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August 2022

to the August 2022 issue 
of the Clinton  United 
Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

Welcome . . .

In This Issue:

Our Joyful 
Noise

New Beginnings

What a wonderful start to our ministry together as a church community! 
While many of you have known each other for a long time now, I am 
coming in as the stranger, and July has been a whirlwind of a month! 
Between meetings with church leadership and staff, meet and greets with 
community groups and committees, among other introductory tasks, I 
already feel that I am getting a good sense of the church community here 
in Clinton, and am extremely thankful for the opportunity to serve here in 
ministry!

The welcome that I have received here in this vibrant community of faith 
has been a gift! I’m so thankful for the kindness of everyone who has gone 
out of their way to make my daughters and me feel welcome in this new 
place. I am reminded of a song I introduced in worship on my second 
Sunday, Welcome.

The words go like this:

“Let’s walk together for a while, and ask where we begin, to build a house 
where love can grow, and hope can enter in; to be the hands of healing, 
and to plant the seeds of peace. Singing welcome, welcome to this place, 
you’re invited, to come and know God’s grace. All are welcome, the love of 
God to share, ‘cause all of us are welcome in this place.”

I am blessed to walk together with all of you for the next leg of this journey, 
with God’s radical invitation extended to all, and am so excited to see 
God’s love growing, hope entering, hands healing, and peace blossoming, 
bearing fruit in our lives and the world around us.

Peace,
Pastor Jess , Senior Pastor
pastorjess@sentforothers.org or 908-400-2343 (cell)
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Sermon Series

Thank You Note

Note of thanks from The Family Church in Puerto Rico,

“You make a real difference each and every day of your life.  And that is why today I’m thanking God for you 
and your Loving Spirit.”

Thank you for serving and touching so many lives,

Diane Johnson-Seaton

The Family Church, Rincon, PR

Join us for worship throughout the month of August as we take our cues from Jesus about how we are 
called to interact with others in a faithful and loving – Christ-like – way. We’ll hear some of our gospel 
stories about how Jesus treated those he encountered with love, care, compassion, and even one instance 
when he wasn’t as kind as we would have hoped, but how he overcame even that momentary lapse of 
kindness. Let’s see what we can learn from Jesus and pattern our interactions with others on the example 
he set for us. Hope to see you in worship, either in person or online!

August 7: “To be Seen and Known” | John 4:3-29

August 14: “Breaking the Rules to Offer Healing” | Mark 3: 1-6

August 21: “Forgiveness and Love in Abundance” | Luke 7:36-50

August 28: “Advice for Faithful Living” | Mark 10: 17-23

September 4: “Discovering Faith that Transcends” | Matthew 15: 21-28
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Giving Update: Second Quarter, 2022

First, a sincere thank you for your generosity, which makes all of our ministries and missions possible, 
including:
      •  Worship
      •  Mission
      •  Children and youth ministries
      •  Spiritual growth
      •  Hospitality

Our second quarter continued to be challenging from a financial standpoint, but we remain encouraged. 
Although we were sad to say goodbye to Brandon, we are excited to welcome Pastor Jessica and her 
family. We’ve welcomed new attendees, some of whom have already expressed an interest in joining our 
church.

Our reach this past quarter extended far beyond our four walls. 
      •  Our quilting group sent quilts and pillowcases to a quilt drive for Ukrainian refugees organized by a
          quilt shop in Florida. 
      •  The youth traveled to Puerto Rico to rebuild homes, feed the local community, and just be love to
          those around them. (See our photo gallery at the end of the newsletter.) 
      •  Our Thrift Shop and NORWESCAP missions continued to help people who are in need of some extra 
          support.

Clinton UMC is doing critical, sacred work by giving hope to a hurting world.

Your gifts fuel moments like this. Your gifts fuel growth, grace, and generosity. Your gifts make a 
difference. Thank you for giving to Clinton UMC.
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Youth Ministry

JYM

July began with our youth taking a week off to rest after our mission trip. It was a lot of hard, but rewarding, 
work and a little bit of fun too! We followed up with a Nerf night, a game night, and an overnight in Ocean 
Grove.
We will continue to meet in the youth room each Sunday from 5:30-7:30pm, unless noted otherwise. All 
youth entering grades 6-12 are welcome to join us at any time and dinner will be provided.

The upcoming JYM schedule will be as follows:

August 7 - Water Fun at CUMC
August 14 - River Tubing 
August 21 - Six Flags
August 28 - Mini-Golf
September 4 - CLOSED for Labor Day weekend 
September 11 - Annual JYM Kick-off 

We are asking for dinner donations each Sunday to help feed our youth. If you are interested in donating 
dinner to the youth at any point, either on your own or as a small group, please visit this link or reach out to 
Jess Vega (jess@sentforothers.org) to sign up.

(continue to next page for Jr. JYM)

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4fa5ab2aabfec34-jymdinner
mailto:jess%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Children’s Ministry

Kid’s Camp

August 8 - 12
9am ~ Noon each day

Bible stories, music, food, 
mission, outdoor games, and 

more!

Sign up online at 
www.sentforothers.org

Invite your friends

$20/child or $30/family
make checks payable to CUMC and mail to 

PO Box 3551 Clinton, NJ 08809

Jr. JYM

A junior youth group for students in grades 4-6! Jr. JYM is a bi-monthly gathering that offers fun, games, 
community, and an
introduction to JYM programming and opportunities. Our August
meetings will be Sunday August 7 from 5:30pm-7:30pm (come prepared to get wet!) and Sunday August 
28 from 11:30am-1pm. Friends are ALWAYS welcome. 

We ask that you would please continue to pray for our youth programs in the following ways:

• Pray for our summer program, that we may continue to meet and build relationships together.
• Pray for the physical health of our students, youth families, and leaders.
• Pray for our students’ missionary spirits as they navigate this world and begin to recognize people’s 
needs.
• Pray for spiritual growth, that the Holy Spirit would continue to plant seeds in the hearts of our students.

Jess Vega
Clinton UMC Youth Coordinator
Romans 12:10-13 

http://www.sentforothers.org
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NH Thrift Shop Update

AUGUST IS NATIONAL THRIFT SHOP MONTH
August is National Thrift Shop Month. It is a perfect time for those 
of you who like a good bargain and are a fan of old, vintage items. 
To celebrate Thrift Shop Month the NH Thrift Shop will have a huge 
50% sale on all items priced $2 or more throughout the whole shop. 
Kids’ clothing will continue to be $5 dollars a basket.  Shoppers can 
buy a basketful of books for only $2. They’ll find a wide variety of 
books for children and adults in excellent condition.

HOW TO CELEBRATE NATIONAL THRIFT SHOP MONTH AT NH 
THRIFT SHOP

Donate something special
It’s great to donate old items we’ve gotten tired of or items that are 
no longer needed, so consider donating something really special 
to the NH Thrift Shop. Think of how amazing someone else could 
feel finding something of high quality at a discounted price? The 
real meaning of this day is to help out others. The shop is also 
accepting donations of clean, good-quality fall and winter clothing 
and home goods. Please place donations in the outside donation shed any day, whether the shop is open 
or closed. Thanks for your generosity!

Go treasure hunting
Visit the NH Thrift Shop and go adventuring for cool finds. Keep an open mind while looking around and 
pick out some interesting finds. Try a daring clothing option or buy a different home decor item that can 
give your space a new identity. It feels great to develop a style for a good cause!

Volunteer at the NH Thrift Shop
 Make a difference and meet great people —volunteer at the North Hunterdon Thrift Shop. If you have 
a warm smile and a heart for others, this may be the ministry for you! You don’t need experience, and 
you can choose days/times that work for you. For more information, call908-735-0177, email office@
sentforothers.org or visit the shop on Facebook or Instagram.

Mission News

Winter Coats for the Homeless
Starting in August, NH Thrift Shop is asking the community to help the homeless in our area by donating 
new or gently used coats to bring some warmth and comfort for the less fortunate this winter. The Thrift 
Shop is partnering with the nonprofit Safe Harbor, a facility for the homeless in Easton, PA. Coats may be 
placed in the outside donation shed any day, whether the shop is open or closed. 

Soles4Souls
The shop thanks those who continue to donate shoes to Soles4Souls(S4S). The shop will continue to 
collect any shoes of all types, conditions and sizes for donation to S4S. The shoes will be distributed 
worldwide by S4S, a non-profit micro-enterprise program. Families in the program can refurbish and sell 
the donated shoes to help pay for food, housing and education.

Hope to see you at the thrift shop,
Jane Treece, Lead Volunteer

mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Care Committee

Our weekly Sunday morning fellowship time, held after worship and 
enjoyed by so many, is staffed each week by those who are willing to 
serve others.  Anyone interested can stop by the kitchen on Sunday 
morning to learn more and see the bulletin board to commit to lending 
a hand to this important ministry.   Please consider volunteering for this 
important mission opportunity.

Contact the church office for details: Email: office@sentforothers.org,  
Phone: 908-735-7025. 

Shop Rite Cards for Sale

Every Sunday, Shop Rite cards are available 
for sale in the social hall.

5% of all sales go toward our church mission.

Please come prepared with cash or check 
made out to CUMC.

NH Mission Center: Monthly Dinner at NH

You’re Invited

Dinner at North Hunterdon

Rice and Beans (Inspired by the Youth Mission Trip)

Saturday, August 20, 5-6:30 pm*

North Hunterdon Campus

51 Route 635, Hampton, NJ

Please RSVP to the church office at 908-735-7025 or office@sentforothers.org or online.

*Can’t make it for dinner? Pick up from 4-5 pm. RSVP required.

MissionPossible

Spotlight on: North Hunterdon

Do you have a heart for local missions? Nearly one-quarter of Hunterdon County residents struggle to afford 
basic household necessities, according to United Way of Hunterdon County. One way you can help is by 
supporting the North Hunterdon Thrift Shop. You’ll help people save money and reduce waste by keeping 
clothing out of landfills. Volunteer at a time that works with your schedule, donate gently used items, or 
simply shop!

Another way to support North Hunterdon is through our free monthly dinners, which provide not only 
food but also friendship. Dinners are on Saturday evenings, usually the third Saturday of the month. We’d 
welcome your help in cooking, serving, or just coming to be in relationship with our neighbors.

If you have questions or mission ideas, please contact me (908) 343-1936 or the church office (office@
sentforothers.org).

Greg Crawford, Missions Chair

mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
https://www.sentforothers.org/newnorth-hunterdon/nh-rsvp
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Rainbow Team Update

Thank you for sharing your thoughts in our recent survey. 
You raised many good thoughts and questions. We’ve begun 
answering some of them here. We’re looking forward to continuing 
the conversation! 

We are already welcoming.

We are often told we are a welcoming congregation! At the 
same time, many members of the LGBTQ+ community have had 
negative experiences at various churches and are reluctant to 
try new ones unless there are clear and specific indicators, or 
clearly communicate that they will be welcomed. 

I support inclusiveness but not joining RMN.

We understand that many of you may have questions or concerns about RMN as an organization. Over 
the next several months, we’ll talk more about what inclusiveness could look like at Clinton UMC, and we’ll 
provide more information about the specific benefits of joining RMN. Through these discussions we can 
consider alternate options to foster inclusiveness that can be started without RMN membership.

How would joining RMN benefit our church?

Just as the Methodist Church finds value in its “connectional” system that enables us to share ideas and 
resources, welcoming and affirming congregations reap value by connecting formally with one another. 
The Reconciling Ministry Network provides structure for inclusive ministries; gives broader connection with 
proactive (or reactive) actions in a dynamic denomination; and offers Reconciling churches strategies for 
outreach into the community with a goal of increasing attendance. 

I hope we join RMN as soon as possible.

As mentioned, membership has its benefits. At the same time, people still have questions that we will 
explore together. 

What would the financial commitment be?

Donations to RMN are encouraged but not required. Contributions to RMN could be considered through 
our established missions process, just as any other nonprofit would be evaluated. Donations may be made 
individually without church membership. 

What other responsibilities/obligations would RMN membership entail?

The purpose of becoming a Reconciling Church is to communicate to the LGBTQ+ community, friends, 
family, and allies that ALL will find a gracious welcome in our congregation. The responsibility/obligation 
would be to live that out and ensure that people in the LGBTQ+ community are not discriminated against 
or treated judgmentally in our church. Working toward justice and full inclusion in the UMC, both locally 
and denominationally, is what we would be committing to as RMN members.

Does joining RMN risk support/affiliation with the UMC?

It does not. While some churches are choosing to leave the UMC, that action is not tied to the RMN and 
the choice is up to the churches. These are distinctly separate decisions. (continue to next page)
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We need more education and spiritual guidance.

We will continue to look at what it means to be reconciling through a variety of touchpoints, including 
sermons, Bible studies, newsletter articles, etc.

Social justice can be advanced outside of church.

Social justice can and should be advanced outside of the church—but not exclusively outside of the 
church. According to the Book of Resolutions of the United Methodist Church (2016):

“The United Methodist Church believes God’s love for the world is an active and engaged love, a love seeking 
justice and liberty. We cannot just be observers. So we care enough about people’s lives to risk interpreting 
God’s love, to take a stand, to call each of us into a response, no matter how controversial or complex. The 
church helps us think and act out a faith perspective, not just responding to all the other ‘mind-makers-
up’ that exist in our society...Taking an active stance in society is nothing new for followers of John Wesley. 
He set the example for us to combine personal and social piety. Ever since predecessor churches to United 
Methodism flourished in the United States, we have been known as a denomination involved with people’s 
lives, with political and social struggles, having local to international mission implications. Such involvement is 
an expression of the personal change we experience in our baptism and conversion.”

(Link to more information: https://www.umc.org/en/content/our-social-principles )

The Rainbow Committee has been kept quiet.

The Rainbow Committee has had leadership discuss our reconciling exploration during worship services, 
has met with various community groups and committees of the church, and has been regularly providing 
updates. An open invitation online Bible study has been held, with more planned for the future. We 
welcome additional ideas for communicating the congregation’s exploration of full LGBTQ+ inclusion.  

Will we be part of the same conference/same bishop/DS, etc.?

Yes. We will remain in the same conference with the same leadership. 

Concerns exist about RMN’s purpose/views.

RMN is a Christian and United Methodist organization that equips and mobilizes United Methodists to 
resist evil, injustice, and oppression as we seek justice for people of all sexual orientations and gender 
identities. More about its history and staffing can be found on its website: rmnetwork.org. It is a federally 
recognized 501c3 organization. For those who want to explore finances, tax documents can be found 
online. 

Some are uncomfortable with term “political inequities.”

It’s likely the term “political” that is causing discomfort for some. This phrase is meant to reinforce that all 
types of people, including those who are LGBTQ+, are welcomed within this covenant and valued for their 
inherent worth as beloved children of God.

Have we considered WCA?

Because this LGBTQ+ initiative is about inclusiveness, affiliation with the WCA (Wesleyan Covenant 
Association) would not be a fit. 

The Rainbow Team:

Pastor Jessica Brendler Naulty, Kelly Lewis, Kathleen Morgan, Beth Crawford, Margaret Drew, Emily Dunn, 
Ken Holland, Molly Padmos, Jill Puleo, Nick Tonzetich, and Jess Vega. 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/our-social-principles
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Church Seasons

Prayer Chain

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to receive 
the prayers of our people each week.  We appreciate every 
prayer that is lifted for healing and comfort for those who 

are in a time of need.  

Call or email your request to the church office: office@
sentforothers.org or 908-735-7025. Prayer is a treasure that 

is never exhausted.

Moms’ Group

Our Moms’ Group meets once a month in the social hall; 
August date is TBA.  Want to learn more?  Contact Jill 

Puleo at 908-455-0706 or  jillpuleo@comcast.net.

The second period of Ordinary Time, the Season after Pentecost, follows the Easter cycle.  The word 
“ordinary” here does not mean “routine” or “not special.” Instead, it refers to the “ordinal numbers” (first, 
second, third, etc.) used to name and count the Sundays (such as the Third Sunday after Epiphany). 
This term comes from the Latin ordinalis, meaning “numbered” or “ordered,” and tempus ordinarium, 
“measured time.”

It begins the day after Pentecost (June 5) and continues to Advent. The purpose of this season is to support 
new disciples and the whole congregation in living out the gifts and callings discerned during the Easter 
Season and commissioned on the Day of Pentecost.

Every year, Christians experience the contrast between the central seasons of Christmas and Easter, where 
we see God in the events around the coming of Christ, and the in-between times, where we see, speak 
about and join God’s ongoing work in the world.

We thus experience two regular cycles of preparation, celebration and action in ministry each year, with 
the Ordinary Times as the primary periods of action.

The color for this season is green.

mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:jillpuleo%40comcast.net?subject=
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Photo Gallery
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Youth Mission Photo Gallery
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Youth Mission Photo Gallery
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Jessica Brendler Naulty

Senior Pastor 
908-735-7025

Cell 908-400-2343
pastorjess@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025
office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Jess Vega
Coordinator of Youth Ministry

jess@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025
rose@sentforothers.org 

Eric & Erica Rasmussen
Digital Ministry Coordinators

erica@sentforothers.org

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Choir Coordinator

908-735-7025
choir@sentforothers.org

Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry

faith@sentforothers.org

mailto:pastorjess%40sentforothers.org%0D?subject=
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:jess@sentforothers.org
mailto:rose%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:erica%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:choir%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=

