
1

Pastor’s Message ...............Pg. 1-2

Combined Services ...............Pg. 2

Holy Week ...................................Pg. 3

Easter Egg Hunt ......................Pg. 4

SonRise 5K ..................................Pg. 4

Save the Date ...........................Pg. 4

Raritan Update .........................Pg. 5

Mom’s Group .............................Pg. 5

Youth Ministry ...........................Pg. 6

Match Your Gift ........................Pg. 6

Prayer Chain ..............................Pg. 6

Children’s Ministry .................Pg. 7

Trustee’s Corner ......................Pg. 8

Notes of Thanks ......................Pg. 8

Mission Opportunities .........Pg. 9

Mission Possible .....................Pg. 9

Flower Dedications ............ Pg. 10

Care Committee ................... Pg. 10

Shop Rite Cards for Sale . Pg. 10

Picture Gallery ........................ Pg. 11

CUMC Staff Directory .........Pg. 12

April 2019

to the April 2019 issue 
of the Clinton  United 
Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

Join Me at the River

Words move, music moves
Only in time; but that which is only living
Can only die. Words, after speech, reach
Into the silence. Only by the form, the pattern,
Can words or music reach
The stillness…

 - T.S. Eliot

The graveyard. The bell. The river. 

These are the settings in which I have led Easter sunrise services. 

The Graveyard
On a chilly Easter morning with snow still on the ground, we all walked into 
the graveyard. The people at this church liked to be reminded that death 
does not have the final say. They would gather among the tombstones to 
speak hope about how the grave will not win in the end, how in the final 
victory comes life. Until such a day, as God’s people they would gather 
amidst the tombs just like Mary did on the first Easter morning. Easter always 
breaks in while we walk among the tombs. 

The Bell
At another congregation at Easter sunrise, we would gather at the church 
bell that rang from the steeple in years past. When they built the new church 
there wasn’t a great need for a bell tower, so they simply had it placed on 

Welcome . . .

In This Issue:

Our Joyful 
Noise
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Combined Services 

Case family baptism reception following the service. 
All are invited!

the lawn in front of the church. One Easter I shared 
the words from the poet, John Donne:
Each man’s death diminishes me,
For I am involved in mankind.
Therefore, send not to know
For whom the bell tolls,
It tolls for thee.

The bell was a reminder for us who are mortal that 
we may all have to walk through the valley. The bell 
will come to ring for us. What we celebrate on Easter 
is again a reminder that though the bell tolls, we 
shall hear the sound of the voice of one who calls 
us good and faithful servants. Easter always has the 
final sound. 

The River
Here at Clinton UMC, we gather at the river. As the 
sun rises, we look at the beginning of this new Easter 
Day and praise God. This is my final Easter with you 

as your pastor, so I want to leave us with the words of 
another poet and writer from Psalm 46:4-5:

There is a river whose streams gladden God’s city, the 
holiest dwelling of the Most High. God is in that city. 
It will never crumble. God will help it when morning 
dawns.

Easter speaks to the resurrection and life which is 
ours. God is in the city. When morning dawns, God 
will help it. I believe that as we gather at the river 
again this Easter, we will discover God’s presence 
and help. Please join me at the river. 

Throughout Holy Week, we have opportunities to 
gather and grow in faith. Please join us.

  Sent for others, 
  Rev. Michael P. Smith, Senior Pastor 

michael@sentforothers.org 
908-735-7025 Ext. 1 
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Holy Week  
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SonRise 5K Easter Experience 
Do you like to walk or run?  Are you a morning 
person?  Join us for a unique Easter Sunrise 
experience!  

The SonRise 5k will be a community event held at 
the Clinton Township Fitness Trail on Easter morning, 
April 21.  Participants are invited to run or walk the 5k 
race and enjoy an ecumenical prayer service at 
sunrise.  For more information or to join the CUMC 
team contact Melissa at melissa@sentforothers.org.   

SonRise 5K  

Community Easter Egg Hunt

Save the Date!

Community Easter Egg Hunt 

Saturday, April 20 | 10am 

Interested in volunteering for this year’s 
event?  From hiding eggs to helping 
with crafts, there’s a place for everyone!   

Contact Melissa at 
melissa@sentforothers.org to sign up.

Save the Date!

Celebration of the Smith Family

Sunday, June 2
Following the Second Service

Clinton UMC
Details to come
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As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than 
your thoughts. As the rain and the snow come down 
from heaven, and do not return to it without watering 
the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it 
yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is 
my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return 
to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and 
achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”

     – Isaiah 55:9-11 

I love seeing the flowers beginning to come up in 
the spring.  Each little stem and bud is a sign of new 
life that brings joy and excitement.  After months of 
snow and cold, it is a relief to experience the warm 
days and the bright colors of new flowers, especially 
when they pop up in unexpected places.  

It is also a reminder to me that every season and 
moment is important.  God sends us the snow as 
well as the flowers.  Each plays an important role 
and purpose.  It is the same way with God’s word in 

our lives.  God sends us exactly what we need and 
always accomplishes his good purposes for us.  

We recently announced that we have found a 
location for Raritan Church.  After much prayer and 
searching, we are thankful that God has provided us a 
good place as a base for the work he will do through 
this new campus.  We also shared that because 
this process took longer than expected, we will be 
changing the official launch date to September 15.  
This gives us time to not only renovate the space but 
also to host a series of community networking and 
marketing events that will help us to launch well.

The months to come will be filled with much 
excitement for our new Raritan campus.  We will be 
hard at work transforming a former retail space into 
a worshipping space for our community.  Beyond the 
physical transformation, we are looking forward to 
hosting a number of outreach activities throughout 
the summer that will welcome new people into our 
community.  From family events to worship nights, 
each one of these connections will help us sow 
seeds of love that I believe God will use to yield a 
great launch and transformed hearts and lives.  

Our team would greatly appreciate your prayers and 
participation during these months ahead.  If you are 
interested in serving in some capacity, please contact 
Melissa at melissa@sentforothers.org.  Thank you 
again for your support and prayers!

~ Melissa Nyoni, Children’s & Family  
Ministry Director & Raritan Campus Pastor

Raritan Update

Our Moms’ Group meets one Saturday a month from  
9:00 am - 11:00 am.

Moms’ Group   

Next Gathering:
Saturday, April 27

Babysitting is available but must be reserved in advance.  
All moms are welcome! 

Want to learn more? Contact Jill Puleo at 
908-455-0706 or jillpuleo@comcast.net.
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Youth Ministry

This month we started a new series called “Boss.” This 
series is all about what in our lives we give authority 
to. It brings to light four pillars that often take hold of 
our lives: self, worry, stuff, and friendship. Our youth 
have been enjoying talks related to these pillars, as 
well as small-group time where they discuss each 
talk in greater depth. 

In addition to the start of this new series, we also 
enjoyed a very powerful and Spirit-filled worship 
night led by one of our youth worship teams! 

~ Mecan Payne, Director of Youth Ministries
mecan@sentforothers.org  908-735-7025

April Events

Sunday, 4/7  Youth Group
Sunday, 4/14  Youth Group
Saturday, 4/20 Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday, 4/21 Easter. No Youth Group
Sunday, 4/28 Youth Group

Match Your Gift

Does your employer match your gifts to charitable 
organizations? Some businesses match employee 
giving dollar-for-dollar or better. “Making a match” 
is simple:

•  Contact your human resources department 
for information on their matching gift 
program.

• If Clinton UMC is eligible for the program, 
request a matching gift form.

• Fill out the employee section and mail the 
form to Clinton UMC, PO Box 5331, Clinton 
NJ, 08809, Attn: Rose Leonard. 

As always, thanks for your generous support of 
Clinton UMC! 

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to 
receive the prayers of our people each week.  We 
appreciate every prayer that is lifted for healing and 
comfort for those who are in a time of trial.  You may 
also join us in the sanctuary each Thursday at noon 
to pray for our friends and loved ones.  Prayers may 
be sent to the church office through our app or email.  

Prayer is a treasure that is never exhausted.

Prayer Chain  
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Children’s Ministry

During the month of March, our Sunday School 
classes learned about contentment.  Contentment is 
“deciding to be happy with what you’ve got.”  The kids 
learned that God can help them to be happy in any 
situation.  Things may not always work out the way 
that we like, but with God there is always something 
good that comes.  As always, the kids had a great 
time learning and growing together! 

In April, we turn our hearts toward Easter!  Throughout 
this Easter month, the kids will learn about hope – 
“believing that something good can come out of 
something bad.”  Together, we will prepare our hearts 
for Easter learning about Palm Sunday, the cross, and 
the resurrection.  The kids will learn that our greatest 
hope comes because Jesus is alive!  

Also, in April is our annual Easter egg hunt!  Save the 
date for Saturday, April 20 at 10 am, for the community 
Easter Egg Hunt at the Clinton Community Center.  
Come look for eggs and enjoy snacks, crafts, and 
activities for the kids! These activities will be followed 
by a scavenger hunt downtown in partnership with 
The Guild of Clinton.  Don’t miss this morning of 
Easter fun!

Thank you again for your support of our children’s 
ministry. If you have any questions or would like to 
volunteer for this important ministry, please contact 
Albree Smith at albree@sentforothers.org. 
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In my last update, I asked the congregation to 
consider making a commitment to helping the 
Trustees maintain our facilities. I challenged us to 
form a group of like-minded people who would meet 
in fellowship and service to our local church. We’ll 
mostly do manual labor – but we can still have fun, 
meet new people, and find out what’s going on in 
other parts of our church. At the same time, we’ll give 
of ourselves and our time to maintain God’s property.  

Our first opportunity will be Saturday, May 4, our 
Church Spring Clean-up Day. We will remove the 
winter leftovers (leaves, tree limbs, etc.), install air 
conditioners in classrooms and meeting rooms, trim 
shrubs, and so forth. Much like our own homes, the 
Lord’s house needs an occasional sprucing up. You 
can expect to spend two to three hours of actual 
work time.

Churchwide participation is critical; the Trustees 
cannot do this alone. The Lord has blessed us with 
several properties, and I believe one way we show 
our thanks is by maintaining these gifts.

The Trustees have put plans in place to make this 
day fun and easy to navigate:

• A Trustee is being assigned to each location 
to facilitate the activities planned for that 
location. The locations and Trustees are:

o  Halstead Campus: Terry Oliver
o  Andreann Parsonage: Rus Titus
o  Farview Parsonage: Andrew Dunn
o  North Hunterdon Campus: Don Treece

• The youth group and community groups have 
been invited.

• Volunteers will be assigned to a work location 
before the work day. This way you will know in 
advance who your work partners will be. (Hint: 
recruit your group or family!)

• Lunch will be served afterwards.

What you need to do:
1) Place May 4 on your calendar today!
2) Decide which location you would like to 

support.
3) By April 12, contact the church office, one 

of the assigned Trustees, or Dick Peete to 
inform them of your commitment and which 
location you wish to be part of.  Dick can be 
reached at 908-730-7955 or via email at: 
r.b.peete@att.net.

4) Arrive at 9:00 am on May 4 and check in 
with your assigned Trustee.

The key to all of this is you. Please let us know you’re 
coming as soon as possible, allowing us to form the 
teams and properly prepare for the lunch.  I envision 
this as more of a church event than a workday task. 
Come and enjoy the fellowship, make new friends, 
learn new things and celebrate.

~ Dick Peete, Trustee Chair

Notes of Thanks
Dear Congregants,

Thank you so very much for your generous donation 
of pre-packaged food items to the Nutrition Kit 
project sponsored by Somerset Employee Reserve 
Volunteers.  As a result of our collective efforts, 
we were able to assemble 80 kits for children who 
are most vulnerable, and we are positive that your 
donations help to nourish the mind and bodies of 
those who received them.  Community partners are 
vital to the success of this program and I thank you 
for joining us to make a difference.

Sincerely, 
Kimberly Cowart 
The S.E.R.V. Planning Team

Dear Friends,

Thank you so much for remembering my 70 years 
as a member of CUMC.  I have enjoyed being an 
active member and CUMC is a beautiful place.  I 
have many memories of wonderful times spent 
in my church.  Frank Henderson and I had a great 
time talking about many things.  The card I enjoyed 
but no longer remember a lot of the people.  Why 
should I; many of the members are younger and I 
can’t get out to meet them.  Again, thank you for a 
great visit, communion and the beautiful flowers.

God is good,

Charles Housel
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Looking for some mission opportunities?  Here are 
some great ways that you can get involved in serving 
together this spring!

• Family Promise Hosting, April 7-14:  Make 
a difference, providing God’s love to the 
homeless.  See your Midweek News or the 
whiteboard in the social hall to volunteer.  (See 
the MissionPossible article for more.)

• Easter Dinner Kits: Collect food items to 
make an Easter dinner for a family in need.  
Kits should include a ham, boxed or canned 
side dishes, vegetables, drinks and a dessert.  
Please drop off kits at the church office by April 
17.  

• Church Clean-up Day, May 4: Come freshen 
up our church properties for spring!  Email 
r.b.peete@att.net or call 908-730-7955 to sign 
up to serve in beautifying our church grounds.  
Lunch will be provided by the Trustees and 
Care Committees!  (See the Trustee Corner for 
details.)

• Easter Candy Collection:  We are in need of 
individually wrapped, small Easter candies 
to be stuffed in the plastic eggs for the 
Community Easter Egg Hunt.  Drop your 
donation in the basket at the welcome desk. 
(Youth will stuff the eggs on April 14.)

Spring Mission Opportunities

MissionPossible

We are a faith community sent for others. But who, 
exactly, are you sent for?

If you feel that God is leading you to be sent for 
others in our own community, consider helping out 
the week of April 7-14 when homeless families in the 
Family Promise shelter program will be staying at 
Clinton United Methodist Church. We have openings 
for volunteers to cook, bring and share dinner, spend 
time in fellowship, and sleep over. You can check 
out the sign-up sheet in the social hall or go to 
signupgenius.com, click on the magnifying glass on 
the top right of the page, type in gcrawf216@gmail.
com and hit search.

Or perhaps God is calling you to serve others a bit 
farther away. Say, in York, Pennsylvania. For the 
second year in a row, we are sending a team of 
volunteers to spend a week serving with York Habitat 
for Humanity, helping people build homes, not just 
houses. This year, we will be heading out to York on 
Sunday, June 23, and returning either Friday, June 28, 
or Saturday, June 29. York is about a two-and-one-
half-hour drive from Clinton. Email Greg Crawford at 
gcrawf216@gmail.com or call/text 908-343-1936 for 
more information or to sign up.

~ Greg Crawford 

Who Are You Sent For?
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Our weekly Sunday morning fellowship 
time held between services, enjoyed by so 
many, is staffed each week by those in our 

congregation, as well as our Care Committee 
members who are willing to serve others. 

Thanks to our March hosts: Rosie Ranauro, Kathy 
Kushner, The Care Committee, Blanche Milheim 

and Priscilla Cartwright, The Youth Ministry, 
Childrens’ and Family Ministry and the  

Monday 3:45 Community Group.

Contact Nancy Smith for details. 
Email: nsbestemor@embarqmail.com

Show You Care: Share Coffee!   

Shop Rite Cards

4/7/19 Barb & Mike Stockl  celebrating 
their grandson Austin’s first birthday

4/14/19 Carol & Sandy Clark in honor of their  
 50th wedding anniversary

4/21/19 Easter Flowers

4/28/19 Available

Flower Dedications

Sign-up for altar flower dedications is located in the 
hallway.  Feel free to write your dedication in the spaces 
provided for the week of your choice.  The cost of the 
flowers each week is $35, which you can place in the 
offering plate with a note designating altar flowers.

Shop Rite Cards 
for Sale

Every Sunday, Shop Rite cards are available for 
sale in the social hall. 

 
5% of all sales go toward our church mission.  

Come prepared with cash or check.
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CUMC Picture Gallery
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Michael P. Smith 

Senior Pastor 
908-735-7025 Ext. 1 
Cell 609-435-2771 

michael@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025 Ext. 0 
office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Mecan Payne 
Director of Youth Ministries 

484-798-5339
mecan@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025 Ext. 4 
rose@sentforothers.org 

Corbin Payne 
Digital Ministry Lead 

908-735-7025 
corbin@sentforothers.org 

Melissa Nyoni
Director, Children’s & Family Ministry

908-735-7025 
melissa@sentforothers.org 

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Choir Director
908-735-7025

Albree Smith
Children’s Ministry Operations Manager

albree@sentforothers.org

Danielle Banes
Manager 

North Hunterdon Thrift Shop
danielle@sentforothers.org


