
November 1, 2021

Greetings brothers and sisters in Christ,

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Thank you for the wonderful welcome you have extended to my family and me as I have answered the Call
to serve among you as your Senior Pastor. The Elders have shared with me the excitement you feel, and the
positive expectation you have, for the future of our church. I want you to know that I feel the same
excitement, and even now as I write these words to you, I feel the presence of the Holy Spirit moving
within our church!

In these first six-months, I will be working on getting to know you while also studying the many and
various ministries we offer as a church. I ask you to join me in prayer and reflection about God’s Call for
our church over the next five to ten years. While we take this time to listen to God and open our hearts to
discern the Holy Spirits leading, we will be organizing our journey forward.

I want to share a personal story with you that may illustrate just where we are as a church at this point. I
have always been near sighted, but when I hit my forties, I realized I was having trouble reading things up
close. So, off to the optometrist. To my surprise he said, “Your right on time!” I said, “For what?” He
replied, “For bifocals.” Apparently, if people are going to get bifocals it typically happens in their forties.
While I pride myself at being on time for things, this was one thing I would have appreciated being late for.
In the end, what I received were trifocals. Lower section for up close, middle for computers, and upper
section for long distance. My new glasses took a little getting used to. My eyes had to figure out how to go
between the three different lenses, it was a different type of focus, but once I got used to it, everything was
much clearer.

Now, the direction of our journey together may seem a bit blurry at the moment, but we will be getting a
new prescription which will bring things into focus. I am calling this prescription The ACC Stay Healthy
Strategic Plan. This plan will be our way of “Bringing Our Vision to Reality,” which is also our
stewardship theme for 2022. In a way, our stewardship theme can be seen as our new glasses and, together
with our strategic plan, assist us in taking our next steps as a congregation. To undergird our next steps, or
put on our new glasses if you will, we need strong financial support. As your Senior Pastor, I am asking you
to consider Luke 6:38, “Give and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good measure –
pressed down, shaken together, and running over. For by your standard of measure it will be measured to
you in return.”
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Jesus is teaching us about what in business we might call, Capital Infusion. Although often done from one
successful company division to another less successful one, the term can also be used when funding a new
company venture. In our case the latter is true. We are funding a new venture, and Jesus is teaching us that
if we fund it generously the return will be as, or even more, generous.

One of the most intriguing aspects of Jesus’ teaching for me is the “pressed down, shaken together, and
running over” analogy. It reminds me of a trending YouTube montage of videos around combining Coke
with Mentos candies. Apparently, when you combine the two there is a chemical reaction that creates a
huge explosion of carbonation and fizz that shoots out of the coke bottle. I have even seen videos where a
person has turned the bottle upside down and it takes off like a rocket. This image of a rocketing,
overflowing, fuzzing bottle is what I get in my mind when Jesus talks about generous giving.

When we give like Jesus is teaching about, our ministry will rocket forward. It will overflow with ministry
and bring the fuzzing vitality of the Holy Spirit into our community!

In the coming weeks, I will be preaching a stewardship series on our theme “Bringing Our Vision to
Reality.” I hope you will make every effort to attend worship or watch the series online. You will also be
receiving a commitment card with a Stewardship 2022 pamphlet in the mail.

Please take time to prayerfully consider how God is asking you to generously give towards “Bringing our
Vision to Reality.” Reflect on all that you read in this letter, see in the Stewardship 2022 pamphlet, and
hear in the teachings of our Lord through the preaching of His Word. Then, I invite you to fill out your
commitment card, which you can return by mail, or bring to our Commitment Sunday, November 21,
2021.

“Now may the God who gives perseverance and encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one
another, according to Christ Jesus, so that with one purpose and one voice you may glorify the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” – Romans 15:5,6

In Gratitude, and on behalf of our Stewardship Team,
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