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February 2019

to the February 2019 
issue of the Clinton  
United Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

The Tribe
Everyone belongs to a tribe. Traditionally, tribes were social groups defined 
by shared culture, language, territory, and experiences. Tribes shared a 
common story and identity.

A tribe was where you lived and what you did. Your tribe also helped to 
determine why you did what you did. In Biblical times, people did all sorts of 
things to preserve their tribe. That’s why in Genesis 12 there is a man named 
Abram who was called to begin a new tribe, a new way of living in the world. 

This tribe was meant to be the light to the other tribes. They were going to 
show the way it was supposed to be. They weren’t perfect. In the Bible, there 
are stories about battles, war, violence, and other tribal fighting. Are some 
of these stories brutal and barbaric? Yes. Tribalism was about safety, so you 
had to do all sorts of things to protect your tribe. Tribes had gods, and their 
gods went against each other. You were always one battle away from your 
enemy crushing you and wiping all of your tribe away. Does it surprise you, 
then, that when people won a battle in the Bible they gave credit to God? 
That’s what people did then. 

These stories shock us, for sure. Have you ever considered that these stories 
are meant to shock you? They were told and written down for a purpose. 
Last month, we learned to go behind the story. We are going to build on 
these principles and see how “the tribe” affected what happened then and 
what is happening now. 

Welcome . . .

In This Issue:

Our Joyful 
Noise



2

Safety. Preservation. Domination. Tribes in Bible times went to great lengths to protect 
themselves. But then God called Abraham to begin a new tribe — a tribe that would be a 
light to the world. Guess what? We’re called to follow in Abraham’s footsteps. Join us for 

this new series, as we look at how to be the tribe that God has called us to be. 

 February 3 A New Tribe 

 February 10 The Philistines 

 February 17 The Samaritans

 February 24 The Sidonians 

Sermon Series  

  Sent for others, 
  Rev. Michael P. Smith, Senior Pastor 

michael@sentforothers.org 
908-735-7025 Ext. 1 

Not much has changed if we are honest with ourselves. We have our tribes with their common stories and 
sets of rules and behaviors. We still go to great lengths to protect our tribes today. 

We are part of the tribe that is meant to be the light. We’re called to a new way of living, one that points 
squarely to God’s love for us. How are we doing? We’ll explore that question together in February. Don’t  
miss it. 
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Rejoice always. Pray continually. Give thanks in every 
situation because this is God’s will for you in Christ 
Jesus. Don’t suppress the Spirit. Don’t brush off Spirit-
inspired messages, but examine everything carefully 
and hang on to what is good. Avoid every kind of evil. 
Now, may the God of peace himself cause you to be 
completely dedicated to him; and may your spirit, soul, 
and body be kept intact and blameless at our Lord 
Jesus Christ’s coming. The one who is calling you is 
faithful and will do this.

   – 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

These are exciting times. After months of planning 
and preparing, we are getting closer to the launch of 
our new campus in Raritan Township.  

Over the last few months, we have hosted events 
including our Community BBQ, Winter Photo 
Fest, and Family Christmas Service. We have also 
supported community activities and grown our 
community groups in Raritan Township. Our launch 
team has grown in both numbers and enthusiasm.
Core Team meetings began in January and all of our 
work is lifted up by a faithful team of prayer warriors.  
God is doing great things!

On January 27, we shared in worship about the 
upcoming plans for our Easter Launch in Raritan 

Township. Our new campus, Raritan Church, will 
begin weekly worship services on Easter Sunday.
That means that as you read this, we have less than 
80 days until our official launch. There are many 
things that we still need to do, but together great 
things are possible.  

One of the exciting things about our Raritan Campus 
is that there are many ways to support and become 
involved. In church, we shared about three levels of 
commitment: fans, champions, and core team.  

• Fans are people who like what we are doing 
and are willing to tell others about it. Our 
hope is that everyone at CUMC will consider 
themselves a “fan” of Raritan Church just as 
they are fans of Clinton. One of the best things 
that fans can do is like our Raritan social 
media pages and share our updates with their 
networks.

• Champions take their involvement a step 
further by showing up to participate. Our 
champions will be a part of bringing our 
services and events to life by volunteering and 
attending the fun. It may not be every week, 
but champions will be an active presence 
supporting the work in Raritan.  

Raritan Update

Fans - “Like and Share” 
• Engage with our Social Media 
• Show up to an event  
• Share positive press (say nice things) 

Champions - “Participate” (average of 2 - 4 hours a week)-  
• “Like & Share”
• Pray consistently - receive prayer team emails 
• Participate in a community group 
• Volunteer at major events 2 times per year 
• Once launched, attend on Sunday and frequently serve on a 
   volunteer team (2 hrs/wk)

 

• Invite others to groups and worship
 

Core team - “Commit” (average of 5+ hours a week) 
 

• “Participate” 
• Volunteer at most campus events and pre- -launch events 
• Commit to January community group (planning & visioning of launch)  
• Commit to leading a volunteer team or community group (Hospitality,

Set-up, Kid Min, Worship, Outreach, etc.)   
• Once launched, commit to regular serving on Sundays (2 hrs/wk) 
• Commit to supporting the ministry financially 

Fans

"Like & Share"

Champions

"Participate"

Core Team  
"Commit" • “Like & Share”

Launch Team
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• Finally, the core team members are the 
architects. Working together to vision and 
build, our core team is open to anyone who 
wants to be part of creating this new campus 
and worship experience.  

In the months to come, there will be many lists, many 
plans, many steps that we need to take. My prayer 
is that as we begin to approach these steps that  
we would do so as Paul instructs in 1 Thessalonians 
5:16-24. 

May we plan joyfully. May we cover every detail and 
to-do in prayer. May we give thanks for each step 
along the way, no matter how simple, mundane, or 
challenging.  

May we trust the Spirit. May the Spirit’s fire continue 
to burn boldly within us and may we resist the 
temptation to suppress it. May we listen carefully to 
the voice of the Spirit.  May we see with God’s eyes 
and have wisdom to discern what is good. May we be 
completely dedicated to Jesus. And may we cling to 
the promise that the one who is calling us is faithful 
and will do this.

We hope that you will join us on this exciting journey.  
Be on the lookout for more events and updates 
in the months to come and contact Melissa at  
melissa@sentforothers.org or 484-883-2774 to 
learn more.

~ Melissa Nyoni, Children’s & Family  
Ministry Director & Raritan Campus Pastor

Community Groups  

Are you looking for a way to grow in your faith and deepen your relationships with others?  Then you 
need to join a community group!  Sharing life is an important part of our spiritual journey.  Groups 
help us to develop meaningful relationships and an everyday faith so that we can better respond to 
the needs of our world.  

You can join a community group by going to our website sentforothers.org.  There you will find a list 
of all our open groups and can sign up electronically.  If you have questions about groups, please 
contact Melissa at melissa@sentforothers.org.
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Youth Ministry

January Update: We had a very fun holiday season at 
Journey Youth Ministry! Our youth participated in our 
annual Progressive Thanksgiving Dinner, a Christmas 
movie night, a Christmas shopping outreach, and 
a Christmas Party with a fun gift exchange! Many 
thanks to the leaders and parents who helped 
facilitate these events. 

We hit the ground running in 2019 with a new Sunday 
night series, called “(Your) Stories.” This series is led 
by our student leaders, who are each sharing an 
experience they have had in their spiritual journey.

February Events

Sunday, 2/3  Super Bowl Sunday   
 (Smith’s House)

Sunday, 2/10  Youth Group
Sunday, 2/17 Youth Group
Friday – Sunday Winter Retreat  
2/22 – 2/24 

Volunteer Opportunity: Thrift Shop 

Make a difference and meet great people — 
volunteer at the North Hunterdon Thrift Shop! The 
shop offers affordable, quality clothing to people 
who are shopping on a budget or want to reduce 
waste and pollution. Weekly volunteers, as well 
as more “casual” (when available) volunteers, are 
welcome.

Questions? Want more details? 
 
Contact Thrift Shop Manager Danielle Banes at 
danielle@sentforothers.org
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Children’s Ministry

Throughout January, the kids learned about “self-
control – choosing to do what you should do, not 
what you want to do.” Using the book of Proverbs, 
the kids learned how to use God’s power and word to 
help them make smart decisions and practice self-
control. Together, we learned how to pause, select 
our words carefully, and know when to stop. Self-
control might be a hard thing to learn, but thankfully, 
we always have fun when we are learning together.    

In February, the kids will spend the month learning 
about “cooperation – working together to do more 
than you can do alone.” Our memory verse for the 
month will be “Two people are better than one. 
They can help each other in everything they do.” 
(Ecclesiastes 4:9). We will also practice cooperation 
by working together to collect new socks and 
underwear for Harvest Family Success Center.  
Please support the children and our community by 
participating in this important mission opportunity.  

Don’t forget that you can learn more about our 
children’s ministry and find great kids’ devotionals 
through our church app! On the second home 
screen, click “kids” and you will find our finalfour daily 
devotionals for families to do together.  

Thank you again for your support of our children’s 
ministry. If you have any questions or would like to 
volunteer for this important ministry, please contact 
Albree Smith at albree@sentforothers.org. 

Our Moms’ Group 
meets one Saturday 

a month from  
9:00 am - 11:00 am.

Moms’ Group   

Next Gathering:
Saturday, February 16

Babysitting is available but must be  
reserved in advance.  

All moms are welcome! 

Want to learn more? Contact Jill Puleo at 
908-455-0706 or jillpuleo@comcast.net.
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As required by our corporate charter, at the first 
Trustee meeting of each newyear, officers are 
elected.  Dick Peete was reelected president of the

Board of Trustees, Rus Titus was elected vice 
president, and Bob Masucci was elected the 
recording secretary.  We also welcomed two new 
members:  Don Treece and Sue Bohn. These five 
people, along with Andrew Dunn, Eleanor Irons, Terry 
Oliver, and Bill Engisch, make up your 2019 Board of 
Trustees.

As we all hunker down for the winter weather and 
settle into our winter routines, my thoughts are on 
spring and summer: What will the trustees need to 
do and how do we expect to complete it? Focus 
areas include the following:

1. Phase II facilities renovations: In last month’s 
article, I mentioned that we’re preparing for the 
next phase of our facilities refresh; Bill Engisch 
will lead the charge.

2. Church exterior: I also mentioned that the 
outside of the church sanctuary needs to be 
attended to; Terry Oliver’s building and grounds 
sub-committee will lead this project.

3. Grounds: We need to freshen up the outside 
grounds of the Halstead campus, our two 
parsonages, and the North Hunterdon Mission 
site. That includes trimming shrubs, removing 
limbs and leaves, and mulching and leveling 
uneven ground. 

While the first two items will be the most complex 
and expensive, they will be physically completed 
with outside labor. It takes significant attention 
and church community support to maintain the 
grounds. I am asking you to consider making 
a commitment this year to helping the trustees 
maintain our facilities. No experience is needed. Let’s 
see if we can form a group of like-minded people 
and later this spring/summer meet in fellowship 
and service to our local church. It’s primarily manual 
labor, but there is nothing that says we cannot have 
fun, meet new people, find out what’s going on with 
other parts of our church, while at the same time 
giving some of ourselves and our time to maintaining 

God’s property. I envision this to be a periodic two-to-
three-hour get-together, not a regularly scheduled 
occurrence. 

Respond to me at: r.b.peete@att.net or call me at 908-
200-9896. I will acknowledge your offer, compile a 
list of volunteers, and we will begin a dialogue among 
the group on how to proceed.  All of this will happen 
during the winter “hibernation” season. Thank you for 
your support of Clinton UMC.

~ Dick Peete, Trustee Chair

Notes of Thanks

Dear Clinton United Methodist Church, 
Thank you so much for your faithful and generous 
support of my ministry in Lithuania. I can’t tell you how 
much your prayers, encouragement and financial 
support have meant. This would not be possible 
without you. It was great to see you and worship with 
you this Christmas. I look forward to seeing you next 
time I am there. God bless you in this new year!

Hannah Schundler

Dear Clinton United Methodist Congregants, 
Thank you for your very generous donation of $500 
to support Family Promise of Hunterdon.  We look at 
this gift more as an investment, not simply a donation.  
Because we are focused on long-term stability, 
these gifts help us to further this important mission.  
Our shelter program is made stronger with Mental 
Health, Financial Empowerment, and Neighbors in 
Need program.  As you can see, this is so much more 
than just shelter, it is a holistic program designed to 
ensure long-term stability.

Sincerely,
Angela Fields, Executive Director
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MissionPossible

It’s a simple question with major implications. 

We probably don’t often sit down on a Sunday 
afternoon or on a day off from work and ask ourselves 
that question. But when we’ve got our sleeves rolled 
up and we’re doing something that fills our heart with 
joy and love, we know it. Or maybe we hear a speaker 
or watch a documentary and we are simply moved. 
Maybe moved to tears. 

Sewing? Carpentry? Hiking? Reading? Cooking? 
Visiting? Simply serving? Where do you like to spend 
your time?

One of the roles of the Missions Team is to be a 
vehicle for people in the congregation to express 
their passion. In other words, to support and provide 
opportunities for folks to live their passion … bringing 
others along … by serving others.

In addition to the missions we physically support 
with our presence, sometimes our support is purely 
financial. In fact, another important job of the team is 
to allocate the funds that flow to missions. Did you 
know that 10 percent of all the money that is collected 
from our regular offerings goes to missions? 

So what’s your passion? Let us know and together 
we can change the world!

~ Greg Crawford 
gcrawf216@gmail.com

908-343-19

What’s your passion?

A Generous Response

In 2018, we talked about 5000 hungry people and 
Jesus’ directions to his disciples: “You feed them.” 
Pastor Michael challenged us to do the same by 
ministering to our congregation and community.

But we faced a challenge. Giving declined 
significantly in the first half of the year, putting our 
ministries and missions at risk. When we shared 
this news, you responded generously. At the end 
of the year, giving to our Operations Budget totaled 
$536,090. While our expenses still exceeded our 
income by $9720, you dramatically closed the gap.

While narrowing that gap is good news, the Finance 
Committee recognizes the need to close it entirely 

through creative funding combined with careful 
expense management in 2019. As in previous 
years, we’ll continue to closely monitor our financial 
picture and adjust the budget if needed. If you have 
any questions, feel free to contact Tara Seager, 
the new Finance Committee Chair, or email info@
sentforothers.org. 

Thank you for supporting Clinton United Methodist 
Church with your presence, prayers, gifts, service, 
and witness. Because of you, we can continue to 
feed people who are hungry to connect with Jesus. 
You’re truly part of a miracle. 

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to 
receive the prayers of our people each week.  We 
appreciate every prayer that is lifted for healing and 
comfort for those who are in a time of trial.  You may 
also join us in the sanctuary each Thursday at noon 
to pray for our friends and loved ones.  Prayers may 
be sent to the church office through our app or email.  

Prayer is a treasure that is never exhausted.

Prayer Chain  
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Our weekly Sunday morning fellowship 
time held between services, enjoyed by so 
many, is staffed each week by those in our 

congregation, as well as our Care Committee 
members who are willing to serve others. 

Please see the bulletin board in the social hall to 
commit on a Sunday morning to lending a hand to 

this important ministry.  

Contact the church office for details: 
Email: office@sentforothers.org  

Phone: 908-735-7025

Show You Care: Share Coffee!   

Shop Rite Cards

2/3/19 Available

2/10/19 Ken Holland:    
For Janet’s birthday and their  
nine blissful years of marriage

2/17/19 Available

2/24/19 Available

Flower Dedications

Sign-up for altar flower dedications is located in the hallway.  
Feel free to write your dedication in the spaces provided for 
the week of your choice.  The cost of the flowers each week 
is $35, which you can place in the offering plate with a note 
designating altar flowers.

Shop Rite Cards 
for Sale

Every Sunday, Shop Rite cards are available for 
sale in the social hall. 

 
5% of all sales go toward our church mission.  

Come prepared with cash or check.
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CUMC Picture Gallery
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Michael P. Smith 

Senior Pastor 
908-735-7025 Ext. 1 
Cell 609-435-2771 

michael@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025 Ext. 0 
office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Mecan Payne 
Director of Youth Ministries 

484-798-5339
mecan@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025 Ext. 4 
rose@sentforothers.org 

Corbin Payne 
Digital Ministry Lead 

908-735-7025 
corbin@sentforothers.org 

Melissa Nyoni
Director, Children’s & Family Ministry

908-735-7025 
melissa@sentforothers.org 

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Choir Director
908-735-7025

Albree Smith
Children’s Ministry Operations Manager

albree@sentforothers.org

Danielle Banes
Manager 

North Hunterdon Thrift Shop
danielle@sentforothers.org


