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April 2022

to the April 2022 issue 
of the Clinton  United 
Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

Welcome . . .

In This Issue:

Our Joyful 
Noise

The CHO-sen Words

April is a very special month for us followers of Jesus Christ.  During 
this month, we are led to re-experience our Lord’s triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem, the Holy Week, his suffering, sacrifice and death on the cross 
(his crucifixion) and his glorious resurrection.

As someone said, “history means his story.”  In other words, the story of 
our Lord Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection is intimately connected 
to our human history and powerfully reshapes our understanding of the 
past, present and future.  His story becomes our story.  Jesus, the Son of 
God and Son of Man, became one of us, sacrificed his life for us, and rose 
from the dead for us.  His story gives us a holistic view of life, death and 
life new and eternal.  And we can sing joyfully that “because he lives, I can 
face tomorrow.  Because he lives, my fear is gone.  And life is worth living 
because he lives!”

May God bless you with a deeper understanding and appreciation of his 
story — his suffering, death and resurrection.  So be it.

Peace and Grace, 
Pastor Brandon
Lead Pastor
brandon@sentforothers.org
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Giving Update

Make a Will; Make an Impact

Less than half of U.S. adults have a will that details how they would like their estate to be handled after 
their death, according to a 2021 Gallup Poll. 

When you make a will, you lighten the load of those who will face the task of distributing your belongings 
after your death. “How to Make a Will” on ramseysolutions.com details a 10-step checklist if you need to 
start from scratch.

Your will can help you make a difference in the world, according to an article on Forbes.com. How To 
Include Charities In Your Will To Leave A Legacy says that leaving assets to organizations and causes 
that you support can make estate planning easier to think about and is “likely to be the most important 
donation you’ll ever make.”

If you don’t have a valid will, or if yours needs updating, please check out these articles. And consider 
adding Clinton UMC to your beneficiaries. Your gift can help build our church’s future.

Sermon Series

April 3: Scout Sunday 
“Self Control and Freedom”

Romans 8:7-11; Galatians 5:13-26

April 10: Palm Sunday
“Who Is Coming to Town?”

Matthew 21:1-11

April 14: Maundy Thursday
“In Gethsemane”

Matthew 26:36-46

April 15: Good Friday
Guided Meditation in the Sanctuary 

(Online, as well)

April 17: Easter Sunday 
“The Final Word Belongs To…”

Luke 24:1-12

April 24: 
“Faith It!”

John 20:24-29

https://news.gallup.com/poll/351500/how-many-americans-have-will.aspx
https://www.ramseysolutions.com/retirement/how-to-make-a-will
https://www.forbes.com/sites/nextavenue/2018/12/30/how-to-include-charities-in-your-will-to-leave-a-legacy/?sh=7290e5271928
https://www.forbes.com/sites/nextavenue/2018/12/30/how-to-include-charities-in-your-will-to-leave-a-legacy/?sh=7290e5271928
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Are you active on social media? If so, an easy way to support Clinton 
UMC and share encouragement is through our Facebook and 
Instagram accounts. 

Clinton UMC’s Facebook page is https://www.facebook.com/
sentforothersclinton. We use it to share our Sunday messages, notes 
of encouragement, and other news with broad appeal. Facebook is 
meant to be an interactive platform, so we’ll be devoting more time 
to starting conversations. If you see a post with a question, chime in! 
The more responses we get, the more people see our messages. 

You can find and follow our Instagram page here: https://www.
instagram.com/sentforothersclinton/. We use this platform primarily 
to share photos related to our services and short, visual encouraging 
messages. We haven’t been consistently active on this platform, but 
we’re ramping up our presence. 

Thrift shop social media

Because it has its own unique purpose, the North Hunterdon Thrift 
Shop has its own Facebook and Instagram pages. You can follow 
these pages for current information on sales and events, as well as 
an occasional positive message. Please share your favorite Facebook 
finds with friends. 

Share love your way

Facebook and Instagram are simple platforms to share messages 
of God’s love. Consider sharing our content regularly, whether it’s a 
message of hope or an invitation to a worship service. 

If You Like Us, Like Us

https://www.facebook.com/sentforothersclinton
https://www.facebook.com/sentforothersclinton
https://www.instagram.com/sentforothersclinton/
https://www.instagram.com/sentforothersclinton/
https://www.facebook.com/northhunterdonthrift
https://www.instagram.com/northhunterdonthrift/
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Youth Ministry
JYM

March has been very busy! We had a 
movie night and two fundraisers to help 
fund our way to Puerto Rico. Thanks 
to everyone who came out to our 
Potato Party, and those who “hired” our 
students on our March work day! If you 
missed out on the work day, we have 
another one coming on May 7. Let us 
know how we can help!

We also worked through a new series on 
justice which has taught us that justice is 
love in action. 

We will continue to meet in the youth room each 
Sunday from 5:30pm-7:30pm unless noted otherwise. 
All youth in grades 6-12 are welcome to join us at any 
time and dinner will be provided. 

Anyone in grades 7 through 12 who would like more 
info on our “Confirmation Boot Camp” scheduled for 
April 24, please contact the church office or Jess Vega 
by April 15.

The upcoming JYM schedule is as follows:

April 3 - Squad Night

April 10 - Activity Night

April 17 - JYM is CLOSED (Happy Easter!)

April 24 - Mission Night 

We are asking for dinner donations each Sunday to 
help feed our youth. If you are interested in donating dinner to the youth at any point, either on your own 
or as a small group, please visit this link or reach out to Jess Vega (jess@sentforothers.org) to sign up.

Jr. JYM

Our junior youth group for students in grades 4-6 is a once-a-month gathering that offers fun, games, 
community, and an introduction to JYM programming and opportunities. Our next meeting will be Sunday, 
April 3 from 11:30-1:30 in the youth room. Pizza lunch will be provided. 

We ask that you would please continue to pray for our youth programs in the following ways: 

• Pray for our spring program, that we may continue to meet and enjoy our time together. 

• Pray for the physical health of our students, youth families, and leaders. 

• Pray for our students’ missionary spirits as they work to help others and fundraise towards our mission 
trip to Puerto Rico where we will help with hurricane relief. 

• Pray for spiritual growth, that the Holy Spirit would continue to plant seeds in the hearts of our students. 

Jess Vega, Clinton UMC Youth Coordinator 
908-397-7812

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4fa5ab2aabfec34-jymdinner
mailto:jess%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Community Easter Egg Hunt

CUMC Sweatshirts

Show your love for CUMC with a beautiful 
French terry sweatshirt! Get yours from Alex and 

associates in the social hall on Sundays after 
service or contact the church office.  

Suggested donation is $25. 
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NH Thrift Shop
  Did you know April is National Volunteer 
Month? In today’s hectic world, we don’t 
always say “thank you” enough. But it’s 
important for us to acknowledge that 
our North Hunterdon Thrift Shop mission 
wouldn’t exist without the assistance of 
our many volunteers. 

Volunteering is a choice—a noble 
choice—that these exceptional people 
have made on behalf of CUMC and 
the community. So, this month, CUMC 
extends its heartfelt thanks to our faithful 

volunteers for their service and selfless dedication to the shop. These volunteers include Joan Boehm, 
Sheila McIntyre, Lauren Farese, Elaine Peete, Fran Kelson, Sandi Graham, Lynne Danik, Susan Lavin, Lisa 
Maul, Lisa Jenkins, Chris Steinberg, Sammy Scheuer, Jill Jordan, Molly Padmos, Carolyn Davis, Emily Colo 
and Jane Treece. We would also like to thank Beth Crawford, Rev. Brandon Cho, and CUMC Trustees Dick 
Peete, Don Treece, Brian Wolfe, and Peter Godshalk for their vital support. If you know people on these 
lists, we encourage you to thank them for their significant contribution to the thrift shop and its mission of 
serving others.

Have some fun thrifting in April and find items that will help you get 
the jump on the warmer weather. New prices on spring and summer 
clothing are definitely a bargain at the Shop.  The NH Thrift Shop is 
becoming a place where you can “Get It All.” Our Prom Dress Shop is 
overflowing with beautiful dresses.   Prices are $10 for a short dress 
and $15 for a long dress. Shoppers can also find the perfect shoes 
and other prom accessories. 

The shop continues to collect shoes of all types, conditions and 
sizes for donation to Soles4Souls (S4S), and thanks those who have 
donated to the mission. S4S, a nonprofit, micro-enterprise program, 
distributes the shoes worldwide and families in the program refurbish and sell the shoes to help pay for 
food, housing and education. Those donating shoes should call on arrival and a shop volunteer will remove 
them from the donors’ cars.

Donations of clean, good-quality clothing and home goods are being accepted at the shop in a contact-
free process. Please call 908-735-0177 during shop hours to make an appointment to donate.  This month, 
besides shoes, we seek donations of jewelry, kitchenware, spring and summer clothing, spring items, 
books, outdoor activities & gardening items and tools, small furniture, and household décor.

Every day is a fresh start. Start your day by making a difference and meeting great people—volunteer at 
the NH Thrift Shop. If you have a warm smile and a heart for others, this may be the ministry for you! You 
don’t need experience, and you can choose days/times that work for you. For more information, call 908-
735-0177, email office@sentforothers.org or visit the shop on Facebook or Instagram.

To celebrate the Easter season, the shop will be closed April 16 through April 24, and will reopen April 25.

Enjoy the springtime,
Jane Treece, Lead volunteer

mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=


8

Care Committee

Our weekly Sunday morning fellowship time, held after worship and 
enjoyed by so many, is staffed each week by those who are willing to 
serve others.  Anyone interested can stop by the kitchen on Sunday 
morning to learn more and see the bulletin board to commit to lending a 
hand to this important ministry.

Contact the church office for details: Email: office@sentforothers.org,  
Phone: 908-735-7025. 

Shop Rite Cards for Sale

Every Sunday, Shop Rite cards are available 
for sale in the social hall.

5% of all sales go toward our church mission.

Please come prepared with cash or check 
made out to CUMC.

Rainbow Team Update
Thank you all for your good questions about becoming a reconciling 
congregation that welcomes and affirms all people regardless of sexual 
orientation and gender identity. We’ve had great discussions in our initial 
meetings, and we’re looking forward to continuing the conversation. 

Several of the questions that we’ve heard relate to what the Bible says 
about sexuality. Many of you are supportive of the LGBTQ+ community 
but also want to take a closer look at Scripture. To that end, Pastor 
Brandon will lead a Zoom discussion on: 
The Bible and Human Sexuality
Tuesday, April 5, 7:30—8:30 pm

Please join us as we look more closely at what Scripture has to say about 
this important subject. Contact the church office to RSVP and to receive 
the Zoom link. 

For more detail on our reconciling ministry exploration, check out last month’s newsletter article (click here 
and go to page 7) or our informational page. 

Kelly Lewis (klewis22micro@gmail.com) and 
Kathleen Morgan (osteolady@yahoo.com), Rainbow Team co-chairs

NH Mission Center
Monthly Dinner at NH

You’re Invited
Free Monthly Dinner & Pet Therapy Presentation at North Hunterdon

Saturday, April 23, 5-6:30 pm*
North Hunterdon Campus
51 Route 635, Hampton, NJ

Please RSVP to the church office at 908-735-7025 or office@sentforothers.org or online.

*Can’t make it for dinner? Pick up from 4-5 pm. RSVP required.

mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/c7/c7bc045e-2bb2-49a2-b884-2415b2774125/documents/CUMC_March_2022.pdf
https://www.sentforothers.org/welcoming-the-lgbtq-community
mailto:klewis22micro%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:osteolady%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
https://www.sentforothers.org/newnorth-hunterdon/nh-rsvp
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Prayer Chain

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to receive 
the prayers of our people each week.  We appreciate 
every prayer that is lifted for healing and comfort for 

those who are in a time of need.  

Call or email your request to the church office: office@
sentforothers.org or 908-735-7025. Prayer is a treasure 

that is never exhausted.

Moms’ Group

Our Moms’ Group will meet Saturday, April 23 at 10:00 am 
in the social hall.  Want to learn more?  Contact Jill Puleo 

at 908-455-0706 or jillpuleo@comcast.net.

Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which began on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy 
Saturday. 

Easter Week:  The week of Christian observances leading to Easter Sunday. It begins with Palm Sunday 
(April 10, purple or red) and progresses through Holy or Maundy Thursday (purple or red) and Good Friday 
(black). It culminates with the Easter Sunday (April 17, white) celebrations.
The vast majority of the world’s Christians, including United Methodists, have used the following means to 
arrive at the timing of our celebrations during Holy Week. 
          •  Thursday evening: Last Supper and Great Commandment.  After sundown marks the beginning of
             the first day (Eve of Friday). Jesus is arrested and tried.
          •  Friday morning: First day continues, and Jesus is executed, removed from the cross and buried.
          •  Friday sundown: Second day begins. (Eve of Sabbath/Saturday).
          •  Saturday (sunrise to sunset): Jesus lies in the tomb.
          •  Saturday sundown: Third day begins. (Eve of Sunday).
          •  Sunday morning: Third day continues and Jesus is raised from the dead.

Church Seasons

mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:jillpuleo%40comcast.net?subject=
https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-when-did-ash-wed-begin-and-why-do-we-celebrate-it
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Youth Photo Gallery
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Photo Gallery
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Dr. Brandon Cho

Lead Pastor 
908-735-7025 Ext. 1 
Cell 973-525-2888 

brandon@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025 Ext. 0 
office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Jess Vega
Coordinator of Youth Ministry

jess@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025 Ext. 4 
rose@sentforothers.org 

Eric & Erica Rasmussen
Digital Ministry Coordinators

erica@sentforothers.org

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Choir Coordinator

908-735-7025
choir@sentforothers.org

Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry

faith@sentforothers.org

mailto:brandon@sentforothers.org
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:jess@sentforothers.org
mailto:rose%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:erica%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:choir%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=

