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“THE DYING OF A LOVED ONE: 

HOW CAN WE ENDURE?” 

Scripture: John 3:16-17; Mat 27:45-54 

 

The story is told of a king many years ago, who, 

being too old himself, sent his only son into battle to 

lead his people. The prince was killed and the only 

thing that comforted the old man in his rage and grief 

was the account of God’s grief which we read above. 

The king cried, “Had I the power, too, to shake 

the earth and shatter the tombs, I would, I would! 

My son, my son - his single life was worth more to 

me than all others in time put together!” 

As we read this moving passage, we feel God’s 

grief and rage. In John Huston’s masterpiece, “The 

Bible,” he shows the anger and bewilderment of 

Abraham, too, as he climbs the hill with his son as a 

sacrifice--obedient but in agony. Isaac was spared to 

Abraham.* Not so with God. His sacrifice was 

completed. 

How often we read the passage, “For God so loved 

the world that He gave His only begotten Son,” and 

how seldom we take the time to comprehend the love 

that went into that! Not just from God the Father, but 

from the obedient Son. 

It is difficult to believe God can identify with us, 

because sometimes it is hard to accept Him as a 

personal, loving Spirit, rather than a nebulous 

universal force. 

But it is at this point that we again turn to Jesus as 

our example: when Christ speaks of God or to God, it 

is always as a personal, loving Father. Let this give us 

joy! (*Gen 22:1-8; 9-14) 

Prayer: Dear Lord, when I lose one I love, and am 

overwhelmed with grief, help me to remember that 

Thou hast been there before me, and hast the power 

to comfort and heal and restore my soul.     AMEN 

“WHEN YOU CAN’T FEEL GOD NEAR” 

Scripture: Joshua 1:5; Mark 15:33-39 

Luke 23:39-46 

“When thou thinkest that thou art far from me, I 

am often nearest to thee.” 

Fénelon 

Our Lord in His last hour cried out, “My God, my 

God, why hast Thou forsaken me!” 

And at that moment — in a way we will never 

comprehend — all sin in the world was resident   in 

Jesus Christ, and for the first time, the Lord Jesus knew 

the feeling of being separated from God — terrifying, 

alien, unfamiliar isolation. 

And yet while sin separated Jesus from God’s 

Presence within Him, God was present beside Him. 

Even in His anguish, Christ counted on this: notice 

how confidently the last words come — “Father, into 

Thy hands I commit my spirit!” 

The ultimate faith: stepping into death, believing 

God the Father was able to do what He had promised 

— grant Him and all who follow Christ, eternal life. 

And Christ was vindicated. The third day He arose 

again and His followers had proof of God’s integrity 

and power and love! 

We are so fortunate, because if we, like the thief 

on the cross next to Jesus, repent and believe, the very 

moment we die, we shall be in Paradise with Him. 

(Luke 23:39-43) 

Never take His death lightly. This one thing 

totally integrates us in earth with God’s Spirit once 

more, and the dying of our spirit is reversed; we shall 

live to see God in eternity. (Job 19:25, 26 — KJV) 

Prayer: God, my Father, I kneel before Thee in humble 

thanks — thank You for reclaiming my spirit, thank You 

for giving me this second chance through the selfless 

love of Your dear Son.    AMEN 

  

 

MONDAY, MARCH 29, 2021 

“NO OTHER SIGN WILL BE GIVEN MEN.” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Matthew 12:38-41; Acts 17:30, 31; 

I John 4:9 (Job 19:25, 26; 

Isaiah 26:19; Daniel 12:1-3) 

 

If ever there was a time when men wanted to 

believe in a living God, it is now. Young people of 

this generation, with unprecedented candor, are 

openly searching for such a God, and in spite of the 

empty taunts that He is dead, men still go on 

searching for Him, knowing deep in their souls that 

God, being God, has always been, is now, and always 

will be. No one can take away this tenacious search of 

the soul for its fulfillment. 

Yet we seek proof, a sign. They did in Christ’s 

time, too. “Give us proof!” And He said, “Even if  a 

man should rise from the dead, you would not 

believe!” They didn’t; they still don’t.* 

However, if you do seek a personal God, look 

again at Easter. For the Christian and the skeptic, it is 

the yearly challenge and command to re-evaluate our 

faith. Could God care enough to do such a thing? This 

personalness, this divine concern is one of the most 

difficult things to accept: that the Creator of the 

world, Spirit of spirits. Life of life, functions on this 

uniquely personal level. 

And yet unless our God is such a God, what need 

have we of Him? Unless He is Love seeking and 

searching for every man’s heart, reaching out in 

forgiveness and love, offering power to be the people 

we long to be, why seek communication with Him at 

all? 

*Luke 16:31 

Prayer: Father, I thank Thee for this day, this proof that 

You are a God for Your people.  
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“OUR SPIRITUAL HOUSECLEANING” 

Scripture: Ps. 139:23, 24; Ps. 51:10-14 

Prov. 4:23-27 
 

Before the Hebrews celebrated the Passover, the 

women of the home meticulously cleaned every 

nook, cupboard, floor and wall; nothing was left 

untouched. 

As we approach Easter — which is our High Holy 

Day of the spirit — let us prepare our inner “home” 

just as carefully. 

Consider the habits you have formed that 

obstruct free movement in your life . . . hidden 

thoughts or actions that you keep out of sight . . . 

little resentments that gather in the corners be- cause 

you have been careless . . . “a load of laundry,” soiled 

by words and conversations that should be washed 

and made clean again . . . stale air from your own 

thoughts . . . murky windows because- you have 

forgotten to look for God each day. 

And then embellish your heart with praise and joy. 

Find something new — not large — to brighten and 

bring joy to someone. Do the errand, or keep the hasty 

promise; write the note or send back the book . . . there 

is so much that clutters up our hearts and keeps us 

from enjoying the spirit which God has given back to 

us! 

Let us open all the doors and welcome Him into 

our lives without reservation this year. Our bodies are 

the “temples” of God and He will come into us, if we 

ask Him. (Rev. 3:20; I Cor. 3:16) 

 

Prayer: Dear God, I throw my heart open to You and 

ask You to come as my guest. Lord, I want to keep my 

heart always ready for You, so that in my praying 

and my living, all will be done in remembrance of 

what You have done for me.    AMEN 

 

 

 

 

“WHY MUST THERE BE A SACRIFICE?” 

Scripture: Hebrews 9:15-28; 10:11-18. 

 
 

In order to understand blood sacrifice, we must 

go back to our first instance of sin and what it caused 

God to do: against His very nature, seeing we were 

stripped of our glory and naked, God took the life of 

an innocent animal to provide skins for our 

covering. (Gen 3:20) 

From that time forward, in remembrance of what 

God had done and as testimony of what He would do 

through a Son, this act of sacrifice for  sin would be 

the pattern we would be commanded to follow: 

innocent life to cover corruption — “without blood 

there is no remission of sin —” No atonement, at-one-

ment with God. 

As we study the life of Christ, each facet of this 

mystery is explained and exemplified through Him. It 

is so thorough and so beautifully complete, that every 

single aspect of our spiritual need is met in it! Nothing 

you have done, nothing you could desire, nothing 

needed for your facing death without fear, or seeing 

your God with anticipation, is omitted. (The book of 

Hebrews is a powerful, detailed account which Jew and 

Gentile alike should study. It traces the implication of 

that first sacrifice through the ancient Hebrew rituals 

up to the final sacrifice of the Lord Jesus.) 

When we see Easter and the magnificent con- 

summation of New Life, will we ever again take this 

gift for granted? 

 

 
Prayer: I praise Thee, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, for 

Thine everlasting love and provision for me. I thank 

Thee that I now can be one with Thee and that my spirit 

shall live and never die because I believe what has 

been done through Thy Son.    AMEN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“WE ARE THE INHERITORS!” 

Scripture: Mark 14:12-16; 22-25 
 

Christian Communion, which is also called The 

Lord’s Supper, commemorates the Passover of the 

Jews on our Lord’s last night on earth before His 

death. That particular supper was called “The Last 

Supper.” 

Many churches today incorporate the instruction 

of the Seder (the feast of the unleavened bread) which 

begins Passover — as a means by which we may truly 

understand the impact of what Jesus Christ did for us 

all that night! 

It was not just the Lord’s last supper; it was also 

to be the last supper as the Jewish disciples knew it, 

for that night as He blessed the bread and wine, He 

initiated the New Covenant between God and His 

people. 

Only as we understand the original Old Covenant 

between God and Abraham, can we appreciate the 

scope and majesty of this new one between Him and 

Abraham’s “faith” descendants. 

In this New Covenant, the Hebrew people were 1) 

given a high priest who would never have to be 

replaced, or offer sacrifices again; 2) they were given 

a sacrifice so perfect that it would suffice for all sin — 

for all people — forever; 3) they were given access 

into the Holy of Holies — the very presence of God, 

for the “veil” separating them from Him would be 

ripped asunder; 4) they were given a mediator, in 

heaven, to plead on their behalf; and 5) they were 

accepted as purified (righteous) and thereby granted 

once more eternal life, living forever to serve God and 

to share, as heirs with His Son, Jesus Christ. 

How was this possible! If they believed in this 

Covenant and what God had done through Jesus 

Christ, they were “Inheritors”! (Gen 22:15-18; Mat 

25:34) 

Prayer: Dear Lord, I take so much for granted. 

Because of Your Son, I pray to You now without fear, 

knowing You hear me and will bless me, too. Oh God, 

I do thank Thee and bow before Thee! 
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“If the prophet had bid thee do some great 

thing, wouldst thou not have done it?” 

II Kings 5:13 

 

SCRIPTURE: 

II Kings 5:1-14 

 

“Despise not little duties; they have been to 

many a saved man an excellent discipline of 

humility. 

“Despise not little temptations; rightly met they 

have often nerved the character for some fiery trial. 

“And despise not little crosses; for when taken up 

and lovingly accepted at the Lord’s hand, they have 

made men ready for a great crown.” 

E. M. Goulburn 

 

 
It is while you are patiently toiling at the little 

tasks of life, that the meaning and shape of the great 

whole of life dawns upon you. It is while you are 

resisting the little temptations that you are growing 

strong. 

And Christ said, “He who is faithful in a little, I 

will make master of much.” Often His way of testing 

us is through the seemingly in- significant things. If we 

do these obediently and conscientiously, then how 

much more will He put our hearts into the greater 

things! 

 

 

Prayer: Dear God, how much I would like to be   

used by Thee in some big task. Please make me 

faithful with what You have given me that someday I 

may be called to do the more difficult as well.   AMEN 

 

 

“NO LIMIT TO HIS LOVE” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Jonah 3:1-6, 10, 4:1-5 
 

Fortunately for all of us, God’s love cannot be 

earned or deserved . . . it can only be accepted. 

Nineveh was one of the wickedest cities of all 

time — and one of the greatest. When God called 

Jonah to go as a “missionary” to this place, Jonah 

tried to escape by running away. Nineveh was so 

wicked; he had no desire to see it saved. And Jonah 

knew God’s mercy; if Nineveh did repent, it would 

be spared by God. 

This is what Jonah’s story is all about: a man 

who resents God’s capacity to forgive even the worst 

of men. 

Even today, people cannot imagine that God 

could possibly want anything to do with them and 

so they turn from the very One they need so 

desperately. 

And indeed, sometimes God forgives men of such 

questionable backgrounds, of such former dissipation 

and immorality, that the world is incensed. How can 

such people be accepted and walk free, while the 

“good man,” the casual and proud, still seek and 

struggle to “find God?” 

They have been accepted because — though they 

know their failure — they have trusted God’s ability to 

forgive them and change their lives. 

Without this humility — this trust in God’s mercy, 

we can never know His full love and pardon, either. 

 

Prayer: Lord, forgive me for believing I am better than 

other man. One sin is imperfection and all of us need Thy 

divine love and forgive- ness. Make me an individual 

who sees in all man a possibility of good for Thee, I 

pray.    AMEN 

 

 

 

MONDAY, APRIL 5, 2021 

 
“HIS LOVE IS LIKE A SPRING” 

SCRIPTURE: 

John 4:7-15; 13:35 
 

Love has always had an amazing effect on 

people. 

A person falls in love — and suddenly colors are 

more vivid, music little more poignant, people more 

attractive and work less of a drag. Actually, of course, 

things around him have not changed: it is his outlook, 

his condition which has altered. 

And this is how the Holy Spirit— or God’s love 

in us — works, and the man or woman who has at 

last experienced this overwhelming love  of God’s 

suddenly finds all of  life  new  .  .  . The fearful 

man now faces his future with confidence for he 

faces it with God. The woman addicted to alcohol 

— or some other bond — no longer seeks escape 

from life; she runs to meet it now, desiring to live it 

to the full for her Lord and others. The youth — 

who once pronounced a curse on a perverse and 

indifferent society — now sees a God-hungry mass 

of people, seeking and floundering for the love 

he’s found in God.  

When divine love fills a man, it must over- 

flow. No man is big enough to contain it. Christ 

said it is like springs of living water, continuously 

pouring out and impossible to contain. So the love 

of God cannot ever be withheld from the world 

around. 
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“WHAT IS THE HOLY SPIRIT?” 

SCRIPTURE: 

John 14:16-20; 26, 27 

 

If someone were to ask you to define the Holy 

Spirit, could you? Is He real to you? 

We might say the Holy Spirit is the presence of 

God within us . . . or more specifically perhaps, the 

power of God within us. Christ promised us that if 

we turned to Him, in obedience and commitment 

and need, God would answer with this Holy Spirit. 

When God’s Spirit is within a man he is aware 

of an overwhelming love, a sense of power, 

assurance, and inner peace. It is the same assurance 

a child has in the dark when he holds his father’s 

hand — that a sick person knows when his physician 

is near. 

Have you ever experienced sudden, illogical 

peace in the face of catastrophe or illness? This is the 

Comforter. 

Have you ever been at a loss as to what 

direction to go, only to have a door suddenly open 

for you? This is the Counselor. Comforter, 

Counselor, the Holy Spirit is God-with-us, just as 

Christ promised He would be. 

 

Prayer: Lord, help me to seek Thy presence in my 

life more. Help me to recognize it when it is in my 

heart, and to be thankful for Thy presence with me. 

Lord, may I never confuse the peace I have from 

Thee with the world’s peace or with my own inner 

willfulness. Make me always more sensitive to 

Thee, and may my life reflect Thy Spirit within me as 

I live day by day.    AMEN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“AS A STUDENT OF GOD’S SPIRIT” 

SCRIPTURE: 

John 7:15-18; Luke 1:57-80 

 

Have you ever felt inadequate when you have 

wanted to speak out for your faith because you are 

not “theologically” educated? Neither were the 

greatest men in the Bible. 

Even Paul — with his intellectual Greek and 

Hebrew schooling, was taken by God into the 

desert to be schooled by the Holy Spirit. Almost 

every man whom God called in Scripture, was the 

student of God — not of men . . .  Moses, Elijah, 

John the Baptist, David, Jesus Christ. 

Today, we feel somehow we must have the mark 

of man’s approval upon all we believe. We read the 

Bible, then immediately turn to see if contemporary 

men agree. And how often this can lead to a gospel 

according to man — not to the Gospel according to 

God. For often God’s Word goes straight across the 

grain of societies and rulers. It almost always 

opposes the popular trend and leads the Christian 

to a solitary and unique stand in the world. 

Where do you find your guidance — your 

measure of Truth, your authority? Do not under 

estimate the ability of God to speak to you alone 

through His Word. The Holy Spirit lives to teach us, 

and we need only open our hearts to see the 

magnificent mysteries and the hidden things God 

has for us. 
 

Prayer: Lord, more and more teach me to learn from 

Thee and from Thy Word. May men’s words and 

their slogans fade in importance as I draw nearer to 

Thee. Give me trust and commitment as I seek Thee 

in Thy Word, I pray.    AMEN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“ARE YOU TRYING 

ON AN EMPTY TANK?” 

SCRIPTURE: 

John 14:10-14, 15:1-11 

 

There is a story of an old Scotsman who 

bought a car from a friend in order to replace his 

horse-drawn buggy. 

One day his friend came over, only to find the 

new owner struggling to push the car up the road 

that led to town. He exclaimed, “Sandy 

— did ye not put gas into the tank?” 

“Nae,” the pusher grunted. “Tis too costly.” 

“And why then did ye buy the car?” 

To save feedin’ the horses!” 

Many people today are trying to lead just as 

ridiculous a Christian life — on an “empty tank” 

— without the power and presence of God within 

their lives. It cannot be done . . . When a man 

exchanges his old way of living for the new, God 

expects him to take advantage of the available, 

new source of power — spiritual power that he 

was not able to make use of before. Yet some of us 

still go along, trying to push ourselves through life 

— and we find we are more exhausted now than we 

were before. Perhaps it is because of this very same 

thing. 

God has promised you his “fuel” — His Holy 

Spirit. Pray for it; then expect it. It comes through 

commitment, trust, and obedience. It is literally 

the presence of God with you. 

 
Prayer: Lord, help me to remember — as my body 

needs food daily, as even batteries must  be 

recharged, so must my spirit be filled with Thee.    

AMEN 
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       WHEN GOD OVERWHELMS EVIL” 

SCRIPTURE: 

John 3:18-21 

Romans 12:21 

I Corinthians 10:13 
 

There are certain cancer cells which when 

grown in a test-tube medium with human cells, grow 

at the same rate as the human cells. But when the same 

cells grow in a living human body, the cancer cells 

begin to outnumber and crowd out the natural, body 

cells. Why? 

 

Human cells are designed to respond to certain 

physiological controls in the body — enzymes which 

keep the human body from growing to monstrous or 

unlimited proportions. The cancerous cells do not 

have this built-in control response to the body; 

therefore they quickly outnumber and overwhelm the 

healthy cells for they respond to no restraint. 

 

In life, evil knows no restraint of either moral or 

spiritual control and it seems — and many times it is 

true — that evil literally swallows up and overcomes 

good. What can we do about this to prevent it? 

 

God has given us the power to outgrow — to stay up 

with and overcome — evil providing we allow Him to 

stimulate the growth of the Holy Spirit in our souls. 

This was the secret of Jesus’ power over sin and evil. 

 

Prayer in our life is a releasing of God’s power 

over evil in any area. When you feel evil begin to 

overwhelm you, pray for greater growth in that area, a 

stimulation of God-in-you. 
 

Prayer: Lord, you have given us an antidote for 

everything that threatens our spiritual life. Check any 

growth in my life that is not of Thee. AMEN 

“GOD’S RETURN ON HIS INVESTMENT” 

 

SCRIPTURE: 

Matthew 25:14-30 
 

We are familiar with the kind of contest in which 

three people are allotted $100, three others $500, and 

a third group $1000, with which they are to select a 

wardrobe. The one in each group who makes the 

most of the money, wins the prize. 

Life is like this. God has given each of us certain 

“talents” — assets which we are to use and multiply in 

our lifetime. It is interesting how three people, with 

similar potential, can come up with such different 

results! Many times those with great talent, numerous 

abilities, make less of their lives than those with 

only a fraction of that ability. 

Look at your life. It is all you will have to give 

God when this life is over. The capacity to love . . . 

how much has it grown? Patience . . . is   it stronger? 

Your faith . . . has it been shaken? And your talents? 

Do you know what they are — or do you have a 

preconceived notion of what they should be to be 

“acceptable”? Any ability — no matter how 

insignificant it seems to you, is needed by God 

somewhere. 

God does not ask our evaluation of what He has 

given us other than that it be dedicated to helping His 

world and to bringing people to a knowledge and 

understanding of His love and His Plan for us. He 

knows what we are capable of. It is to Him we will 

answer one day. 

Prayer: O Lord, help me to run to do Your will. Give 

me an eagerness and gratitude for what I can do for 

You in this life. Help me to dedicate it to You,  Lord, I 

pray.    AMEN 

MONDAY, APRIL 12, 2021 

 
“THE REALITY OF PERSONAL PRAYER”  

 

SCRIPTURE: 

John 17:1-11 

 

We have all heard people say, “I don’t believe in 

prayer. God is a creator, too universal to be 

concerned — too great to care about my problems.” 

Turn to Scripture. Does Jesus pray as though He 

believes God is an unattainable force? He prays to 

Him as a Father with a certainty, love and intimacy 

which is deeply moving and to us, very revealing. 

This mystery of the personalness of God is 

something we must accept on faith. It defies 

description and cannot be argued logically. If 

anyone is in doubt, all we can say is, “I know 

because Jesus prayed believing, and He commanded us 

to pray in the same way.” (Matthew 6:7-13) 

The world can destroy the faith of the Christian if 

he takes his eye off Christ; it can argue us into all 

sorts of doubts, ridicule our belief, because there 

may be times when you wonder if indeed God does 

hear. When that time comes, turn to these verses, 

claim them as truth, and wait in Faith for your God to 

work His great will in your life. Your faith will be 

renewed. 

Prayer: O God, how we thank Thee that Thy Son has 

shown us the way in every area of our spiritual life. 

Father, we would not know of Thy personal love — 

Your ability to speak with us, to answer our prayers if 

it were not for His example. We thank Thee Father. 
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“ARE YOU INTIMIDATED?” 
 

SCRIPTURE: 

Acts 4:14-31 
 

It takes courage today to speak of your faith — if you 

are a Christian. Somehow the world is more lenient 

toward the agnostic, the communist, the humanist than 

it is toward people who follow Christ as their Lord. 

But read this passage in Acts again: the Sadducees 

were afraid of the power of this risen Lord; they had seen 

a man healed, and there were hundreds of accounts of 

miraculous happenings daily in their city that they could 

not explain with their rigid logic. 

The same is true today. Men do fear the true 

Christian experience, because it still has inexorable 

influence over men and events, whereas agnosticism and 

communism are limited by purely human endeavor. 

In your campus, office, club meeting or politics you 

often find more fear and resistance at the mention of 

Christ than you do at the mention of a mere political 

rebel, moral corruption — dishonesty, materialism. Why? 

Because people instinctively feel they can cope with these 

man-made threats. The power of God working through 

people is something else. 

They see the poise and certainty in your life which 

nothing can touch — and they see God at work; they 

cannot hurt you. They are suddenly helpless in the face of 

this invisible force. 

People have always feared a living, involved God. 

Such a God demands some sort of response — belief or 

rejection. 

 

Prayer: Lord, as long as You continue to reveal Your 

power through Your people, lives will be changed and 

events shaped. Help me to be such a one, a true and 

faithful witness to this amazing strength — this God-

with-us which is my life daily.    AMEN 

                “A MIXED BLESSING” 
 

SCRIPTURE: 

Mark 10:13-16 

Luke 10:21-23 
 

A wise old philosopher once said that maturity is a 

left-handed asset: we need it to get along in this 

world, but it can take the magic out of life! 

What did he mean? We need to be mature, in 

control of our emotions and in the judgment by which 

we make decisions, our ability to take life in stride. But 

the place it threatens to defeat us is in our attitude 

toward others, our relationship with God! 

Why is it that in the Bible, the intellectual, the 

proud, the independent are never mentioned as those 

receiving His greatest approval or His richest 

blessings? Why is it we are admonished to “come as 

children” to Him? 

Because only as we become totally dependent, like 

children before Him, can we ever realize the full 

wonder, the real meaning of the God-man relation- 

ship. The man who has never cried out to God in 

utter helplessness — to suddenly feel His powerful 

presence beside him — can never understand His 

omnipotence. The man who has never felt like a lost 

child, has never felt, either, the overwhelming love of 

a divine Father. 

It is only as we stand before God as children that we 

see His awesome and compelling love. If you have 

never reached out for this, if you have not yet thrown 

yourself in His arms, you have a lesson to learn in 

security. Security in this world is God. 

Prayer: Father, so many times I do long to be a child 

again, to give up the pretense for just a moment of 

being so strong and self-sufficient. If I come now to 

You, please let me believe and feel Your presence.  

AMEN 

 
“WHERE ARE YOU LOOKING?” 

 

SCRIPTURE: 

Habakkuk 1:2-5 

Philippians 1:3-6 
 

“Two men looked through prison bars; the one 

saw mud, the other stars.” 

Which are you? In the passage above we see God 

commanding His people — “Look and be 

astounded!” 

But it is so easy today to look and “be 

dismayed.” We see the social depravation, the moral 

decay, the disintegration of the family and we 

throw up our hands in defeat. 

It is time for believers to once more lift up their 

faces and really look at what God is doing for us and 

among us. Who did not feel the silent power of His 

hand when the astronauts returned after their near-

fatal trip? Indonesia had a revival that has left the 

communist world stunned, and even some 

Christians incredulous. Campus response to Him has 

never been greater than at this moment of rebellion 

and anarchy. Christian statesmen have won against 

insurmountable odds. The quiet continuing work of 

the Holy Spirit will always balance the scale 

according to the need and the cries of God’s people. 

The greater the falling away on one side, the greater 

will God’s hand come among Those who call for 

Him. 

Look into just your own heart . . . how much 

more mature are you in your faith than you were 

before you were tested — how much more reliant on 

God — how much more personally aware of His 

presence in your life, of your daily, critical need of 

Him? Of course. 

 

Prayer: Father, give me patience — eyes to see that 

You have not changed Your time-table — that you are 

still reaching out to take men into Your love and will 

continue to do so until our Christ comes. A M E N  

 



The thought begins in the Bible verse;       

please take the time to read it first. 
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For information regarding these devotions, contact: 

Daily Family Devotions 

Tel: (818) 457-1798 • info@dailyfamilydevotions.org 

“HOW TO BE SUCCESSFUL 

IN SPITE OF” 
 

SCRIPTURE: 

Romans 14:18 

I Corinthians 6:18-20 & 10:31 

 

Unfortunately, life is not always tailored to our 

specifications. Often we find ourselves doing some- 

thing we do not like in a place we don’t want to be, 

with people we don’t love very much. Can we attain 

success under conditions like these? 

 

Yes, if we decide first what it is we are trying to 

accomplish. Are our goals self-motivated – or God- 

motivated? When we think in terms of success it is 

usually in terms of things that we want to do, in 

places we choose or with people we are most at ease 

with. With this measuring stick, it takes a very small 

upset to blind us to “success” in God’s sight. 

 
If we live to glorify (exemplify or express) God in 

all things, then no matter how unfamiliar or awkward 

that situation, we can be successful if we bear in mind 

that we are always serving Him. It is astonishing how 

we can have the same feeling of exhilaration and 

fulfillment, the same peace within us that we find when 

we are doing what we wanted to do. And we find as 

much satisfaction by putting God first in all things. 

 

Try it – and watch success come in all things – big 

and little. Life can be so full, for you take each 

opportunity as a way to serve God, instead of waiting 

for a single “big moment” that may never come as you 

expect it.  

 

Prayer: Lord, teach me to measure my life by its value 

to You and not merely by man’s standards. Thank you, 

God, for using all I offer You.    AMEN 

 

“HOW TO HAVE POWER” 
 

SCRIPTURE: 

Acts 1:8 8:18-24 

Psalm 139:23, 24 

 

We all want to be something, to do something 

well. Without power – we are as useless as a car 

without a motor. We can go nowhere. 

Some toy electric trains work only when all four 

wheels are directly on the tracks. If even one wheel is 

off, or something lies across the track at any place, 

the engine buzzes and that train goes nowhere. 

It is the same with the Christian life. Sometimes 

one insignificant area in our lives can be blocked by 

some habit or attitude. One small part of us can be “off 

the track” spiritually and no matter how much juice 

we give it, our lives just seem to buzz – and go 

nowhere. 

If your life seems to be standing still while making 

a great deal of effort, check your track, your life. Is 

there something that should be lifted out? Check your 

attitudes. Is one of your goals out of line? 

God’s current is always available; the trouble is not 

there. It is with the conductibility or in the 

obstruction in our lives that the secret can be found. 

Ask God to show you where your particular 

problem lies. Then as it is removed, watch your life 

take off with real power! 

 

 

Prayer: Father, we know that Your power is always 

sufficient and never-faltering. Please help me to line up 

my life in such a way that that power can be used to 

the fullest.   AMEN 

 

 

 

MONDAY, APRIL 19, 2021 

 
“THAT INNER THIRST” 

 

SCRIPTURE: 

Psalm 42:1-5 

John 4:7-15 

Have you ever been so thirsty, nothing seemed to 

satisfy the craving? 

There are people today so thirsty for God that 

they are nearly frantic. They have tried everything to 

satisfy this thirst – “fast” living, fanatic philosophies, 

drugs, drinking and other substitutes – but the thirst 

and craving, the emptiness remains. 

This is not an imaginary thing; it is very real, for 

the spirit of man is real – a living entity created by 

God in His image to be filled by Him. Nothing else 

will satisfy. 

When Jesus spoke to the woman at the well, He 

knew her many marriages were an indication of this 

inner hidden thirst and He offered her a living” water. 

And how quickly she responded – not fully 

understanding at first – yet perhaps hoping secretly 

that this was what she had been looking for for so 

long. 

You know people like this. Do you know your 

Lord and the well-spring of His love so that you can 

bring those to Him? He is the answer to every 

human quest for fulfillment. Read some of the 

passages (John 3:16, 17; I John 1:9; 4:15; 

5:11, 12.) 

 

Prayer: Dear Lord, make me sensitive to the need, 

the thirst and hunger around me for Thee. Give me 

compassion and love and let me be an instrument by 

which men find Thee.    AMEN 
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“HOW TO LIVE FOREVER” 
 

SCRIPTURE: 

II Corinthians 4:16-5:9 

(John 3:16-18) 

 

Most of us dislike the thought of death being the 

end. We prefer to go on living – somehow, some- 

where. Christ knew this. It is part of man’s being made 

in God’s image, this natural desire of the spirit to live 

forever. 

We fear dying because we fear loss of life. Yet the 

spirit was born for eternity and if the spirit remains 

alive and healthy under the guidance of our Lord, then 

death is simply emerging from the earthly “chrysalis”, 

to enter a new dimension of living. To a man wholly 

believing as Paul believed, death is leaving the 

imperfect for the perfect, if we are Christ’s here. 

How does one secure eternal life? God has given us 

the way. It is never the perfection of your life, not the 

extent of your “doing good” – but if you are able or 

unable to accept what God has done through His Son. 

If you can believe God cares enough to accomplish the 

resurrection of His Son, then you can believe He will – 

and does – offer you the same kind of love. Whatever 

He did for Christ, He will do for you – if you will let 

Him. 

God’s incredible love as we see it in the life of His 

Son, is ours, too. Christ is the blue print of The Divine 

Plan for us. Once you trust Him to do the same for 

you, you have already begun your metamorphosis into 

eternity. 

 
Prayer: Lord, help us to trust in Thy love for us, even 

through death and into that which You have prepared 

for those who trust You with their lives. Forgive us for 

our fear.    AMEN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“HOW TO GET RID OF GUILT” 
 

SCRIPTURE: 

I John 1:8-10 

Luke 7:40-49 

Hebrews 10:1-25 

 

Guilt is such a subtle destroyer. It can eat away 

emotional stability, fester the mind, and give birth to 

hostility of every kind. 

Yet strangely the human mind seems to have no 

way of absorbing or assimilating guilt. It always 

remains corrosive sediment that keeps building up 

through the years – a foreign element in a spirit never 

meant to handle it. 

Still, through civilizations we are aware that man 

has been trying to dissolve this guilt through extreme 

methods of sacrificing someone or something very 

dear to him. Somehow knowing that sin is separation 

of himself from God which leaves him vulnerable and 

alone, he offers innocent life in his frenzy to be 

reunited. 

And God, again with unprecedented love, does for 

man what we could not do for ourselves. He offers 

once and for all – for every man, for any sin, at any 

time in the universe – the only perfect sacrifice. The 

Son willingly gave Himself for this – and God 

willingly raised Him again. (John 10:17-18) 

Your guilt for anything can be totally wiped out if 

you can accept divine love such as this and believe. 

Some are too proud; some too ashamed and others too 

skeptical. But it is there for those who have come to 

the end of their own strength . . . 

 
 

Prayer: Lord, You know the things in my life which 

can never be undone. In Thy mercy, grant me 

forgiveness, and let me know the wonder of Thy 

presence with me, I pray.    AMEN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“WHEN YOU NEED NEW LIFE” 
 

SCRIPTURE: 

John 1:12, 13; 3:1-15 

II Corinthians 5:17-20 

 

Jesus, knowing He was soon to die, and leave His 

physical relationship with the disciples, promised 

them He would not leave them alone. He said, “The 

comforter, the Holy Spirit will be with you.” (John 

14:16-21, 25, 26) 

Who is the Holy Spirit? It is for us what 

electricity is to a lamp, what a hand is to a glove. It is 

God in us and through us. One is the vehicle, while the 

other is the power – the reason – the meaning to life. 

This is not weird or unnatural. It is the way we 

were created to function at our best. It is man giving 

himself over to what he was originally meant to be – 

the perfect, visible expression of God in love, 

obedience, harmony, intelligence and adoration. It is 

being the glove for His hand, letting His current light 

up your life. 

It is also called “new life” since it is new life. 

Everything takes on a new perspective, new 

dimension. You begin to see things from a different or 

higher level, God’s viewpoint. 

It is called being born of the Spirit, being born 

again for there is a rebirth of the man. No ritual or 

mystical rites. Simply an invitation to a powerful, 

loving God to come into you and make you 

complete. Once you’ve tasted this new life, you will 

never be content with the old. 

 
Prayer: Lord, forgive me for being afraid to trust You 

with my life. You who made me and all that I love here 

on this earth. Thank you for life.    AMEN 



The thought begins in the Bible verse;       

please take the time to read it first. 
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For information regarding these devotions, contact: 

Daily Family Devotions 

Tel: (818) 457-1798 • info@dailyfamilydevotions.org 

“ „C‟ IS FOR CONSCIENCE” 

SCRIPTURE: 

I John 2:1-6; I Peter 3:9-17 

 

“I can do it with a clear conscience!” is too often 

the argument in the case for the New Morality as well 

as for many other attitudes and creeds. And it means 

absolutely nothing. 

Like a radio receiver, a conscience is only as 

good as its sensitivity, or as in the use of a mine 

detector, silence is not always a guarantee of total 

safety: in either case the instrument can be out of 

working order. 

Many things can distort and damage its efficiency: 

constant abuse can render it inadequate; careless disuse 

can allow the “battery” to go dead; and the inability to 

read it properly can be the most dangerous flaw of all. 

Man’s conscience is that mysterious inner force or 

awareness that has the gentle pulling power of a tide — 

we feel its tug but can always ignore it if we choose. 

Some people say it is “man-trained;” yet without it we 

would have no consciousness of wrong and God would 

have no instrument of warning. 

While the conscience of the world grows 

steadily duller and more atrophied, the Christian 

conscience becomes more sensitized as he grows in 

his faith. Once a man puts his life in God’s hands, 

this conscience suddenly begins to gain new vitality 

and aliveness. Nor is it an unpleasant sensation; it is 

part of being “new men” it is reassuring and 

exciting, one more proof of God’s power to re-create 

us. 

Prayer: Lord, may I never be ashamed of my need 

for a clean conscience, or of my need for You to 

quicken it. Please give me the sensitive- ness to 

follow it.    AMEN 

 

“ „C‟ IS FOR CLEANSING” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Psalm 73:13, 14; I John 1:5-10 

 

Though we take cleanliness for granted in this 

country, there are areas in the world where cleanliness 

is a luxury. 

The same thing is true of spiritual cleanliness. 

As Christians, so often we take clean souls as much 

for granted as clean bodies, forgetting the thousands 

of people around us to  whom such an experience — 

a cleansed soul, a clean conscience — is an almost 

unknown luxury. 

People who have not known the forgiving love 

of our Lord, must live day after day in the “filthy 

rags” of their past sins— things they have done they 

cannot forget, words they have spoken for which 

they cannot begin to find forgiveness . . . living 

lives that seem to become uglier and more repellent 

each hour of each day. 

The human spirit was never meant to per- form 

under such devastating or humiliating conditions. As a 

man who is physically unclean soon comes to despise 

himself and feel rejected by men, so a man who is 

spiritually soiled and unclean soon begins to despise 

himself and gives up trying to live. 

God, knowing this, has provided a way of 

complete cleanness through Christ. 

 

Prayer: Lord, forgive me for ever taking Thy love 

and forgiveness for granted. Lord, show me how I 

may lead others to the peace and relief of a truly, 

fully clean heart . . .  why  it is  that only You can do 

this marvelous thing for us, is something we can 

only accept and be grateful for.    AMEN 

 

 

MONDAY, APRIL 26, 2021 

“ „C‟ IS FOR CONFIDENCE” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Philippians 4:6, 7, 12, 13 
 

It has been said that one of the most important 

qualities in a mentally healthy person is that of 

confidence in at least one major area of his life. 

Without a certain amount of confidence, he feels 

inadequate, frightened, defensive, sometimes even 

hostile and aggressive. 

And so confidence is one of the gifts which the 

Christian finds when he begins to follow his Lord. 

It is one of the most essential by-products of 

believing. 

Is there an area in your life that is so shaky   it 

seems to threaten your entire existence and keep 

you from doing even the simple, everyday tasks as 

you should? God’s will for you is a strong, 

abundantly fruitful life — and so it is not His will 

that any of us should lack inner confidence. 

Therefore, no matter how ridiculous, how 

mundane, how unimportant it may seem to you, take 

it to Him, for we must learn to trust every detail of 

our lives to His understanding. 

If something is strong enough to interfere with 

our ability to live a joyful life, it is powerful enough, 

important enough to commit to God. 

Whether it is fear of losing your job, a husband or 

wife, the safety of a child or of dying — God surely 

can and will grant you the confidence you need. 

 

Prayer: Dear Lord, help me to remember the 

words you gave us: that You came to give us a 

spirit of power and love and a sound mind. May I 

find assurance in Thy Word as I seek it. AMEN 

(II Timothy 1:7) KJV 
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“ „C‟ IS FOR COMPASSION” 

SCRIPTURE: 

I Corinthians 12:4-11 

 

Are you ever disturbed because you cannot seem 

to feel the same compassion toward one particular 

person or situation that you feel toward another? 

This is natural, for the word “compassion” means 

literally “with passion or deep feeling.” If we were 

to react so completely to everything we saw, we 

could not survive. 

Yet, God knowing this, has created His Church to 

cover all the needs of His world by simply channeling 

the love of many, individual Christians into the many, 

individual needs all around us. 

Because of this, our concerns differ from one 

area to another. What may touch one deeply may not 

arouse the same response in another. No Christian 

should criticize the sincere and God-given concerns 

of another Christian simply because he cannot share 

a similar degree of com- passion. But on the other 

hand, none of us should feel arbitrary guilt because 

we do not match another’s zeal in his work. 

If God’s plan is to be successful He needs as many 

diverse men as there are needs in His Kingdom — and 

it is for God to quicken the spirit and motivate the 

heart. It is to Him and Him alone we are responsible. 

From this faithfulness, all other activity will naturally 

flow. 

 

Prayer: Lord, may I keep my eyes upon Thee not 

men, so that my compassion may be quickened by 

Thy spirit and directed according to Thy will, I pray    

AMEN 

 
“ „C‟ IS FOR COMMITMENT” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Psalm 1 

 

If a “hobo” can be classified as a person with no 

visible means of support, no goal, no useful 

purpose in life, then there are many kinds of 

“hobo” in our society today. 

A “hobo” is not necessarily vicious or dangerous 

— he is simply nothing, at least as far as being a part 

of society and a purposeful world. 

There are obvious hoboes, the dirty, bearded 

tramps who wander along the roadway, picking up an 

odd meal now and then, wearing cast-off clothes, 

grudgingly taking a job when they must eat. 

There are spiritual hoboes, though, too — men 

with no visible means of spiritual support, no goal 

for God, no destination in life, and serving no useful 

purpose for God or man. 

Like their physical counterparts, they go through 

life picking up odd bits of inspiration, assuming others’ 

cast-off beliefs, and blind and indifferent to the need 

all around them, or to their own potential as God’s 

men. 

Somehow, though, these are more acceptable to us 

because physically at least, they are not always 

repellent; often they wear fine clothes, are educated 

and rather pleasant conversationalists. But their loss is 

just as tragic — more so — to God and the society they 

might be serving. 

 

 
Prayer: O God, it is so easy to see merely the 

outward, physical devastation in men. Please help 

me be able to see inward, to the need of the spirit 

for Thee, to the hunger that so often lies hidden 

from us.    AMEN  

 
“ „C‟ IS FOR CHRIST” 

SCRIPTURE: 

John 15:1-15 

 

“Christ, for all men may say of Him, is the center 

around which all goodness in this life pivots. And the 

man, who would be the whole man, will find this 

wholesomeness in true Christian living.” 

What do we mean by this? We mean that in all 

we do, in the small things and the great, we are 

aware of our relationship to Him. We walk with 

Him beside us, we talk with Him listening; we see 

people as He would see them, we listen to them as 

He would listen. 

Yet the only way we can do this — for we are 

only human — is to be constantly aware of His 

presence within us. Though at first this seems 

mystic and impractical, anyone who has 

experienced love will understand. For love 

motivates us toward perfection in all things —  and  

if human love can alter the unlovely, how much 

more magnificently can divine love in us, and our 

love for our Lord transform our every action, 

response and attitude. 

Becoming a man who follows God out of love is 

no more disagreeable or enslaving than following the 

one person you love more than anyone else on earth. 

It leads to a wholeness of heart, an exuberance of 

spirit and a strength of body that nothing else can 

match. 

 

Prayer: Lord, in my worship of Thee, I some- times 

forget to simply love Thee. Lord, each day make me 

more aware of Thy presence with me, and of Thy 

power to make me a better, lovelier person if I will 

only follow. Give me wisdom and faithfulness, I 

pray.     AMEN 



The thought begins in the Bible verse;       

please take the time to read it first. 
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For information regarding these devotions, contact: 

Daily Family Devotions 

Tel: (818) 457-1798 • info@dailyfamilydevotions.org 

“THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF NEW LIFE” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Colossians 3:7-10 

 

When does the Christian realize he has come 

into a new life? 

 
Some men know it immediately, and their 

amazement and delight is an immediate reflection 

of their experience. Others seem to go into it more 

easily, and only gradually become aware that they 

are “flying” where before they crept, that they see 

things they never noticed, that their perspective is 

greater and deeper — that all of life has become 

more meaningful, and rich and lovelier. 

 
Some people have grown into this kind of life 

as children, and are so accustomed to seeing life 

through spiritual eyes, through love and 

understanding that they can scarcely remember life 

without God . . . 

 
Nevertheless, once a man is truly “born again” 

he will know it by many things . . . by his assurance 

of God — by his satisfaction in and hunger for 

prayer, by his understanding of Jesus Christ‟s life, 

and by his compassion for a world still “unborn,” 

and as yet dead to God‟s great gift. 

 

Prayer: Lord God, please show me how I may help 

others emerge into this wonderful new life. Make me 

watchful for those struggling to be born, and give me 

wisdom and love through Thy Son our Lord, I pray.    

AMEN  

 

 

 

 

AN EVENING PRAYER 

SCRIPTURE: 

Psalm 25 

 

If I have wounded any soul today, 

If I have caused one foot to go astray,        

If I have walked in my own willful way, 

Dear Lord . . . forgive. 

 
If I have uttered idle words or vain, 

If I have turned away from want or pain,  

Lest I offend some other through the strain, 

Dear Lord . . . forgive. 

 
If I have been perverse, or hard, or cold, If I 

have longed for shelter in the fold 

  When Thou hast given me some fort to hold, 

                       Dear Lord . . . forgive. 

 
Forgive the sins I have confessed to Thee;   

Forgive the secret sins I do not see; 

    O guide me, love me, and my keeper be. 

Dear Lord, I pray. Amen. 

C. M. B. 

 

Prayer: Lord, so often I live my day in ragged 

disregard for others, in indifference to Thy will or 

those hours. And when the evening comes, I am left 

with no inner feeling of fulfillment — for only as 1 

empty myself for Thee, is there room for You to come 

in. Teach me the miracle  of this outflowing life that I 

may live each day as  an instrument of Thine, fully 

used, fully dedicated to my Lord, for to this purpose 

I was born.    AMEN 

 

 

 

 

 

MONDAY, MAY 3, 2021 
 

“AS A BUTTERFLY IS BORN” 

SCRIPTURE: 

John 3:1-8; Genesis 1:24-27 

 

The Greeks used the butterfly as the symbol of 

Christian life. To them the butterfly symbolized the 

birth of the new out of the old, the con- summation 

of a creation, the finished product. 

Every stage of the caterpillar is a step toward this 

final, beautiful creature; and there is nothing more 

disappointing to a child than a chrysalis which fails to 

produce a butterfly and instead remains a useless, 

dead shell. 

And there is nothing more tragic than human life 

which never gives birth to its spiritual counterpart — 

never emerges from its purely physical, grubbing 

existence out into the highest form of living for which 

God fashioned it — the beautiful, soaring life which 

in all things glorifies its Lord and lends a special 

beauty to the world. 

In every man is this potential for becoming a 

“finished” product, which Christ calls “being 

born again;” for man was not created to exist 

merely as a human “grub,” wholly occupied with 

earning, eating, surviving. God created us to 

glorify Him, to live effortlessly on the currents of 

His will and to beautify life through this in- credible 

spirit — this consummation of the highest form of 

living. How far we have wandered from this 

marvelous rebirth He intended for us to experience!  

 

Prayer: Lord, I thank Thee for creating in me a 

spirit, ready to be born to full flight in spiritual 

things, a spirit that can communicate with You and 

respond to You. Help it to come alive. Lord, I pray.    

AMEN 
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“THE SPIRITUAL FLIGHT” 

SCRIPTURE: 

John 3:3; Romans 8:6-8, 13 

 

“Why should I be „born again‟? I am as alive as 

I need to be here on this earth?” 

In the 3rd verse, Christ says to Nicodemus, 

“Unless one is born anew, he cannot see the 

Kingdom of God — ”  and He made it sound like a 

warning, as though the Kingdom of God should be 

man‟s highest destination. 

And for a Christian it should be. Since God is a 

Spirit, we must communicate with Him through our 

spirits and just as a butterfly needs wings to soar up 

into the heavens, so man needs his spirit to lift him 

up to those “heights” where we are finally in God‟s 

presence. 

We know we cannot touch God, see Him with 

our physical eyes or hear Him with our ears — yet 

we know, too, that prayer is as real a conversation as 

our lips perform and that there is within each of us 

that desire to reach Him, to be with Him — to know 

the freedom and re- lease we search for. 

But men forget that there is this new dimension in 

living . . . and they do not understand what it is Christ 

is saying when He tells us, “Ye must be born again.” 

Prayer: Lord, help me to be free of the bonds and 

pressure of merely being alive to make a living, or 

of believing that this physical life is  all that You 

have provided for us . . . Grant  that I may 

experience the wonderful freedom with You that 

has been prepared for me.    AMEN 

 

 

 

 

 

“HOW DOES „REBIRTH‟ BEGIN?” 

SCRIPTURE: 

I Timothy 4:6, 7, 8; II Corinthians 5:17 

 

Let us look at the efforts of the caterpillar toward 

its goal of becoming a butterfly . . . 

There is no indecision, no disobedience to the 

natural order of instinct. It eats what it should; then it 

searches for a place to securely attach itself while it 

begins that miraculous trans- formation into a butterfly 

chrysalis. 

One of the most powerful forces in nature is 

obedience to the natural law or instinct. Only man 

has the ability, audacity — and stupidity to disobey 

God‟s divine plan for him . . . Thus we see that man 

in his journey toward “completion” does not always 

follow his inner, spiritual instinct to prepare 

himself for a “new life.” We watch man as he 

refuses to take the nourishment of God‟s Word; see 

him shun the security of solid precepts; and watch 

him then spin himself into a chrysalis of indifference 

from which he will never emerge . . . 

Through disobedience he has defeated the 

greatest experience of his life, and through failing to 

prepare for that life, he will never realize it. 

 

Prayer: God, if You have put into the nature of 

Your smallest creatures the ability to achieve so 

beautiful a life, how much more You must have put 

into the heart of man the instinct to prepare for 

and find the marvelous, new life You have 

prepared for him. Your  love for men is so deep, 

and we thank You for making it possible for us to be 

more and more like You — in Your  image, in Your 

heaven.    AMEN 

 

 

 

 

“THE STRUGGLE TO FREEDOM” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Romans 10:8-10 

 

A science book describes the moment of the 

butterfly‟s “birth” as a most precarious moment of 

all, as it struggles to free its wings for flying. 

Often the “spiritual birth” you experience will 

be a struggle; the very word “birth” denotes 

struggle. Yet too frequently we think of “re- birth” 

as being a heady emotional fling, or something 

that comes suddenly out of nowhere. But birth of 

any kind comes only after a period of development 

and growing, and so the new life of a Christian, too, 

comes only after a period of development and 

growth. Sometimes it is an effortless birth, and 

sometimes we struggle with the final phases of 

belief and trust. 

The man who has been obedient to God‟s law 

of nourishing the spirit, and as he has become 

aware of the growing new life within him has 

attached himself to other believers, to a church 

where the waiting, vulnerable life can be 

protected and allowed to develop, will have the 

vitality and strength for this final thrust into 

freedom and God‟s dominion. This is the life He 

will bless, and which will move strongly and surely 

into the heights prepared for it. This is the 

completed man Christ was urging His disciples to 

become. 

 

Prayer: Lord, help my struggles always to be 

directed toward You, never away from You, so 

that I may be all You want me to be — the completed 

person You desire.    AMEN 



The thought begins in the Bible verse;       

please take the time to read it first. 
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For information regarding these devotions, contact: 

Daily Family Devotions 

Tel: (818) 457-1798 • info@dailyfamilydevotions.org 

“ON HYPOCRISY” 

 
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 

For you tithe . . . and have neglected the weightier 

matters of the law, justice and mercy and faith; those 

you ought to have done, without neglecting the 

others. You blind guides, straining out a gnat and 

swallowing a camel! 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 

For you cleanse the outside of the cup and of the 

plate, but inside they are full of extortion and 

rapacity. You blind Pharisee! First cleanse the 

inside of the cup and the plate, that the outside also 

may be clean.” 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 

For you are like white-washed tombs, which outwardly 

appear beautiful, but within they are full of dead men‟s 

bones and all uncleanness.” 

“So you outwardly appear righteous to men, but 

within you are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.” 

Matthew 23:23-28 

(Supplementary Scripture: Psalm 19:7-14) 

Prayer: Lord, we know that we are imperfect within, 

that we often sin, that we often fail Thee . . . but Lord 

please guard us from pride and self- righteousness, 

which is true hypocrisy 

 

Lord, give us the wisdom to look within our 

hearts and to see the uncleanness there which 

would grieve or sadden Thee; make us always more 

concerned with our heart and soul than in the 

outward appearance, for if our heart is right, then 

that on the outside will shine with Thy spirit and 

love. Stay with us, we pray, through each hour.    

AMEN 

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and 

the life; . . . no one comes to the Father, but by me.” 

John 14:1-12; II John 5:9-14 

How often have you heard people insist that 

there are many ways to God? That each religion is 

merely another “footpath” to Him . . . 

In this Scripture, we see that our Lord decisively 

refutes this illusion. “No one comes to the Father but 

by me.” 

Yet notice how He uses the word “Father,” not 

merely “God.” It is probably true that people do 

experience an awareness of God, that they pray to 

Him, that they worship Him with- out being 

Christians. But — from what Jesus says — they can 

never know Him in that unique relationship as child-

to-Father but only as subject-to-Lord: there is not 

that deep assurance of acceptance that comes only 

through total forgiveness of a father. 

Before Christ came, for hundreds of years, the 

Hebrew nation worshiped Jehovah-God, but they 

never had the fearless, assured confidence that we 

today know if we believe . . . 

So when people say there are many ways to God, 

be sure to remind them of the words of Christ: 

while we may approach God, may pray to Him, may 

search for Him — no one can ever come in unto 

Him, know the truth about Him or have eternal life 

without Christ. 

This is not denominational doctrine or rule. 

These are the words of Christ. 
 

Prayer: Lord, it is easy to forget that no unclean 

thing can stand before Thee. And it is only 

through Your Son our Lord that we are made 

perfect enough to come into Thee. May we never 

lose sight of this, God.    AMEN 

 

 

MONDAY, MAY 10, 2021 
 

“WORDS FROM THE MASTER HIMSELF” 

 

“You have heard it was said to the men of old, 

„You shall not kill; and whoever kills shall be liable to 

judgment.‟ 

“But I say to you that everyone who is angry 

with his brother shall be liable to judgment; 

whoever insults his brother shall be liable to the 

council, and whoever says, „You fool!‟ shall be 

liable to the hell of fire. 

“So if you are offering your gift at the altar and 

there remember that your brother has something 

against you, leave your gift there be- fore the altar 

and go; first be reconciled to your brother, and then 

come and offer your gift . . . ” 

Matthew 5:21-24 

(Supplementary Scripture: Psalm 103) 

Prayer: Lord, we forget how piercing and 

perceptive Your words to us can be. Just as people 

so long ago resisted them, so we ourselves find it 

hard to follow Thy perfect kind of love in all things. 

Lord, how often we try to come to the time of 

prayer knowing that we have hurt some- one or in 

some way offended them needlessly and we 

wonder why the peace of Thy forgiveness does not 

come. 

So often we think only of Thy mercy and 

compassion, forgetting that to follow Thee, we need 

also obedience, strength, honesty and courage to do 

as Thou wouldst have us do. 

 

Lord, we know that the Christian walk is one of 

wholehearted commitment to Thy way. Help us to 

follow.    AMEN 
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“Again you have heard that it was said to the 

men of old, „You shall not swear falsely, but shall 

perform to the Lord what you have sworn.‟ 

“But I say to you. Do not swear at all, either by 

heaven, for it is the throne of God, or by the earth, 

for it is His footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the 

city of the great King. 

“And do not swear by your head, for you cannot 

make one hair white or black. 

“Let what you say be simply „Yes‟ or „No‟; 

anything more than this comes from the evil one.” 

 

Matthew 5:33-37 

(Supplementary Scripture: Ex. 20:7; James 3:3-12) 

Prayer: Dear Lord, we so often betray our 

imperfections by the words we speak. How seldom we 

think before we speak and how often our witness is 

marred by an angry word, or hasty remark. 

Lord, please help us to be aware of how 

revealing the speech of each of us can be, and as 

Christians who really do love Thee and who 

sincerely desire to be the best we can for Thee, may 

we begin today to guard our lips, our thoughts, our 

reactions — realizing that what comes out of us is a 

direct indication of that which is with- in us. 

Lord, we would be channels through which men 

can catch a glimpse of Thy power and compassion, 

purity and way of life. 

And as we grow in the knowledge of Thee, may 

our speech truly witness that we are followers of The 

Master.  We pray this in Thy name.    AMEN 

 

 

 

 

 

“ . . .  how can one enter a strong man‟s house 

and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the 

strong man? Then indeed he may plunder his house. 

“He who is not with me is against me, and he 

who does not gather with me, scatters.” 

“Therefore I tell you, every sin and blasphemy 

will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the 

Spirit will not be forgiven. 

“And whoever says a word against the Son of 

man will be forgiven: 

“But whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will 

not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to 

come.” Matthew 12:29-32 

 

(Supplementary Scripture: Isaiah 9:1-7) How 

many times have you heard people respect Christ as a 

fine human being — but not God in the flesh? 

How often have you heard Him quoted as a 

great humanitarian, but not as the supreme Word of 

God, the ultimate in Truth? 

How often have you heard people doubt His 

Resurrection, His Divinity or His being the truly 

divine Son of God? 

We will be forgiven any sin for which we are 

truly sorry, but if we persist in our doubt of the 

power of the Holy Spirit as it works among us today, 

and as it dwelled so fully in our Lord, then we are in 

real danger. 

Prayer: O God, so often we saunter through life 

with our doubts arrogantly fluttering before us, as 

though we can doubt Thy Spirit, as though we can 

flaunt Thine authority and still be with- in Thy 

hand. Christ, give us the deep sense of humility we 

need as we bow before Thy majestic love and power.    

AMEN 

 

 

 

 

 

“When the unclean spirit has gone out of   a 

man, he passes through waterless places seeking 

rest, but he finds none. 

“Then he says, „I will return to my house from 

which I came.‟ And when he comes he finds it empty, 

swept and put in order. 

“Then he goes and brings with him seven other 

spirits more evil than himself, and they enter and 

dwell there; and the last state of that man becomes 

worse than the first. 

“So shall it be also with this evil generation.” 

Matthew 12:43-45 

(Supplementary Scripture: Psalm 73:13-24) 

Today we think that the state of being neutral 

— for nothing, against nothing — is the best. We 

walk the fence or clear our minds of any belief and 

think we are safe. 

But Christ warns us, that even if we should 

cleanse our hearts of prejudice, greed and 

selfishness — unless we immediately fill it with 

God and unless we ask Christ to live in our “clean 

house,” Satan and his domination will return, and 

when he returns, we will be filled with more sin and 

depravity than we knew before. It is not enough to 

be forgiven by Christ.  We must also let Him take 

our lives — or Satan will. 

 

Prayer: Dear Lord, our souls are so much like 

vacuums that yearn to be filled. And we ask now that 

Thou wilt come into our hearts so the evil from which 

we have been freed will not return again. We ask this 

in Thy precious name.    AMEN 



The thought begins in the Bible verse;       

please take the time to read it first. 
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For information regarding these devotions, contact: 

Daily Family Devotions 

Tel: (818) 457-1798 • info@dailyfamilydevotions.org 

“THE STILL, SMALL „VOICE‟ ” 
 

Scripture: I Samuel 3:1-10; I Kings 19:11, 12 

 

The Bible says that God “spoke” to certain of 

His people – Moses, Elijah, Abraham, Samuel 

. . . Does that mean His voice was actually 

audible, that one could hear it with the ear? 

 
Some of the deepest experiences we have are 

the most difficult to describe or put into words. Of 

course God spoke to Samuel – but being a Spirit, 

He probably spoke to Samuel as The Spirit – but it 

was strong enough to awaken him three times. 

 
For us, perhaps God’s voice could be de- 

scribed as the strange urging or pressure, a 

heaviness or restlessness which makes us suddenly 

stop as we become acutely aware that God is 

communicating with us. Perhaps you have been 

awakened in the night, your entire being alert, 

awake. You have felt a deep urgency to pray – and you 

pray until a peace comes. This is real – just as the 

spirit within us is real. 

 
And just as we can sharpen our physical senses 

to a high degree, so we can sharpen our spiritual 

sense so we can hear God’s voice. Practice listening 

for Him . . . let your spirit move as He wills it to. We 

are never too young to know it. 

 

 

Prayer: God, I know that You still do speak to your 

people today, but somehow it seems harder to hear 

You; there are so many people to listen to. Help me to 

seek out Thy “still” voice in my heart and to obey it 

quickly    AMEN. 

 

 

“THE BREATH OF THE SOUL” 
 

Scripture: Psalm 28:6-9 

 

There are many kinds of breathing. When we 

sleep, our breath is even and effortless. When we 

run, our breathing is labored and deep. Whatever 

we do – our breathing adjusts itself according to the 

body’s need. 

Prayer should be like this. 

There are times when your life is moving along 

easily; prayer then, too, is easy, free, almost 

effortless. You are hardly aware of it – but it’s 

working. 

There are times when something terrible 

happens – and suddenly your prayers are deep and 

labored, your entire being strains with the effort. 

There are times when you are preparing for a 

critical event – and your praying becomes intense, 

quick, heightened. Then there are times of rest when 

you are simply quiet with God . . . “breathing” is 

easy – it is praise and thanksgiving – and 

refreshment. 

Prayer should be so much a part of our living 

that when we go to bed at night, we feel as though 

we have been beside God all day. This is what He 

desires . . . being so close to us that He is “nearer 

than breathing, closer than hands or feet.” 

 

 

Prayer: God, give me a healthy spirit. Fill it with the 

breath of Thine own Spirit, Lord, until Thy strength 

is as deep as my need.    AMEN 

 

 

 

MONDAY, MAY 17, 2021 

“VOICE OF THE INNER MAN” 
 

Scripture: Psalm 103:1-5; Isaiah 66:13 

 

We all go through life, filling our various roles as 

teacher, supervisor, father, mother, child, friend, 

doing our best to meet the requirements of those roles 

– as we should. 

But each of us feels the need, sometimes, to   be a 

child, to throw aside our pride, and run into God’s 

arms; to cry because we are discouraged; to admit 

our defeats; to confess our sins – just for a while to 

be our own inner man. 

This is prayer: the luxury of being ourselves 

– the only times, really, we can be completely and 

unashamedly – unreservedly all we are, the best or 

the worst. 

For there is nothing God does not already 

know. He knows our inmost thoughts, our dreams, 

our sins, our potentials or our weaknesses. And 

because of this, He has the unique ability to deal 

with the actual, real person, in the actual, real 

situation. And once we know this, we run more 

quickly to Him – for only in this rare and beautiful 

relationship, can we see things – life, ourselves, 

others – in true perspective. 

How long since you have run to him? How long 

since you have known this luxury of being yourself? 

Prayer is the greatest relationship man can have. Use 

your right to it today. 

 
Prayer: God, forgive me for turning away from 

Thee. Make me realize that because You already 

know me fully, there is no need for me to hide from 

Thee. I ask Thy presence with me now.    AMEN 
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“GOD‟S WALKIE-TALKIE” 
 

Scripture: Isaiah 42:16; John 14:3-6 

 

A man was lost in a dangerous swamp. All 

around him was quick-sand. He was afraid to move. 

Then a guide, who knew the area well, was taken up 

in a helicopter. When the machine was above the 

man, a “walkie-talkie” was dropped to him. 

 
The guide said, “Listen to what I say, and I’ll 

guide you from here.” The man listened, and step by 

step, he was led to safety. 

 
This is prayer. Jesus Christ is our guide, prayer 

our “walkie-talkie.” As long as we are in contact 

with Him, He can lead us through the swamps of 

temptation and difficult decisions safely – until we 

reach God’s firm land. 

 
Are you in constant touch with God? Or is prayer 

something you use only when you have already fallen 

into an impossible situation? 

 
Prayer is so much more than a rescue tool. It is 

a compass, a life-line, a light, and God-with-us. 

God meant it to be an essential part of our everyday 

life. 

 

 
Prayer: Heavenly Father, forgive me when I have 

strayed into dangerous or treacherous places 

because I have not listened to Thee. I know that  

Thou  art  always  ready  to  help when I call, but 

Father, grant that I may want to know Thy will 

before I walk, and follow the path Thou hast 

chosen for me, I pray.    AMEN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“GOOD SEED – OR BAD?” 
 

Scripture: Romans 8:28; Luke 11:11-13 

 

Prayer is a seed – planted in the soil of belief, 

nourished by trust – and strengthened by the Son of 

God. 

Many people cannot pray, because they do not 

believe. They cannot pray because they do not know 

or trust the God to Whom they would pray; they 

never really plant their seed. They toss it on top of 

the   ground   and   challenge God to a miracle. 

And the seed never germinates. 

Or sometimes we plant a seed with care – but it 

is not a good seed. God knows it will grow into 

something we should not have, some- thing that 

might poison our life, or cause us injury. 

God blesses nothing which could ever harm us – 

and many times He has arrested the germination of a 

prayer we have “planted,” knowing its fruit might 

harm or destroy us. 

We plant our seeds of desire, of ambition, of 

many things. It is God’s mercy and discerning 

wisdom which allows some to die, others to flourish 

in profusion. 

He is faithful and just. He is love. Why don’t we 

trust Him more? 

 

 
Prayer: O God, forgive me for forgetting Thy love 

for me . . . forgive me when I do not accept Thy 

wisdom and mercy in choosing for me that which 

will most benefit my life, and my service  to Thee. 

Grant me the kind of unfailing trust Thy Son, Jesus 

Christ, had in Thy wisdom, I pray.    AMEN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“PRAYER WITHOUT CEASING” 
 

Scripture: Ephesians 6:18; Acts 6:4 

 

Most people underestimate the importance of 

prayer; they regard it as an emergency measure . . . 

something to fall back on when everything else has 

failed. This is not the original purpose of prayer; 

it was never intended to operate on a “spasmodic” 

basis. 

For prayer is to the soul what our breathing is 

to the body. Too much oxygen after the body has 

been deprived of it can lead to dizziness and light-

headedness. 

Some people’s prayer life is like this. They go 

along sluggishly for a time, then suddenly decide 

to go on a “prayer binge.” This sudden in-filling of 

the Spirit sends them into a “spiritual high.” For a 

while they are on top of the world; they love 

everyone; life is fine and they have energy to burn. 

Then gradually they sink down again into 

lethargy. They become listless, morose, 

discouraged; things become increasingly worse 

until they go on another of their “prayer binges.” 

This is neither spiritually healthy nor is it 

Christian. Prayer, to the Christian must be like 

breathing: deep, daily, constant and in accordance 

with the day’s need. As our bodily exercise increases 

need for more oxygen, so spiritual trials produce the 

need for deeper and more consistent prayer. 

How is your spiritual breathing? 

 

 
Prayer: God, I thank Thee for the wonderful 

privilege of prayer. Dear Lord, let me use it to 

nourish the life of my soul, I pray.    AMEN 



The thought begins in the Bible verse;       

please take the time to read it first. 
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For information regarding these devotions, contact: 

Daily Family Devotions 

Tel: (818) 457-1798 • info@dailyfamilydevotions.org 

“UNDERNEATH THE EVERLASTING ARMS” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Romans 8:31-39 

In all the chaos and confusion of today, the 

Christian often wonders just where he stands in it all. 

Can we expect special favors from God? 

Why do our sons have to die for something they 

did not do . . . why should we suffer society’s 

sickness and immorality? Why can’t the Christian be 

lifted above these things as people who love God 

and serve Him? 

Possibly one of the hardest things to face is this 

fact: that God’s “rain falls on the just and the 

unjust alike.” And we could become lost in a 

morass of unanswered questions if we forgot one 

enormous fact: God himself through His Son once 

suffered here on our earth, in our sick society, a 

victim of others’ hatred — totally undeserving of the 

treatment He received. 

If it had not been for this example we would have 

reason to shake our fist at God and cry, “Why!” 

But we remember. Only as we suffer can we 

have true compassion; only as we experience loss, 

humiliation, loneliness and weariness can we 

understand how complete and miraculously real is 

the power of God when we reach out to Him, can we 

recognize this in others; can we reach out and touch 

them. 

This life is no longer the Garden of Eden; it is 

the battlefield of our Lord against the forces of 

Satan, the training ground for our souls. We live to 

serve God, to lift His broken people, to show them 

their Lord. 

(Ephesians 6:12) 

 

Prayer: Lord, only as I take my eyes from myself can I 

see others‟ need. Let me put my petulant whims aside 

to minister to the world as You saw it — hungry, 

frightened and groping for God.     AMEN 

“SPIRIT VERSUS EGO — THE BATTLE 

OF THE TWO KINGDOMS” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Galatians 5:16-25 
 

The basic difference between the Kingdom of 

God and the kingdom of Satan and This World is 

fairly simple: 

In the Kingdom of God, the soul takes precedence 

over the physical, and God rules supreme; man eagerly 

gives his life to God’s will and knows security. 

In Satan’s kingdom, the ego rules supreme: 

whatever man wants, desires or craves for his own 

needs regardless of its effect on others is uppermost. 

God asks man to allow Him to mold and inspire 

him, to give man power he would not ordinarily 

have, to be better than he could be by himself, to be 

near God, to actually be saved from a life ruled by 

the ego which leads man to eventual spiritual death . 

. . 

Satan encourages man to let no one “rule” him 

— to face this life as all there is, to take from it all 

he can squeeze and ignore the future conditions after 

death. 

A man following the ego and living for self, 

eventually starves to death spiritually, and Satan 

knows this. Such a man is forever separated from 

God’s love and vitalizing power . . . 

But a man who gives over his life to God knows 

complete release and a profound peace and lack of 

apprehension. With God in control of his life, he has 

the deepest assurance, and life. 

 

 

Prayer: Lord, how I thank Thee for an escape from 

this tedious and monotonous serving of my own ego. 

Nothing I do for myself can compare with the 

assurance of serving Thee.    AMEN 

 

MONDAY, MAY 24, 2021 

“LOVE IS NOT A „THING‟ ” 

SCRIPTURE: I Corinthians 13:1-13 

A young woman was interviewed by an 

organization which ministered to the migratory 

workers in her city. During the course of the 

interview, she mentioned the fact that she had 

“rejected her family” and left home. 
Her application was returned some weeks 

later, refused. Angry and upset, she confronted the 
woman once more. “Why was I turned down? I am 
willing to give up everything. What more do you 
want?” 

The woman looked at her quietly for a moment; 

then said, “We have more than enough people who 

are willing to give. We’re looking for people who 

are willing to forgive.” 
We forget that love is not a commodity to be 

handed out like food and medicine; love is an attitude, 
a way of living, a position toward other people, and it 
includes many qualities — the first of which is 
forgiveness . . . 

Forgiveness is that ability to overlook and 
forget another’s weakness as it affects us. It is not 
hard for us to “love” a man who refuses to work, a 
mother who neglects her home, a youth who is on 
drugs. Why? Because they are not our father, 
mother or son — we have not been involved, we 
have not been hurt so we can “hand out love” easily. 
This is social charity. 

True love is loving that man when he is your 
father, loving that woman when she is your mother 
and bearing the hurt when it is your son or daughter 
. . . that is love. 

 

Prayer: Lord, if I withhold love from my family, who is 

there to love them? Teach me to serve where I am, no 

matter how hard it is or how humiliating — whether it 

is rewarded or not.    AMEN 
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“THE SLIM LINE BETWEEN 

JUDGMENT AND DISCERNMENT” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Matthew 7:1-5; II Corinthians 6:14-7:1 

When you see someone doing something with 

which you cannot agree or something which you know 

is morally wrong, how do you react? 

This is a critical thing for the Christian to know — 

this difference between discernment and judgment — 

and the world is swift to try to confuse the two. 

Judgment belongs to God, discernment is our 

responsibility. Jesus tells us, “Do not judge” 

But we are also told to “Come out from among 

them and be separate and touch nothing unclean.” 

Judgment, having access to all the facts and 

having determined the extent of the guilt, 

pronounces sentence. Only God is capable of this 

with the human heart. Our civil society grants this 

authority to the court, not to mobs or individual 

citizens, and in spiritual matters, God has ordained 

that judgment in sin belongs to Him, not to any of 

us. 

Yet how are we to save if we do not “go out 

among” them? Christ moved among men yet 

remained apart; i.e. His attitude was so different, His 

outlook so defined and God-centered that men knew 

at once He was not a part of them, and it was to this 

hope, this difference that they were drawn. (John 

17:14-19) 

The only way we can move among men is with 

discernment, living lives so transparent and directed 

that men are drawn to God. Without this men will 

never see a clear picture of Christ. 

 

Prayer: Lord, give me wisdom to discern, love to lift 

up, and humility to leave judgment to Thee. Teach 

me that judgment on my part leads to pride, but that 

discerning obedience keeps me fit to serve others 

for Thee.    AMEN 

 

 

 

 

 

“PRAY WITHOUT CEASING” 

SCRIPTURE: 

I Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 

“Accustom yourself gradually to carry prayer into 

all your daily occupations. Speak, move, work in 

peace, as if you were in prayer . . .” 

Fénelon 

 
 

“Oh, how the soul is refreshed with freedom of 

speech with its beloved Lord! He that is much in 

prayer, shall grow rich in grace.” 

R. Leighton 

 

 

(Supplementary reading: Jesus’ Prayer, John 17) 

 

 

Prayer: “I resolve to pray more and to pray always . . . 

to pray in all the places where quietness inviteth . . . in 

the house, on the highway, and on the street . . . 

 
“And to know no street or passage in this city 

that may not witness that I have not forgotten thee, 

God.” 

(From a prayer by Sir Thomas Browne)  

(Supplementary reading: Luke 18:1-8) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“WHY CAN‟T I PRAY?” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Romans 8:22-28; Psalm 145:14-19 

 

So often, people shy away from the act of 

prayer because they think they must go through 

some kind of ritual. They kneel, embarrassed at the 

silence and the sound of their own monologue. Or 

they recite prayers someone else has written. They 

get nothing from these prayers other than an 

increased awareness of their own solitude. Of 

course they never go back. There is no feeling of 

communion or response. 

But what is prayer? It is really an attitude even 

more than an act. It is wanting to be with God, to 

contact Him and to commune with Him.  It can be a 

momentary word, or savored for a long period of 

time. In fact, it can be a way of life. Scripture says 

that “Enoch walked with God.” This is a supreme 

example of the ultimate in prayer. 

But prayer, like love, is that which fills a need, 

and unless a man has a hunger that nothing can fill, 

yearning too deep to describe, emptiness that seems 

to grow vaster by the day, that man will not reach 

out for prayer . . . 

The first prerequisite for prayer is need. The 

second is belief — that God will hear. The third is 

honesty. Approach God through need, not through 

your reason. Come as a child, pour out your heart, 

and claim Christ’s promise. (Matthew 7:7, 8; 

Revelations 3:20) 

 
 

Prayer: O God, as I come to You, please give me the 

warm assurance of Your compassion and love. You 

have promised to draw near to those who need 

Thee, and I claim that promise now, Lord.    AMEN 



The thought begins in the Bible verse;       

please take the time to read it first. 

                                                                                                
                            
                           FRIDAY                                                                SATURDAY                                           
                                                                                                                                                                     

____________________________________________ 

For information regarding these devotions, contact: 

Daily Family Devotions 

Tel: (818) 457-1798 • info@dailyfamilydevotions.org 

“HOW CAN WE BLAME ANOTHER?” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Romans 5:6-11, I John 4:9-1 1; 

Leviticus 6:24-27; 7:1-5 
 

This is perhaps the only generation which has 

demanded perfection from its parents, society and 

institutions on pain of total rejection. Yet has any 

generation in history ever known the perfect parent, 

ideal society or flawless institution? Other 

generations have taken for granted the natural 

imperfection of human nature and adjusted, 

knowing that they themselves are not perfect. God 

knew this, too. 

This is why — while He tells us to “love our 

neighbors as ourselves” — He also says, “You 

cannot maintain perfection even in this effort; 

eventually you will fail in some way because you are 

human. I will give you a way of salvation, though — 

a way of forgiveness so that you need not carry 

around the guilt of your imperfection.” 

Unforgiven guilt has no place in the productive 

life. It is one of the most destructive forces on earth; 

it continuously seeks to rationalize by 

overcompensating until our reasons for doing good 

become twisted and selfish — frantic efforts to 

absolve ourselves rather than minister to others. 

So it is not enough to reject a society that is 

imperfect: how then do we deal with our own 

imperfection? It is not enough to rebel against 

parents; too soon we will taste the wrath of our own 

children. What, then . . . ? 

We walk in humility, remembering the love 

Christ had for us while we were yet imperfect — and 

this is the compassion and love we  pass on  to 

others. 

 

Prayer: God, it is so much easier to judge than to 

forgive, so much easier to blame than to bind up! 

Give us the grace to see ourselves as human souls 

who need Thy love to cover us all.    AMEN 

“NOT WHAT WE DO, 

BUT HOW WE DO IT” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Genesis 4:1-16; John 1:29; 3:16-18 

As we read this passage, we cannot help but 
respond to Cain’s bewildered anger: both brothers had 
offered the best of their own efforts — Abel’s was 
accepted while Cain’s was rejected. Why shouldn’t he 
have been angry? 

It is easy to lose the meaning of this incident. 
Remember that the two brothers were not offering a 
mere gift; this was the first effort toward sacrificial 
atonement mentioned in Scripture. These brothers 
were groping their way back to the kind of 
communion with God that their parents had once 
known. They were seeking the pattern of 
forgiveness, so it was essential that God begin to 
instruct them in what would and would not be 
effective in a forgiveness experience. The secret was 
not in the gift — but in the attitude of heart and what 
change resulted in the life of the man. 

As Abel took the life of his innocent lamb, he 
must have been shaken by the fact that this precious 
life was being offered for something his family had 
done. He would never again be the same. Cain, on 
the other hand, in bringing his field produce, the 
work of his own hands, probably felt only pride and 
pleasure. So the two sacrifices had far different 
effects on the two hearts. Which was the more 
revealing, the more apt to lead to a change of attitude 
and heart? 

A sacrifice should be such an unforgettable 
experience that we are never quite the same arrogant 
people again, but wiser, more grateful and forgiving. 
 

Prayer: God, when we try to work out our own 

forgiveness, all we feel is pride. But when we finally 

realize that sin always results in the death of 

innocence, when we see what our sins have cost 

You, then we know repentance and full surrender 

and commitment    AMEN 

 

MONDAY, MAY 31, 2021 

“THE FATHER SHALL NOT SUFFER FOR 

THE SINS OF THE SON” 

SCRIPTURE 

Ezekiel 18:1-20; Hebrews 10:11-18 
 

Today’s generation is suffering under a load of 
mass guilt such as this world has never seen 

— parents in agony in the belief that they are 
responsible for their children’s rebellion . . . 
young people struggling against the decay of their 
world . . .  a society burdened with the foulness of 
millions of individual lives . . . 

And on the other side of the coin is the hostility 
which this brings: “If I am guilty for my child, my 
parents are guilty for me. If our society is guilty for 
today’s problems, yesterday’s society is guilty for 
what I am!” 

So we seek absolution by blaming others rather 
than seeking forgiveness from God for our own sins. 
What an insidious effect this has on God’s ability to 
help us. How it blinds us to the meaning of our Lord’s 
sacrifice . . . 

Yet God anticipated this tendency of ours for 
He specifically warns: “All souls are mine — and 
the soul that sins shall die . . . his blood shall be 
upon himself.” This puts the blame squarely upon 
each individual, each nation, each society as it 
stands before God. 

But wait. What was it Christ came to do? 
Read Hebrews 10 for the full implications of His 
life; for we as Christians now stand before God 
with only our own sins and the promise of Christ’s 
forgiveness. No more guilt or hostility toward 
others. Think what this could mean to our world! 

 

Prayer: Dear God, teach us that blaming others 

does not heal or bring forgiveness; neither does 

taking on another’s guilt absolve him. O God, give 

us the strength to admit our guilt before Thee and 

be healed.    AMEN 
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“THE MILLSTONE OF OUR OWN GUILT” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Matthew 18:1-6; Ezekiel 18:2-4; 10-13 
 

Only a parent who has known the full impact of 

failure can possibly understand the truth of this 

passage! “It would be better for him if a millstone 

had been hung around his neck and he be drowned 

in the deepest sea.” Is this a threat of judgment or 

punish from God? Probably not. A parent who has 

finally come to the realization of his part in his 

child’s demise can almost wish he could be drowned 

— anything as penance or oblivion from the 

relentless sorrow and helplessness he feels as he 

must live with the consequences of his failure as a 

parent. 

Today, however, we make the mistake of 

thinking that if we feel sufficiently guilty as 

parents, this in some way minimizes our children’s 

guilt, “gets them off the hook with God —.”  But it 

isn’t so. God said, “His blood shall be upon himself 

—” and this makes it even worse! The terrible fact is 

that once we have allowed (or been the cause of) our 

children’s  sin, there  is nothing we can do except 

pray that God in  His mercy will bring that child to 

the place of forgiveness, that Christ will take our 

guilt. 

This is the curse — our own helplessness, not 

the judgment of God. And this is why Christ is so 

essential in the pattern of parent-child-guilt- sin 

complex! Only as we face such grief, can we reach 

out for our Lord’s gift of redemption and 

forgiveness. 

 
Prayer: Lord, only those who have given Thee their 

failures can know complete release, even from such 

sorrow as that of insufficiency or godlessness as 

parents. God, we thank Thee that You can bring this 

double forgiveness to us — without it, we could not 

go on.    AMEN 

 

 

 

 

 

“TO WHICH KINGDOM 

DO YOU BELONG?” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Joshua 24:14, 15; John 8:43-47 

Zechariah 3:1-4 
 

How can we distinguish the kingdom of God from 

the kingdom of Satan and of This World? 

Christ rules through love, truth and obedience to 

God. 

Satan rules through lust, distortion and rebellion 

against God. 

Christ woos man to the surrender of his soul to 

God. 

Satan dares man to be master of his own soul. 

Christ places Self in the hands of God so that Self 

can be lifted beyond its own power into the presence of 

God. 

Satan puts Self on the throne and man never rises 

farther than his own physical and intellectual 

endeavors. 

Jesus Christ transforms the heart of man, 

stimulating and enhancing an inner growth which 

never ceases. 

Satan solidifies the heart of man until man is 

incapable of giving himself freely to either God or 

man and his inner soul becomes glutted, soured, 

poisonous and bloated until the spirit is no longer 

able to sustain life. This leads to a spiritual death of 

which Christ warns. 

Which kingdom is yours . . . ? 

 

 
Prayer: Lord, yielding my will is the hardest thing 

I have ever done. Yet, God, help me see that Thy 

love for me is so perfect that only good can come to 

me if I yield to Thee. Only as You shape and mold 

my life, can I be the person You created me to be. 

Lord, help me to trust Thee more.    AMEN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“BEWARE THE LEAVEN OF THE 

PHARISEES” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Matthew 16:5-12; Exodus 12:14-20 
 

Leaven, like yeast, made bread rise by its 

fermenting action. It was a symbol of impurity to 

the Hebrew people, and therefore the bread they 

utilized for religious purposes was always the 

unleavened bread. 

Jesus is using this example to show that the 

clever, deceptive word of the Pharisees was like 

leaven: it could be put into people’s heart and they 

would not know it was there until it began to 

ferment and multiply itself. 

Read this Scripture several times. Does any of 

it seem familiar, or pertinent today? 

Today Satan is working exactly as he did in 

Jesus’ time — through subtle deceptions and false 

doctrines which work silently in the very midst of 

Christ’s Church. So often we are un- aware of the 

danger until we begin to experience the 

fermentation and heat aroused by such treachery. 

Are you able to tell the difference between 

truth and half-truth? Can you discern the 

distortion of a false doctrine? Only by reading the 

Word of God, by measuring all things by His Son, 

and by constant prayer, can any of us hope to obey 

Christ’s warning to His disciples. 

 

 
Prayer: Lord, help me to keep my eyes upon Thee 

alone, so that no man may ever succeed in leading 

me astray. I would be faithful to Thee, God, and I 

pray that Thou wilt keep me from indifference or 

betrayal to Thee.    AMEN 



The thought begins in the Bible verse;       

please take the time to read it first. 
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“POWER: TO BECOME SONS OF GOD” 

SCRIPTURE: 

John 1:6-18; Romans 8:14-28: Acts 4:12 

 

Deep in their hearts, most people want to 

belong to God — they want to have a personal, 

important relationship with Him. Nothing can be 

more rewarding than a father-son relationship; yet 

we know that though God loves us, we are not 

automatically His sons any more than living in a 

house with another family makes us members of that 

family. There must be a definite act: either we are 

born into it or we are adopted into it. There is no 

other way. 

 
Jesus is God’s only begotten Son, but He has 

given us the power to become sons if we fill one 

condition: we must believe Jesus is His Son. 

 
Why? Because if we see this fact everything else 

falls into place, for to the Son of God nothing is 

impossible — not the Miracles, not the Resurrection, 

nor the Ascension, nor the realization that He still 

lives. 

 
God knew that once we accepted Jesus as His 

divine Son, all the disbelief and doubt would vanish 

and we would be able to accept God’s offering of 

forgiveness, sonship and eternal life. 

 
What greater power could there be in all the 

world than this power to become sons of God and 

heirs with our Christ? 

 

Prayer: Lord, help us to show others why You want us 

to accept Jesus as Thy divine Son. O God, grant us 

wisdom as we witness to this.    AMEN 

 

“POWER: TO BE STRONG IN WEAKNESS” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Exodus 3:1-4; 4:1-17; II Corinthians 12:9-10 

 

Has the Lord ever asked you to do something 

that you were sure you were not fitted to do? Moses 

felt the same way when God chose him to be the 

man who was to lead the Hebrews out of Egypt. He 

gave every reason he could think of not to go — 

“Who am I, that the people would follow . . . no one 

will believe that this is Your idea — I can’t speak in 

public 

— please send someone else!” 

And God keeps telling Moses, “I am the one 

who will do it . . . I will be your power.” Have you 

ever looked at someone who has done something 

extraordinary and thought, “How could he do that 

— he is so ordinary.” Christians are ordinary 

people; the only thing that makes them 

“extraordinary” is the fact that God happens to be 

using them, that He is working and that they are 

merely being His instruments. 

Have you ever seen a glove lift an object with its 

own power? It cannot and as Christians we find that 

we can do little without the power of God in our 

lives. But with God, anything is possible — just as 

any glove, no matter how  fragile  or tough, can lift 

providing the hand inside is strong.  

 

Prayer: Dear God, through Moses You 

accomplished the almost impossible task of freeing 

two million people from one of the mightiest kings 

of the world. Teach me that there is nothing You 

cannot do through me, too, if I give myself to You. 

Dear Lord, be the hand in my life.    AMEN 

 

MONDAY, JUNE 7, 2021 

 
“POWER: TO DIRECT OUR LIVES” 

SCRIPTURE: 

I Kings 19:1-8; Matthew 11:28-30 

 

Have you ever been so tired you wanted to just 

drop out of the game for a while? “Stop the world, I 

want to get off!” There are times when nothing 

seems to go right; we wish we could simply drop it 

on someone else’s shoulders. 

 
God is offering us exactly that chance: “Give it 

to me; trust me.” Of course just as it’s difficult to 

hand over the wheel of our car to a driver whose 

ability we do not know, so it is even harder to hand 

over our lives to a God whom we have not taken the 

time to know. We think “He will drive me into a 

swamp; I’ll never get out — He’ll drive me to some 

desolate place; I’ll be alone . . .  He will take me 

where I don’t want to go.” 

 
And because we do not know the depth and 

compassion of His love for us or His knowledge of 

our special need we clutch our wills and continue to 

fret — bullying our way through life, banging 

fenders, getting lost, shaking our fists and 

exhausting not just ourselves but others, too. 

 

Prayer: O God, help us trust Thee with our lives. 

Thou hast made us and Thou hast the power to keep 

us.    AMEN 
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“POWER: TO KEEP US IN THE MIDST OF” 

SCRIPTURE: 

John 17:11-19; II Samuel 23:1-14 

 

God has never promised to keep us from 

hardship or difficulty; He has promised to keep us in 

spite of it — in the midst of it. Even Christ, as He 

prayed for His disciples said, “I do not pray that 

thou should take them out of the world but that 

thou shall keep them from the evil one.” 

The story of David’s life prior to his claiming 

the kingdom, is one of the most fabulous stories in 

history. Time and again, God spared David’s life in a 

most amazing way; he did not remove David’s  

problem  (Saul’s  anger)  nor did He change the fact 

that for a long time David had to live as a  guerrilla, 

hiding in the hills with a  band of men —  

ostracized, hunted and with   a ransom on his head. 

Yet in the midst of this terror and persecution, God 

continually provided for David and his followers. 

Why? 

God had chosen David as the king to replace 

Saul — and nothing, no one could take David out 

of God’s hand. But there is another essential fact 

we must note: David never once took himself out of 

God’s hand, either. In all his fear and apprehension, 

David kept in constant touch with God. Time and 

again David would pray: “God, do you want me to 

do this? Shall I fight or shall I stay?” He never made 

a move without asking God’s guidance. 

 

Prayer: O God, give me a faith in Thee like 

David’s — a faith that trusts as a child, which does 

not question but simply follows, seeking Your  will 

in all things.    AMEN 

 

 

 

 

“POWER TO SAVE: FROM WHAT?” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Romans 1:13-23; I John 1:1-3; John 3:16 

 

We are often embarrassed at the simplicity of the 

Christian faith. The intellectuals on Mars Hill ridiculed 

Paul, too: they thought he was a fool, that the Christ-

way was absolutely ridiculous; whoever heard of a 

dead man making heaven possible for anyone who 

“believed in” him. 

Yet Paul tried to tell them that this new Gospel 

had enormous power — literally the power of God to 

save. 

But what is “salvation?” Why do we need to be 

saved — and from what? 

We have all known the despondency of failure. If 

it is a small failure, we can manage to forget it. The 

larger failures leave ugliness and guilt and it is this 

guilt which separates us from God; like disobedient 

children, somehow we can- not face Him and so we 

turn away, bewildered, angry, afraid. 

But God sent a “whipping boy” — His own Son 

— to take our punishment so that we might feel free 

once more to come back to Him. This was the “good 

news” Paul was trying to explain to the men on the 

hill that day. And when we once get the full impact 

and meaning of what God is offering to us we, too, 

feel like shouting: it is relevant — it is needed — it 

is not ridiculous. And it is available. 

 

Prayer: Father, we ask that Thou wilt grant us the 

ability to reveal the simplicity and power of what 

Thou hast done for us. Make it so meaningful to us 

that others, too, may find it.    AMEN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“POWER: TO ANSWER TODAY’S NEED” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Genesis 1:24-31; John 15:1-16 

 

“Who am I?” How often we hear that familiar 

question. As Christians, we should already know: 

the Bible answers it for us. Since we are made in 

the image of God, we are not merely a higher form 

of animal; we are spirits and souls with individual 

talents and desires and needs. 

Amazingly, this fact answers the second most 

pressing question today — “What am I here for?” To 

glorify God. As creatures less like animal, and more 

like God, we are given the unique ability of 

expressing Him as animals and plants never could. 

Is this too ambiguous to make sense? On the 

contrary; it is excitingly specific and very 

individualistic. It means that everything I am, 

everything I do, I do according to my God-given 

talent and ability. It has nothing to do with 

another’s ability or talent. It is what God fashioned 

me to do for Him. Which means if I  am an actor, I 

am representing God to the  world; if I am a  

housewife, I  must be the kind of woman He would 

want me to be. Whatever the task — from school 

teacher to student, from the office to the street and 

around the world, I will be as near perfection as I 

can be for Him. 

Could any motivation or purpose be greater? 

 

 

Prayer: Almighty God, how humble we feel when we 

realize that even before we ask these questions, Thou 

hast already provided the answers.    AMEN 

 



The thought begins in the Bible verse;       

please take the time to read it first. 
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“WHAT HAVE I TO GIVE HIM?” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Micah 6:6-8; James 1:5-18 

 

When we become Christians, the first thing 

most of us want to do is to decide what we have to 

offer God. Sometimes we turn in a reverse direction 

from the way we have been going and sometimes this 

is right, for our past way of life just would not fit into 

God’s kind of living. 

Yet often we are already where He wants us to 

be — or we are involved in an obligation we have 

vowed to fulfill, such as marriage, a family, etc. In 

such a case, God will grant us the strength and love 

to go on. 

Usually, God puts us in places in which we can 

work best, where our talents are utilized to their 

fullest, where our personalities can be most effective. 

God does not give us jobs in order to make us 

miserable. We can do anything He gives us and it will 

bring us joy if we give ourselves to it willingly and 

with love. 

But there are times, too, when He puts us in 

places we simply cannot understand. We must trust 

Him then. He would not put us there if He did not 

need us in that place. 

Once we offer ourselves wholeheartedly to Him, 

we must allow Him access to our lives, wherever that 

may lead or whatever it may require. 

 

Prayer: Lord, I know whatever You desire of my 

life. You will be there to help me. Please make my 

own trust in Thee deeper, and my desire to serve 

Thee stronger and less fearful, I pray.    AMEN 

“WHEN WE FIGHT THE „GOADS‟ ” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Acts 26:1-18 

 

There are times when we feel the pressure of 

being a Christian as keenly as though it were a goad. 

A goad is a stick which was used in the Orient, and 

is still used some places today, to guide cattle. It 

was not necessarily a punishment, but an instrument 

of guidance. As long as the animal obeyed, he was 

not hurt; he did not feel the point of the stick. But if 

he did not obey, then the stick caused pain. 

This is what Christ is saying to Paul. Paul had 

been fighting Jesus . . . he had been stubborn in 

refusing to acknowledge Christ as Lord. And Jesus 

in sympathy says, “Stop fighting, Paul. You are only 

causing yourself to be hurt.  I need you. I have a 

tremendous task only you can do for me.  Stop the 

fighting and come to me.” 

Many of us — not only before we come to Christ 

— but even after we’ve given Him our lives, still 

fight the “goads.” We would rather wander into the 

thickets of selfish pursuits, into the swamps of 

lethargy and doubt; yet God, knowing the danger 

there, continues to faith- fully urge us along a 

higher and safer path. 

Is there something you are fighting at this 

moment? Stop — and see if the discomfort does not 

disappear. 

Prayer: Lord, I know that whatever You desire for 

my life, is best for me, and will lead to greatest 

happiness. Help me to trust Thee so that I may be 

more eager to obey Thee.  .  .  so that I may know 

greater freedom and peace.    AMEN 

 

 

MONDAY, JUNE 14, 2021 

“FAITH IS BELIEF IN GOD” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Daniel 6:13-23; 25-27 

 

This is one of the most exciting stories in the 

Bible and the heart of it is in the 23rd verse, last 

part. 

We read these stories and because of their 

tremendous impact, find difficulty in believing 

them. We shrug them off as legends or myths, but 

it is only because we ourselves have had such a 

limited experience of God. 

God still works miracles for us today — but how 

seldom we know about them. Men and women this 

very day are still finding themselves in frightening 

extremities . . . figuratively, in “lion’s dens” of 

business, national and personal testing. God’s 

deliverance of these people is just as remarkable as 

was Daniel’s deliverance but often only those who 

have undergone such danger know the real depth of 

God’s power. 

Think back over your life. How often have you 

been forced into a frightening situation, only to find 

that when you have put yourself in God’s hands, you 

are delivered from all that you feared? 

If you have not experienced such a time, perhaps 

you have not dared enough for Him. 

You will never know the power of real faith 

until you have felt it in your own life.  It is real 

even today. 

Prayer: O Lord, I think of my  life in  terms of my 

own strength and forget that when I en- counter 

trials far beyond my strength, You are still able to 

hold me, just as You held those who loved You 

centuries ago. I thank Thee, Lord, for Thy love!    

AMEN 
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“ANTIDOTE FOR THE PIOUS  

OR THE DISCOURAGED” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Hebrews 12:1-14; John 14:10 

 

A young artist who had been a devoted student 

of a famous painter, went away for a year to paint on 

his own. Shortly after his return, one of his friends 

came into his studio, and was appalled to see all his 

canvasses cut to ribbons. The attic was a shambles, 

and on the table was a hastily scrawled note: “Today 

I saw the work of the Master and what I have done is 

nothing!” 

How often have you been brought up short like 

this after you have come back to God? Isn’t it 

strange how long we can go on our own feeling so 

satisfied with what we have accomplished, especially 

as we compare our work with that of others around 

us? 

Then suddenly, we come face to face with our 

Lord — with His perfection of love, His un- 

complaining obedience and His powerful ministry to 

people’s needs, and we want to rip to pieces everything 

we have done! We know discouragement and shame 

that is shattering. 

But Christ did not come to make us feel 

discouraged and ashamed. He Himself said, “I can do 

nothing except the Father in me do it.” That’s the 

secret! Letting God-in-us be our strength, our 

guidance, our wisdom. It is a continual stepping aside 

so that He can work in us. Then pride never enters the 

picture. 

 

Prayer: Lord, help me to learn the secret of a wholly 

committed life, the effortless yielding of my will to 

Thee.    AMEN 

 

 

 

 

“DELIGHT THYSELF IN HIM” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Psalm 37:1-11: John 10:10 

 

There was a time in our history when Christianity 

was a grim, dab, judgmental kind of life. Men were 

almost afraid to take delight in living. Consequently, 

we are still living down the negative aspects of our 

faith. 

Christianity is joy. Christ said, “I come to bring 

life and to bring it more abundantly!” An abundant 

life is marked by joy and an overflowing degree of 

appreciation, delight and awareness. The joy Jesus 

personified was so overwhelming that His enemies 

tried to explain it away by calling Him a drunkard. 

And in Acts, when the Holy Spirit entered the 

disciples, people were so astonished they, too, said, 

“They must be drunk!”1
 

We seldom see this kind of total, abandoned 

delight in the Christian today. Once more we are 

becoming too “dour,” too concerned, too weighted 

down with the burden of state, moral and personal 

problems. Where is our faith in God’s ability to see 

us all through these times? Where is our anticipation 

of the wonderful things He is doing and will 

continue to do? 

We lose a precious thing when we lose the 

ability to “delight” ourselves in Him. We lose a 

certain joy when we obey Him reluctantly or too 

self-righteously. Both our obedience and our 

giving, as well as our attitude in living should be 

marked most by our sheer delight in our Lord. 

 
 

Prayer: Lord, people are never drawn to glum, 

pessimistic people, and we know that Thou dost 

desire us to be joyful witnesses for Thee. Grant us 

the ability to follow Thee with delight, we pray.    

AMEN  

 
1Acts 2:12, 13 

 

 

“THE FACE OF A FRIEND IS A MIRROR” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Matthew 26:69-72; II Kings 14:8 

 

How often have you said or done something 

without thinking, only to see suddenly a look of hurt 

or bewilderment on the face of your friends? 

A very great German soprano, who was noted for 

her marvelous rapport with her audiences, was asked 

how she knew just what to do to gain this response 

from them time after time. 

She said, “I always sing with my eyes open, 

looking into the faces before me. These are the 

mirrors of my song.” 

Without this sensitivity to the reactions of others, 

we may often misjudge our influence on them 

entirely. 

Jesus was probably the most sensitive human 

being who ever lived, for He sensed men’s need 

and offered them that which they sought. Not only 

did He see the outward, but He sensed the inner 

need as well. 

We can become more aware of men’s inner 

response by growing more deeply aware of their 

outward reaction. 

This week, take time to look into the faces of 

your friends. What do you see there? It is the mirror 

of your own spirit reflected back to you. 

 

Prayer: God, we are Your hands, and Your feet, 

Your lips, the expression of Your love. Please help 

me to be the best I can be, for You and for those I 

meet, that they may see Thee through my love.    

AMEN 

 

 



The thought begins in the Bible verse;       

please take the time to read it first. 
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For information regarding these devotions, contact: 

Daily Family Devotions 

Tel: (818) 457-1798 • info@dailyfamilydevotions.org 

“GOD WHY?” 
 

SCRIPTURE: 

John 3:16, 17; 12:24-26 
 

Some people know — in their minds — the answer 

to these perplexing questions, but their hearts or their 

will cannot surrender. 

“I know the innocent must suffer for the guilty, 

but WHY MY son? Why must I bear the hurt? It 

makes me resent others who do not have to sacrifice 

and fills me with anger to- ward a world that has 

caused such evil.” Of course it does. Love is part of 

our very being and when it is wrenched away from 

us, every- thing within us actually screams OUT in 

protest. 

God knows this.  Read Matthew 27:45-54. . . the 

account of God‟s heartbreak as His Son was given for 

us. This is no unfeeling, in- sensitive God. This is the 

anguish and anger of a Father for His Son — and it 

was powerful enough to make all those who were 

present shake with fear. 

Yes, He knows your anguish — and He has lived 

through your grief, your feeling of anger that such a 

sacrifice should be necessary. He waited for thousands 

of years.  He tried every- thing else — and finally came 

to the awesome, searing truth that only life can 

sometimes give life to the vulnerable. 

Our boys do not deserve to die. We know this 

and yet at least they have had the opportunity to 

know the benefits of a loving Father, to know what 

kind of God we have striving for us. 

Prayer: As parents who have shown them God, we 

know that should they lay down their lives, they will 

be received into Thy hands to be with Thy Son. 

Grant us comfort, strength and the ability to see 

beyond today’s tears.    AMEN 

“A DIFFERENT KIND OF SACRIFICE” 
 

SCRIPTURE: 

Matthew 25:40; John 15:12-21 
 

“Greater love hath no man than a man lay down 

his life for a friend.” 

Yet this does not always mean the single 

moment of dying . . . sometimes a man or woman 

lays down his life in love over a period of many 

years . . . the sacrifice is not a single, dramatic 

gesture — but a daily laying down of strength and 

life, the day-to-day surrender of one‟s own desires 

and wants to the needs and demands of a beloved. 

Too often we think of the “spotlight” sacrifices as 

being the greatest — yet think how many lives have 

been saved, how many homes have been bound up, 

how many hearts healed and souls revived by the quiet, 

day-to-day ministry of one selfless person. 

Any act which lays aside our will for the good of 

another is sacrifice and each time we give up our own 

way a small piece of ego dies; we liter- ally die to that 

portion of ourselves. 

But it is that portion which becomes sacred and 

dearest to God . . . 

You may never be asked to give your life in 

battle; perhaps your gift to God will be as a mother 

and wife, the constant, steady drain upon your utmost 

reserves . . . or as a teacher, as a nurse you will have 

to be the buffer for those weaker than yourself . . . as 

a father your life may be shortened because of your 

faithfulness to provide and protect your family. But 

as you have done it to these, you have done it to God.  

Prayer: Lord, only You know how difficult the quiet 

sacrifices are. May Your love for me, the sacrifice 

You once made, give me courage to go on, I pray. 

AMEN 

 

 

MONDAY, JUNE 21, 2021 

 
“WHY MUST THE INNOCENT PAY 

THE PRICE?” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Romans 15:1-3; I John 4:9-11 
 

A question many people ask is “Why should the 

innocent pay the price for evil, or why should the 

„good‟ have to suffer with the „bad‟?” 

Perhaps we would have a right to ask this as 

Christians — if it were not for one blazing fact which 

looms above all others: that God gave His own Son, 

the only truly good and perfect human being who ever 

lived, for us without question, without weighing our 

worth against Christ‟s, merely knowing that it was the 

only way mankind could ever be saved. 

And today, as we send our beautiful young men, 

the cream of the race, to stand in the breach between 

evil and the innocent who are to come, we cannot 

help but understand in a new way what God was 

saying when He made the first personal sacrifice of 

His innocent Son for us who are not worthy to be 

compared with Him. 

Only as we comprehend the entire picture of 

humanity — the struggle of God and Satan for the 

souls of men — can we realize that this necessity of 

the strong bearing the infirmities of the weak, the 

good suffering with the bad, is in reality the service 

we as God‟s people give Him out of love for what He 

has first given to us. 

Prayer: Lord, it is so easy to keep my eyes only upon 

my own loss and to forget that Thou hast already given 

all for me. Make me less selfish and more willing to 

serve, I pray.    AMEN 
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“I WILL NOT BE A POLLYANNA!” 
 

SCRIPTURE: 

Philippians 2:14-18; Hebrews 12:1-4 
 

It is one thing to agree with the concept of 

“sacrifice” for God; it is another to be joyful in that 

belief. We can make our lips say the words — and our 

heads nod in assent, but we cannot bridle or tame the 

raging emotions which inwardly deny the very words 

we are saying! 

What do we do? Do we go on being hypocrites, 

Pollyannas? God forbid — and He does forbid 

hypocrisy. Therefore He has made it possible for us to 

believe in spite of ourselves. 

First of all, we must answer the question, “Why 

am I living? To what end am I giving my- self?” (Phil. 

1:21) 

Secondly, “Do I really expect this earthly life to 

yield the peace and fulfillment of a heaven-on- earth? 

Am I being realistic in demanding such perfection in 

this life?” 

Thirdly, “How much of my physical and 

national freedom has been bought by the lives of 

others before me? How much of my spiritual 

freedom has been purchased by God at greater 

sacrifice than I could ever make in return?” 

Only as we come to an honest answer to these 

questions will the anger and pride, resentfulness and 

self-interest give way to inner humility . . . gratitude, 

the sober realization of the fact that, we are alive 

because others have  had to die for  us . . . 

 

Prayer: Lord, may I never forget all men live in 

debt to the sacrifice of others before them. Make 

me truly a grateful and humble person, I pray . . . 

help me to see my life as an instrument for good in  

Thy hand.    AMEN 

 

 

 

“FOR STRENGTH TO GO ON” 
 

SCRIPTURE: 

Isaiah 55:6-13 
 

Even the greatest men in the Bible had moments 

of deep depression and of discouragement David‟s 

psalms are often the pouring out of anguish — cries 

for God‟s comfort and strength. He lived so much of 

his life in exile, hunted by Saul‟s men, threatened, in 

constant danger that his courage and his strength 

often faltered. 

 
Yet always he called upon his God, never 

turned from Him, and this we,  too, must learn to do 

for we are human, and our times of despair will 

come. At these times, only God is near enough to 

fully understand our depths. Job, in his impossible 

dilemma, found little comfort in his closest friends 

and so continued to turn to- ward God with his 

questions and anguish, his weeping and pain. (Job. 

5:8, 9; 42:1-6, 10-17) 

 
But always, when we have come through a 

period of “walking in the wilderness” or through the 

valley of death, we come out knowing God better 

than before, being more assured of His nearness, 

His love. His staying power that defies description. 

People say, “What good is His love if He cannot 

spare you grief?” Yet when His love is so great that 

we feel it and are comforted by it in the midst of our 

grief . . . then we know for a certainty that our God 

lives to be with us. 

 

Prayer: God, forgive me when I turn away from 

Thee. Help me never to judge Thy love for me by my 

trials, but rather by Thy presence with me through 

those trials, I pray. I thank Thee for Thine ever-

present faithfulness to me.    AMEN 

 

 

 

 

“PROSPERITY - GOD’S CONCEPT 

. . . OR MAN’S?” 
 

SCRIPTURE: 

Luke 12:15-21; John 17:1-3 
 

Today we reckon success by a man‟s material 

wealth or fame . . . in terms of the physical or intellect. 

Is this a true measure of our success in God‟s sight? 

Animals instinctively provide the young with 

food and a nest or den. It is  “taken for granted” in 

nature; only man demands praise for an obligation 

fulfilled, only man makes a fetish of enhancing the 

necessary beyond all proportion. Does this kind of 

activity please God the most? 

God has given man a unique spirit, a soul 

which sets him apart from the animal. Perhaps God 

judges us by what we make of this portion of our 

inheritance. What then? How would each of us stand 

in His eyes . . . paupers, or kings? 

God has given us the ability to worship. Why? 

Is religion meant to be a pat on the head,   a meal in 

the tummy? Is it meant to be a pass into material 

security, physical health? 

Man has been given a brain, an imagination 

with which to create, he has a body with which to 

acquire such things. Only through faith in God, 

through a soul can he hope to become a fully or 

completely prosperous man, for the man without 

God is little more than an educated animal, and less 

than the man God intended him to be. If you were 

to stand before God, stripped of your wealth and 

personal credits, what have you to take to Him? 

 

Prayer: Lord, may I never forget to prepare myself for 

the time when I come in unto Thee.    AMEN 




