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4
Simeon and Anna
Scripture
Luke 2:21-38

Focus
Simeon and Anna gladly welcomed the Savior.

Faith Nurture Goals
• Sense how eagerly Simeon and Anna waited for Jesus.
• Joyfully welcome Jesus as our Savior.
• Join others in praising Jesus.

Memory Challenge
Luke 2:8-14

Reflection: Getting into the Story
As Luke continues telling the story of Jesus we meet some more unexpected people who 
welcome him. We’ve met Mary and Joseph, young and poor, and the shepherds, earthy and 
disreputable. Now Luke calls us to ponder two old people in the temple who take the infant 
in their arms.

Just by skimming the text, two words dominate the story: Law and Holy Spirit. Luke sig-
nals that it’s terribly important that Jesus’ parents follow God’s law in this birth. It’s not as 
though the first two-thirds of the Bible get ripped away as a new era of grace dawns. Rather, 
it all comes to fulfillment with Jesus’ birth. 

The law of Moses stipulates four important actions after the birth of a child. The child is 
circumcised on the eighth day, symbolizing his covenant status. The mother must undergo a 

ritual purification since she is rendered “unclean” after the birth (and is therefore un-
able to participate in any official religious observance). Next the child is “present-

ed” at the temple in Jerusalem and “consecrated” with a sacrifice there. The last 
action recalls the time of the Exodus, when the angel of death struck down the 

firstborn of Egypt while the houses of the Hebrews were “passed over.” From 
that time, the life of every firstborn child belonged to God. So, in a ritual 
that reminded Israelites of their salvation from Egypt, every firstborn boy 
was redeemed by the payment of an offering in the temple. (The sacrifice 
mentioned in verse 24 was for Mary’s purification.)

Why all this stuff about the law? Luke wants us to know that Jesus did not 
come to destroy the law, but to fulfill it. He is the ultimate fulfillment of the 

covenant promise to Abraham, of which circumcision was a sign and seal. 
He is the firstborn Son who will die and rise again for the redemption of the 

world. He is the one who will take away our uncleanness and make us pure.

This is where the two old people—Simeon and Anna—and the Holy Spirit came 
in. Simeon was in the temple that day because the Holy Spirit moved him to be there at 

that moment. Anna was always there because she was a prophet, that is, someone through 
whom the Holy Spirit especially spoke and acted. 

Their spirit was one of patient waiting. This waiting was not like waiting in line at the check-
out. It was waiting in faith for the sure action of God, waiting to see God’s promises fulfilled. 
This particular day the wait was over. Each of them, moved by the Holy Spirit, knew that this 
was the child of promise. 
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In a profoundly touching action, Simeon took the child in his arms and offered a prayer of 
thanksgiving to God, a prayer that has become the last prayer at the close of day for count-
less Christians across the centuries. Simeon says, in effect, “This is what I’ve been hoping 
and waiting for all my life long; God’s salvation has finally arrived.” His prophetic words to 
Mary must have pierced her soul. Anna, a long-time widow, had dedicated her life to prayer, 
and now she too saw the child and believed. 

While his birth is unnoticed in the larger world, Jesus is welcomed by the disreputable shep-
herds and these obscure old people, pious in the best sense of the word, their expectant faith 
rewarded with sight. 

Wondering
• Try to picture in your mind the scene as Simeon and then Anna meet the Christ child in 

the crowded, bustling temple. 
• How is Jesus destined to “cause the falling and rising of many in Israel”? Who falls and 

who rises?
• Why is it important that Mary and Joseph did “everything required by the Law of the 

Lord?”

Teaching
• This story displays a deep connection between the old and the young. 

Some of your children may think of faithful grandmothers and grand-
fathers as they hear the story. Also remember those who do not have 
that gift. 

• Some of the key concepts here are tough to get across at this age, but 
children will build on the details as they grow in faith. These stories 
will continue to ripen in their minds and hearts. 

• As much as possible try to make the connections between the Old 
 Testament and the New in this story. It’s important for children see the 
Bible as one whole story, rather than merely a series of discrete stories.

Session at a Glance
Steps Time Activities Session-Specific Materials Multiple 

Intelligences

Gathering for 
God’s Story

15 Praise and 
prayer

	Songs: “Joy,” “Amen”
	Story symbols from previous sessions
	Story symbol, session 4 (printable page 57)

Entering the 
Story

8-10 Story 	None needed

Living into the 
Story

8-10 LIVE in 
Jerusalem 
Temple

	None needed

Living Out of 
the Story

10 Praise Maze 	Praise Maze cards (printable page 65)
	Show and Share papers, session 4

General Materials
Each session of Dwell includes 

specific materials you’ll need for 
teaching it, such as printable pages 
or props to use for telling the story. 

In addition, you’ll want to keep a 
stash of the usual church school 

teaching supplies: Bibles, scissors, 
markers, crayons, board or 

newsprint, and the like, including a 
CD player or MP3 player.
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Step 1  Gathering for God’s Story
The joy of today’s session is sharing with the kids that the news of the Savior’s arrival begins 
to spread. You hear about the day when a kindly old man and woman were able to turn their 
wrinkled faces toward Jesus and place their weakened eyes on his flesh after waiting decades 
to meet the Messiah. They explode with joy! Now that’s a story worth telling with all your 
heart! Enjoy every minute! 

Welcome the kids with a warm smile, greeting each one by name as you gather them around 
you. Ask them to think back and recall a time they had to wait a long time. Have them share 
their experiences, and be sure to share yours too. Talk about why waiting is so hard to do. 

Consider together how some things are easier to wait for than others—waiting to see the 
dentist is much easier than waiting for your birthday, for example! Note that our willingness 
to wait depends on how much the thing we’re waiting for means to us. Tell kids that every-
one was willing to wait for Jesus because he is the best gift God has given us. Jesus is our 
Savior, the Messiah! Nothing could or will ever be as important to us as Jesus coming. 

Look at the story symbols together. Invite your group to tell you about the stories that each 
symbol represents, calling on a different child to tell you about each symbol in turn. Add 
today’s symbol and wonder about it together. Any ideas about whose arms are holding the 
baby?

Tell them that the part of God’s big story that they’ll hear today happens in a temple. It 
involves two people who had been waiting many, many years to meet someone very, very 
special. Add that they’ll have to wait to hear the story though—first you’re going to worship 
God together!

Sing one or both of the songs you’ve been learning this unit—“Joy” and “Amen”

Before you begin your prayer, ask your group if there are any things they have been waiting 
for—maybe for a sick friend to get better, a lost pet to be found, a parent to return home—
that they would like you to pray about. As part of your prayer you might also
• thank God for bringing you all together.
• thank God that Jesus was born.
• ask God to help us listen and learn what he wants to teach us.
• thank God for giving us the Bible—God’s great big story.

Step 2  Entering the Story
As you take out your Bible, tell your group that today’s story is about what happened soon 
after the birth of Jesus. It’s the next part of God’s big story.

Ask the group to greet the story together with these words:

Storyteller: And now it’s time— 
Listeners: for God’s big story!

Open the Bible to the story. Point out that the name of the book is Luke. He was a doctor 
who wrote this part of God’s story. 

The story follows:

Many people still didn’t know that Jesus had come. There was no Internet, no phones, no 
TV. News traveled mostly by word of mouth.

Let’s stop and think about it: Who are the people who knew for sure that the Messiah 
was born? (Pause for responses.)
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That isn’t very many people, is it? That means that most people were still waiting for Jesus 
to be born. No wonder hardly anyone paid attention when Mary and Joseph brought baby 
Jesus to the temple on this day.

Mothers and fathers often brought their babies to the temple. They did it because God asked 
new dads and moms to bring their babies to present them to God. That’s the reason Mary 
and Joseph brought Jesus. 

Do you think that Mary and Joseph would have expected the people in the temple to 
know that Jesus was the Messiah? Why or why not? (Pause for responses.)

I mentioned that hardly anyone paid attention. You might be surprised who did pay atten-
tion. There was a very old man named Simeon who came to the temple every day. He had 
been waiting for the Savior to be born for years and years. It was his heart’s greatest desire to 
see the Messiah before he died. The reason Simeon paid attention is that God, through the 
Holy Spirit, had told Simeon that he would live to see Jesus. So you can be sure Simeon was 
watching hopefully.

On this day, when Simeon’s old eyes spied Mary and Joseph and the baby, his heart jumped 
with joy and a smile burst out on his face. Simeon knew it was Jesus because God’s Spirit 
told him. He greeted Mary and Joseph and took the baby in his arms. Tears of happiness 
rolled down the wrinkles on his face. He praised God and said, “Now I can 
die in peace, Lord! I have seen the Savior you promised long ago. Glory to 
your name!”

As Simeon blessed them, he looked at Mary, Jesus’ mom, and said, “God 
sent this child to do amazing things. But many people won’t like it that 
he’s come. You will suffer too.”

I wonder what Simeon was thinking about when he said that. (Pause 
for responses.)

There was also one other person who knew Jesus had come as soon as she 
saw him arrive with Mary and Joseph. Her name was Anna. She was a very 
old woman who was at the temple every day. Yes, every single day. She 
prayed and worshiped God as she waited for the Messiah to be born. She 
knew when she saw the baby that it was Jesus because God’s Holy Spirit 
also told her.

Anna hurried over to Mary and Joseph and held her arms out as she 
praised God for keeping his promise. She was excited as she began to tell 
everyone around her that Jesus, the Messiah was born. Praise God!

What do you think Mary and Joseph talked about as they left the 
temple and traveled back home? (Pause for responses.)

Invite kids to hear how Luke ends this story in the Bible as you read 
Luke  2:40.

I wonder what Jesus was like as a little boy. (Pause for responses.)

Tip
Depending on their level of 

understanding about who Jesus is, 
your group may or may not connect 

Simeon’s words to Jesus’ future 
and the pain his death will bring 

his mother. After listening to their 
responses, you might want to add 
a further wondering statement—
“I wonder if he was thinking about 

how Jesus would grow up and 
die one day to save the world and 
how that would make his mom so 

sad”—before continuing  
with the story.

ReHformed
Simeon and Anna had been 

waiting expectantly and joyfully 
to see the Messiah. Their 

waiting was filled with faith in a 
promise-keeping God. In today’s 

story we see another of God’s 
promises fulfilled.
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Step 3  Living into the Story
Ask the kids to join you in a live presentation of the story called “LIVE in Jerusalem Tem-
ple.” Note that there are three scenes:

Scene 1: The Temple Gathering 
Scene 2: Simeon Greets Jesus
Scene 3: Anna Greets Jesus 

Point out that they will do the motions and actions and talk when that is indicated. Tell 
them to listen to the clues you will give about what they might talk about.

Clear a space in the center of the room to be the temple; that’s where the action begins. In-
vite all the kids to stand in the center; then give the instructions, one at a time, pausing after 
each so they have time to do each one before you give the next.

Scene 1: The Temple Gathering
• Many people gathered at the temple; as they walked about, they waved and nodded to 

others they knew.
• A few women sat down to chat with friends about their kids and what they were going to 

serve for dinner. The men shook hands and talked in small groups about the weather and 
their jobs as shepherds, temple workers, and farmers.

• When the women got up, they went and talked to the men while they waited for the 
temple service to begin.

Scene 2: Simeon Greets Jesus
Invite the girls to be seated away from the temple area. Have the boys stand in the temple, 
ready to begin. Designate a place in the room where they’ll imagine Mary and Joseph and 
Jesus will be.
• Simeon was on his knees, praying, asking God to send the Messiah. It was a prayer he 

prayed over and over again.
• One day, when Simeon was sitting in the temple, quiet after prayer, God’s Holy Spirit told 

him that he would not die before seeing Jesus. His face lit up. . . . Though it was hard for 
his old body to do, he jumped up in praise.

• One day much later, as Simeon sat in the temple he saw Mary and Joseph and baby 
Jesus come in. God’s Spirit told him that this baby was Jesus, the Savior of the world. 
He jumped up and ran to them. . . . . Reaching out, he took the baby in his arms. His face 
was glowing with joy. . . . Then Simeon handed the baby back to Mary. . . . He held out his 
hands to Mary and Joseph and Jesus and blessed them in God’s name.

• Simeon left the temple that day, waving his arms in praise. 

Scene 3: Anna Greets Jesus
Invite the boys to be seated around the edges of the temple and explain that they will be the 
people whom Anna tells about Jesus’ birth. Ask the girls to stand, ready to begin.
• Anna was old; she hobbled at bit as she walked. Though it wasn’t easy, she too knelt in 

prayer, asking God to bring baby Jesus to the world.
• One day as Anna sat in the temple, she saw Mary and Joseph come in with baby Jesus. 

God’s Spirit told her that Jesus was the promised Messiah. . . . She got up slowly because 
her bones were old and shuffled toward them. 

• When she stood in front of them, she threw her arms up in the air and said over and over, 
“Praise God.”

• Then she went over to the others who were sitting in the temple and excitedly told them 
about Jesus’ birth and that she had seen him, right there in the temple.

After they have finished enacting the scenes, applaud your actors!
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Step 4  Living Out the Story
Before class, print out the Praise Maze cards and tape them to the walls or a board, spaced 
out around the room. Underneath each card, tape a sheet of paper. 

Invite everyone to participate in the Praise Maze you’ve set up around the 
room, explaining that as they go from card to card and do the different 
activities they’ll be praising and honoring God in a variety of ways. Go to 
each card and read the instructions aloud. After each, ask if anyone has a 
question about what to do. Give kids colored pencils or markers and in-
vite them to get up and go to the praise stations in any order, like walking 
through a maze. (If too many kids are waiting at one station, they should 
go to another and then come back.)

When everyone is finished, go to each station and read what is written 
there. Thank the group for praising God in this way. Close with prayer.
• Thank God for Simeon and Anna’s joy over meeting the Savior.
• Thank God for this opportunity for you to celebrate and praise God for 

Jesus today.
• Ask God to bless each person, naming each one.
• Ask God for safe journeys home.

Hand out the Show and Share papers. Look at the “On the Way Home” section on the cover 
and challenge everyone to complete that on their way home today. Show where the story 
is inside the paper and point out the baby book page they can fill in on the back. Encourage 
kids to find today’s story symbol in their God’s Big Story cards when they get home.

Easy Extras
1. Arrival Activity: What’s in the Box? 
Time: 5 minutes
Materials: Gift-wrapped box with edible treat

Gift-wrap a box in which you’ve place an edible treat to share with your group (M&Ms or 
something that rattles might be fun). Have pens and slips of paper available for kids to print 
their guesses about what might be in the box. Gather the guesses to read before opening the 
box.  Explain that they’ll need to wait until class is done to find out whether their guesses 
were  correct!

2. Lights, Camera, Action!  
This activity can be substituted for Step 3: Living into the Story.
Time: 10-15 minutes
Materials: baby doll and blanket, optional

After telling the story, invite kids to work together and turn it into a play. 
Explain that that have five minutes to plan their performance and assign 
roles and lines. (A group of six to eight kids should be able to plan the 
play together; if you have more kids than that, divide into two groups and 
have them plan their versions in different corners of the room and then 
perform for each other.) Provide kids with a copy of the story—either the 
Bible or today’s Show and Share paper—to use as a reference while they plan their play.

Tip
Make the Praise Maze even 

more maze-like by adding strips 
of masking tape to the floor, in 

lines of different directions that 
connect to each praise station.

Faith Modeling
As kids begin to participate in this 

activity, be sure to join in too—
your living faith will  

stay with the kids long after  
this activity is forgotten!

Tip
Record the performance and then 

email it to kids to share with  
their families! 
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3. Cast of Characters 
Time: 10 minutes
Materials: none needed

Give each child one of the names from the stories you’ve been learning (see below); whis-
per it in their ears, one at a time, so the others can’t hear. Have kids work in pairs so they 
can help each other. Each pair will compose a clue for their characters. The clue should tell 
two things—no more or less—about the character. When everyone is ready, have each child 
come up, one at a time and give their clue; the others will guess who they are.

Gabriel John the Baptist Zechariah Simeon
Elizabeth Mary Joseph Anna
Baby Jesus Shepherd(s) Angel in the sky

Afterward, have each child point out which story symbol represents the story in which their 
character appears. Note that some are part of several stories. 

4. Memory Challenge Game 
Time: 10 minutes
Materials: two or three copies of the Memory Challenge strips (printable page * or * ), scis-
sors, paper clips

Before class begins, print out the texts, cut the strips apart, and clip each set together. 

Divide the group into teams of two to four kids each. Have each team find 
a place in the room to work away from the others. Give each group a set 
of strips and ask them to place them facedown and move them around to 
mix them up. When you give the signal, each group will try to arrange the 
strips in the proper order.

Once everyone has put their set in order, mix up the teams and repeat the process. This 
time, remove one strip from each team’s set before they begin. The winning team must be 
ready to fill in the words of the missing piece. 

Tip
When forming teams, it is helpful 

to make sure each group includes a 
good reader or two.
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