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August 2021

to the August 2021 issue 
of the Clinton  United 
Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

Welcome . . .

In This Issue:

Our Joyful 
Noise

The CHO-sen Words

Happy summer to you and yours!

Of all the beautiful things I see in God’s creation, I just love to see 
rainbows.  I grew up in the Aloha State while happily seeing rainbows 
often.  Lately, I have also seen rainbows in New Jersey, and that is a real 
treat.

Last week, I was driving onto our street, Andreann Drive, in Annandale.  
And, lo behold, we were greeted by this huge and awesome rainbow right 
above our parsonage.  It was totally unexpected and yet so mesmerizing.  
I parked my car on the side of the street, pulled out my cell phone, and 
started recording it.  

I remembered the stories in the Bible associated with the image of 
rainbows. The story of Noah stands out for me.  After the Great Flood that 
destroyed humans and other living things, God said to Noah that God 
will never destroy humanity with rain again.  As a sign of God’s unfailing 
promise, God showed a rainbow.

Rainbows reveal to us some important messages from God, including:

      •  A sign of God’s promise

      •  A sign of hope in God

      •  A sign of peace and harmony

(continue to next page)
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Encouraging Word Series

“The Most Frequently Asked Questions”

August 1: “How Can I Reflect God’s Heart in My life?” | 2 Corinthians 4:6, Acts 13;22 

August 8: “What Is the Role of the Prophets in the Bible?” | Deuteronomy 18:18,    
1 Corinthians 12:7-11 

August 15: “How Can I Increase Joy in My Daily Life?” | Psalms 118:24, Nehemiah 8:10, Romans 
15:13 – Beth Crawford will preach.

August 22: “How Can I Strengthen My Prayer Life?” | 2 Chronicles 7:14, 
Mark 11:24, Philippians 4:6-7 – Nick Tonzetich will preach.

August 29: “How Can I Let the Spirit of God Fall Afresh on Me?” | Psalms 51:10-12, Galatians 4:6

As we journey through this blessed month of August, it is my earnest prayer that each of you will journey 
through life with God’s promise, hope, peace and harmony.  God bless you richly!

Peace and Grace,
Pastor Brandon, Lead Pastor
brandon@sentforothers.org

mailto:brandon%40sentforothers.org?subject=


3

Giving Update

Thank you for your generous giving! Because you’ve faithfully supported Clinton UMC, we’re returning to 
most of our important ministries and missions. We just wrapped up another successful Kids’ Camp (aka 
VBS). We’re hosting AA again. And later this month, we’ll hold an outdoor concert for our church family 
and community. 

We’re still facing financial challenges. Our attendance and giving are down, in line with church trends 
around the nation. As you can see from the graphic, our expenses continue to outpace our giving. 

On the good news front, we are close to finalizing the sale of our second parsonage. It’s important to 
note that these funds will be available for capital projects only (such as major renovations) and cannot 
be used to meet our day-to-day budget. 

The other good news is that this gap could be easily addressed. If every member were to contribute 
$45, we’d be back in the black. Every dollar makes a difference. Thank you for your faithful support. 

Beyond the Wall Concert

Beyond the Walls Outdoor Concert
Thursday, August 26, 6:30-7:30 pm

Join us by the riverside (indoors in case of rain) for a 
great evening filled with friends and music. Watch 

for details!  

https://apnews.com/article/coronavirus-pandemic-pandemics-lifestyle-health-religion-cd5fbac2318cb58e1d5ec4a5d1c00ecc
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July began our JYM Summer of Fun. We took trips to Becky’s Drive-In, Ocean Grove, and went river 
tubing! A few of us helped at Kids’ Camp, which is always fun. August will bring a Mission Retreat at the 
Pinelands, some more water fun, and a trip to an amusement park, so please continue to pray for good 
weather!

As we return to our normal program in the fall, we are asking for dinner donations each Sunday. If you 
are interested in donating dinner to the youth at any point, please use this link or reach out to Jess Vega 
(jess@sentforothers.org) to sign up.

We ask that you would please continue to pray for our youth program in the following ways: 

• Pray for our summer program, that we may continue to meet and enjoy our time together safely.

• Pray for the physical health of our students, youth families, and leaders. 

• Pray for their missionary spirits as they work to help others. 

• Pray for spiritual growth, that the Holy Spirit would continue to plant seeds in the hearts of our students.

Youth Ministry

Jess Vega, Coordinator of Youth Ministries 
jess@sentforothers.org 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4fa5ab2aabfec34-jymdinner
mailto:jess%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:jess%40sentforothers.org%20%20?subject=
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Children’s Ministry

We had an incredible week at Kids’ Camp! (photos to come next month)  The children learned about 
God’s love through the different animals they found in the Bible.  Many thanks to all the volunteers who 
made the amazing week possible.   

Sunday school is glad to be back in person in the children’s wing! We celebrated the Fourth of July with 
several red, white and blue crafts, including paper spinners and firework paintings. We learned about 
how the church celebrates God’s love and made box forts to symbolize God’s love being like a fortress 
for us. 
Peace,
Faith Evers, Coordinator of Children’s Ministry
faith@sentforothers.org

Signs of Hope
Two in five adults have had symptoms of an anxiety or a depressive 
disorder as of February 2021, according to a recent CDC study. 
The pandemic has taken a toll on us all. To raise awareness of and 
destigmatize mental health issues, North Hunterdon Thrift Shop and 
Clinton UMC are collaborating on a mental health mission for the third 
quarter of 2021.

As part of the initiative, yard signs will be available for a $10 donation 
at the Thrift Shop, along with mental health resources from local 
organizations. 

 For a $10 donation, you can share a message of hope with a “You Are 
Enough” sign. Grab a sign at the thrift Shop after July 1. Proceeds will 
benefit local mental health organizations.

mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Trustee’s Corner

Somerset Patriots Fundraiser
The Somerset Patriots are now the AA Affiliate 
of the New York Yankees. Forget the “bad 
news bears”; welcome future stars of the 
winningest sports franchise in US history!

Clinton UMC has been gifted tickets to three 
games this season. The remaining game day 
is:

•  Sunday, August 29 at 5:05 pm; free t-shirts

Free parking is included.

Donate just $10 and you’ll be entered in for 
the drawing for four tickets to the game. Make 
checks payable to CUMC, and write Home 
Run Fund in the memo line. 

Contact the church office to buy tickets and financially support our congregation. 

As we begin to reemerge from our 18-month Covid hibernation, it’s time to bring everyone up to speed 
on what the Trustees have been doing. By the way, hibernation has not been one of our activities.

Two major efforts that I mentioned earlier in the year are about to come to fruition:  the sale of the 
Farview property (Mecan and Corbin’s former residence) and the replacing of the Halstead church 
parking lot.

As I type this article, we are in the process of trying to close on the sale of the Farview property. 
The house is under contract and the final inspections are underway, with some already completed.  
The tentative closing is scheduled for mid-July. The contracted selling price is $425,000. By church 
Discipline, all net proceeds will be placed in the capital-restricted account.

The project of replacing the Halstead parking lot is just getting launched. You may have noticed that I 
called it replacing, not repaving, because that is what is going to take place. 

The old asphalt and the old railroad timbers will be removed.  The parking lot will then be regraded and 
leveled.  Belgian block curbing will be placed around the side of the social hall and across the back 
of the social hall and sanctuary.  A new, interlocking retaining wall will be placed along the outer edge 
on the north side of the parking lot.  A four-inch base coat of asphalt will be laid and allowed to cure, 
followed by a two-inch top coat.  Concrete parking bumpers will be installed along the east side of the 
parking lot.  The whole lot will then be restriped. 

While all of this is underway, we will also replace the crumbling wall by the steps leading down to the 
education wing. In addition, we’ll replace some sections of settled and cracked sidewalk along Halstead 
Street, and we’ll upgrade the parking lot light heads to new energy-efficient LED lights. We will also be 
replacing the asphalt at the Andreann parsonage as parts of it are crumbling. (It is the builder’s original 
driveway!) 

The project will probably start in September and involve about three weeks of construction disruptions. 
While we have not signed any contracts yet, the current estimated cost of all the work is in the 
neighborhood of $146,000. Our District Superintendent has approved the release of capital-restricted 
funds for this effort.

I will keep you apprised as things progress.

Dick Peete
President, Trustees
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MissionPossible
Calling all lasagna lovers!

In our never-ending search for mission opportunities, we recently stumbled across a great one that 
anyone can do from the comfort of their own home. It’s called Lasagna Love and it was started at the 
beginning of the pandemic by a woman who was looking for ways to support moms in her community. 
So she—and her toddler—began cooking and delivering meals to families in her neighborhood who 
were struggling. The mission grew and today, you can be part of it! 

Here’s Lasagna Love’s mission statement:

“Lasagna Love is a nationwide grassroots movement that aims to positively impact 
communities by connecting neighbors with neighbors through homemade meal delivery. 
We also seek to eliminate stigmas associated with asking for help—especially from moms— 
when it is needed most.”

What we find great about this opportunity is that Lasagna Love will find someone in your community to 
help, so it stays local. They do say it could take a little while so if you sign up, you’ll need to be patient. 
Also, you can support Lasagna Love not only by cooking a meal, but by donating. And you can request 
a meal as well.

Here is a link to their website where you can find out all you need to know: lasagnalove.org. You can 
also contact Greg Crawford (908.343.1936) for more information.

Happy cooking!

Greg Crawford

Mission Chair

Prayer Chain

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to receive 
the prayers of our people each week.  We appreciate 
every prayer that is lifted for healing and comfort for 

those who are in a time of need.  

Call or email your request to the church office: office@
sentforothers.org or 908-735-7025. Prayer is a treasure 

that is never exhausted.

Moms’ Group

Our Moms’ Group will meet 

Saturday, August 21 at 10am in the social hall.

Want to learn more?  

Contact Jill Puleo at 908-455-0706 or jillpuleo@comcast.net.

http://lasagnalove.org
mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:jillpuleo%40comcast.net?subject=
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Photo Gallery
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Dr. Brandon Cho

Lead Pastor 
908-735-7025 Ext. 1 
Cell 973-525-2888 

brandon@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025 Ext. 0 
office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Jess Vega
Coordinator of Youth Ministry

jess@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025 Ext. 4 
rose@sentforothers.org 

Eric & Erica Rasmussen
Digital Ministry Coordinators

erica@sentforothers.org

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Choir Coordinator

908-735-7025
choir@sentforothers.org

Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry

faith@sentforothers.org

Danielle Banes
Manager 

North Hunterdon Thrift Shop
danielle@sentforothers.org

mailto:brandon@sentforothers.org
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:jess@sentforothers.org
mailto:rose%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:erica%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:choir%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:danielle%40sentforothers.org?subject=

