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April 2023

to the April 2023 issue 
of the Clinton  United 
Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

Welcome . . .

In This Issue:

Our Joyful 
Noise

The Spirit of Resurrection

Dear Church Family,

No matter how bitter cold or uncommonly warm the winter months are, I 
always love the transition from winter to spring. I love to watch the shoots 
breaking through the sleeping winter soil. I am anxious to witness new 
life bursting around us as buds open into beautiful flowers. Spring is a 
reminder of the new life that is just waiting to break forth!

For me, this transformation of cold, dead earth to rebirth and new life 
reflects the good news of the Gospel. Jesus laid buried in a cold, dark 
tomb, the hopes and dreams of his followers shattered, along with their 
broken hearts. Yet even from this dark place, God brought forth life, and 
like the buds breaking through the winter soil, Christ rose and broke the 
power of darkness—reminding us that hope is never dead. We, like the 
daffodils and the tulips, are meant to grow and blossom in the spirit of 
resurrection.

As we celebrate Easter this year, I invite you to reflect not only on the 
resurrection of Christ, but on all the ways we experience resurrection in our 
own lives and in our world.

(continue to next page)
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The words from Natalie Sleeth’s song “A Hymn of Promise” share this hope of new life and resurrection 
waiting in the unseen places of our lives.

In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree;
In cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free!
In the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be,
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.

There’s a song in every silence, seeking word and melody;
There’s a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me.
From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery,
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.

In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity;
In our doubt there is believing; in our life, eternity,
In our death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory,
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.

(Hymn of Promise; words and music: Natalie A. Sleeth, 1986)

May you experience the joy and blessing of Christ’s resurrection this Easter!

Rev. Jessica Brendler Naulty
Senior Pastor
pastorjess@sentforothers.org

908-400-2343 (cell)

Eastertide Worship Series: Rising Strong

Easter is a time to celebrate new life and 
new hope rising up from seemingly hopeless 
situations. And this good news of resurrection is 
not experienced by Jesus alone, but we too can 
participate in the resurrection hope of God! “Just 
as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory 
of God, so we also might walk in newness of 
life” (Romans 6:4b). The Bible is full of stories of 
redemption, change, and hope. Through four of 
those stories, we will discover how faith in a Risen 
Savior can transform our lives for the better here 
and now. No matter how big or how small we 
feel, God outstretches God’s hand, ready to raise 
us up.

April 9 (Easter Sunday):  Rising Strong  |  John 20:1-18
April 16: Rising from Skepticism (Doubting Thomas)  |  John 20:24-28

April 23: Rising from Denial (Peter)  | John 21:15-19
April 30: Rising from Hatred (Saul/Paul)  |  Acts 9:1-22

May 7: Rising from Quarreling (The Church)  |  Acts 15:1-21

mailto:pastorjess%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Holy Week and Easter

You are invited to journey through Holy Week with us, from remembering Jesus’ last supper to observing 
Good Friday to celebrating the joy and hope of Jesus’ resurrection. Do you have a friend or family member 
who needs to hear the Good News of Easter? This is the perfect time to extend an invitation. 

In addition to your presence, we welcome your prayers. You are invited to pray for spiritual renewal during 
this holy time: for yourself, for loved ones, and for the world. 

Major Outreach Event: Egg Hunt
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New LED Screens Installed

Clinton UMC’s projection has played a key role 
in our worship services—but we’ve struggled 
with screen readability issues due to the amount 
of natural light in the sanctuary. Now that our 
projectors have reached the end of their life span, 
we’ve replaced them with LED screens, which will 
provide dramatically higher clarity.

Our Worship Committee, Trustees, staff, and other 
servant leaders have been collaborating on this 
project for several months. It’s the culmination of a 
rigorous vendor selection process and a series of 
discussions on the why and how behind our next 
steps. 

We’re excited about our improved capabilities, but also recognize that getting used to a new look and new 
functionality may take time. We’re still working through a few glitches as we all learn the ins and outs of the 
new system. We ask for your patience—and we welcome your feedback!

Youth Ministry

JYM (Journey Youth Ministry)

March was filled with mission work and fun! We started the month 
with our Mystery Lock-In, where we solved a whodunit style 
mystery, played board games, had some friendly competition, ate, 
and even slept some (haha)! The youth also stuffed 1377 Easter 
eggs for the community egg hunt during our mission night and 
created some beautiful paintings during our paint night.
April will bring more fun, mission, and discussion. We will continue 
to meet in the youth room each Sunday from 5:30-7:30pm, unless 
noted otherwise. All youth entering grades 6-12 are welcome to join 
us at any time and dinner is always provided.

JYM MARCH SCHEDULE:
April 2:  Easter Activity 
April 9:   JYM will be CLOSED for Easter
April 16:  Squad Night 
April 23:  Mission Night  “All Hands on Deck!” (2:30 pm-7:30 pm)
April 30:  Squad Night
We are asking for dinner donations each Sunday to help feed our
youth. If you are interested in donating dinner to the youth, either on 
your own or as a small group, reach out to Jess Vega (jess@sentforothers.org).

Jr. JYM (Jr. Journey Youth Ministry)

A junior youth group for students in grades 4-6! Jr. JYM is a bimonthly gathering that offers fun, games, 
community, and an introduction to JYM programming and opportunities. Our March programming included 
filling 682 Easter eggs for the community egg hunt and a paint night with the JYM, where we had a blast!

(continue to next page)

mailto:jess%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Children’s Ministry

Our new program for preteens (ages 8-12) has begun, with this age group meeting every other week with 
leader Lisa Maul. As our preteens take a deeper dive into their faith and form meaningful connections with 
peers and church family, the younger children (ages 3-7) have their own focused time. Afterward, both 
groups join back together for crafts and activities. New children and new volunteers are always welcome!

Jr. JYM MARCH SCHEDULE:
April 2, 11:30 am-1:00 pm:  Easter Fun!
April 23, 11:30 am-4:30 pm:  “All Hands on Deck!” Mission
Friends are ALWAYS welcome!

We ask that you continue to pray for our youth programs in the following ways:
• Pray for our program, that we may continue to meet, grow, and build relationships together.
• Pray for the physical health of our students, youth families, and leaders.
• Pray for our students as they face school challenges, such as exams, homework, busy schedules, and 
social pressures.
• Pray for spiritual growth, that the Holy Spirit would plant seeds in the hearts of our students.

Jess Vega
Clinton UMC Youth Coordinator 
908-397-7812 (cell)

Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry
faith@sentforothers.org

mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Kids’ Camp

Mark your calendars: Kids’ Camp will be 
held August 7-11 this year from 9 am to 12 
noon. Every year, we welcome children 
from our community, as well as our church, 
to play, sing, snack and, of course, learn 
about God’s love. Please spread the word 
and watch for details. 

Why Are We Still Talking About Inclusion?

Shortly after I started here as the pastor of Clinton 
UMC, we received an email from a gentleman who 
was moving into the Clinton area in the late summer. 
In his message, he asked if he, his husband, and their 
soon-to-be-adopted child would be welcomed into 
our church; whether their marriage would be viewed as 
legitimate; and whether their child would be permitted 
to be baptized and treated the same as every other 
child in the church. 

My own personal convictions and theological 
understanding made me want to shout in response, 
“Yes! You will be received with open arms here at 
CUMC. Come and find your home here in our church!” 
But I was unsure at the time whether that would really be true or not. The prior month, we had received the 
results of the straw poll, which asked our congregation members about joining the Reconciling Ministries 
Network and, by doing so, publicly stating that we are an affirming church for LGBTQ+ individuals. While 
some voted in the affirmative, results of the poll were split. I knew that there were some at the church that 
struggled with what our faith taught about the diversity of human sexuality and gender identity and wanted 
to learn more before making a final decision. There were some who were uncomfortable with joining the 
RMN organization, and there were some who thought it was unnecessary because they believe we are 
“already a welcoming church.”

Rather than email the gentleman back, I called him, and we spoke about the poll results and CUMC’s 
conversations about whether we are or are not fully inclusive in our church. While I assured him that I 
would happily baptize their child and welcome them with open arms, I could not guarantee that everyone 
in the congregation would do the same. He thanked me for my honesty, wished us well in the process, 
and said we MIGHT see them after they moved to the area. Unfortunately, we never had the chance to 
welcome this family, as they never stopped in to visit.

(continue to next page)
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Making a Will: Key Steps

Walking into a new church community for the first time can be a daunting thing. Surrounded by a sea of 
new faces and unfamiliar traditions, knowing that you stick out like sore thumb as the “newbie,” sometimes 
people greeting you warmly, others looking right by you as if you’re not there. This is a universal fear for 
all people when they are new to a community. But there is an added dimension for people in the LGBTQ+ 
community. The Christian church is known for judging, condemning, and excluding people of sexual 
orientations and gender identities different than the “norm.” As a straight, cis-gender woman walking into 
a new church I don’t have to worry about people rejecting me for who I am or who I love. I don’t have 
to wonder if the pastor is going to condemn me from the pulpit, or tell me that Jesus doesn’t love me 
because of something that I didn’t choose about myself, but for how I was born.

When we say that we are already a welcoming church, I wonder how the LGBTQ+ community, who is 
taught to be wary about churches, would ever know that they would be welcomed here at CUMC. I 
honestly wonder how that gay married couple with a child would have been received here if they had 
come to worship with us. I know that we have openly LGBTQ+ folks active in our church membership. I also 
know that we have closeted LGBTQ+ folks who do not feel comfortable revealing their sexual orientations 
openly with our church community because of fear of rejection and exclusion.

This is why we need to keep having the conversation about inclusion—because we don’t even fully know 
what we mean when we say we are welcoming. As your pastor, my hope and prayer is to guide us to be 
as faithful and loving as we can possibly be, both individually and corporately, and to reflect the radical 
hospitality that Jesus taught and lived each day. If you are unsure of how our faith and scriptures intersect 
with the move towards full inclusion of LGBTQ+ individuals in the church, I pray that you would be willing 
to learn more—perhaps joining a Bible study about inclusion or attending a movie night hosted by the 
Rainbow team. I encourage you to listen to our LGBTQ+ community members and to try to put yourself in 
their shoes.

I trust that God’s love and grace is big enough to bind us together as a community of faith, even when we 
don’t see eye to eye on things, and that Christ’s welcome is big enough to extend to all. 

Pastor Jess

Photo by Pavlos Vaenas on Unsplash

People generally don’t like to think about it… but 
when you make a will, you lighten the load of those 
who will one day face the task of distributing your 
belongings. How to Make a Will on Ramsay’s online 
site lays out nine key steps for creating a will. 

Your will can help you make a difference in the world, 
according to the article, How To Include Charities In 
Your Will To Leave A Legacy (Source: Forbes.com). 
The article says that leaving assets to organizations 
and causes that you support can make estate 
planning easier to think about and is “likely to be the 
most important donation you’ll ever make.”

If you don’t have a valid will or, if yours needs 
updating, please check out these articles. And consider adding Clinton UMC to your list of beneficiaries. 
Your future gift could help ensure that our church’s ministries continue to make a difference in our 
community and world.

Photo by Melinda Gimpel on Unsplash

https://www.ramseysolutions.com/retirement/how-to-make-a-will
https://www.forbes.com/sites/nextavenue/2018/12/30/how-to-include-charities-in-your-will-to-leave-a-legacy/?sh=378aaed31928
https://www.forbes.com/sites/nextavenue/2018/12/30/how-to-include-charities-in-your-will-to-leave-a-legacy/?sh=378aaed31928
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MissionPossible

You’re Invited
Monthly Free Dinner at North Hunterdon 

Help us share love with this community!

Saturday, April 15, 5-6:30 pm* 

North Hunterdon Campus
51 Route 635, Hampton, NJ

Please RSVP to the church office at 908-735-7025 or office@sentforothers.org or online. *Can’t make it for 
dinner? Pick up from 4-5 pm. RSVP required.

NH Mission Center: Monthly Dinner at North Hunterdon

What Missions Do We Support?

One of the Mission Team’s goals is to support 
organizations that have a connection with the 
congregation. We regularly review the groups we support 
and consider our connection. Here are the groups that we 
support. If you support a group that you think the whole 
church should support, please let us know!

1)  Family Promise of Hunterdon County. CUMC has been 
a partner with Family Promise for around 30 years. Our 
support has ranged from hosting families in the program 
to supporting other host churches by delivering meals 
and spending time with guests, taking part in their annual 
fund raisers like Box City, and providing financial support.

2)  Raritan Valley Habitat for Humanity. We have been 
a longtime support of our local Habitat affiliate and, before the pandemic, regularly participated in special 
build days like Women Build and Saturday volunteer days. We have also provided RVHFH with financial 
support over the year. In fact, many years ago, we partnered with a couple other local churches to fund an 
entire house!

3)  LAMB Institute. If you ever have an opportunity to go to Honduras and spend a week working at LAMB, 
you’ll see a beautiful stained glass window above the door of the chapel. That was made by Art Femenella, 
Sr. In addition, our hands-on work will be evident in some of the buildings and wall that surrounds the 
orphanage. Like with Family Promise and Habitat, our relationship goes back many years. There’s even a 
LAMB-related love story…

(continue to next page)

mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
https://www.sentforothers.org/newnorth-hunterdon/nh-rsvp
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NH Thrift Shop Update

Spring is the best time to plan ahead and start new things. To 
create the best spring shopping experience for our customers, 
we offer a clean, well-organized store with exceptional 
customer service. Customers can easily navigate our store 
to find the best assortment of top fashion brands, luxury 
designer pieces and vintage, one-of-a-kind treasures. Our huge 
assortment of clothing, shoes, accessories, household items, 
furniture, electronics, toys, books, and more is always changing 
as we put out more than 100 new items each day! You never 
know what you are going to find in our unique offerings.

Special sales for April: Clothes tagged blue are 50% off. Green-
tagged and orange-tagged clothing items are only $1 each. 
The $2 basket sales for books and for children’s clothing/toys 
continue this month. Easter items are 50% off. Prom dresses and 
accessories are 50% off, too.

Open House: To celebrate Volunteer Month, the NH volunteers are inviting everyone to an Open House 
Tea on Saturday, April 22 from 11 am to 2 pm in the North Hunterdon Hope 
Center sanctuary. The volunteers want to encourage the community to 
drop in and check out what it means to be a NH Thrift Shop volunteer 
while enjoying delicious refreshments. If you’d like to learn more about 
volunteering, please join us.

Art/Jewelry Sale: On Wednesday, May 3, 3 – 6 pm and Saturday, May 6, 
9 am to 2 pm, the NH Thrift Shop will have an Art and Jewelry Sale. Come 
and see the beautiful artwork and jewelry the community has donated to 
our Thrift Shop in the Hope Center Sanctuary. Customers will find unique 
items to spruce up their homes or that perfect piece of jewelry for a 
special occasion. It will be a fun event for all.

The shop also thanks those who have donated shoes to Soles4Souls 
(S4S). The shop will continue to collect shoes of all types, conditions and 
sizes for donation to S4S. The shoes will be distributed worldwide by 
S4S, a nonprofit micro-enterprise program. Families in the program can 
refurbish and sell the donated shoes to help pay for food, housing, and 
education.

Celebrate the spring season,
Jane Treece
Lead volunteer

4)  Harvest Family Success Center. Former CUMC member Penni Trionfo is the director of development 
and special projects at Family Harvest, which bills itself as a place “to strengthen and empower individuals 
and families through family-centered activities, educational workshops, and access to resources needed 
to maintain healthy relationships.” Over the years we have supported Family Harvest through diaper and 
underwear drives, other collections, and financial contributions.

5)  Norwescap Food Bank. When the pandemic hit in 2020, all hands-on mission opportunities 
disappeared. We had been sending a group of volunteers to the Norwescap Food Bank once a month for 
about a half day for several years. When the pandemic eased, Norwescap was the only group with which 
we were able to reestablish a regular volunteer schedule. In addition to our hands-on work there, we 
support Norwescap financially.

6)  CUMAC. In 1985, the Center of United Methodist Aid to the Community, or CUMAC, was established 
as a food pantry in Paterson. Today, the organization has expanded its mission “to fight hunger and its 
root causes through a holistic, trauma-informed approach that provides groceries and basic necessities 
to families and individuals in need.” Former Executive Director Mark Dinglason visited CUMC in 2019 and 
shared his passion for the mission and desire to partner with us for the community. We support CUMAC 
financially. Early efforts to add a hands-on component to our service got cut short by the pandemic.

Greg Crawford, Missions Chair
Gcrawf216@gmail.com
908-343-1936

mailto:Gcrawf216%40gmail.com?subject=
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Care Committee

Our weekly Sunday morning fellowship time, held after worship and enjoyed by so many, is staffed each 
week by those who are willing to serve others.  Are you interested in helping offer this type of 
hospitality? Stop by the kitchen on Sunday morning to learn more and see the bulletin board to commit 
to lending a hand to this important ministry. Many thanks to all of you who donated toward our 
Shamrock Shower!  We very appreciate your generosity and are so grateful that we are able to have this 
wonderful fellowship after each service throughout the year.  A special thanks to Bonnie D. and Rosie R. 
for their hard work in this mission. Contact the church office for details: Email: office@sentforothers.org,  
Phone: 908-735-7025. 

Shop Rite Cards for Sale
Every Sunday, Shop Rite cards are available for sale in the 
social hall. 5% of all sales go toward our church mission.

Please come prepared with cash or check made out to CUMC.

UMC FAQ: Exploring Our Denomination

UMC FAQ is a new periodic column that will provide updates on the broader Methodist Church.

Question: What is disaffiliation, and are we disaffiliating from the United Methodist Church? 

Answer: This is a big question, but here is an overview:

The United Methodist Church has been described as a “Big Tent” that provides a home to diverse people 
who interpret various faith questions differently.

As you may know, our denomination has been divided for some time over issues related to human 
sexuality. A small percentage of churches are in the process of disaffiliating from, or leaving, the 
United Methodist Church. Most of those who are disaffiliating are doing so because they hold a more 
conservative view of LGBTQ+ questions. Many are joining a new denomination called the Global Methodist 
Church. 

By taking no action to disaffiliate, we will remain a part of the United Methodist Church. 

Greater New Jersey/Eastern Pennsylvania Conference Bishop John Schol, in an article on disaffiliation, 
encouraged the majority of churches that are remaining in the denomination to stay focused on the 
greater mission and purpose of the church:

On the last night of his life, Jesus gathered with his disciples in a room. During the evening, there were 
differences between the disciples and heated debate. One of disciples would turn Jesus in to the 
authorities, another would deny he even knew Jesus and by the end of the evening, not one would be left 
standing with Jesus. But in the midst of their differences, Jesus would continue to stand with them and by 
them. In a very troubling time for Jesus and the disciples, Jesus said, let not your hearts be troubled. 

The majority of congregations in GNJ, both traditional orthodox and progressives, are staying in the midst 
of their differences. One matter is not going to divide them. Like Jesus and even the disciples, there will 
be differences, but we have a greater mission and ministry that we are focused on. I am deeply proud of 
clergy and lay leadership who have led their congregations to continue to focus on the greater mission 
and purpose of the church.

Ultimately that is why Jesus could tell his disciples to not be troubled. God had a plan and mission bigger 
than any one of their differences. Jesus would not let them or the mission be compromised by their 
differences.

Source: Bishop’s Monthly Relay Column, October 22

mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
https://www.gnjumc.org/news/bishops-monthly-relay-column-october/
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Prayer Chain

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to receive the 
prayers of our people each week.  We appreciate every prayer 
that is lifted for healing and comfort for those who are in a time 

of need.  

Call or email your request to the church office: office@
sentforothers.org or 908-735-7025. Prayer is a treasure that is 

never exhausted.

Moms’ Group

Our Moms’ Group meets once a month in the social hall. If you’re 
a mom—no matter what age your children are—consider joining 
us. Want to learn more?    Contact Jill Puleo at 908-455-0706 or  

jillpuleo@comcast.net.

Next Moms’ Group meeting:  Saturday, April 22, 10 am Clinton 
UMC social hall

Crazy Card Game Night

Join us Saturday, April 29, at 7:00 pm for an evening of 
laughter, fellowship and snacks playing Crazy Cards. The 
game is fun and easy to play, so no experience is necessary.

Please RSVP through the church office at 908-735-7025.  
For more information or any questions, contact Priscilla 
Cartwright of the Care Committee at 908-752-9683 or 
pacartwright61@gmail.com.

Church Season
Lent began on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday (April 8). 
Easter/Holy Week is the week of Christian observances leading to Easter Sunday. It begins with Palm 
Sunday, April 2. Purple and red are the colors used at this time, which progresses through Holy or Maundy 
Thursday and then Good Friday (when the seasonal color shifts to black). It culminates with the Easter 
Sunday celebrations April 9, when the seasonal color is white.

The majority of the world’s Christians, including United Methodists, have used the following means to 
arrive at the timing of our celebrations during Holy Week. 
•Thursday evening: Last Supper and Great Commandment.  After sundown marks the beginning of the first
day (Eve of Friday). Jesus is arrested and tried.
•Friday morning: First day continues, and Jesus is executed, removed from the cross and buried.
•Friday sundown: Second day begins. (Eve of Sabbath/Saturday).
•Saturday (sunrise to sunset): Jesus lies in the tomb.
• Saturday sundown: Third day begins. (Eve of Sunday).
• Sunday morning: Third day continues and Jesus is raised from the dead.

mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:jillpuleo%40comcast.net?subject=
mailto:pacartwright61%40gmail.com?subject=
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Photo Gallery
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Jessica Brendler Naulty

Senior Pastor 
908-735-7025

Cell 908-400-2343
pastorjess@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025
office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Jess Vega
Coordinator of Youth Ministry

jess@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025
rose@sentforothers.org 

Eric & Erica Rasmussen
Digital Ministry Coordinators

erica@sentforothers.org

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Choir Coordinator

908-735-7025
choir@sentforothers.org

Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry

faith@sentforothers.org

mailto:pastorjess%40sentforothers.org%0D?subject=
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:jess@sentforothers.org
mailto:rose%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:erica%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:choir%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=



