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Creation: Taking Care  
of God's World
Scripture
Genesis 2:4-25

Focus
God created people special and gave them the world to care for.

Faith Nurture Goals
• Thank and praise God for the remarkable way God created people.
• Describe the work God gave people to do.
• Commit to caring for God’s world.

Memory Challenge
Genesis 9:12-13

Reflection: Getting into the Story
The first question many people ask about Genesis 2 is how it fits with Genesis 1. It seems like 
a new creation story centered on humans. Many scholars across the theological spectrum 
believe that Genesis 2 is a different story, not a continuation of chapter 1, and that together 
both stories offer a complete understanding of the meaning of creation. This story contin-
ues on into chapter 3.

The chapter can be divided into four scenes. The first is of God forming the first human 
(adamah is the Hebrew word for human being) out of the ground. Like a potter making clay, 
the creator lovingly sculpts a human being out of the dirt, and then breathes into him the 

breath of life. (The Hebrew word for breath, ruach, is the same word for spirit.) This 
picture tells us two things. First, we are dust; that is, we are made of the same stuff 

as every other created thing. Second, God gave us spiritual life, to know and love 
him, very much like being made in God’s image in chapter 1.

The second scene reveals a beautiful garden, with its abundant rivers, wild-
life, and verdant plant life, into which God places the human creature he 
has created. In the middle of the garden are two special trees: the tree of life 
and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. There is a boundary in the 
garden—good, thriving human life has divinely-set boundaries. We will see 
what happens as a result in the next session. 

In the third scene, God gives Adam an unusual task. God brings all the wild 
animals and birds to Adam to name them. This means that Adam was to 

notice the special characteristics of each animal and bird and name them ac-
cordingly. By naming them, defining them, Adam exercises the “dominion” we 

discussed in chapter 1. He is “over” the animal kingdom and has responsibility for 
their care and thriving.

In the final scene we are surprised to find that something is missing in this paradise. Adam 
is lonely. What? God is not enough? The animals and creatures do not fully occupy him? The 
Genesis 1 creation story tells us that God created humankind as male and female. Humans 
were created to reproduce, but they were also created to be social creatures. 

We assume that every other creature had sexual characteristics and the ability to reproduce. 
But Adam is lonely. This says some important things. One is that sex and the differentiation 
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of genders are more than means of reproduction. We are not male and female merely so we 
can reproduce. We are meant for each other as companions.

God creates the women out of Adam’s rib, Adam’s own DNA, so to speak. She is called a 
“suitable helper.” That doesn’t mean woman is some kind of servant, but a partner, a friend, 
someone with whom to share his life. (God is also called a “helper” in the Bible.)

When God brings Eve to Adam, he cries out, “This is now bone of my bone and flesh of my 
flesh. . . .” The writer of Genesis adds a commentary: “For this reason, a man will leave his 
father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.” Again, human 
companionship and human sexuality are one.

Wondering
• What do you think about seeing Genesis 2 as a second creation story? 
• How does the naming of the animals show Adam’s place in creation? 
• What does the idea of humans as gardeners say about our responsibili-

ties to the creation today?

Teaching
• We are made of the same stuff as the rest of the creatures, except that 

we have a special relationship with God.
• We are gardeners who care for God’s garden. 
• We were made to love and care for each other.

Session at a Glance

Steps Time Activities Session-Specific Materials Multiple Intelligences
Gathering for 
God’s Story

12 Think, Then Go!

Praise and 
prayer

 ¨ Picture cards (printable page 66)
 ¨ Wall putty or tape
 ¨ Songs, “This Is My Father’s World,” “The Sign”
 ¨ Story symbol, session 3 (printable page 59)

Entering the 
Story

8-10 Story  ¨ Simple prop such as a cap or vest for Adam, 
optional

 

Living into 
the Story

10 Think tank

Living Out of 
the Story

15 Commitment  ¨ Commitment Cards (printable page 67), one 
card per child, printed on cardstock or colored 
paper if possible

 ¨ Memory Challenge card (printable page 55 or 
56), print one copy

 ¨ Wall putty or tape
 ¨ Show and Share papers, session 3

 

Step 1  Gathering for God’s Story
Before the session begins, print and cut apart the picture cards. Clear out a space in your 
room in which kids can move and attach each of the four pictures to the wall(s)—several 
feet apart from each other. 

Welcome kids with a warm smile and greeting. Invite them to join you in an activity called 
“Think, Then Go.” Ask them to tell you what an activity with that title might be like. (Pause 
for responses.) 

Tell them that the thinking will be the hardest part because the activity is harder than it may 
seem. Point out the four pictures so the kids have the categories clearly in mind. Tell them 
that you will ask questions and they will go and stand by any of the pictures that would be 
a correct answer. Tell them that for some, several pictures might be a correct answer. Start 

General Materials
Each session of Dwell  includes 

specific materials you’ll need for 
teaching it, such as printable pages 
or props to use for telling the story. 

In addition, you’ll want to keep a 
stash of the usual teaching supplies: 

Bibles, scissors, markers, pencils, 
whiteboard or newsprint, and the 
like, including a CD player or MP3 

player and Dwellsongs.
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off with this example just to try out the activity. Which creatures breathe? (Pause.) Think, 
then go!

As the kids do the activity, talk about any disagreement over their responses. Ask them to 
explain their choices. Circle the word for each of the following activities for which all the 
kids agree only people can do. Feel free to add more activities to the suggestions below.

Which creatures can

• talk?
• fly?
• count?
• pray?
• love God?
• sing?
• obey?
• walk?
• have babies?
• run?
• care for other creatures?
• worship God?

Then have kids recall the things that they agreed only people can do. Use your list to add 
any they forgot to mention. Tell the group that God made people very, very special. That 
was true of Adam and Eve, and it is true of every person who has ever lived and ever will live. 
People are God’s special creation! There are many things that only people can do. 

Begin a time of praise and prayer. 

Sing the creation song “This Is My Father’s World” and the Scripture song “The Sign.”

Invite the children to participate with you in a responsive prayer. After each line, they will 
say: Thank you, God, for making us special.

Leader: Thank you, God, for your wonderful world.
Listeners: Thank you, God, for making us special.
Leader: Thank you, God, for making us like you.
Listeners: Thank you, God, for making us special.
Leader: Thank you, God, that we can talk to you.
Listeners: Thank you, God, for making us special.
Leader: Thank you, God, that we can love you.
Listeners: Thank you, God, for making us special.
Leader: Thank you, God, that you love each one of us.
Listeners: Thank you, God, for making us special.
Leader: Thank you, God, for [name each person].
Listeners: Thank you, God, for making us special.
Leader: Amen.

Show today’s story symbol and invite kids to describe it. Many may recognize it as the inter-
national symbol for recycling. Ask them if they think a recycling symbol is a strange symbol 
for a story about God’s creation. Ask them to speculate what the story could be about before 
preparing for the story.
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Step 2  Entering the Story
Open the Bible and show the group where chapter 2 begins. Read verse 4 aloud. Tell kids that 
today’s part of God’s great story goes back to creation. In this chapter, we read even more 
details about how God created parts of God’s world. Lay the Bible on your lap.

Explain that they will hear Adam tell the story. Even though you may not look like Adam, ask 
them to imagine the story coming from Adam’s lips. You may want to get into character by 
putting on a simple prop such as a cap or vest before telling the story as Adam.

Invite kids to greet the story with you using your story call:

Storyteller: Listen with your ears and heart—
Listeners: and learn more of God’s great story. 

The story follows: 

Hi kids! My name is Adam. You’ve probably heard of me before because I 
am the very first person God created. Today I want to tell you what it was 
like to be the first and only human being in the entire world.

The Lord God—the One who made me from the dust of the earth—put 
me in the most fantastic place in the world. It was called the Garden of 
Eden and it was truly a perfect place to live. When God created everything 
else in the world, God spoke the words and it came to be. But when God 
made me, God scooped up the dust of the ground, formed my body, and 
breathed the breath of life into me. Isn’t that amazing?

Now I invite you to relax and imagine the Garden of Eden—this perfect place. You may close 
your eyes, take a deep breath, and picture it in your mind. Everyone ready?

There were more plants and bushes and trees than I could count. They were filled with 
fresh, juicy fruits—apples, oranges, figs, dates, and berries of every kind and every color. Not 
a worm in anything! I could drink clear, clean water—icy cold—from the little brook nearby 
and from the lake a ways away. Ahh! So refreshing!

Picture this—huge fields of brightly colored flowers. What a wonderful smell! Add to your 
picture the night sky. The stars were so bright it felt like I could reach up and touch them. 
The moon gave a glorious silver glow to everything.

And this too—picture the animals coming up to me, nuzzling against me or perching on my 
shoulder or dozing in the shade around me. Best of all—it was in this garden that God talked 
to me and I talked to God. The Garden of Eden was perfect. It was truly a paradise! 

Open your eyes and tell me about your pictures. (Pause for responses.)
Of everything you saw, what sounded best to you? (Pause for responses.)

One day God came to me and told me that I could eat from every tree in the whole garden—
except one. God also told me that if I did eat from that one tree, I would certainly die. 

It made me wonder—why would God let me eat from every tree—every single one— 
except for that one tree? What could be the reason? (Pause for responses.)

You might be thinking that all I had to do all day was lie around and eat great food. Actually 
I had a lot to do. God came to me one day and told me that it was my job to take care of the 
garden—God’s perfect world. That kept me busy, and I enjoyed it. I loved working for God 
in this beautiful place.

Tip
Great storytelling doesn’t happen 

by accident but by practice. The 
best way you can prepare to tell a 
story is by reading it aloud several 

times before you tell it in your small 
group. Try reading it aloud once 
a day the week before you tell it. 
You’ll be amazed at the results!
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Oh, I can’t forget to tell you this! One morning I woke up to some of the strangest noises 
imaginable. I heard grunts and snorts and squeals and oinks, quacks and roars and growls! I 
couldn’t imagine what brought all the animals right to the place I slept.

God came to me and told me to name all the creatures. Well, that was a big 
job! I had to consider each animal carefully and think about the incredible 
things God had designed each of them to do. I’m still not sure how I did it, 
but I came up with some pretty interesting names—elephant, lion, sheep, 
gerbil, llama, emu, koala—and that was just the beginning of this huge job.

If you had to do that job—name all of the creatures—how long do you 
think that would have taken you? (Pause for responses.)

Living in God’s great garden was wonderful. I enjoyed it. But after naming 
all the creatures, I realized that there was not another one like me. I was 
the only person. God knew that too. God knew I was alone. 

One night I went to sleep—a very, very deep sleep. And when I woke up, standing in front 
of me was another person—a woman. She was like me but different. Right from the start 
I loved her. You see, while I slept, God had taken one of my ribs and from it, God made a 
brand-new person. Together we lived in the Garden of Eden—God’s paradise!

I wonder why God did it again—instead of speaking to create Eve, God formed Eve 
from one of my ribs and then breathed his own breath of life into her, too. Do you think 
it might have been a way of showing that God made people to be very, very special and 
different from the rest of creation? (Pause for responses.) 

 It was God’s plan that we would live in the Garden of Eden forever, but that didn’t happen. 
For now, just remember what God’s perfect world was like. Next week you’ll hear why we 
don’t all live in this wonderful perfect world God made. 

End of story

Close the Bible and set it aside. (You’ll need it again during Step 3.) Engage the kids in a dis-
cussion of the story. Ask questions such as these or some of your own:

• Do you think there were weeds in the Garden of Eden? Why or why not?
• What kind of work do you think Adam did in the Garden of Eden?
• If you could have named the giraffe, what name would you have given it?
• How about the hummingbird? The elephant? The snake? The fox?

Before closing this activity with prayer, ask the kids to recall all the ways people are different 
from animals. Invite them to close their eyes and silently thank God for making them special.

Step 3  Living into the Story
Invite the group to participate in a Think Tank. Explain that people who are invited to par-
ticipate in a Think Tank are considered to be the brightest and best thinkers. Each group of 
people is given a question to discuss. Their job is to come up with possible answers to the 
questions—good answers.

Hand out paper and pencils. Ask each person to quietly think of one question they would 
like to ask Adam and Eve and then write it down. (Let them know that we’ll try to answer 
them later.) After a couple of minutes, collect the papers.

Divide the group into small groups of three or four kids. Have them spread out around the 
room. Then convene the Think Tank by saying: Welcome! You are the brightest and best 
thinkers. Thank you for coming to participate in this Think Tank. Your job is to think 

ReHformed
The naming of the animals has great 
significance for our understanding 

of human life. We are here not 
just to enjoy and exploit the world 

around us, but to understand it 
and care for it. In Hebrew culture, 
naming meant understanding the 

true nature of the one being named.
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about important questions and provide possible answers. I will give each of you a few 
questions. Discuss each one and come up with your best answer to each question. Af-
ter a few minutes, I will ask a person from your group to give your best answer. Ready?

1. Why do you think God let Adam name all the animals? Be prepared to answer the 
question and tell why you answered the way you did.

After a minute or two, ask each group to report with their answers and 
reason for their answers.

2. When God created the world, he put that one tree from which 
Adam and Eve could not eat right in the middle of the garden. He 
named it the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. What do you 
think it meant that God put that tree in the very center of the garden?

After discussing these two questions and their possible answers, gather 
the group together again. Then read the individual questions kids wrote. 
Pause after each for a few responses.

Tell the group that God made people very special. Ask them to praise God with you, using 
Psalm 8:6-9. Read it a phrase at a time, having the kids repeat each phrase after you. Note: In 
some translations of Psalm 8:6 the word him is used to represent mankind. If that is the case 
in the Bible you are using, it would be appropriate to use the word people so the kids have a 
reference for the word. 

Step 4  Living Out of the Story
Before the session begins, print and cut apart the sections of the Memory 
Challenge in the version you’ve chosen on the lines that separate each 
phrase. Mix them up so they are out of sequence. 

Invite kids to tell in their own words what job God gave people to do for 
his world. Ask what they think it means for them to help care for God’s 
world: at home, in the neighborhood, at school, at the grocery store, and so on. (As you 
discuss the different things each of you could personally do, you may wish to make a list on 
newsprint.) Be prepared to get kids started by suggesting some ideas: turning off the tap 
while brushing teeth to conserve water, drinking out of a refillable water bottle, picking up 
litter, walking to school instead of getting a ride, and so on.

Explain that since God asks each of us to be in charge of the wonderful world God made, 
every day we should think about doing our job. Ask them if they are willing to make a com-
mitment to do that.

Than hand out commitment cards you’ve copied and cut apart ahead of time. Have kids 
write their names on the card. Ask them to place it by their beds so they will see it in the 
morning to remind them. In the evenings, invite them to place an X on the line if they have 
done at least one thing that day. Challenge them to make sure they have Xs on the whole 
card for the whole week!

Invite the kids to join you in prayer. Have each person place their hand on their cards and 
repeat each line of this prayer after you.

Dear God, thank you for your wonderful world.
Thank you for making us special.
Thank you too for giving us an important job.
Help me to do at least one thing each day.
I commit to doing the job you have for me. Amen.

Tip
The questions the kids are being 
asked to discuss are wondering 

questions—the kind that have no 
specific answers but do invite the 

kids to think more deeply about 
the story. Wonder along with your 
kids as you discuss the possibilities 

together.

Faith Modeling
As you discuss our responsibility to 

care for God’s world, tell the kids 
about a few specific things you do 

to help care for creation.
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Prepare to take a Memory Walk. Hand out the separate sections of the Memory Challenge 
card. Have kids work together to put it in order at the table. Then have kids attach them in 
order, a few feet apart, around the walls of the room. When the sections are taped to the 
walls in the correct order, invite kids to take a Memory Walk. Divide kids into pairs. The first 
pair starts walking, reading the text as they go. After they are a few cards down, have the 
second pair start, and so on until each pair has taken the Memory Walk.

Before kids leave, distribute the Show and Share papers. Ask if they recall why their papers 
have that name. (They are for showing to someone at home and sharing the story.)

Look together at the first page. Read the instructions so the kids will know 
what to do on the way home. Show them the story in poster form in the 
center spread. Encourage them to hang it on the refrigerator for the fam-
ily to use. Point out the praise litany on the back page; challenge them to 
do the story and praise litany with their families.

Easy Extras
1. Arrival Activity: Praise Picture  
Time: 5 minutes
Materials: Show and Share papers for session 3, markers 

Tell kids that this week’s part of God’s great story is about how special God’s world and 
God’s creatures are—especially people. Read the praise litany to your group and then have 
them draw a collage of small pictures of some of the items that are set in bold print.

2. Picture Story
This activity can be used in place of Step 2: Entering the Story.
Time: 5-8 minutes
Materials: Show and Share paper for session 3, Bible bookmarked to Genesis 2

Introduce the story by showing kids the story poster with pictures for some of the words. 
Have them help figure out what words each picture stands for. Then read the story, inviting 
kids to say the words in unison each time you pause for a picture.

Open the Bible and read the specific verses for these parts of the story:

• v. 15: God tells Adam to take care of God’s garden
• vv: 18, 21-22: God creates Eve

Close with a discussion and prayer, using the material at the end of Step 2.

3. God’s Crew
This activity could be used in place of Step 4: Living Out of the Story.
Time: 10-15 minutes
Materials: large paper or plastic bags; Bible; hand sanitizer and work gloves, optional

Before the session begins, get permission to have kids clean up around the church grounds 
or the sanctuary.

Read Genesis 2:15. Recall that God gave people the job of caring for God’s world. That means 
we are all part of God’s crew and are responsible for keeping the world healthy and clean and 
cared for. Tell kids that today they will work together to clean up the place you have selected.

As you hand out bags, commission each person using a line such as this: [Name], I commis-
sion you to be one of God’s crew members this morning. Welcome!

Give kids appropriate instructions:

Tip
Heads up! Save a copy of this week’s 

Show and Share paper to use in 
next week’s session.
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• Stay and work together in the same area.
• Stay away from the road.
• Don’t touch things that are sharp or dangerous. 
• Return to the room when I give the signal.

When you return to the room, have kids wash their hands or use hand sanitizer.
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