youth are 
very passionate about engaging with the children 
and families in our local area and are very excited 
to experience God’s hand in a way they have never 
before seen.  If you have any questions about Reach 
908 or would like to know how you can support our 
youth in their mission, please reach out to Mecan 
Payne at mecan@sentforothers.org.

~ Mecan Payne, Director of Youth Ministries
mecan@sentforothers.org  908-735-7025

June Events

Sunday, 7/1 Youth Group
Sunday, 7/8  Youth Group 
 Mission Planning
Sunday, 7/15   Youth Group 
 Mission Planning
Sunday, 7/22 Youth Group 
 Mission Planning
Sunday – Friday Reach 908 Week 
7/29 – 8/3
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On July 1, we welcomed friends from North 
Hunterdon United Methodist Church into our church 
as the merger became official. Worship services will 
be held at Clinton United Methodist Church, and the 
thrift shop will remain open as a mission site. 

The North 
Hunterdon 
Thrift Shop 
o f f e r s 
c l o t h i n g , 
h o m e 
g o o d s , 
and more 
to people 
who want 
to stretch 
their budget 
or reduce 
waste and 
p o l l u t i o n . 

Open Mondays, Wednesdays, and Saturdays, the 
shop is also known for the relationships it fosters. 
Volunteer Sheila McIntyre says of the customers, 
“We find out about their families…from babies through 
graduation. It’s an extended community.”

In addition to selling goods to the community, the 
store offers items for free to families with acute 
needs. “We’ve donated items to families who have 
been through a fire” and other hardships, according 
to Joan Boehm.

The thrift shop welcomes new volunteers who enjoy 
spending time with others and getting to know their 
stories. If you’re interested in volunteering, email 
info@sentforothers.org.

Welcoming North Hunterdon UMC      
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MissionPossible

Sent for others . . . in Lithuania

On June 10, we had the pleasure of welcoming back 
Hannah Schundler, who shared with us during our 
monthly Mission Moment all the exciting things she’s 
been doing in Lithuania. If you recall, about a year 
ago, she told us how God was leading her to take this 
bold step. Talk about trusting in God!

Hannah is heading back to Lithuania for her second 
year of ministry at LCC International University, 
a Christian college that serves students from 40 
countries around the world. She serves as the 
Discipleship Coordinator, leading Bible studies and 
retreats, discipling student leaders, assisting with 
chapel programming, overseeing a ministry for non-
Christian students and organizing the annual mission 
trip. Many students at LCC are not from Christian 
backgrounds and some have had little to no 
exposure to Christian education or ministry. Hannah 
asks for your prayers as she prepares to continue her 
work with students at this school.

It was great to hear Hannah’s stories of how God 
is working through her to change lives at LCC 
International.

If you are interested in learning more or receiving 
Hannah’s newsletter, please contact her at Hannah.
schundler@gordon.edu. If you are interested in 
partnering financially in her ministry, please send 
checks to LCC International Fund, Inc., PO Box 101787, 
Pasadena, CA 91189-1787. Make checks out to LCC 
International Fund, Inc., and include Hannah’s name 
in the memo. Contact Hannah or visit the website 
for more information about giving monthly or with 
a credit card; please include Hannah’s name when 
making a gift. 

As she said on the tenth, Hannah is deeply grateful 
for the faithful prayer, encouragement, and financial 
support from CUMC. Thank you for partnering in 
God’s work around the world, including in Lithuania: 
He is at work in powerful ways!

~ Greg Crawford, Missions Chair 
gcrawf216@gmail.com or 908.343.1936.
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Nursing Home Ministry   

On the third Sunday of each month, a group from 
CUMC visits the Rolling Hills Nursing Home at  
2:30 pm for a time of song and fellowship. If you speak 
with Ed Davis or any one of the people from our 
church family who have been to Rolling Hills for this 
special ministry, you will hear about the power of love 
and encouragement between people. We encourage 
you to consider joining the group any month!

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to 
receive the prayers of our people each week.  We 
appreciate every prayer that is lifted for healing and 
comfort for those who are in a time of trial.  You may 
also join us in the sanctuary each Thursday at noon 
to pray for our friends and loved ones.  Prayers may 
be sent to the church office through our app or email.  

Prayer is a treasure that is never exhausted.

Prayer Chain  

The following are excerpts from thank-you notes we 
received from NORWESCAP, Discovery Service Project, 
The LAMB Institute, and Habitat for Humanity:

Dear Friends,

On behalf of the NORWESCAP Food Bank and those 
in the communities we serve, I would like to thank you 
for your generous donation of $750. Your donation 
helps in our mission of aiding in the relief of hunger 
by providing food and support to nonprofit charitable 
organizations throughout Hunterdon, Sussex, and 
Warren counties.

The NORWESCAP Food Bank distributes more that  
2 million pounds of food annually to 100 food 
pantries, soup kitchens, shelters, on-site feeding 
programs, and adult and children’s day-care centers 
throughout the tri-county area.

Again, thank you for your generosity and helping our 
most vulnerable citizens.  Your support helps make 
a difference in their lives while providing hope for a 
better tomorrow.

With warmest regards, 
Helene Meissner 
Food Bank Director

Dear Clinton UMC,

We thank you very much for your recent contribution 
of $500 to the Discovery Service Project.  Our goal is 
to build relationships to change lives.

DSP Board

Dear Clinton UMC,

Thank you for choosing the LAMB Institute for 
your generous donation.  We are grateful for your 
partnership with us in our mission to bring glory to 
God by serving “the least of these” in Honduras.

Margaret Merritt 
Executive Director

Dear CUMC,

Your donation empowers people to invest in building 
a bright and self-sufficient future.  

In building ramps for a family with special needs, the 
homeowner, Mary, shared with us “I love to get my 
mortgage bill and see that it’s in my name.  It gives 
me a feeling of independence and responsibility.  
I’m blessed that my sons and I get to enjoy our own 
backyard and they can get there on their own.”

With gratitude, 
Jan Holmstrup 
Executive Director

Letters of Thanks
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Every Sunday morning, coffee, tea, and hot chocolate 
are ready by 8 am in the social hall for all the early birds; 
then, during fellowship time goodies and juices are also 
available.

Our weekly Sunday morning fellowship time held 
between services, enjoyed by so many, is staffed each 
week by those in our congregation, as well as our Care 
Committee members who are willing to serve others.   

A big “thank you” to our June hosts: Worship Committee, 
Missions Committee, Children’s & Family Ministry, and 
the Care Committee.

Questions? Contact Mary Fitzpatrick at  
mefitz62@hotmail.com.

Show You Care: Share Coffee!   

7/1/18 Available

7/8/18 Eleanor Irons    
 in memory of her mother, Edna Parker

7/15/18 Available 

7/22/18	 Available

7/29/18	 Priscilla	Cartwright				 
 in memory of her mother, Helene Torgesen

Flower Dedications

Sign-up for altar flower dedications is located in the hallway.  Feel free to write your dedication in the spaces 
provided for the week of your choice.  The cost of the flowers each week is $35, which you can place in the 
offering plate with a note designating altar flowers.
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CUMC Picture Gallery
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send	packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Michael P. Smith 

Senior Pastor 
908-735-7025 Ext. 1 
Cell 609-435-2771 

michael@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025 Ext. 0 
Fax 908-735-5041 

office@sentforothers.org 

Beth	Crawford	
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Mecan Payne 
Director of Youth Ministries 

484-798-5339
mecan@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025 Ext. 4 
rose@sentforothers.org 

Corbin Payne 
Digital Ministry Lead 

908-735-7025 
corbin@sentforothers.org 

Melissa Nyoni
Director, Children’s & Family Ministry

908-735-7025 
melissa@sentforothers.org 

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Interim Choir Director

908-735-7025


