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If you’re anything like me, life seems 
like it’s just flying right by and there are 
times when you look back and wonder 
where the time has gone.  Days, weeks, 
months, even years go by and it seems 
like it’s all happened in a flash.  It’s said 
that the young generation of today is the 
most fast-paced, busy and inundated 
generation of them all.  Working as a 
youth director has given me more than 
ample evidence of that being the case.
 
Not only do I work with teens and pre-
teens, I work in Arcadia, where it’s not only 
expected that you have a perfect G.P.A. 
but that you participate in as many extra-
curricular activities as possible, whether 
it be sports, music, clubs, afterschool 
jobs, internships, tutoring, Advanced 
Placement courses, the list goes on.  I 
work with some of the busiest people 
on the planet – and they’re only in their 
youth.
 

As their spiritual director, I’m constantly 
praying and planning around a way 
to ensure that this fast-paced existence 
of theirs doesn’t cost them their faith 
in God.  With so much going on it can 
become so easy for Jesus, church 
fellowship and personal devotion to take 
a backseat.  The dangerous irony in all 
of it is that what’s being sacrificed is the 
most important thing in one’s life – for the 
sake of lesser, but somehow apparently 
more urgent things.
 
One influential pattern in the Old 
Testament that has struck me as a great 
solution to this is the habit of remembering 
and reflecting.  All throughout the Old 
Testament, there are stories of leaders 
urging people to not only remember 
significant events of God’s hand in 
their lives, but to be in the practice of 
communicating these things regularly to 
one another and to the generations that 
followed them.  Sometimes stones were 
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SAVE THE DATE
September 9      Greenleaf Press 9:00am & 12:00pm Patio
September 11      SPARKS  5:00pm  Fellowship Hall & Lounge
September 13      Shoebox Packing 9:00am Fellowship Hall
September 14      Family Faith Night 6:00pm Fellowship Hall & Lounge
September 14      Parent Info Night 6:00pm B101
September 16      Discovering Ministry 9:00am  Conference Room
September 18      Trustees Meeting 7:00pm  Conference Room
September 23      Discovering Ministry 9:00am  Conference Room
September 25      Session Meeting 7:00pm  Adoration Chapel
September 30      Discovering Ministry 9:00am  Conference Room
September 30      Annual Congregation Business Meeting  After the Service

NEWSLE T TER

VBS Sunday 2018

Arcadia Conservatory of Music - Children’s 
Choir
Let’s Sing! Arcadia Conservatory of Music Children’s Choir 
is recruiting singers from 2nd to 6th grades. Rehearsals 
are on Thursdays at 4:00pm, Sept. 13 to Dec. 6 with 
two performances. Total 12 rehearsals at $95. For more 
information, please contact Christina Liu (O) 626-215-0757 or 
e-mail arcadiaconservatory@gmail.com.

Handbell Choir Rehearsals
Thursdays at 6:00pm starting September 20
Have you ever desired to play a musical instrument? Would 
you like to find a way to contribute to the church? Well, the 
handbell choir might be just the place for you! The Handbell 
Choir (Ding-a-lings) is recruiting new ringers and will start 
rehearsals at 6pm on Thursday, Sept. 20, in B101. The Ringers 
are blessed with a talented (and very patient) teacher who 
donates her time to the group. Rehearsal time is from 6-7pm 
every Thursday. Please consider ringing the bells for Jesus. 
You will develop your musical skills as well as make many 
new friends. For more information, please contact Christie 
Curtis at 626-483-7123 or e-mail christie.curtis@gmail.com. 
Looking forward to seeing you there!

CCSM Parent Info Night
Friday, September 14th at 6:00pm in B101
If you have children in 6th-12th grade, come hear about our 
program, our goals, what students are participating in, and 
how we want to partner with you as spiritual leaders.

SPARKS
Tuesday, September 11th at 5:00pm
Sparks potluck is Tuesday, Sept. 11! Make your reservations 
by Friday, Sept. 7. Put these dates on your calendar! We 
meet in Fellowship Hall at 5:00 and eat at 5:15. You need 
to bring your place setting as well as your favorite potluck 
dish! Yum! Call or email Evy Hamm (ewhamm@att.net; 
626-445-0831; or 818-823-5493). It will be so good to see 
everyone. Whoopee!

Shoebox Packing
Thursday, September 13th at 9:00am
Help us fill our Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes at a 
packing party on 9/13. We’ll supply the stuff (toys, school 
supplies, hygiene products), if you’ll supply the warm hearts 
and willing hands. Last year, our shoeboxes joined the 12 
million that touched the lives of children in over 100 different 
countries. For many of these children, this will be the first 
gift they ever receive. Each shoebox is accompanied by 
a booklet that teaches the child about Jesus, and the gifts 
inside the box help open the child’s heart to that message. 
Hope to see you there!

1ST & 3RD WEDNESDAYS
9:30 - 11:30am

Moms
MASTERPIECE

MOPS – Masterpiece Moms 
1st & 3rd Wednesdays from 9:30am - 11:30am
Masterpiece Moms is a space for moms with children aged 
kindergarten and below to: come together and glean from 
one another, experience refreshment in their walk of faith, 
grow deeper in friendship, and embrace their belovedness 
as God’s unique masterpieces.  Childcare is provided for the 
children.  If you’d like to join us on this journey, please contact 
Evie Knottnerus by calling or texting (626) 656-3843.  

Family Faith Night
Friday, September 14th at 6:00pm
Build faith in your family with our church family. Share a meal, 
do some fun crafts and games, and learn a life changing 
lesson you can talk about when you go home! For parents 
and grandparents with children up to 5th grade. Older kids 
can join with the youth group which meets at the same time. 
Meets in the Lounge.

Discovering Ministry
Sundays, September 16, 23, 30 at 9:00am in the 
Conference Room
In this exciting new class, you will learn how God can use 
your Spiritual gifts, Heart (passions), Abilities, Personality, 
and Experiences to help to others. Join us in the Conference 
Room at 9:00am. Class will be held September 16, 23, and 
30.

Women’s Book Club
2nd and 4th Tuesday Evenings from 8:30-9:30pm
Women’s Book Club - a place to connect and grow amidst 
lively discussion. We meet the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of every 
month at Evie’s house from 8:30-9:30pm. If you want to 
socialize come at 8:15pm! Our current book is “The 5 Little 
Questions” by Dannah Gresh. For more information contact 
Evie Knottnerus, beautifulmasterpieceofgod@gmail.com or 
(626)656-3843.

H.U.G.S. - Helping U Grow Spiritually
1st and 3rd Tuesday Evenings from 8:30-9:30pm
HUGS is a safe space for women to connect with other 
women through the journey of learning about God and 
His Word and asking and finding answers to today’s life 
questions. We meet the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of every month 
at Evie’s house from 8:30-9:30pm. If you want to socialize come 
at 8:15pm! For more information contact Evie Knottnerus, 
beautifulmasterpieceofgod@gmail.com or (626)656-3843.



Hello all!
We’re into a new school year and excited 
for what’s ahead for the fall 2018 season.  
Here’s what’s happening!

FRIDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP
EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT, 6:00-8:30PM IN 
ROOM 14
We are currently studying the Book of 
Hebrews on Friday nights in a series 
titled, Jesus is Greater.  It’s been such an 
important study that has moved us to 
become more and more grateful for the 
life and ministry of Jesus, especially in light 
of what a relationship with God required 
prior to Jesus coming to the earth and 
offering redemption.  We meet Friday 
Nights from 6:00-8:30pm in the youth 
room, where in addition to Bible Study we 
have games, worship through music, and 
discussion times.  We ask that you invite all 
the 6th-12th grade friends you know! 

PARENT INFO NIGHT
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 14TH FROM 6-7PM IN 
B101
It’s that time of year again where we ask 
parents of students in our program to 
touch base on our goals for the students 
this year and how we can partner 
together to help you as spiritual leaders of 
your children. It will include an informative 
portion from Andrew along with some 
time for group discussion for parents to 
support one another. We ask that all 
parents attend this meeting.

That’s it for September.  Please join in 
praying that students would be made 
more like Christ this school year!

Thank you!

Andrew Ritiau
Director of Youth

andrew@arcadia.church

erected as a symbolic representation 
that “something amazing happened 
here! Let’s never forget it!”
 
One such moment was when a 
passionate Moses was telling the people 
of God not to forget His powerful victory 
over the men of Baal-peor.  Moses takes 
a moment to celebrate with the people, 
but also says this: 9 “Only take care, and 
keep your soul diligently, lest you forget 
the things that your eyes have seen, 
and lest they depart from your heart all 
the days of your life. Make them known 
to your children and your children’s 
children—“ (Deut. 4:9).
 
Moses was essentially saying that if 
they didn’t take the time to remind 
themselves and inform their children 
and grandchildren, that these great 
feats would be forgotten...forever.  How 
easy for us to forget what God is doing 
in our lives when we’re constantly on the 
go, hardly ever leaving ourselves time to 
reflect and let the good work of God sink 
in.
 
This past summer we held a Senior 
Retreat for our graduating High School 
class of 2018.  Rather than the typical 
lecture format, we used all of our 

sessions to spend some time reflecting 
and recalling all of the ways God has 
impacted their lives during their time at 
youth group.  This was all in the spirit of 
sealing these moments in order that they 
would not easily be forgotten as they 
enter into the daunting season of their 
lives called college.  If anything, they are 
going to need all the help they can get 
in a statistically faith-challenging time in 
their lives.
 
How are you leaving space to reflect?  Do 
you regularly pause to ensure that we’re 
not missing or forgetting how God is at 
work in our lives?  I would encourage us 
all to be in the regular habit of reflecting 
with friends, family, parents, children, 
and grandchildren alike.  Let’s not let the 
good things God is doing become lost 
in the fast-paced nature of life, lest we 
forget how incredibly good He is!

Blessings,

Andrew Ritiau
Director of Youth

“It was the best of times, it was the worst 
of times, it was the age of wisdom, it 
was the age of foolishness, it was the 
epoch of belief, it was the epoch of 
incredulity…”

I begin this month’s Corner with a quote 
from the first page of Dickens’ classic 
novel written in 1859. Although it was set 
during the time of the French Revolution 
and some turmoil in England, Europe 
and written just before our Civil War, 
I believe it is also applicable to the 
upheaval we are experiencing in our 
government with some new controversy, 
scandal or other issues that just never 
seem to end. Well, as the above quote 
indicates, history tells us upheaval has 
occurred before and will no doubt 
occur again. Only the Lord continues to 
be constant and never changing and 
that is what we Christians can always 
count on, PTL.

Back to the normal stuff, can you 
believe Labor Day is upon us and 
school is back in session? Time just 
seems to go so quickly. Hope you had 
a great summer, are now ready to get 
back to normal and ready for all of the 
fall activities and exciting holidays.

As always, September is a busy month 
and is also the month for our Annual 

Congregational and Business meeting. 
This year it will be on the last Sunday 
of the month, the 30th, and will begin 
immediately following the service. 
Please be sure to circle it on your 
calendars and plan on attending. We 
will be reviewing the Annual Report 
and 2018 fiscal budget as well other 
important items, including approval of 
the Senior Pastor’s Compensation. Look 
forward to seeing you all there.

Also, I am still accepting 
recommendations for Elder candidates 
and will be having a CNC meeting 
soon, to consider candidates for 
nomination and for 2 volunteers for 
possibly serving in next year’s CNC.

These continue to be exciting and busy 
times in the life of our beloved church 
as we continue to be “WECOMING 
PEOPLE OF ALL GENERATIONS ON A 
SPIRITIAL JOURNEY TO BECOME FULLY 
DEVOTED FOLLOWERS OF JESUS CHRIST.”

Blessings to you all,

Bob Garner
Clerk of Session

clerk@arcadia.church
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Follow us for updated information and pictures about Arcadia Community Church
 on social media.
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Elizabeth House has provided shelter, 
hope and support to homeless and 
abused pregnant women and their 
children by addressing their physical, 
emotional, spiritual, and economic 
needs in a nurturing Christ-centered 
atmosphere. Elizabeth House has been 
serving women and nearly 400 children 
for more than 20 years as the only 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization in the 
SG Valley specifically addressing the 
needs of pregnant women with small 
children who need adequate shelter 

and prenatal care. 

During the month of September we 
will be taking donations of any of the 
following items (diapers- all sizes, baby 
wipes, personal hygiene items, towels 
and wash cloths, twin bedding, gift 
cards to Target, Ralph’s or Vons) on or 
before the first Sunday in October when 
we will present them to the Director.

Thank you for your generosity for our 
Deacon Projects.

HANDS ON MISSIONS & MISSION MOMENTS

JUNE 2018 FINANCIAL SUMMARY
June 2018

Actual Budget

Income 49,314 84,362

Expenses 114,638 121,165

Net Income (loss) (65,324) (36,803)
 

Year Ended June 2018

Actual Budget

Income 892,635 924,899

Expenses 889,495 920,977

Net Income (loss) 3,140 3,922

KIDS CONNECT
FAMILY FAITH NIGHT - WATER NIGHT
Friday, September 14th at 6:00pm
Come for dinner and prepare to get 
wet during our game time following our 
meal. There will be water games for all 
ages and a conversation about what 
it means when Jesus says, “I am the 
Water of Life.”  Suggested donation of 
$10 per family.

PRESCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL
Parents of Preschoolers – for the next 12 
weeks our Sunday School during the 
church service is being led by puppets. 
Don’t let your kids miss out on the fun 
learning!

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
TEACHERS MEETING
Sunday, September 9th 9:00am
Join us for a bite to eat, meet, circle up, 
and get on the same page.

PRESCHOOL AT ARCADIA COMMUNITY
Going back to school was always 
considered the beginning of fall, but 
now that schools go back in August, that 
line seems blurred. The temperature also 
agrees that it’s still summer, especially 
this year. We have been busy the entire 
summer at preschool. Our summer 
numbers are smaller because of vacations 
but there were plenty of children to keep 
us hopping and having fun! We also had 
to say goodbye to 31 graduates as they 
moved on to Kindergarten and TK. We 
pray God directs them their entire lives!

We began this 2018-19 year on August 
13 with 101 children including 30 infants 
and toddlers. We started this year with 
one more child then last year. We have 
4 sets of twins this year and one of our 
teachers that attended when she was 
little is the mommy to one set of twins. 
From generation to generation God is 
faithful! Since we changed to a full day 
preschool five years ago this August, we 
have served 316 families with a large 
percentage having 2-3 children attending 
in the same family. This past and current 
year we have served 64 new families with 
the remainder being returning families. 
Each one of those families heard the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ! What an amazing 
testimony that God’s Word is going out 
into our communities and the world 
through our preschool families!

Isaiah 55:11 says: “So shall My word be 
that goes forth from My mouth; it shall not 
return to Me void, but it shall accomplish 

what I please, and it shall prosper in 
the thing for which I sent it.” God has 
brought us families from every religious 
background including atheists. It is a true 
“God thing” that families that hate our 
Jesus would pay to put their children in 
our church school. Their children have 
learned to pray and sing worship songs 
and they go home telling Bible truths 
to their families. Their parents sit in the 
Sanctuary multiple times throughout the 
year hearing God’s Word and listening to 
their children sing about Jesus because 
we are very intentional to have parents sit 
through a chapel service every time they 
come for a special event.

We are still having multiple families 
coming each week for tours and we are 
constantly praying that God brings the 
families He wants to our school. Thank you 
for your prayers and support for this vital 
church ministry! God is faithful and His 
favor and blessings are on us constantly!

Have a blessed fall!

Billie Turner
Preschool Director

Preschool # (626) 445-9764


