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January 2021

to the January 2021 issue 
of the Clinton  United 
Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

Happy New Year!  Cheers as we embark on a new journey throughout 2021.

Each day is a gift from God.  God has given each of us a new book with 365 
blank pages in it and we get to write on it.  You are encouraged to write on 
your heart that every day is the best day in the year. 

The Apostle Paul wrote, “That I have made it my own, but this one thing I do:  
forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press 
on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus” 
(Philippians 3:13-14).  The Apostle Paul is encouraging us to set our eyes 
on the Lord and take each step forward and upward.  Yes, let us journey 
together forward and upward with God-sized hopes and dreams for our 
lives, our church and our world.

So, let us start writing a good story of our lives inspired by our faith, hope 
and love in the Lord. God bless you now and always!

Welcome . . .

In This Issue:

Our Joyful 
Noise

The CHO-sen Words

With Joy and Hope
  Lead Pastor Brandon Cho
  brandon@sentforothers.org
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Encouraging Word Series: “SOUL RESET”

January 3: Epiphany Sunday: Your Epiphany - Bishop John Schol preaching

January 10: Baptism of the Lord: You are the Epiphany - Bishop John Schol preaching  

“SOUL RESET” – A new Encouraging Word series, beginning January 17,
Reset is a word floating around in our culture.  We can reset our computers, our watches, and 
our jewelry.  Making a reset can mean a rearranging of priorities, a reshaping of purpose and 
pursuit.  Calling a reset means taking a time out, surveying our situation, and charting a new 
way forward. We need to slow down long enough for a Soul Reset and lean on Jesus to renew 
and realign our hearts in him.  

All Sunday Services launch online at 10am and are available 24/7 afterward.

January 17: “How is it with your soul?” - Matthew 11:28-30

January 24: “Feel the Feelings” - Psalm 42:3-11

January 31: “It’s Not All on Me” - Luke 10:41-42

February 7: “Take Care of Yourself” - 1 Kings 19:5-9

February 14: Scouting Sunday, “Light and Free Living” - John 3:16, Matthew 26:34 and 11:28-30
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Save Time: Give Online

Getting organized for the new year? In less than five minutes, you can schedule your giving to Clinton 
UMC for the rest of the year. Just choose an option that works for you: 

App. With mobile giving, you can give how, when, and where you prefer. Simply click on the “Give” icon 
and follow the prompts. 

Don’t have the app? Go to the Apple app store or Google Play store and download the app titled, 
“Church Center.” Once you have downloaded this app, it will connect you to a search for Clinton UMC 
using Clinton’s zip code: 08809. You’ll only have to do this once. 

If you’re reading our newsletter online, click here for more information on giving online.

Website. You can also give on our website: sentforothers.org. Find the “Give” tab near the top of the 
screen on the right side. Select “Set up recurring” to schedule repeating gifts.

If you’re reading our newsletter online, click here for more information on giving through our website 
online.

Online Banking. If you’re already using online banking, it just takes a moment to add Clinton UMC to 
your list of payees. The process varies slightly by bank, but you will enter Clinton UMC’s name and 
address (PO Box 5331, Clinton NJ 08809) and payment details. Because there’s no cost to you or to the 
church, this is one of our most cost-effective options.

Questions on recurring giving? Contact beth@sentforothers.org.

Thank You Note

Dear Church family,

I want to thank CUMC so much for the recent gift! I am very grateful! Even during this challenging year, 
God has been so faithful to continue to provide financial partners for this work. Please thank everyone at 
CUMC from me! 

I am back in the States for Christmas- I am so grateful to be here after a year away. Lithuania has 
gone into total lockdown... essentially a stay-at-home order until January 3. Right now, the cases are 
completely out of control and the medical system is unable to handle it. I am praying for LT and also 
grateful for the chance to spend some time with family before going back in January, when things will 
continue to be very strict and restricted. 

Thank you so much for the faithful support and encouragement! I am very grateful and hope to see you 
all once COVID lifts and I can visit church and NJ more easily. 

Merry Christmas! 
Hannah
(Hannah Schundler, Missions Work at LCC International University)

In addition to prayer, you may support Hannah with a financial gift by visiting 
www.lcc.lt/donate/donate-expat.  
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December was a fun month as the youth did many things to celebrate the coming of Christmas, such as 
making Christmas ornaments, recording a video for the Christmas Eve service, and an untraditional, socially-
distant, Christmas caroling party. We did, however, take one week off to take a nice winter hike to enjoy some 
fresh air and good company. 

We continue to meet, but our schedule is very flexible these days. We are doing our best to have a few 
winter fun meetings in the great outdoors. When it’s not possible, we meet on Zoom for some fun and 
games. As our schedule is ever-changing, it is a constant reminder that everything is in God’s hands and that 
“to everything (turn, turn, turn), there is a season (turn, turn, turn), and a time to every purpose under heaven” 
- Ecclesiastes 3:1-8. (I can never read this without singing!) The most updated schedule can be found in our 
weekly update email. 

We ask that you would please pray for our youth program in the following ways: 

• Pray for our winter program, that we may continue to meet and enjoy our time together safely. 

• Pray for the physical health of our students, youth families, and leaders. 

• Pray for mental and emotional health as the end of this pandemic remains uncertain. 

• Pray for spiritual growth, that the Holy Spirit would continue to plant seeds in the hearts of our students. 

Youth Ministry

~ Jess Vega, Coordinator of Youth Ministries
jess@sentforothers.org  908-735-7025

Thank You Note
Dear CUMC,
Thank you for making a difference in your local community.  Your generous gift of $500.00 to Raritan Valley 
Habitat for Humanity will build strong families and strong communities in Somerset and Hunterdon counties.  

Children who grow up in safe, decent and affordable homes are healthier, do better in school and are 
prepared to lift themselves up and build productive lives.  

A quote from a recent new homeowner, “I can’t imagine how it would have been if we were still in our 
small apartment, with our two boys, in a communal environment.  The change in our lives, in the lives of our 
children at this particular time is extraordinary.”

Together, with your continued support, we will transform lives and build brighter tomorrows for many more 
families!

With much gratitude,
Jan Holmstrup
Executive Director
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Peace,

Faith Evers, 
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry
aith@sentforothers.org

In December, we celebrated the 
birth of Christ and the advent 
season by spending time with 
family. We weren’t able to see as 
many people as we would have 
liked over the holidays, so our 
Sunday school students were 
encouraged to send letters to 
other members of the church 
congregation. Some of our 
children participated in reading 
scripture for our Christmas Eve 
service, as well. We hope that 
you all had a warm and safe 
Christmas! 

Children’s Ministry

Need to reconnect? Join a community group!

Click here for online signup to all open groups.  
Contact the church office if you would like more 

information before selecting a group, 
office@sentforothers.org or 908-735-7025.

Thank You Note

Dear Friends,

Thank you so much for your $500.00 donation, which will be used to allow CUMAC to continue to feed 
and empower those who rely on the services we provide.  At CUMAC, we are honored to be able to give 
dignity along with food to our clients.  Recently, a gentleman came to us late one evening.  At first he was 
nervous, but as he went through the intake process he opened up to us and told us that he had been 
surviving off school lunches.  With your gift, CUMAC is able to keep food on the table during the holidays 
for this gentleman and families like his.  Thank you for your generosity and support.

Warm Regards,
Jeni Mastrangelo
Volunteer Coordinator
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NH Thrift Shop Update

Happy New Year from North Hunterdon Thrift Shop! May it be a healthy and brighter year for everyone!

The shop is holding a “500 Sale” in January to celebrate because we’ve exceeded our goal of getting 
500 likes on our Facebook page! Thanks for your support! Great deals which include 5 DVD’s for $5, 5 
hardcover books for $3 and 5 paperbacks for $2. And while supplies last, you can still scoop up some 
Christmas decor.

Due to the holidays, the shop will be closed Dec. 23 at noon through Jan. 10, and will reopen Monday, 
Jan. 11. All proceeds from the shop support our missions and ministries.

December was successful, fun and filled with good cheer. Many shoppers found décor and gifts in 
our Christmas Wonderland Shop, and children got help buying and wrapping gifts for their parents 
and others at the shop’s Little Christmas Angel Shopping Day. The shop thanks all those who donated 
blankets to our “Be the Hope, Spread the Love” holiday drive. The large collection of blankets was 
distributed to residents of assisted living facilities in the area the day before Christmas!

Donations of clean, good-quality clothing and home goods are being accepted in a contact-free 
process and by appointment only by calling the shop at 908-735-0177. For details on the donation 
process, visit the shop’s Facebook page or our website. In January, the shop is looking for donations of 
winter clothes. No donations will be accepted Jan. 11, but the shop will begin accepting them Wed., Jan. 
13. Also, donations will not be accepted during the week of Jan. 24 to Jan. 30, while the floor is being 
prepared for a big winter sale.

We encourage anyone who wants to be part of an amazing mission and team at a very safe location, and 
who also wants to meet new people, help the environment by reducing waste, plus get a great discount, 
to consider becoming a shop volunteer.

For more information, call 908-735-0177, email Thrift Shop Manager Danielle Banes at Danielle@
sentforothers.org or visit the shop on Facebook or Instagram.

New Year’s Blessings,
Emily Colo
NH Thrift Shop volunteer
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MissionPossible: A Look Back ... and a Look Forward

We’ve made it to 2021 and we are excited for the mission opportunities this new year (and God) will 
present to us! Of course our 2020 plans were dealt a setback – like so many other things – by the 
pandemic, but we are prayerfully hopeful for new opportunities this year.

But before we get ahead of ourselves, the Missions Team wanted to share with you some information 
on where we sent the funds that were entrusted to us in 2020. As you may know, 10% of all church giving 
goes to the missions budget. From that, a portion goes to missions of the Greater New Jersey Annual 
Conference and the rest is for us to allocate. 

Every month, our GNJAC allocation is roughly $2,311 and, over the course of 2020, that equaled a 
contribution of $27,728. The conference allocates that to groups such as World Service, Black College, 
Africa University and ministerial education. The amount we send to them is determined by the conference.

For the rest of the funds, we allocated $1,600 to the following organizations:

- CUMAC

- Family Promise of Hunterdon County

- Harvest Family Success Center

- LAMB Institute

- LCC International/Hannah Schundler

- Norwescap Food Bank

- Raritan Valley Habitat for Humanity

In addition, we directed $1,000 to the Rise Against Hunger effort launched by the conference earlier this 
year. That was to be combined with a mission day that was cancelled. We also sent $3,000 to the Pastor’s 
Discretionary Fund, which is a fund our pastor can use to fill emergency needs of our community. And 
we sent $500 to Miracles Everywhere, a conference initiative to nurture young Christians, develop Hope 
Centers and provide relief.

Altogether, that’s about $45,000 we were able to distribute locally and globally to spread the good news 
of Jesus, the light of Christ and to help show others what the Kingdom of Heaven looks like.

Again, we are hoping and looking forward to exciting opportunities to be in mission this year and welcome 
your suggestions and ideas. Already, we have been serving at the Norwescap Food Bank again and, if 
you want to join us, please contact me.

Thank you so much for your support of CUMC and, in particular, our mission efforts.

Greg Crawford

Mission Chair

908.343.1936 or gcrawf216@gmail.com
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Prayer Chain

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to receive the prayers of our people each 
week.  We appreciate every prayer that is lifted for healing and comfort for those who 

are in a time of need.  

Call or email your request to the church office: office@sentforothers.org or 908-735-7025. 
Prayer is a treasure that is never exhausted.

Book/Puzzle Exchange

Mom’s Group

Our ministry of exchanging books and/or puzzles 
(no missing pieces) with the community is running 
smoothly. There is a bin on the front steps of the 

church for this purpose. If you don’t have one to trade 
that’s OK, take one anyway.

Tell your friends!

Our Moms’ Group will meet Saturday, January 16 via Zoom.  

Want to learn more?  

Contact Jill Puleo at 908-455-0706 or jillpuleo@comcast.net.
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Photo Gallery
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Dr. Brandon Cho

Lead Pastor 
908-735-7025 Ext. 1 
Cell 973-525-2888 

brandon@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025 Ext. 0 
office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Jess Vega
Coordinator of Youth Ministry

jess@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025 Ext. 4 
rose@sentforothers.org 

John Tamburro
Digital Ministry Lead Coordinator

johnny@sentforothers.org

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Choir Coordinator

908-735-7025
choir@sentforothers.org

Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry

faith@sentforothers.org

Danielle Banes
Manager 

North Hunterdon Thrift Shop
danielle@sentforothers.org


