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Larry Ballenger, D. Min.
Interim Pastor
revbal@arcadia.church

Jim Conner, M. Div.
Pastor
(served until October 2018)

Samuel Knottnerus, B.A.
Family Ministry Director
sam@arcadia.church

Billie Turner
Arcadia Community Preschool Director
billie@arcadia.church

Andrew Ritiau, M.A.
Youth Director
andrew@arcadia.church

Alison De Surra
Children’s Ministry Director/
VBS Coordinator
alison@arcadia.church

Alma Diaz
Administrative Assistant
(served to May 2019)
officeassist@arcadia.church

Shawn Halim
Worship Leader/Graphic Designer
shawn@arcadia.church

Amir Abdelmalek
Videographer
amir@arcadia.church

Shady Abdou
Audio Engineer
shady.s.abdou@gmail.com

Sonja Woosley
Operations Manager
swoosley@arcadia.church

Erin Cruz
Office Manager
erin@arcadia.church

Dede Schneider
Accountant
dede@arcadia.church

Mark Read
Custodian 
(served to November 2018)

Andrew Tirtrasamudra
Custodian 

Tony Rutherford
Custodian 

Church Staff
4 :  DIRECTORIES ARCADIA COMMUNITY CHURCH ANNUAL REPORT 2019



Larry Ballenger
Moderator

Bob Curtis
Trustee & Stewardship Chair

Bob Curtis
President/Stewardship Chair

Jeremy Chang
Clerk of Session

Suma Seelam
Deacons Moderator

Amy Chuman
Missions & CNC

Sam Knottnerus
Commissioning Ruling Elder/
Staff/Community Outreach
Pastor

Amy Chuman
Missions & CNC

Bob Robe
Elder

Tony Rutherford
Elder

Bob Garner
Elder

Cindy Crippen
Elder/Trustee

Cindy Crippen
Secretary, Personnel Chair

Jeremy Chang
Elder/Trustee

Jeremy Chang
Vice President

Paul Ashworth
Elder/Trustee

Paul Ashworth
Trustee

Loren Miller
Elder/Trustee

Loren Miller
Treasurer

Directory of Session

Board of Trustees

Class of 2018

Class of 2019

Class of 2020 Class of 2021
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Highlights

Active
Membership

(as of June 30, 2019)

222

People Involved 
in Groups on 

Campus

300+

“Praise Him—He is your God, and you have 
seen with your own eyes the great and 

astounding things that he has done for you.”
Deuteronomy 10:21

Tithes & 
Offerings

$415,500
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WHERE THE 
MONEY COMES 

FROM

WHERE THE 
MONEY GOES

RENTALS - 38%

GRANTS & 
INVESTMENTS - 11%CONTRIBUTIONS - 51%

PERSONNEL - 56%FACILITIES - 20%

MISSIONS* - 10%

MINISTRIES*  - 10%

ADMINISTRATION  - 4%



When I sang in a folk group in the Sixties, we had a schtick when we introduced 
one of the members of the group: “And this is Joe. He is going to school to be 
a wit, but he is only half through…” Well, I’ve been Arcadia’s pastor for just six 
months, so I guess you could call this my half-annual report. Here it is anyway, 
hopefully not half-witted. 

Arcadia Community Church is such a rich mixture of people and history, all bound 
together by a common vision, which I love:

“Raising the next generation to become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.” 

It is Judy’s and my privilege to jump on board with you for a few months while we 
explore the ways that God is directing us to do that. Hopefully, some of what I do 
and we do together is going to make this a very productive time. 

You have an incredible resource in the staff whom God has called to be with you 
here, people who work hard, play hard, and have their antennae up for the needs 
and concerns of the congregation. And our staff is only the tip of an iceberg that 
includes dozens of volunteers who give of themselves daily and weekly, visiting in 
the hospital, welcoming worshipers, counting offerings, serving on committees, 
Deacons, Trustees, and Session, leading Bible studies and small groups, guiding 
youth and children in Sunday school and VBS, and managing the diverse mission 
and ministry outreaches and services which spread the reach of Arcadia Church 
literally around the world. 

Pastor’s
Reflection
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As we have been studying the book of Acts these last few months, I have 
been struck with how different Southern California is from those early Biblical 
communities, and yet how similar. When Paul and Silas and Luke stood on the 
shores of the Aegean sea in Troas they got a vision of a man across the isthmus 
calling out, “Please come over to Macedonia and help us.” And that was where 
Philippi, and Corinth, and Athens were located. (Pretty important places in the 
history of Christianity!) So they went, because they were convinced that was God’s 
call. That’s not too much different from us here in Arcadia. We have nurtured our 
International Theological Seminary brothers in our classes and our worship, and 
then sent Andrew Junior, Philip Fonjoh, Alfred Nyanda, Kenneth Phiri, and Victor 
Chafa back to Malawi, Cameroon, and Nigeria to enrich and build up the church 
there. 

You have walked with your sisters and brothers through diagnosis and treatment 
for cancer and other calamities, praying and anointing them and supporting them 
as they face their challenges That, it seems to me, is truly what the church is all 
about.  That is putting faith in action in our lives, daily and weekly, right here in 
this great metropolitan sprawl. 

Do we have room for growth? Sure, of course we do. You have served faithfully 
together during this past season, and certainly not everything that the church has 
done has been without glitches. We are humans, after all, and we are subject to 
questionable decisions, mis-calculation, and mis-interpretation.  But hopefully, the 
value of this “transitional” season together will be to step back, remind ourselves 
of where we have been, what our present resources are, what our community 
looks like now, and what God is leading us to do as we step into the next season 
of life. 

I am grateful for the opportunity to be your Transitional Pastor. Thanks for calling 
me. Together we will consider all these things about Arcadia church: 

Our Heritage--- Recognizing and naming our history, and finding meaning in it. 
Our Mission--- Who are we (now)? Who are our neighbors (now)? What is God 
calling this congregation to do (now)? 
Our Connections--- Which community-based assets are important to the life of 
this congregation and this community? How might partnerships be created (new) 
or strengthened (existing)? 
Our Leadership--- Reviewing the membership needs and our ways of organizing 
and developing effective leadership…What shifts in staff and lay leadership are 
needed, if any? 
Our Future--- Naming a possible future for the congregation.  Is the current 
direction a good one? What areas of revitalization might be addressed?   
 
This is the work of our Arcadia Community Church during these next eighteen 
months or so. It’s your work. As Transitional Pastor, it is is my job to coach and 
encourage you on these focus tasks. And then we will be ready to welcome Rev. 
Wonderful, the next installed pastor for this faithful flock. 

God be with us all! 

Pastor Larry Ballenger
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CAMPUS
ministry



This year has been filled with the struggles and joys of transition 
and keeping our eyes on Jesus as He leads His church. In the 
Fall, Winter, and Spring, I spent a lot of energy coordinating our 
preaching series with our gifted staff and mission partners. On 
behalf of our church and elders, I would like to express our grat-
itude to the team that helped carry us through our period with-
out a Senior Pastor with solid preaching every Sunday. Andrew 
Ritiau, Shawn Halim, Finney Premkumar, Mary Jo Wilson, Shawn 
Robinson, Tim Yee, Wendy Tajima, Pastor Charles Castles, and 
finally Pastor Larry Ballenger, we are thankful for your prayer-
ful preparation of the Scriptures and care for our church. We 
preached through the Life of Joseph, Advent, First Corinthians 
and Ephesians with coordinated small groups that feasted on 
the Word of God in homes around the community. 
 
One exciting growth area this year was the start of our Family 
Small group in the spring which flowed into our Super Summer 
Supper Series picnics in Arcadia Park. We have averaged about 
25 parents and children at each gathering. The family small 
groups started with dinner and a time to build community over 
food around a table. After dinner, the children get to play in 
Fellowship Hall while the parents gather to dig into Scripture 
and pray for each other. This is actually the ministry that we have 
been building up and working toward. A few years ago when we 
started Family Faith Nights, we hoped to design an entry point 
or onramp for families from the preschool and community to join 
the life of the church. Rather than drop kids off and let them be 
cared for by others, we created an evening where families could 
play and serve together. As families found a place to connect 
with each other, we also needed a place where they could go 
deeper with God. Thus, Family Small Group. We are praying that 
this will be a growing ministry in the coming year. 

Pastor Sam Knottnerus
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Building Community
Family Faith Night
Our Family Faith Nights this year ranged in atten-
dance from 35 - 85 throughout the year. Shoebox 
packing is the most popular and is a wonderful 
venue to teach our children how to serve others 
in the name of Jesus, as we work side by side. We 
also encourage families to go home and watch 
YouTube videos of children in other countries as 
they receive these boxes. Then talk about what 
it might be like for them to experience this kind 
of gift, especially as we consider their context. In 
my family we like to talk about the most valuable 
gift they receive in that shoebox. We think it is 
the coloring book that teaches children the good 
news about Jesus. 

400+ 

People Reached 
at Trunk or Treat

35-85
People Attended 

at each Family 
Faith Night
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Trunk or Treat 
More than 70 hands-on volunteers worked 
together to serve the more than 400 people 
reached. One unchurched family was specifi-
cally introduced to our youth director Andrew 
Ritiau by Evie Knottnerus and the student be-
gan attending our youth group. This is a prime 
example of what we pray for as we work to-
gether to reach our community. 
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WeChat Community Group
This outreach oriented group gathers once a month to eat good Chinese 
food brought potluck style in an atmosphere where children can play and 
the adults can practice English and build community through conversa-
tion. Our community is genuinely curious about the things of God. Pray 
for the Chang family and Lisa Zhou as they are the new believers who are 
working together to bring leadership to the group under the guidance of 
Pastor Sam and his wife, Evie.
At one of our daughter’s birthday celebrations about four years ago, we 
spoke to a family that would soon begin attending our preschool. At the 
party they told us in broken English, “We are not yet Christians.” From that 
point forward, we began praying that the Lord would hear their “yet” and 
finish the work of salvation in their family. This prayer request was given to 
our church prayer team and you all began to pray! Over the course of time, 
we shared the gospel over tea, dumplings and playdates. Then in May of 
this year I received a WeChat message from China that they began asking 

serious questions about faith in Jesus. We ended up sending them the 
Jesus Film App over another messaging app that is not blocked 

in their country and he was able to view 
the film. Shortly thereafter, both this man 
and his wife prayed to receive Christ as 
their Savior and our “yet” prayer was 
answered! This is a picture of our friend 
getting baptized! 

“I love that our church 
teaches children about 

the true meaning of 
Good Friday and 

Easter.”
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Good Friday Experience
This self-paced, sign led worship experience has been called “Sta-
tions of the cross on sterioids.” About 70 volunteers pulled together 
to setup, host and take down an amazing preparation for Easter. 
One of the most memorable aspects of this year’s children’s experi-
ence was watching the children interact with the gospel story during 
the butterfly release. Ms. Billie talked about the resurrection and 
spiritual transformation and the kids in rapt wonder ate up every 
word. While Easter egg hunts are a lot of fun, I love that our church 
teaches children about the true meaning of Good Friday and Easter. 

“I love that our church 
teaches children about 

the true meaning of 
Good Friday and 

Easter.” 2012

68

181

271
344 367 368 375

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Good Friday
Experience
Attendance

ARCADIA COMMUNITY CHURCH ANNUAL REPORT 2019    CAMPUS MINISTRY : 15



2018 Vacation Bible School
Alison De Surra, Director 
Our theme was “Shipwrecked: Rescued by Jesus.” The entire event went 
exceedingly well. The youth of Arcadia Cross Culture were phenomenal. 
There were several stand-out youth who gave so much of their time and 
talent that they are worth mentioning in this report. Kyle Hwang, Erin 
Fong, Mindy LaPointe, Olivia Wong, Andrew Conner, Robert Hernandez, 
and Niyat Hargot. Kyle worked on VBS nearly as many hours as I did. 
Erin Fong designed and built our impressive stage, Mindy, Olivia, Andrew, 
Robert, and Niyat made themselves available and worked the week be-
fore, early in the day, and after VBS. Their help was encouraging, invalu-
able, and impressive. As the VBS Coordinator, this was the most impactful 
part of VBS for me. I was able to harvest and distribute the spiritual fruit 
of the labor of those youth, with whom Andrew and Amanda Ritiau have 
planted seeds, cultivated soil, nurtured, and pruned. It was a tremendous 
blessing to me to see those youth joyfully give, serve and lead.  

The preschool participated and joined in the sanctuary for Opening, 
went back to their assigned (combined) classrooms for snack and bath-
room breaks and then returned to the sanctuary for Bible Adventures 
and Missions, taught by Pastor Sam Knottnerus and aided by Yvonne 
Wong, a missionary on furlough.  

Tractors for Africa Mission Focus -  It was good to teach the children 
who attended VBS about giving, investing in, and informing about the 
Tractors for Africa campaign that their church is 
involved in. The kids raised over $450! They were 
incentivized that the crew who collected the most 
money would be allowed to crack open a giant pi-
rate piñata which was filled with donated candy. 

Closing Performance – This was so great! See-
ing all of the kids on stage singing praise to Our 
God brought tears to my eyes. This year Andrew 
and Amanda went around and video interviewed 
the kids about each station, day, Bible Point and so 
on, having Andrew edit this all together to play for 
the kids and parents made the closing ceremony a 
beautiful reminder of what God accomplished in all 
of our lives during the week.  
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MOPS - Masterpiece Moms
Evie Knottnerus
MOPS finished the year strong with a great celebration potluck and time of 
reflection. I found it incredibly encouraging that in my absence, other Moms 
stepped up and led. Our unique space, ministering to both church and commu-
nity women, continues to be a safe haven that empowers Moms to use their gifts 
to serve and give. 

We continue to rotate through which Moms are able to attend each meeting. 
However, this doesn’t stop the Moms from bonding closely and being intention-
al about caring for one another. What I love is that some of these Moms are still 
exploring faith, some are disinterested in faith, some are baby believers, and 
some are solid in their walk with the Lord. What a beautiful tapestry... 

Remember Sarah? Sarah is the tall blonde Mom to the right of the center in 
the picture below. She is a growing believer! As a refresher, Sarah is the woman 
who lived with Sam and I with her 2 children to escape a difficult life situation 
to begin a new life. She continues to come to church, began working for the 
church, and is now exploring what her life might look like as a missionary! She 
had started attending our mission team meetings and in June she went to Fuller 
and heard a lecture on Missiology! It has been such a privilege to shepherd her 
on her faith journey.
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Reflections from 2018-2019: 
• “I am so grateful for this group! First and foremost, the acceptance 

of where I am in this journey...the struggles I face are heard and 
respected. We give validation to one another’s fears, hurts and 
struggles that you don’t receive in your typical day to day encoun-
ters and it’s so comforting. I learn from the videos and always walk 
away with a nugget of truth to hold onto. The church makes it easy 
for Moms to come with an incredible kid’s program - the singing, 
crafts, lessons are top notch.” 

• “This group helped support me through a period when I was strug-
gling and I am grateful to be a part of this group...to learn lessons 
from everyone and share my own.” 

• “It’s so amazing, life-giving and centering to be a part of MOPS. 
Feeling heard, seen, and supported by other Mommies that under-
stand and care makes such a difference. Having a group to come 
to with questions about parenting and relationships where we all 
benefit from pooling our experience and can pray for one another. 
What a gift!” 

• “I love MOPS because of the closeness and unity we share over 
parenting, praying, and caring for one another. I am thankful 
because it’s a sacred place where we don’t judge and can offer 
support. I personally love the Mom’s Night’s Out and hope we can 
do more!” 

• “I love having a safe and welcoming place to come and be with 
women who understand.” 

• “I have appreciated the openness and honesty created here for 
people to share and the response of loving encouragement that 
is always so generously given. I also love the children’s program. 
My kids love coming every meeting and always leave happy and 
excited and feeling loved.” 

• “I love the Mom talks. The prayer. The support I get as a Mom. 
Evie’s leadership!! Our group wouldn’t be the same without Evie!! 
The chapel is so great for the kids.”  
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Youth & Young Adults
Friday Night Youth Group
Considered our main event for 6th-12th graders, God has allowed us to continue 
to use weekly youth group to minister to students in a way that has yielded some 
great fruit. Every Friday night we gather in Rm. 14 to allow students to enjoy a 
fun game, worship through music, listen to a sermon, and engage in small group 
discussion. We continue to welcome new students who were invited by existing 
attendees of the group and we have even welcomed some students by way of our 
connection with the Arcadia Conservatory of Music.
 
We have covered a series in 1 and 2 Samuel, as well as a study of select psalms 
of David. It has been remarkable to witness students handle some very deep and 
challenging parts of the Bible while being able to connect these topics to very real 
parts of their lives. The adult staff is regularly impressed by the level of maturity 
and intelligence with which the students are able to discuss the weekly lessons. 
It has been a pleasure to watch their spirituality grow in ways that seem beyond 
their years. 

The Adult Staff consists of:
Andrew and Amanda Ritiau
Jonathan and Becca Johannsen
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Student Leadership
Much of the success of our ministry is due to the great team of student lead-
ers we had this past year. While it is a team of students who have had specific 
tasks to cover throughout the year, this feature of the ministry fundamentally 
serves as an opportunity for students to go through deeper discipleship. Our 
student leaders were involved in roles such as technology crew, music leading, 
administration, prayer, and accountability. The team would meet monthly to 
discuss their roles, study leadership as it is presented in the Bible, and overall 

seek God for His will for Cross Culture.
 
The team was also responsible for devising and planning an out-

reach event to welcome friends from the community to the church. 
They felt led to host a game night filled with various kinds of games, 

from video games, to classic board games, and big group inter-
active games. The youth room was packed with guests 
and the team was incredibly encouraged by the results 

of the work they felt called to do.
 

This year’s student leadership team consisted of:
Andrew Conner – 12th Grade

Robert Hernandez – 12th Grade
Charlie Hsieh – 9th Grade
Erin Hsieh – 12th Grade
Kyle Hwang – 12th Grade
Sally Tranzow – 12th Grade

          Olivia Wong- 10th Grade

Youth Band
One of the subsets of our Student Leadership team is our youth band. Every 
Friday night the group is led in worship songs by a band that is made up of 
their fellow students. It is such a pleasure to witness students leading other 
students in something as sacred and powerful as worship through music.
  
This year’s youth band consisted of:
Jordan Fong – 10th Grade
Charlie Hsieh – 9th Grade
Rianna Marquez – 6th Grade
Olivia Wong – 10th Grade
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Pray for Me Campaign
We had the pleasure of revisiting our 
prayer partner program this year using 
The Pray for Me Campaign curriculum. 
It has been encouraging over the years 
to witness the fruit of an intentional con-
necting of the generations by way of 
something as meaningful as prayer. Be-
yond the already awesome reality that 
older adults are praying for the youth 
of the church, we have also heard tes-
timonies of adult prayer partners who 
have gone beyond the curriculum to 
mentor students, treat them to meals, 
and attend their various extra-curricular 
events. What a beautiful picture of the 
family of Christ coming together.

Graduates
We graduated five students this year, all 
of which were student leaders. While it 
was bittersweet to see them go, it was 
with great honor that we acknowledged 
they were leaving having dedicated 
themselves to deep discipleship and 
committed leadership. They have set 
the bar high for leaders who will follow 

them, but have also set an encouraging 
example of which the remaining stu-
dents are eager to emulate.
 
Retreats
We consider ourselves blessed to be 
able to partner with Carol Ashworth, 
who has opened up her home on the 
beach in Leucadia, California, to our 
students. Our annual summer retreat 
is such an integral part of the ministry 
where students can get away from the 
distractions of everyday life and spend 
some focused and reflective time with 
the Lord and with one another. Students 
have left these retreats renewed in their 
relationships with Christ and with stron-
ger bonds with one another.
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Young Adults Group
Speaking of retreats, last year marked our very first senior retreat where we had 
the opportunity to help graduating high schoolers reflect on all that God has 
done for them throughout their years in youth group and also prepare for the big 
season ahead in college.
 
Out of that retreat, we discovered that enough students would be staying locally 
that it gave us an opportunity to launch a new Young Adults group. It was hum-
bling to realize that these graduates were blessed enough by their experiences 
in youth group that they wanted a space where they could continue to grow with 
one another.
 
The group is now one year old and has flourished. Meeting every Sunday after-
noon/evening at the Ritiau residence, the group has been able to grapple with the 
more challenging (if not controversial) parts of the Bible. Given that the transition 
to young adulthood presents more intense challenges to one’s faith, it has been 
very encouraging to engage in discussion around tough issues such as grief, pain, 
consumerism, pride and arrogance, materialism, the problem with the sense of 
self-sufficiency, God as an avenger, God as one Who punishes and disciplines, 
apparent contradictions in the Bible, and other challenging topics. Sundays also 
include worship music, dinner, and games.
 
In addition to Sundays, the increased independence that comes along with this 
season of life has allowed more room for these young adults to spend time in 
community, breaking bread together, and sharing life with one another, multiple 
times per week. It has become a very close-knit group and we praise God for al-
lowing these graduated youth group students to be able to further their spiritual 
journey together.
 
On behalf of the leaders and students of this ministry, thank you for your support. 
We are regularly awestruck by how God moves in our midst and praise Him im-
mensely for the ways He has revealed Himself in our gathering. We look forward 
with great anticipation to what He has in store for this new year together.
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Presbyterian Women
Presbyterian Women (PW) has been an active part of this Church for over 100 
years. It has had to reinvent itself over the years because of changes in our be-
loved Church. Now, those who are able to participate in our activities are busy 
with lots of demands including travel and grand and great-grandchildren. 
We still get together 4 times a year for a special program of inspiration and cel-
ebration. Last year, we had 3 different speakers who were involved in missions 
share a special message with us. Our Christmas program was a celebration of the 
music of the season. 

Not only are these programs interesting but they also act as fundraising oppor-
tunities to provide funds for our support of local causes. Last year, we supported 
Foothill Unity Center, Truth Matters International, and World Vision. Our upcom-
ing year will be 4 music programs, all very different. Check for notices in the wor-
ship bulletin for more details.

In addition to our support of local causes, PW has the Jean Fraser Fund which is 
managed by the Arcadia People for Christ Foundation.  This fund was created in 
1989 by a gift from a long time Church member, Jean Fraser. It is used to provide 
scholarships for those who plan to study for the ministry or mission field. It has 
provided educational support to 28 students plus over 20 various mission proj-
ects, such as Shoebox and ICTHUS. 

Buildings & Grounds
The Buildings and Grounds Committee is responsible for the ongoing mainte-
nance and repair of all systems and facilities on the church campus. Obviously, this 
is a tremendous responsibility considering the amount of use the church experi-
ences. In addition to the new improvements listed on the opposite page, ongoing 
maintenance and repair activities are a constant issue. For instance, over the past 
year the B&G Committee faced the need to replace (3) HVAC units, significant 
leaks in the sanctuary roof, and the malfunction of the heating boiler serving the 
sanctuary. These unexpected (and unbudgeted) repairs require immediate atten-
tion. Despite the impact on the budget, the church is fortunate to have a mainte-
nance reserve account to rely upon for unexpected repairs. 

The B&G Committee also oversees service provider contracts, like gardening/
landscaping, janitorial, Internet provider, and waste hauler services. The B&G 
Committee regularly reviews these contracts to ensure the church is receiving the 
best possible service at the most competitive price. 

As a church, we are fortunate and grateful that the activities noted above are the 
result of the loyal and diligent efforts by our church staff, volunteers, and gener-
ous donors. These people make it all happen! And while much of the work man-
aged by the B&G Committee “flies under the radar,” our aging church campus 
continues to defy time because it is constantly being upgraded and improved to 
meet the diverse and changing needs of our church community. God continues 
to bless our church.
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• Renovation of the Preschool playground
• Installed combination heating and air conditioning units in 3 
upstairs classrooms, thereby making the rooms usable (rentable) year 
round
• Installed upgraded Sanctuary media projector
• Extermination treatment at various locations around church cam-
pus, which also involved trimming trees away from buildings
• Upgraded inadequate electrical service in Sanctuary and Coun-
seling Center allowing for safer joint use of high demand equipment, 
like air conditioning units
• New carpeting installed in Sanctuary
• Installed new solar-powered parking lot lights in North and South 
parking lots
• Installed new air conditioning systems in the administrative offices
• Repaired irrigation systems to ensure that all outside grounds were 
properly watered
• Completely trimmed bushes and brush on our campus grounds

Over the past year, the Buildings and Grounds 
Committee has overseen the following projects:
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Preschool
Psalm 36:5 reads: “Your love, LORD, 
reaches to the heavens, Your faithfulness 
to the skies”. God is faithful- all the time!  
Isaiah 54:13 says: “All your children will 
be taught by the Lord, and great will be 
their peace”. This is a promise that God 
made to the children of Israel.  We have 
found this promise to be true every day 
at Arcadia Community Church Preschool!  
God’s love and faithfulness have been 
with us through the wonderful times, as 
well as the challenging, faith-stretching 
times, and His favor has always been on 
us and with us!  Your prayers are a big 
part of God’s plan!

Sometimes we hear that a preschool is 
“just babysitting,” but I would definitely 
disagree.  When children come to Arca-
dia Community Church Preschool they 
learn: social skills, developmental skills, 
self-help skills, language, cognitive skills, 
art, science, math, history, and the most 

important; the Bible and who God is! 
We weave the Bible and God’s truths 
and promises throughout the rest of 
our curriculum. Teaching children about 
God is our main goal. Thank you for your 
prayer support for the staff and the fam-
ilies at ACCP.

Our year began August 13 and it defi-
nitely didn’t seem like fall. Our amazing 
staff dedicated themselves to another 
year of loving and teaching our children 
and families and showing Jesus’ love to 
everyone! 101 children were enrolled in 
August 2018. Since we changed to a full 
day preschool in August 2013 we have 
served 376 families with more than 50% 
having 2-3 children attend in the same 
family. At the end of the 2017-18 school 
year we had served 252 families. Many 
of our children have stayed with us five 
years. This has given us multiple years 
to not only love and educate them, but 
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teach them how much God loves them 
and how to “hide God’s Word in their 
hearts”. 204 children went through our 
school this year from July 2018 through 
June 2019; up from 162 children we 
had during our July 2017 – June 2018 
school year.  We are discovering that 
more of our children only come for a 
few months and then return to their na-
tive countries.  Praise God each child 
heard the Gospel of Jesus Christ and 
so did their families while attending.

Isaiah 55:11 says: “So shall My word 
be that goes forth from My mouth; it 
shall not return to Me void, but it shall 
accomplish what I please, and it shall 
prosper in the thing for which I sent 
it.” God has brought us families from 
every religious background including 
atheists. It is a true “God thing” that 
families that hate Jesus would pay to 
put their children in our church school.  
Their children have learned to pray and 
sing worship songs and they go home 
telling Bible truths to their families.  
Their parents sit in the Sanctuary mul-
tiple times throughout the year hear-
ing God’s Word and listening to their 
children sing about Jesus because we 
are very intentional to have parents sit 
through a chapel service every time 
they come for a special event. VBS 
CD’s are being played in so many of 
our families’ cars and the children are 
blasting out praises to Jesus, including 
hand motions! 

Wednesday chapels are a big high-
light for everyone at the school. This is 
the time the staff and children go into 
the sanctuary and do church. Our chil-
dren LOVE Chapel! They love to sing 
and dance before the Lord and hear 
Bible truths shared and acted out by 
our wonderful pastoral staff, Sam, Ali-
son, and I. Sam shares his gift of music 

each week with the children by play-
ing the guitar and leading worship.  If 
you are free on Wednesday mornings 
at 10:30 AM, please join us, we would 
love to have you participate!

We opened our new TK/Kindergar-
ten class in the Cottage on Genoa 
in August. We had a combo class and 
the children loved their new class-
room. They received lots of one on 
one teaching with the small class size 
of 9. The teachers also enjoyed their 
new break room, bathroom, office, 
and workroom. In May we remodeled 
our infant and preschool play yards. 
The upgrades included: new grass, a 
new automatic sprinkler system, one 
new tree, new hardscape- low dividing 
walls separating the grass and sand, 
a new main water line, new sand, and 
internal fencing in the infant yard. We 
are grateful to the Elders and Session 
for partnering with us to upgrade and 
beautify our yards! 

We continued our enrichment pro-
grams of music and sports. ACM part-
ners with us and offers weekly group 
music classes and Amazing Athletes 
comes weekly and provides a sports 
program for all interested families. 
The parents pay them directly and we 
provide the location and children.  We 
also have the same ACM music teach-
er teach music twice a month to all of 
our preschool children. This extra-cur-
ricular class is included in tuition.  The 
wonderful thing about these two week-
ly classes is that with working parents, 
it is difficult to enroll their children in 
outside enrichment programs- but 
these two classes happen on campus 
during school hours.  These are just 
two more ways we can be a ministry to 
the entire family. 
Our Back to School night was a terrific 
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start to the new school year. The teach-
ers shared their curriculum and vision 
for the school year and the parents got 
to meet other families where bonds 
were formed and built.  

In October, we had our annual Hallow-
een Parade. The children were ador-
able in their costumes and there were 
over 100 parents and grandparents in 
attendance. 

We NEVER have an event at the pre-
school without taking the families into 
the Sanctuary for a time of worship.  
We sing worship songs, share Bible 
truths and the children sing Jesus 
songs and share Bible verses they have 
memorized. We also sing traditional 
children’s songs, but God is always our 
focus. Yes, our teachers are trained to 
teach our children academics and life 
skills, and they do an excellent job.  
But even more important than these 
skills is the eternal goal of seeing every 
one of our children and their families 
devote themselves to Jesus, accept 
Him as their Savior, and live with Him 
eternally!  John 3:16 says: “For God 
so loved the world that He gave His 
one and only Son, that whoever be-
lieves in Him shall not perish but have 
eternal life.” Jesus has given us a very 
clear command that we are to share 
His Gospel and teach His laws to ev-
eryone, especially our families. 

Deuteronomy 6:6-7 says: “These com-
mandments that I give you today are 
to be on your hearts.  Impress them on 
your children. Talk about them when 
you sit at home and when you walk 
along the road, when you lie down 
and when you get up.” Wow, this is a 
privilege and a responsibility that we 
always keep in the forefront, and take 

very seriously.  What an amazing gift and 
ministry God has given us at Arcadia 
Community Church!!! 

The Fall season is always fun at pre-
school, with cooler temperatures and 
the changing of the leaves.  The chil-
dren take a lot of walks collecting leaves 
and pine cones, and getting ready for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

Our Christmas Program was once again 
a highlight of the year, where our chil-
dren shared the true story of Christmas 
with their family and friends. Over 350 
family members attended and 123 chil-
dren participated. Every child took part 
including the infants and toddlers, from 
playing Mary and Joseph, to being lit-
tle sheep crawling across the stage with 
their shepherds, and from being angels, 
to a child standing center stage as a twin-
kling star with lights. The stage was filled 
with children, and we used all the avail-
able risers for the children. The Sanctu-
ary was so packed with parents that we 
had to add extra chairs. We finished the 
night with our annual Happy Birthday Je-
sus party. Pastor Sam helped make this 
night a great success, along with many 
volunteers! We have families from every 
continent and almost every religion rep-
resented in our school, but on that spe-
cial night they all sang Happy Birthday to 
Jesus together! What a testimony to the 
power of Christ in our school and church! 

The Spring brought several more special 
events to the preschool. Grandparents’ 
Day was a very special time celebrating 
the bond between the children and their 
grandparents! The children performed 
in the sanctuary. There were over 100 
grandparents and great-grandparents 
in attendance. The preschool was full of 
people and love! 
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Mommy/Daddy Day had over 140 
parents and grandparents and even 
some aunts and uncles participate. 
The children performed in the sanc-
tuary first and then the parents partic-
ipated in activities in the classrooms. 
There were smiles and hugs every-
where! 

Open House was packed, both in the 
Fellowship Hall and the school, with 
350+ in attendance. The children en-
joyed the petting zoo and the parents 
and relatives loved touring the class-
rooms and watching their children 
perform. This is a special night for 
families to bond with other families, 
share a meal together and explore the 
beautifully decorated classrooms with 
their children’s art.

Graduation Chapel featured 26 grad-
uates, with over 60 family members 
in attendance. The graduates sang, 
recited Bible verses, and Pastors Lar-

ry and Sam helped make it a special time. 
We had a yummy barbeque for the chil-
dren and staff at the end of June to say 
goodbye to one school year and hello to 
summer. We cooked hamburgers and hot 
dogs and had fresh watermelon and lots of 
side dishes.  We also had daily and weekly 
activities, too numerous to name.  Need-
less to say, we keep very busy throughout 
our weeks. But through all the ups and 
downs, there are always smiles, laughter, 
giggles, hugs, snuggles, a few tears, and 
lots and lots of love! 

If you would like to keep up on the latest 
news at the preschool or see some ador-
able pictures, please check out our web-
site- http://www.arcadiaprespreschool.
org, Facebook page – Arcadia Church, or 
Instagram – accp316. We will be having 
monthly restaurant fundraisers to pay off 
the balance on the yard remodel and will 
be posting the flyers and information on 
our social media. Please leave us a com-
ment when you visit.  

26% 

Increase in 
Enrollment

204 

Preschoolers 
from July 

‘18-June ’19
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Deacons
Sharing God’s Love: Your Arcadia 
Community Church Deacons share 
God’s love through serving people in 
our church and communities in their 
times of need. Our work is guided by 
Jesus’ words in Matthew 25: “For I was 
hungry and you gave me something 
to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink... Whenever you did 
it for any of my people, no matter how 
unimportant they seemed you did it for 
me.”

The Bereavement Team helps grieving 
families plan and hosts memorial recep-
tions held at our church. Phone calls are 
made, and sympathy cards are sent to 
the families. Care Notes are also sent 
to widows and widowers to express our 
support and provide encouragement 
the first Christmas after a loved one 
passes away. 

The Communion Team prepares and 
does clean up. Both present and past 
Deacons along with volunteers help in 
this ministry. 

The Deacons Visitation Team visits our 
shut-ins and takes them Christmas Poin-
settias and Easter Lilies. When possible, 
team members follow up with those in 
our church family who are in the hospi-
tal or going through serious health chal-
lenges to express our church family’s 
concern and see how they are doing. 
We appreciate calls to the church let-
ting us know about members and reg-
ular visitors who need our prayers, who 
are in the hospital, or who won’t be able 
to attend church for more than a month 
since hospitals and health facilities can-
not inform us due to HIPAA rules. We 
want to let them know our church cares 
and offer to have a Deacon visit if they 
would like. We have present and past 
Deacons carrying on this ministry.

Take Them To Lunch (reports to Dea-
cons for information only). Anna Green-
halgh has provided a wonderful venue 
at her Home Theatre for a group of 
widows to have fellowship each month 
over lunch, share prayers and praises, 
and enjoy a movie, well researched by 
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Anna for discussion afterwards. There 
are others who take widows and wid-
owers to lunch, but you do not have to 
be a Deacon to serve in this ministry, 
which is paid for by an endowment of 
a former church member, now residing 
in heaven. 

Our church ministers to the homeless 
by supporting two effective local orga-
nizations. The Door of Hope’s success-
ful residential program, where more 
than 85% never suffer homelessness 
again, is supported through monthly 
donations and monthly dinners. More 
food donations are needed to stretch 
our resources. The food is delivered 
there the third Thursday of each month. 
Our church family also builds an Annual 
Tower of Blessing with cleaning sup-
plies, paper goods, bedding and gift 
cards for the residents. Church mem-
bers are invited to come for a tour of 
the facility and meet staff and residents 
at the dinners or at a scheduled tour 
date. The church family can contact the 
organizers if they are interested in hav-
ing a tour. 

Our church also supports life through 
the Elizabeth House, a residential pro-
gram for formerly homeless pregnant 
women and their children. Besides 
monthly donations, our church family 
builds an annual Tower of Blessing for 
them with gift cards, baby supplies, 
hygiene products and other essentials. 
Residents commit to changing their 
families’ lives by working hard to learn 
new Christ-centered life, parenting and 
job skills. A tour can be set up for visit-
ing Elizabeth House also.

Our church family helps the Deacons 
provide aid to underprivileged students 
in our outreach to Monrovia Wild Rose 

Elementary School. We have supplied 
clothing, school supplies and hygiene 
packs to the students in need.

Deacons have also donated funds to 
the ITS Grant Fund. 

The Communication Team provides in-
formation for the weekly Sunday bulle-
tins, bulletin inserts and for the Hands 
on Missions monthly schedule.

Each Sunday morning, the Care and 
Compassion Table is available to re-
ceive or provide information and has 
various sign-up sheets for these Dea-
cons’ ministries. Items for our special 
projects can be deposited in bins locat-
ed next to the table.

All Deacons Ministries are totally de-
pendent on your “Deacons” designat-
ed donations, which are carefully used 
to fulfill our biblical and church edicts. 
Our church family’s participation and 
donations are essential to the effective-
ness of our Deacons’ ministries and we 
look forward to working together with 
more of our church family in the future. 
More information on these ministries is 
available at the Care and Compassion 
table in the church patio on Sundays.

ARCADIA COMMUNITY CHURCH ANNUAL REPORT 2019    CAMPUS MINISTRY : 31



Arcadia Conservatory 
of Music (ACM)
Arcadia Conservatory of Music is 
blessed with the opportunity to teach 
students how to make a joyful noise 
unto the Lord! Currently we have 57 
students and 11 teachers. We have 57 
students who take private lessons and 
no group lessons in the summer.

Usually, we have about 20 students who
participate in groups during the school 
days.

Private lessons are taught by Geoff 
Dunbar, Vivian Yeung, John Brunn, 
Shawn Halim, Wendy Kikkert, Timo-
thy Ogden, Din Hann Sung and Den-
ney Premkumar. In addition to voice 
and theory, instrumental lessons are 
taught including piano, guitar, drum, vi-
ola, violin, cello, etc.  For more informa-

tion on these wonderful teachers, check 
our website at www.arcadiaconservato-
ry.com. 

Group classes are also offered. We are 
happy to continue working with the 
Preschool. Natalie Tsui teaches Music 
Enrichment to all Preschoolers twice a 
month. Also, Natalie provides a Music 
and Play class in 8-week sessions to 3-5 
year olds. Parents have commented 
positively about this opportunity. In
addition is our popular Children’s Choir 
taught by Wendy Kikkert. The Choir 
consists of children from 2nd to 5th 
grade. We have 12-15 students per-
forming for our church worship services 
and recitals. Ms. Vivian Yeung is con-
ducting the Keyboard Group lessons in 
the summer. We are looking to enroll 
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students from age 5-7 years old.

ACM held two recitals during the past 
year: one on December 8, 2018 and one 
May 18, 2019. ACM students also per-
form at Arcadia Community Church’s 
Worship Service once a month.  Piano 
students continue to successfully par-
ticipate in the annual state MTAC Cer-
tificate of Merit evaluations.

After 12 years of managing ACM with 
love and devotion, Christina Liu retired 
effective July 31, 2019. She has been 
the only ACM Manager since Harold 
Lee created the Conservatory in 2006 
and ACM has grown and excelled un-
der her leadership. We thank her for 
her years of service to our church and 
our community. ACM has been blessed 
by her capable stewardship.

Katherine Yu became the new ACM 
Manager on August 1, 2019. Christina 
is entrusting ACM to Katherine’s capa-
ble hands and we ask God’s blessing 

on her as she leads ACM into the fu-
ture.  Katherine has a child who is an 
ACM student and she has a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Business Administration.

We give thanks to our Lord for a good 
year at ACM.  We pray for His guidance 
in the year to come.

The ACM Board Members consist of 
the following:

Darrel Sager, Treasurer
Van Shaheed, Secretary
Geoff Dunbar, Marketing 
Linda Larson, Member at Large

Currently, the Chair position rotates 
among Board Members each quarter.

Advisor to Board:
Katherine Yu, ACM Coordinator
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Counseling Center
Arcadia Community Church 
Counseling Center
For over 40 years, the Counseling 
Center of Arcadia Community Church 
has been a Christian ministry providing 
the care and compassion of Christ by 
counseling those who are hurting in our 
church and the surrounding community.  
The Counseling Center has trained and 
equipped volunteer lay people with 
skills for personal growth, for active 
listening, and improved communication, 
which carry over into all areas of their 
lives.  The Counseling Center primarily 
serves individuals over age 18 who are 
not currently abusing alcohol or drugs, 
and who are not actively psychotic. 

The Counseling Center hopes that 
individuals, couples, and families in 
the greater San Gabriel Valley, who 
might otherwise be unable to receive 
assistance through counseling, will 
be able to have access to this service 
because of our low cost program.  
Through the counseling process, clients 
are often able to work through difficult 
relational, emotional, and physical 
issues that are negatively impacting 
their quality of life on a daily basis.  
They also have the opportunity to 
develop coping skills and social skills to 
improve their day-to-day interactions 
with the people with whom they come 
in contact.  Some of the situations 
clients are facing include:

• Relationship difficulties
• Emotional stress
• Spiritual issues
• Grief and loss
• Divorce and loss
• Job changes or loss

• Depression and anxiety
• Feeling of loneliness, isolation
• Family conflict, tension, parenting 

skills
• Fear, anger management, or guilt

Because we keep our activities 
confidential, many people do not know 
about our services.  We have had clients 
who want to improve communication 
in their marriages, who need additional 
support for mental health issues, or 
who need a safe place to explore life 
situations. Unfortunately, at the end of 
May we have had to close our doors as 
we need a new supervisor.  Please pray 
that under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit we will have the discernment to 
find the right person for this position 
and then reopen to continue to serve 
our church family and the greater 
Arcadia area.
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APC Foundation
What is the Foundation?
The Foundation was established by 
Arcadia Community Church (formerly 
Arcadia Presbyterian Church) more than 
35 years ago to support the work of the 
Church. The Foundation is managed 
as an independent Board of Directors 
which is responsible for the investment 
and administration of the Foundation 
funds

The members of the Board of Directors 
are: 
• Paul Ashworth
• Cindy Crippen
• Bob Curtis
• John van Genderen
• Anna Greenhalgh
• Mark Pocino

Statement of Purpose
The purpose of the APC Foundation is 

to support the work of Christ through:
(i) the ministries of the Church,
(ii) missions here and abroad,
(iii) campus maintenance, and
(iv) training future leaders called   
to ministry.

How does the Foundation achieve 
these goals?
The Foundation relies on the gifts from 
those who want to help proclaim the 
gospel in the future. These gifts can 
take numerous forms, some of which 
can help reduce income and/or estate 
taxes.

If you are interested in learning more 
about the Foundation and what you can 
do to help, please contact one of the 
Foundations directors or the Arcadia 
Community Church office and they will 
arrange to have someone contact you.
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WORLD
IMPACT

ministry



The sending out of God’s people to bring good news to the 
world is central to who we are at Arcadia Community Church. 
The World Impact Ministry serves to strengthen that founda-
tion by providing ways for all generations to make disciples and 
serve others in the work that God is already doing in the world.

In living mission globally, we: 

• Support missionaries in prayer
• Raise awareness of the mission partners Arcadia Community 

Church supports
• Participate in short and/or long term mission trips
• Partner with other committees/groups in the church and 

church groups that meet on our campus
• Raise financial and material support for mission partners

In addition to our mission partners that we support on a regu-
lar basis, Arcadia Community has given money through funds 
raised by a capital campaign to: build a church in Cairo, Egypt; 
add a floor to a building at Evangelical Theological Seminary in 
Egypt; put a roof on a school building in Uganda; and provided 
funds to repair a hydroelectric power generator for a hospital in 
Africa. With grants from Arcadia People for Christ Foundation, 
we have partnered in an AIDS media outreach resulting in nearly 
20,000 Indian women taking steps to reduce their risk of con-
tracting HIV from their husbands; provided college scholarships 
to a seminary in Egypt; and supported the Near East School of 
Theology in Lebanon, a theological seminary serving the evan-
gelical churches of the Middle East and Africa.
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Missions
We are excited to share with you some 
of the highlights of the Mission Team in 
2018-19.

Supporting Mission Partners: Over 
the past year, we prayerfully managed 
the portion of our church’s budget that 
is dedicated to missions. With joy and 
anticipation, we used the majority of 
the $70,650 budget to support 14 mis-
sion partners and two special projects. 
Also, with a bit of sadness and gratitude 
for their years of service, we removed 
two faithful partners from our rolls: John 
and Gwenda Fletcher (MBF) and Shawn 
Halim (IVCF at USC). We celebrate the 
mutual blessing of our partnership to-
gether. It’s been a privilege to support 
them in building God’s kingdom in the 
Congo, Africa and on the USC campus. 
Thank you for your passion to share 
God’s love to the world through your 
regular giving.

Managing our church’s global devel-
opment efforts was another focus for 
the mission team. We witnessed the 
exciting birth of new enterprises in Ma-

lawi and Nigeria that were seeded by 
“Tractor Project” funds raised during 
the 2017-18 fiscal year. Here is a quick 
summary.

Chisomo Foundation (Reverend Ken-
neth Phiri) started two new businesses: 
a pig farm and a corn mill. Profits will 
sustain their efforts to break the cycle 
of poverty by focusing on the educa-
tion of girls and women. Today, two 
high school girls named Violet and Joy, 
have their school fees and school sup-
plies paid for. The foundation has plans 
to expand to 5 girls next year. In June 
2019, construction of the pig farm was 
completed on land donated by the vil-
lage chief. They will begin raising their 
first generation of pigs later this year. To 
improve their chances of success, the 
corn milling business operates near lo-
cal farmers who previously had to trans-
port their crops to the city to be milled. 
Corn husks and other waste from the 
mill will be used to feed the pigs.

Shalom Christian Center (Reverend 
Alfred Nyanda) is forming a poultry 
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farm that will harvest chicken and eggs 
for food. With project funds, they are 
building a three-room brick building 
with an incubator to raise baby chicks, 
a hen room for eggs, and a small store-
front. Alfred also used project funds 
to address a need for job training. He 
started a tailoring school, which en-
rolled 27 students this year. Finally, he 
ran a farm business on 10 hectares of 
ministry land, producing 589 bags of 
corn and 40 bags of soy beans. Next 
year, profits from the farm will support 
the startup costs of the chicken busi-
ness. Their aim is to support a ministry 
that serves orphans and other vulnera-
ble members of their community. Cur-
rently, 45 orphans attend their kinder-
garten class, and another 20 orphans 
receive assistance for school fees and 
supplies.

Door of Hope (Reverend Samaila 
Doro) started a tractor rental business. 
His service gives local farmers the ca-
pability to increase their farm size, of-
ten by leasing land from the elderly. 
He believes this will generate jobs and 
energize the local economy. Income 
from the business will help Samaila and 
his wife Tani minister to the needs of 
orphans who have lost parents to sick-
ness or violence.

Other Activity: Peace Pursuit Seminar 
- In August 2018, we hosted a day-long 
peacemaking seminar attended by 
20 church members and friends. The 
program was taught by missionaries 
John and Laura S. whom we support. 
Alternative Christmas – Truth Matters 
(Finney Premkumar) and Icthus were 
the recipients of last year’s fundraiser. 
Our first Mission Team Open House 
was held in March 2019 at the Hase-
rot home. We are grateful to Jerry and 

Jean for hosting the 30 people who at-
tended. At Sunday morning worship 
services, we made an effort to keep our 
congregation informed about the mis-
sionaries we support. In four consecu-
tive Sundays in June 2019, we gave a 
detailed report about the Tractor Fund 
projects.

The journey of missions at ACC is evolv-
ing but filled with exciting promise. A 
mission conference, new ITS students, 
and a possible trip to visit mission part-
ners are in the works. We want missions 
to contribute to the spiritual growth of 
our community. Would you consider 
joining us in these endeavors? Feel free 
to talk to Pastor Sam or any team mem-
ber to join our team or lend a hand!
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Local Missions Partners
Arabic Communication Center
The mission of the Arabic Communication Center is to spread the word of God 
and make Christ known to non-Christians through media – audio, video, books 
CD’s, and DVD’s. Pastor Hisham Kamel traveled to many different countries to 
record programs that will be broadcast throughout the Arabic-speaking world.

International Theological Seminary (ITS)
ITS works with churches and organizations throughout the world to identify men 
and women who demonstrate capacity, characteristics and commitment for spiri-
tual leadership. Students come from over 20 nations throughout Africa, Asia, Latin 
America, the Middle East and Europe. Upon graduation, the students return to 
their home countries as pastors, professors, missionaries, and denominational and 
community leaders to transform their local communities into vibrant places of 
worship, mission and justice. Our partnership with ITS has provided us with excep-
tional global mission partners to work with, helping them to realize the visions for 
ministry God has given them.

David Eng (CRU)
David is interning at Simplebulldog Studio in Austin, Texas, a ministry of CRU (for-
merly Campus Crusade for Christ). The Studio creates short films that are used to 
reach out to college students throughout the country to connect them to Christ. 
David and the team he works with also design posters, flyers and social media 
advertisements to draw people to the gospel. He will be continuing to serve at 
the Studio for another year.
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Global Missions Partners
Asian Access – Mary Jo Wilson
Mary Jo has been serving as Vice Pres-
ident for Missional Engagement since 
2015. Mary Jo’s key focus is overseeing 
missionary staff in Japan, the Asian Ac-
cess strategic partnership with SIM, and 
nurturing missional partnerships be-
tween leaders and expat missionaries 
in Japan. She also serves on the Asian 
Access Japan Board of Directors. “I am 
grateful for the opportunity to serve 
the team during this season of Japan’s 
history and feel privileged to work with 
so many outstanding leaders across Ja-
pan and other countries of Asia and the 
U.S.” In April Mary Jo was in Bangkok 
for the annual Asian Access Leadership 
Summit. It was an encouraging time 
re-connecting and dreaming about the 
future as A2 considers expansion be-
yond Asia.

Frontiers – John and Laura S
Frontiers is working to fulfill the Great 
Commission among Muslim people 
groups that don’t know the saving mes-
sage of Jesus Christ. Its global priorities 
focus on the regions with the largest 
concentrations of unengaged Muslim 
people groups. Frontiers recruits, trains, 
and sends church planting teams to live 
in the Muslim world. John and Laura 
train and equip field team members, 
team leaders and overseers who serve 
in over 40 countries. In addition, John 
spent much of last year working on a 
handbook and website for a peace-
making program called Peace Pursuit. 
Peace Pursuit developed out of years of 
leadership and peacemaking training 
John has conducted. Two sets of train-
ers are being trained to lead peace-
making workshops in the U.S. and the 
Philippines. Laura continues to mentor 

team women in four countries.

Icthus
Icthus celebrated 54 years of ministry 
this year. Working in 15 countries in Lat-
in America and the U.S., Icthus equips 
young people for Christian service and 
leadership through a scout-type pro-
gram in partnership with local churches. 
Some 9,000 young people are being 
helped through the work of a thousand 
volunteers. Many Icthus children go on 
to become guides for the next genera-
tion. To date, more than 100,000 young 
people have been helped by Icthus.

In June 2018, Icthus had an Internation-
al Conference in Medellin, Colombia, 
attended by 32 leaders from 9 coun-
tries. The conference provided the 
leaders with training and motivation 
as they worked on developing a new 
Icthus youth program and strategized 
on how to reach more children and 
youth. In April 2019, two Icthus leaders 
from Colombia traveled to Cuba to train 
guides for five churches. There are now 
17 guides leading 72 children in two 
Cuban churches. Three more churches 
started Icthus later.

Darren Kennedy
Darren Kennedy is a professor of sys-
tematic theology at the Evangelical 
Theological Seminary in Cairo, Egypt. 
His wife Elisabeth teaches at the Amer-
ican University in Cairo teaching Old 
Testament to both Christian and Mus-
lim students. Dr. Kennedy’s passion is 
for training leaders for the church in the 
Middle East. He will help lead a fall re-
treat to start the school year, welcom-
ing the students back after spending 
the summer in field ministry training. 
Dr. Kennedy’s goal for the retreat is to 
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help the students integrate the lessons and difficulties they experience in the field 
into their seminary education so that they can graduate well-prepared for church 
ministry.

Brian O’Herin, Wycliffe
Brian will be stepping down from his position as International Linguistics Coordi-
nator for SIL/Wycliffe in September in order to work fulltime on translation work. 
He continues to work with a team of translators in Russia to translate several books 
in the Bible into one of Caucasian languages. They have completed translating 
Jonah and are nearly finished with Matthew. Nine parables from Luke were also 
finished and will be published in a single booklet. Brian also completed the chap-
ter he was writing for a book on Caucasian languages and is now working on 
editorial revisions.

Truth Matters International (Finney Premkumar)
Finney’s primary mission is to confront those in academia with the truth of the 
Gospel and to challenge those in the Church to live out the content of the Gospel 
in creative and concrete ways. He has presented academic papers at major uni-
versities and conferences throughout the world. Last year Finney spoke at Oxford 
University and at an international conference organized by UNESCO in Belgium.

This year Finney spoke at Oxford University, University of Texas – Dallas, Texas 
A & M, University of Oregon, international conference at Abu Dhabi University, 
Institute of Technology in Tehran and many other places, including India. He plans 
to go to Africa this fall to visit Cameroon, Nigeria and South Africa.

Global Development Partners
Chisomo Foundation (Kenneth Phiri, 
Malawi)
The mission of Chisomo Foundation 
is the total transformation of its com-
munity by focusing on young girls and 
women, breaking the cycle of poverty, 
and bringing to the community the joy 
and freedom which Christ promises to 
all people. To ensure sustainability of its 
activities Chisomo Foundation intends 
to start with a development of a pig 
farm and a corn milling business. The 
funds raised will also provide tuition for 
the girls’ school scholarships and adult 
literacy classes.

Fountain of Hope (Andrew Junior, 
Cameroon)
Starting with three classrooms built with 

funds raised by our church, the school in 
Bonakoh Village continued to grow re-
quiring more classrooms to accommo-
date the number of children who want 
to go to school. Andrew started Faith 
Bible College to train pastors to lead 
the many church plants in his area. His 
house church grew to over 80 members 
so they had to find another place to 
meet. Taking steps to become self-fund-
ing, Andrew has started a piggery. Cam-
eroon is currently experiencing civil un-
rest which endangers Andrew and his 
family, along with fellow English-speak-
ing Cameroonians.

Global Door of Hope Initiative (GDHI) 
(Samaila Doro, Nigeria)
An administration building for an or-
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phanage was built and the foundation 
for a dormitory was dug. The ministry’s 
project was opposed by a family who 
claimed rights to the land donated to 
GDHI by community leaders. The mat-
ter was tied up in the court for a time. 
Samaila has begun plans to start a trac-
tor rental business as a service to local 
farmers and as an income source to 
minister to orphans.

Mustard Seed Project – (Hassan Dicks, 
Nigeria)
The focus of his ministry is to provide 
rehabilitation for people disabled by 
polio and injuries from violent attacks 
by Boko Haram and the Fulani. Reha-
bilitation will provide valuable self-care 
for those suffering from loss of physical 
capacity and offer a mental, emotional 
and spiritual encouragement critical to 
the healing process. Our church raised 
funds for the first phase of the reha-
bilitation center, acquiring land and a 
building. The Project was able to buy 
10 sewing machines, 10 knitting ma-
chines and 5 desktop computers. They 
also started looking for a building for a 
preschool.

Shalom Christian Centre (Alfred 
Nyanda, Malawi)
The mission of his church is to demon-
strate God’s love as they share with the 
Lord’s people who are in need. They 
seek to serve the vulnerable members 
of their community: orphans, poor and 
abandoned children, widows and sin-
gle mothers, elderly people without 
support, the hungry, sick, and the illit-
erate, in the name of Jesus. Six projects 
have been identified to accomplish the 
development of the ministry: a tailor-
ing school to provide vocational train-
ing and employment opportunities for 
women; a bore well to provide clean 
water for the community and the cen-
ter’s farming activities; a poultry busi-
ness to generate income for the cen-
ter’s continued operations; a farm to 
grow food for the community and to 
raise income; a maize mill to process 
crops from the farm as well as for other 
local farmers (income); and a school 
block to house 
children’s and 
adult learning 
classes.
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Interim Pastoral Call, 3/4-time
Arcadia Community Church and Larry Ballenger

Effective Salary (3/4 time)
Salary         $60,000

Reimbursible Expenses
Business/professional expenses               $2,645
Continuing Education                  $985

Board of Pensions Post- Retirement Service (12% of effective salary)               $7,200
Paid Vacation leave of one month annually
Paid Continuing Education leave of two weeks annually

Pastor’s Compensation 
Package
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ARCADIA COMMUNITY CHURCH
Annual Budget for the Fiscal Year Ended June 2020

(Amounts in Dollars)
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ARCADIA COMMUNITY CHURCH
Actual Compared to Budget

For the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2019 
And the Annual Budget Ending June 30, 2020

(Amounts in Dollars)
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ARCADIA COMMUNITY CHURCH
Designated, Restricted and Funds Held For Others

For the Year Ended June 30, 2019
(Amounts in Dollars)

ARCADIA COMMUNITY CHURCH
DESIGNATED, RESTRICTED  and FUNDS HELD FOR OTHERS

For the Year Ended June 30, 2019
(Amounts in Dollars)

Description 7/1/2018 Receipts Disbursed 6/30/2019
Balance Balance

Restricted Accounts

Andrew Junior - Mission 1,801 8,970 7,296 3,475
Hassan Dicks - Mission 1,101 1,250 1,350 1,001
Phillip Fonjoh - Mission -600 -600
Samalia Doro - Mission 7,075 8,260 14,670 665
Bernard Lobe - Mission 0 100 100
Alternative Christmas 50 180 230
ITS Student Support 1,623 24,470 23,478 2,615
Tractor 16,207 13,390 26,790 2,807
Gates Fund 30,000 30,000
InterVarsity 450 0 450
Mission Special Offering 573 300 745 128
Operating Reserve 174,253 25,000 149,253
Youth Scholarships 1,177 1,177
Foundation Working /account 25 25
Special Designated - Mission 51 1,050 2,651 -1,550
Shoebox - Mission 12,422 22,325 12,322 22,425
Maintenance Reserve 129,614 55,423 74,191
Cash Reserve 150,000 150,000
Ministry Reserve 600,000 600,000
Pastor Housing / Foundation 13,803 854 14,657
Pastor Care 20 20

  Total Restricted 1,139,645 81,149 169,725 1,051,069

Funds Held for Other Groups

Adult Sunday School 1,720 1,551 1,750 1,521
Presbyterian Woman 1,018 2,221 2,720 519
Jean Frazer Memorial/Foundation 46,498 4,849 41,649
Men's Fellowship 760 760
High School Camps 0 100 100
High School Conferences 600 600
ACM - Conservatory 13,291 76,389 77,778 11,902
Middle School Camps 0 100 100
ACC Preschool -153,385 873,380 924,999 -205,004
Fundraising - ACC Preschool -4,548 15,393 10,515 330
ACC Counseling Center 670 430 382 718

Total Funds Held for Other Groups -93,976 970,165 1,022,993 -146,805

Designated Funds

TTLC Program 2,600 686 1,914
Deacon's savings 9,750 5,856 9,650 5,956
Deacon's / Foundation 21,576 1,334 22,909
Marcussen Memorial Fund / Foundation 95,570 5,904 10,000 91,474

     Total Designated Funds 129,496 13,094 20,336 122,253
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ARCADIA COMMUNITY CHURCH
DESIGNATED, RESTRICTED  and FUNDS HELD FOR OTHERS

For the Year Ended June 30, 2019
(Amounts in Dollars)
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ARCADIA COMMUNITY CHURCH
Statement of Financial Position

(Amounts in Dollars)

ARCADIA COMMUNITY CHURCH
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

(Amounts in Dollars)

6/30/2019 6/30/2018
Assets

Cash 25,309 138,016

Accounts Receivable and Other 55,359 28,140

Total Current Assets 80,668 166,156

Investments 1,030,002 1,226,447
Land and Buildings (Assessed Value) 2,221,384 2,221,384
Capital Improvements 2,244,349 2,244,349
Pastor House (Co-tenancy) 150,000 150,000
Home - 120 N. Madison 913,509 911,844
New Capital Improvements 270,728 165,239

Total Assets 6,910,640 7,085,419

Liability and Equity

Liabilities

Accounts Payable and other Liabilities 45,952 33,667
Line of Credit 25,000

Total Current Liabilities 70,952 33,667

Funds Held for Other Groups -146,805 -93,976
Designated Funds 122,253 129,496

Total Liabilities 46,400 69,187

Equity

Restricted Accounts 1,051,069 1,139,644
Proceeds from Sale of Manse 2,320,863 2,320,863
Establish Reserves -955,863 -955,863
Interest in Land and Buildings (Assessed Value) 2,221,390 2,221,390
Capital Campaign Improvements 2,244,349 2,244,349
Interest in Pastor's Home 150,000 150,000
Operating Fund Surplus (Deficit) -167,568 -104,150

Total Equity 6,864,240 7,016,232

Total Liabilities and Equity 6,910,640 7,085,419
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ARCADIA COMMUNITY CHURCH PRESCHOOL
Actual Compared to Budget

For the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2019 
(Amounts in Dollars)

ARCADIA COMMUNITY CHURCH PRESCHOOL
ACTUAL COMPARED TO BUDGET FOR

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2019
(Amounts in Dollars)

Actual Budget

Income

Tuition 845,528 908,122
Registration 8,406 6,900
Fundraising 0 0
Miscellaneous Income 0 0
Lunch Income 19,436 21,251

Total Income 873,370 936,273

Expenses

General and Administrative

Lunch expense 17,028 20,000
Office Supplies 2,722 4,672
Classroom Supplies 12,160 11,608
Curriculum Books 272 572
Janitorial Supplies 10,002 13,260
Snack items 12,302 11,305
Special Events 2,455 4,800
Staff Appreciation 6,647 7,805
Staff Training 2,194 2,600
Computer/Technology 772 300
Petty Cash/Postage 28 114
Printing/Xerox 897 1,056
Website ITT 0 300
Utilities 14,955 15,308
Janitorial Services 21,066 19,566
Rent 96,000 96,000
Miscellaneous 7,336 5,176
Processing Fee 2,805 2,181

2018/2019

ARCADIA COMMUNITY CHURCH ANNUAL REPORT 2019   FINANCIAL REPORTS : 5554 :  FINANCIAL REPORTS ARCADIA COMMUNITY CHURCH ANNUAL REPORT 2019  



ARCADIA COMMUNITY CHURCH ANNUAL REPORT 2019   FINANCIAL REPORTS : 55



NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS:

Accounting
Arcadia Community Church maintains its books and records on a cash basis. 
The financial revenues are primarily gifts, income from Nesting Churches and 
rental income from other entities. Our Church also receives gifts that are for 
non-operating purposes but designated for other ministries and missions. 
Arcadia Community Church maintains one bank account for the receipt and 
disbursement of funds for its operating and non-operating activities.

The Church recognizes the following classifications for recording gifts and 
related disbursements:

Operating Accounts
The operating accounts reflect gifts and other income received and 
disbursements related to budgeted mission and ministry activity. The revenue is 
primary contributions from our members, rental income from Nesting Churches, 
and income from other entities. The disbursements relate to the approved 
budget for our ministry, mission, general administration costs, and facility 
expenses.

Non-Operating Accounts
Arcadia Community Church receives funds that are held in custody for other 
groups and funds that are designated for specific purposes. Reserves have also 
been established to cover future anticipated needs of the church. The following 
are the classifications used for the non-operating accounts:

Funds held for Church or Other Affiliated Groups
These accounts are used to record the activities of groups that are responsible 
for their own operation. Examples are ACC Preschool, Arcadia Conservatory of 
Music and ACC Counseling Center.

Designated Accounts
Donors that designate their gifts for a non-budgetary ministry or mission and the 
related expense are recorded in these accounts. Example of these accounts are 
the Deacon Funds and the Marcussen Memorial Fund.

Restricted Accounts
Financial contributions where the Donor gives instructions that restricts the 
use of funds are recorded as restricted funds and are used as specified. The 
restricted accounts also include various reserve accounts established by the 
Church.
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For more information on our church, visit:
www.arcadia.church

For what we believe:
www.arcadia.church/about/beliefs

For details on upcoming events:
www.arcadia.church/connect/upcoming-events

Postal Address: 121 Alice St. Arcadia, CA 91006
Office Phone: (626) 445-7470

 General Inquiries: info@arcadia.church


