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hat do you wake up thinking 
about? Maybe you are like me and 
the thought process doesn’t start 

until after a cup of coffee. Perhaps you 
wake up wondering if you will see your 
friends or the list of tasks you have to 
accomplish. Maybe you are just trying 
to remember where you put your teeth. 

But no matter what age or stage you are 
in, there are thoughts that fill your mind 
and demand your focus and energy. The 
goals you have when you are young are 
often different than the goals of mid-
dle and later life. In my youth ministry 
days, I had a student who was working 
to become the world record holder for 
largest necktie collection and now has 
over 80,000.

As followers of Jesus, we understand that 
God loves us and created us for a pur-
pose. When we live according to God’s 
purpose, we find true satisfaction and a 
sense of completeness. The Bible says 
in Psalm 119:147, “I rise early, before 
the sun is up; I cry out for help and put 
my hope in your words”. What are the 
dreams God has for you? I dream that 

W God will continue to raise up new be-
lievers in our midst to understand their 
God-given purpose and that our church 
will effectively reach our community and 
world for Christ. I believe that we know 
a dream is from God when it mirrors his 
love and concern for the world. I often 
ask people to describe their dreams.

One Sunday after church, we sat around 
our dining room table with several inter-
national students from Malawi, Camer-
oon, and India who were attending ITS 
(International Theological Seminary) 
& Arcadia Community Church. I asked 
them, "What's your dream?"

Pastor Victor Chafa answered that 
question by describing a problem in his 
country. English speaking children in 
some parts of his country have not had 
school for four years because of political 
conflict. Thousands of IDP's (Internally 
Displaced People) were searching des-
perately for education for their children.

Imagine my surprise, when Victor told 
me later that no one had really ever 
asked him that question. As he described 
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his dream, he started down a new path with a vision inspired by God. What was the 
result? Instead of using their personal property to build a home for themselves, Victor 
and his wife decided to build a team to build a school. God is doing a miracle. Please 
pray for the Chafa family and this vital ministry!

God has given you influence and power to help others made in His image. The church 
is a gathered group of called-out ones, to help reconcile the world to God. When we 
work together, lives are changed for God’s glory and entire communities are trans-
formed. What is the dream God is putting on your heart? May we all be attentive to 
the dreams God places on our hearts to love our neighbors as ourselves. †

WE NEED TO HEAR FROM YOU! Have you done your all-church survey yet? 
Have you attended one of Pastor Larry ’s “Conversation” events? We are in a season 
of transition at Arcadia church, and a very essential part of this time is hearing your 
ideas, opinions, visions, and dreams for the congregation. The survey is available 
on line at https://www.sur veymonkey.com/r/ACCSURVEY2019. It will take you 
about 25 minutes to fill it out. You can choose to be completely anonymous, or you 
can identify yourself and send along your expanded ideas. (The survey is a short an-
swer format.)

Pastor Larry reports a very interesting and enjoyable time among the 5-15 people 
who gather for one of his “Conversations With Pastor Larry”. This one-hour time of 
two-way dialogue will give you a distinctive place and way to speak your mind and 
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also hear the ideas of others. There are still “Conversations” events available on Oct. 
5, Oct. 19, (Saturday mornings), Oct. 17 and 24 (Thursdays 7 PM) and a few more 
yet to be scheduled.

Please note: you do not have to be a member on the rolls in order to take the survey 
or attend a “Conversation”. If you are a regular worshiper or attender, you are part of 
the Arcadia Community family and we want to hear from you!

PLEASE!!! TAKE THE SURVEY! COME TO A CONVERSATION. 
LET US HEAR YOU!!!

Among the great events at Arcadia Com-
munity Church for the last decade has 
been the end-of-October Trunk or Treat. 
Here the church has provided a safe place 
to come in costume, get a few treats, and 
also to learn about the life and existence 
of the church. We have had decorated 
cars, fun themes, and special entertainers 
and communicators who tell the gospel 
story to children and their families who 
attend. Neighbors have gathered, and 
lots of Arcadia Community Church vol-
unteers of all ages have given generously 
of their time and energy. It has been a 
wonderful event.

We have observed that, after being 
among the pioneers of the Trunk or 
Treat, now there are many other churches 
and city park programs doing the Trunk 
or Treat program idea, with varying de-
grees of success. Hopefully, many more 
children and families are being reached 
by these events and brought into the life 
of churches across the community.

Last January, our children’s ministry team 
made the decision that, with so many 
other churches doing Trunk or Treat, 

and with the great demand of volunteers 
that the effort puts on our congregation, 
we might try to lead our families and our 
communities in a different direction. It 
was decided NOT to offer Trunk or Treat 
in 2019, while the church is in a period of 
transition and re-direction in leadership.

With this in mind, our Family Pastor Sam 
Knottnerus and Evie are making plans 
to greet the many children and families 
who come to their doorstep on Hallow-
een night, provide a novel experience, and 
also information as well as an invitation 
to Arcadia Community Church. We are 
suggesting that others do the same, and 
use this night of fun and activity as a 
means of identifying what the church is, 
and what we have to offer in our Sunday 
school, youth group, Preschool, and wor-
ship opportunities.

We encourage all members and friends of 
Arcadia church to do the same thing. See 
Pastor Sam for a whole panoply of good 
ideas! Thanks for your help and support 
over the years of Trunk or Treat, and lets 
see what the coming years brings us!

WHAT, NO TRUNK OR TREAT??


