
J U N E  2 0 2 0  |  V O L U M E  3 9  |  N O .  6

A R C A D I A  C O M M U N I T Y  C H U R C H

N E W S L E T T E R



s I prepared this, my last newsletter ar-
ticle, I reflected on the last eleven years 

and I saw your faces. While I have also been 
looking forward to this new call of God on 
our lives and the work He has ahead of us, 
I also wrestle with the difficulty of saying 
goodbye to you, our dear church. 

There is an old spiritual that I love to 
hum, “this world is not my home, I’m just 
a passin’ through, my treasures are laid up, 
somewhere beyond the blue, the angels 
beckon me, from heaven’s open door, and I 
can’t feel at home in this world anymore.” 
Whenever I come to a major milestone in 
my life, I find myself singing this song and 
thinking about how we are all here on earth 
temporarily. My parents nurtured in me a 
sense that I was born for a mission, and 
that I needed to go wherever God called 
me. During my childhood, my father used 
to remind my mother, “hold loosely, he is 
on loan to us from God.” 

Even if we live in the same town our whole 
lives, we are all still temporary, and one 
day we will see the Lord face to face in all 
of His glory. I don’t know about you, but 
I dream about that moment when nothing 
else matters except standing before God. 
By the free gift of grace through Jesus, I 

A will one day stand before the God of my 
salvation.  At that moment, my prayer is 
that He would say to me, “well done good 
and faithful servant.”

There are only two things in life that are 
eternal, God’s Word, and people. Taxes may 
be permanent, but they are not eternal. Be-
cause that is true, I want to share God’s 
Word with as many people as I can, and 
take as many people with me to heaven as 
possible. This is where, as my church family, 
I found myself aligned most with you.
When I think through this leg of our jour-
ney, I remember how we personally prayed 
together as Donna McDonald posted re-
quests on the prayer chain. When we held 
Trunk or Treats or Vacation Bible School, 
you donated according to the need and 
showed up to care for little people and their 
families. When people at the Door of Hope 
were hungry, you fed them. When the la-
dies at Elizabeth House needed diapers and 
other supplies for their babies, you built 
"towers of blessings". When people were 
searching for answers, you prayed and many 
responded to Jesus. When new believers 
took baptism, you witnessed their faith. In 
these and so many other occasions, I can 
honestly say what the Apostle Paul said to 
the church in Philippi: 
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CALL FOR A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION
Sunday, June 14, 2020 @ 11:45AM on Zoom

The Session of Arcadia Community Church has called for a special meeting of the 
congregation on Sunday, June 14 at 11:45 AM.  The purpose of this meeting is to 
elect the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) which will carry out the search for 
the next Installed Pastor for the congregation.  Due to the current restrictions of the 
pandemic, this congregational meeting will be conducted by Zoom conferencing. 
 
Any members who feel uncertain about the use and procedures of the Zoom meeting 
procedure are urged to contact Pastor Larry (revbal@arcadia.church) or Evy Hamm 
(ewhamm@att.net or 626-445-0831)
 
After a nomination and self-nomination process which began November 1 with forms 
available in the church office, the Session has interviewed and settled on eight people 
to be nominated to serve on the PNC:  They are members Rosemary Allen, Cherry 
Gan, Erin Fong, Ellie Lee, Raivo Partma, Tony Rutherford, Steve Tamura, and Mary 
Jo Wilson. The floor will be open for further nomination, but no one may be nomi-
nated unless they have been contacted in advance.
 
All members of the congregation are urged to attend this  meeting.  No other business 
may be conducted.

SESSION REPORT
In significant action in recent meetings, the Session of Arcadia Community Church 
(board of ruling elders):
1. Voted to approve the opening of the Arcadia Community Church Preschool on 

June 15, 2020 with a limited enrollment, subject to all guidelines of the CDC 
Guidance for Child Care Programs, and state and regional licensing guidelines.

2. Voted to continue worship services online in the month of June and re-consider 
worship location on a month to month basis.  This restriction includes the use of 
the church properties by our nesting churches.  We continue to watch closely the 
rulings on the COVID-19 from government agencies.

3. Heard a report and vision paper from Associate Pastor for Congregational Life & 
Education Andrew Ritiau and team, outlining ideas for a second worship venue 
at Arcadia Community, projected for Sunday afternoons.

4. Voted to extend the current fiscal year to December 2020, and then shift the fis-
cal year to coincide with the calendar year.

5. Approved giving opportunities for the congregation to share in the ministries 
of Door of Hope (Youth Group fundraiser) and drilling a water well for Victor 
Chafa's school ministry in Cameroon.

Dear Arcadia Community Church, (Philippians 1:3-6)
I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray 
with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being con-
fident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until 
the day of Christ Jesus.

Finally, I do thank God for each of you. I am grateful that together we were partners in 
welcoming people on the spiritual journey to become fully devoted followers of Christ. 
You have been a significant part of my spiritual journey, and for that I am grateful. I want 
to encourage you to continue to seek first God’s kingdom, fight the good fight of faith, 
and finish well the course that God has called you to. He is able!

Because Jesus made us Family,
Pastor Sam Knottnerus †



Interim Pastor   Rev. Larry Ballenger
Family Ministry   Sam Knottnerus
Cong. Life & Education  Andrew Ritiau
Operations Manager   Sonja Woosley
Office Manager  Erin Cruz
Accountant  Alma Figueroa
Preschool Director  Billie Turner

Music Conservatory  Katherine Yu
Worship/Graphic Design  Shawn Halim
Video  Amir Abdelmalek
Multimedia Intern  Robert Hernandez
Sound  Shady Abdou
Custodians   Andrew Tirtasamudra
  Sarah Tithof


