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You know the name Michelangelo, 
but have you heard of Colalucci? 
Michelangelo created some of the 
world’s greatest and most familiar works 
of art, including the ceiling and altar wall 
of the Sistine Chapel. Gianluigi Colalucci 
was the Chief Restorer of the great 
artist’s work in what may be one of the 
most significant art restoration projects in 
history. 

A look at the work of both the painter 
and the restorer tells us something about 
the patience it takes to restore. The total 
time to paint was twelve years. The 
restoration project, begun by Colalucci 
took fourteen years. The restoration took 
longer than the original painting! 

This begs the question - why restore it at 
all? If it takes so long to restore something, 
why not just throw it away and start 
over? The answer in the case of the 
Sistine Chapel is obvious: it was restored 

because it is a priceless work of art.

When you look at the people in your 
life, do you see the beauty of God’s 
image stamped on their life? Even more, 
I wonder if we are compelled to share 
the best news the universe has to offer, 
the good news of Jesus with these who 
are loved by God? Sometimes we look 
at people and don’t see what God 
sees. All we see is the mess. Then again, 
sometimes when we look in the mirror, 
all we see is a mess. Yet, God has made 
us and wants to restore us with all the 
vibrance of His original intention.

This Fall, we are praying and dreaming 
about forming a team who will explore 
what it means to present Christ to a 
world that desperately needs restoration. 
Our tool is the Alpha Course. Alpha is a 
series of sessions exploring the Christian 
faith, typically run over eleven weeks. 
Each talk looks at a different question 
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July 7       VBS Training Day   9:00am Room 201
July 9 - 13      Vacation Bible School   3:00pm  Sanctuary
July 19       Shoebox Packing   9:00am Fellowship Hall
July 17       Trustees Meeting   7:00pm Conference Room
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August 17      CCSM 2018-2019 Kickoff  6:00pm Room 14
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Graduation Sunday 2018

Super Summer Supper Series
June 2018 - August 2018
Super Summer Suppers are starting up again in June. 
Suppers will continue through June, July and August. 
Sign up for one, two or three dinners all summer. Savor 
the chance to have a casual dinner, relax and meet 
new people or re-acquaint yourself with old friends.  Sign 
up at the Welcome Table in the church lobby.

Shoebox Packing
Thursday, July 19th at 9:00am - 1:00pm
Help us fill our Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes at a 
packing party on 7/19. We’ll supply the stuff (toys, school 
supplies, hygiene products), if you’ll supply the warm hearts 
and willing hands. Last year, our 2,300 shoeboxes joined 
the 12 million that touched the lives of children in over 100 
different countries. For many of these children, this will be 
the first gift they ever receive. For some, their favorite item is 
the toothbrush because sometimes a whole orphanage will 
share one toothbrush. Each shoebox is accompanied by 
a booklet that teaches the child about Jesus, and the gifts 
inside the box help open the child’s heart to that message. 
Hope to see you Thursday, July 19th at 9am!

Pursuing Peace Workshop
Saturday, August 25th from 9:00am - 4:00pm
The Bible clearly tells us that God wants us to be at peace 
with all people: Matthew 5:9, blessed are the peacemakers; 
Mark 9:50, be at peace with one another; Romans 12:16, live 
in harmony with one another; Ephesians 4:32, forgive one 
another. 

So what do we do when we have a conflict with another 
person? Do we hold a grudge? Do we stop speaking to the 
other person? What if we offend someone? Do we make light 
of our wrong or not own up to it? The Bible has the answer to 
resolving interpersonal conflict in a God-pleasing way.

On Saturday, August 25, we will have a Pursuing Peace 
workshop led by our long-time mission partners John and 

Laura S. The workshop will start at 9:00 and end at 4:00 with a 45 minute lunch and morning 
and afternoon breaks. The cost is $10.

If you are interested in learning how to be a peacemaker, please email us at info@arcadia.
church with Pursuing Peace in the subject line.



FRIDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP
Youth group will continue in the youth 
room all summer long! Every Friday night, 
from 6:00pm-8:30pm, we’ll be continuing 
our series Jesus is Greater: a Study of the 
Book of Hebrews. We’ll also take part in 
our usual games, worship, and discussion 
times.

VBS CREW LEADER+CROSS CULTURE
We’ll be hosting some fun nights for the 
VBS crew leaders to introduce them 
to youth group. Here’s what we’ve got 
planned:

GAME NIGHT
 Monday, July 9 | Youth Room
On Monday, July 9th, 6-8pm in Rm. 14 we’ll 
be hosting a GAME NIGHT where we’ll 
have a good time getting to know one 
another better.

ARCADIA’S BEST DANCE CREW  
Wednesday, July 11 | City-Wide
On Wednesday, July 11th, we’ll be hosting 
a fun music video scavenger hunt, called 
ARCADIA’S BEST DANCE CREW, where 
players will follow riddles to find locations 
around town where they’ll film dance 
moves to create a music video in the end. 
We’ll start and end in Rm. 14.

It’s going to be a lot of fun! We’re praying 
that these events help us welcome new 
people into the church community.

These three events go from 6-8pm and 
all youth are invited, even if you’re not 
serving at VBS. (Note: these events take 
the place of youth group that week.)

SUMMER ACTIVITIES
We’ll also keep you posted with other 
summer activities as we’ll definitely be 
taking advantage of the season off from 
school.  Make sure to check our page on 
the church website.

That’s summer! As always, we’re thankful 
for all of your prayers and support and we 
highly anticipate God’s movement in our 
ministry this season.

Andrew Ritiau
Director of Youth

andrew@arcadia.church

around faith and is designed to create 
conversation. If you want to grow in 
learning how to share your faith or have 
someone you want to introduce to Christ, 
find Pastor Sam and tell him you are 
interested in learning more.

Through the love of Christ, God is restoring 
the works of art, that is the human family. 
When you meet God, He causes you 
to look more and more like Jesus every 
day. It is often slow work, but He is patient. 
Look carefully, and you can picture Him 
gently wiping away the dirt and grime of 
the past, being careful not to destroy the 
underlying beauty He created in you. 
The promised completion of this project 
is almost beyond our imagination.

Join us on the journey this fall and pray 
for how God might use Alpha to reach 
our community. 

Check it out: https://alphausa.org/about 

Excerpted in part from 
“Putting It Together 
Again When It’s All 
Fallen Apart” by Tom 
Holladay,

Sam Knottnerus
Family Pastor

Happy Summer and Independence 
Day to all. Hopefully it will be a mild 
one with some more rain to continue 
relieving the terrible drought we have 
experienced here in our beloved 
California.

I am so happy to report that our Preschool 
program enrollment continues to do 
well when others in the area are still on 
the decline. The parent participation in 
our other church activities is also on the 
increase. Thanks to all the devoted staff 
led by Billie Turner, what a blessing to 
the community and our church.

Special thanks to Alison DeSurra, all 
the preschool assistants, all the youth 
and volunteers for a blessed and fun 
VBS experience for all involved. It’s so 
wonderful to have all these beautiful 
children gracing our campus every July 
and for the opportunity to introduce 
many, and their families, to the love of 
our beloved Savior Jesus Christ for the 

first time. What a privilege.

Happy anniversary and blessings to 
Sam, Evie and the Knottnerus’ family 
as they celebrate their first year living in 
the lovely new Manse in Monrovia, and 
as they continue to reach out to a new 
neighborhood, in the way they do so 
well, while getting settled into their new 
residence.

As a reminder, we are recruiting for new 
Elders and project managers for all the 
improvements to come on our campus. 
Email me or submit recommendations 
for nominees to Erin in the church office.

My best wishes for a safe and wonderful 
summer and may you all be refreshed 
and blessed in all your activities and 
travels.

Bob Garner
Clerk of Session

clerk@arcadia.church
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Follow us for updated information and pictures about Arcadia Community Church
 on social media.
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God has given us many opportunities 
to bless others through the ministries of 
Deacons. Our Ministry Teams include 
Bereavement, Communion, Door of 
Hope, Elizabeth House, the Monrovia 
Project, Take Them to Lunch, Visitation, 
and supporting our International 
Theological Seminary students. Through 
the Monrovia Project our church family 
helped the Deacons provide aid to 
underprivileged students at a local 
elementary school. We supplied 
clothing, school supplies, hygiene 

bags, feminine products, emergency 
lunch assistance, and supplemental 
learning programs to students in 
need. They also served the teachers 
a special lunch at the end of the year 
and have begun helping them equip 
their auditorium with a good sound 
system. If you are interested in joining 
us in any of these Ministries stop by the 
Care and Compassion Table for more 
information. Thank you for the support 
you have given to all these ministries 
throughout the year.

HANDS ON MISSIONS & MISSION MOMENTS

MAY 2018 FINANCIAL SUMMARY
May 2018

Actual Budget

Income 62,035 74,312

Expenses 85,879 65,793

Net Income (loss) (23,844) 8,519
 

Eleven Months Ended May 2018

Actual Budget

Income 843,320 840,537

Expenses 774,857 799,812

Net Income (loss) 68,463 40,725

SUMMER PUBLICITY
Jean Fraser Fund
Looking for a place to donate money 
that will be used for persons going 
into the mission fields or ministry, or a 
worthwhile mission project? The Jean 
Fraser Fund was created in 1989 by a 
gift from long time Arcadia Presbyterian 
Church (Now ACC) member Jean 
Fraser.

The $46,000 gift was set up as an 
endowment and until this month, only 
the earnings have been spent. In the 
past 29 years, the endowment has given 
away $136,000 to provide scholarships 
to 23 students, as well as supporting 19 
various mission projects, which include 
Shoebox and ICTHUS.

Please consider making a gift to this 
fund if you are passionate about 
educating others for service to our Lord, 
or wish to further mission projects. Not all 
of us are gifted in evangelism, but we 

can serve by helping with the training 
of others, and supporting organizations 
which do evangelize.

Presbyterian Women (PW)
PW is an organization that meets 4 
times a year in Fellowship Hall for lunch. 
We define our purpose as to nurture 
our faith through prayer and the Bible. 
A Bible reading and prayers are offered 
at each lunch. We also support the 
mission of the church worldwide through 
donations both local, as in the Monrovia 
Schools Project, as well as global, as 
in World Vision. We aim to build an 
inclusive, caring community of women, 
as can be noted in our programs. 
Although started for women, men are 
always welcome. Come join us for fun 
and fellowship such as a Birthday Party 
for all, entertaining musical programs, 
and for other programs that include 
religious speakers both local and world 
renown.

PRESCHOOL AT ARCADIA COMMUNITY
This school year flew by and we had to 
say goodbye to our students going on to 
kindergarten. Some of them have been 
at our school since they were babies 
and some for only a few months. It is sad 
to see them leave but we are blessed 
to know they are prepared to move 
into elementary school and all of the 
wonderful experiences awaiting them. 
They will always be ‘our babies’ and we 
love each one. Psalm 127:3 says: “Children 
are a gift from the Lord; they are a reward 
from Him.” (NLT) We also said goodbye to 
three of our wonderful teachers. They are 
moving on to new adventures. God has 
brought us two new amazing teachers to 
fill the voids! God is always faithful to His 
children and He has a perfect plan that 
we do not always see! We are excited 
for the new staff, and the staff we have 
currently.

162 children went through our school this 
year from last July 2017 through June 2018. 
Each child heard the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and so did their families. Praise 
God! We are waiting for the final Cottage 
approval from State Licensing and then 
we will open our new TK/Kindergarten 
class this fall. With the Cottage expansion 
we will be able to educate and share 
Christ’s love with 99 children per day for 
preschool and 30 children per day in our 
infant/toddler program. We know God 
is in control and as long as we follow His 
guidance, our preschool will be doing 
the right thing. 2 Corinthians 9:8 says: “And 

God is able to make all grace abound 
toward you; that ye, always having all 
sufficiency in all things, may abound to 
every good work.” (KJV) Romans 8:28 
says: “And we know that all things work 
together for good to them that love God, 
to them who are the called according to 
his purpose.” (KJV)

We are having a wonderful, busy, and 
full summer. Our new school year, 2018-
19, will begin August 13. Please pray for 
our staff as they get to know each other 
and the children. Please pray for wisdom 
and guidance as we plan for the new 
school year. Philippians 1:3-6 reminds me 
of each of you. “I thank my God every 
time I remember you. In all my prayers for 
all of you, I always pray with joy because 
of your partnership in the gospel from 
the first day until now, being confident of 
this, that He who began a good work in 
you will carry it on to completion until the 
day of Christ Jesus.” Thank you for your 
prayers and may God bless each one 
of you and bless you with a wonderful 
summer. “You did not choose me; I chose 
you. And I gave you this work: to go and 
produce fruit, fruit that will last. Then the 
Father will give you anything you ask for in 
My name.” (NCV) John 15:16.

Billie Turner
Preschool Director

Preschool # (626) 445-9764


