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“Is it possible for someone to be a 
Christian without being a disciple?”

I was recently met with this question in 
a seminary class and to be completely 
honest, I was baffled. Why? Because of 
the ambiguity with which I understood 
these terms. Sadly, the definitions I had 
learned throughout my upbringing in 
church weren’t really helping.  So what’s 
the answer? And why is this an important 
question?

Let’s define the terms first. 

Looking to the Bible for a better 
understanding of these terms makes for 
quite the interesting discovery. First off, 
the term “Christian” only occurs three 
times in the Bible. Scholars hold that the 
term did not even come from the church 
itself but from those outside the church, 
and they commonly hold that it was a 
derogatory term. Jesus never used this 
term to refer to His followers.

The term “disciple,” however, appears 
close to 300 times.  This is the term Jesus 
used of His followers and how those in 
the church labeled themselves.  By this 
discovery alone, it seems we ought to be 
more concerned with being disciples 
before calling ourselves Christians.

So what is a disciple? Let’s look to the 
cultural context of Jesus’ day. Disciples 
were constant students, learners, 
and devoted apprentices. They were 
students and apprentices of a master or 
teacher called a Rabbi.  A disciple’s aim 
was to devote every waking moment of 
their whole lives to knowing what their 
Rabbi knew and doing what their Rabbi 
did.  They essentially were to become 
little versions of their Rabbi.  Interestingly, 
the term “Christian” literally means, 
“little Christ.” Given this, an accurate 
definition of an otherwise derogatory 
term, “Christian,” is that of a disciple who 
has in fact reached a point where they 
know what their Rabbi knows and can 
do what their Rabbi does. This begins 
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Moms
MASTERPIECE

MOPS – Masterpiece Moms 
1st & 3rd Wednesdays from 9:30am - 11:30am
Masterpiece Moms is a space for moms with children aged 
kindergarten and below to: come together and glean from one 
another, experience refreshment in their walk of faith, grow deeper 
in friendship, and embrace their belovedness as God’s unique 
masterpieces. Childcare is provided for the children.  If you’d like to 
join us on this journey, please contact Evie Knottnerus by calling or 
texting (626) 656-3843.  

Our MOPS Group

Joy of Living Women’s Bible Study
Tuesdays at 9:30am in the Conference Room
Join us as we study the Bible and share light refreshments 
together.  We meet Tuesdays from 9:30am - 11:45am in the 
Conference Room.  For more information, please contact La 
Verne Robinson: 626-445-2783.

ACM Spring Recital
Saturday, May 5th at 3pm
Arcadia Conservatory of Music (ACM) is having their Spring 
Recital 3:00pm, Saturday, May 5th in the Sanctuary. The 
performance includes various kinds of musical instruments and 
the Children’s Choir. A reception will be held following the Recital. 
All are welcome to encourage the students and teachers.

Women’s Book Club
2nd and 4th Tuesday Evenings from 8:30-9:30pm
Women’s Book Club - a place to connect and grow amidst 
lively discussion. We meet the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of every 
month at Evie’s house from 8:30-9:30pm. If you want to socialize 
come at 8:15pm! Our current book is “The 5 Little Questions” by 
Dannah Gresh. For more information contact Evie Knottnerus, 
beautifulmasterpieceofgod@gmail.com or (626)656-3843.

H.U.G.S. - Helping U Grow Spiritually
1st and 3rd Tuesday Evenings from 8:30-9:30pm
HUGS is a safe space for women to connect with other 
women through the journey of learning about God and 
His Word and asking and finding answers to today’s life 
questions. We meet the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of every month 
at Evie’s house from 8:30-9:30pm. If you want to socialize come 
at 8:15pm! For more information contact Evie Knottnerus, 
beautifulmasterpieceofgod@gmail.com or (626)656-3843.

SPARKS
Tuesday, May 8th at 5:00pm
Come join us in Fellowship Hall at 5:00pm for a potluck dinner 
and special time of fellowship. Many have been meeting 
together for a long time and we are always happy to have 
new friends joining us. Come share the fun and laughter. 
Contact Betty Bjerrum (bb_848@yahoo.com or 626 446 3656) 
before May 4 to make your reservation. Bring your favorite pot 
luck dish and your place setting.

Family Faith Night
Friday, May 11th at 6:00pm
Want to raise kids who are compassionate, respectful, 
responsible and grateful? Then serve others together as 
a family! Join us in Fellowship Hall as we pack “Operation 
Christmas Child” shoeboxes full of gifts for children all over the 
developing world. Pizza dinner will be served.

Arcadia Community Concert
Saturday, May 12th at 3:00pm
Arcadia Community Church welcomes all music lovers to a 
free concert on Saturday, May 12 at 3:00pm. The concert will 
last only one hour with light refreshments to follow. Featured 
will be ACC’s “Ding-a-lings” (aka bell choir) as well as their 
teacher, Mary Liao, an internationally renowned handbell 
soloist. Two children’s bell choirs will share their talents as well 
as some other very talented musicians. You do not want to 
miss this special musical treat!

Arcadia Community Picnic
Sunday, May 6th after church at the Arcadia Oak Tree 
Picnic Area
Mark it on your calendar and invite your friends and neighbors. 
There will be lots of fun and games for kids of all ages! We will 
also be having a Chili Cook-Off! This is going to be a great time of 
fellowship for everybody in the Arcadia Community family!

Presbyterian Women’s Lunch
Thursday, May 17th at 11:00am
Presbyterian Women invite EVERYONE to a special musical program 
presented by John Stothers. Reservations must be made no later 
than Monday, 5/14. All attendees will be asked for a donation of 
$10 payable at the door. Please call Anna Greenhalgh at (626) 
445-3275 to tell us you will be there. BE SURE TO INVITE A FRIEND. 
Doors open at 10:30AM. The program commences at 11:00AM and 
luncheon will be served at noon. Come early to shop and visit. Men 
are ALWAYS welcome.

SAVE THE DATE
Local Chinese History
Saturday, June 2nd at 10:00am at the Gilb Museum
Hear about the early history of Chinese in Arcadia. Eugene Moy, Board member of the 
Chinese Historical Society of So. California will be speaking at the Gilb Museum on Saturday,  
June 2nd at 10am. Mr. Moy will present the program “Chinese American Heritage of Arcadia 
and the San Gabriel Valley”. For more information contact the Museum at 626-574-5440 or Teri 
Weeks at 626-359-2162.



Hey everyone! Here’s what’s in store for 
May!

FRIDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP
We continue on with our awesome 
Friday night gathering from 6:00-8:30pm 
in the youth room.  In addition to an in-
depth Bible lesson, we’ll enjoy our regular 
games, worship music, and discussion 
times to further grasp what we read in 
Scripture.  It’s always a great time.  See 
you there and make sure to invite all the 
students you’d like!

GUYS & GIRLS OVERNIGHTER
It’s time for another overnighter!  This 
is one of our most highly anticipated 
events.  It is a time to get to know the 
other youth in a fun and memorable 
way! Guys will enjoy a night with Andrew, 
Jonathan and the other guys on the 
church campus, and girls will get to 
enjoy a night with Amanda, Becca and 
the other girls at the Ritiau home. This’ll 
take place May 18th-19th right after 

an abbreviated youth group.  It’s also 
proven to be a great way to introduce 
friends to youth group!  For more details, 
you can email Andrew at andrew@
arcadia.church.

UPCOMING EVENT: GRAD SUNDAY
On Sunday, June 10th, we’ll be joining 
together in our annual celebration 
of our promoting and graduating 
preschool, elementary, middle school, 
high school, college, and post-college 
students.  There will be a ceremony for 
them during Sunday worship and a 
celebration reception for the students to 
follow.  Don’t miss out!

That covers it for this May. Thank you for 
all of your prayer and support!

Andrew Ritiau
Director of Youth

andrew@arcadia.church

to make sense when we track the ways 
Jesus trained His disciples.

So, is that what we mean when we 
call ourselves Christians?  Imagine how 
sobering this was to ask myself.  When 
I am calling myself a Christian, am I 
implying that I know what Jesus knows 
and can do what Jesus does?  That 
seems somewhat daunting.

Who gets to be disciples? Are disciples 
only that group of super-Christians who 
go above and beyond?  The next-level-
Christian as opposed to your regular 
everyday Christian? It would seem 
from what we’ve discussed above 
that, if anything, that thinking is kind of 
backwards.

Please don’t hear me saying that we 
should not call ourselves Christians.  
Please do hear me inviting us into the 
reality that the Church has known since 
the time of Jesus.  If those who walked 
with Jesus – the ones who planted the 
Church – understood  themselves and 
those they were in community with as 
lifelong students and apprentices of 
Jesus, wouldn’t it make sense that we 
as the Church of today live in that same 
reality?

What kind of impact would it have 
on our lives to understand that we are 
disciples?  With all the pressure that 
might come with calling ourselves 
Christians, what kind of room for growth, 
trial and error, and grace comes along 
with being disciples?  What kind of clarity 
would it give us in life to have Jesus as a 
target to shoot for – to love like Him, serve 
like Him, speak and act with wisdom 
from the Spirit like Him?  How much of 
a difference would it make in this world 
if by doing the work of disciples people 
might actually see “little Christs” when 
they see us.  Does this intrigue you at 
all?  I know it intrigues me. I pray we can 
join together to embark on a journey of 
being disciples to witness the beautiful 
reality that comes along 
with it.

Andrew Ritiau
Director of Youth

Happy Cinco De Mayo and Memorial 
Day, the holidays synonymous with the 
beginning of summer.

This is also the second year of our 
most ambitious, Faith-Stretching, 
World-Impacting and God-Honoring 
Campaign in our 104 year history: 
“DARING FAITH.” Considering we have 
become the most diverse and world 
reaching church in our area over the 
last decade, this just makes sense for 
our direction to expand on where God 
has been leading us to be up to now.

This is a very exciting time to be part 
of this church and its ministry as we 
participate and observe the miracles 
that God will be directing us to go 
forward to, through prayers and 
commitment on this campaign. The 
privilege and blessing of being a 
part of this and our beloved Arcadia 
Community Church is truly inspiring. 
Thank You Lord.

Again, I remind everyone that we 
have several openings for Elders and 
Deacons and I want you all to consider 

serving in your area of expertise or 
consider nominating someone you 
know is qualified and has a desire to 
serve. We have openings in the areas 
of Campus Ministries, Trustees, Buildings 
and Grounds, and in Deacons for 
assisting on various committees. We 
have Nominating Forms available in 
the church office. Please give this some 
prayerful consideration.

As always, your Session continues to 
need and appreciate your support and 
prayers as we all move forward with the 
Lord’s work locally and globally, and 
continue to be “WELCOMING PEOPLE 
ON A SPIRITUAL JOURNEY TO BECOME 
FULLY DEVOTED FOLLOWERS OF JESUS 
CHRIST.”

Bob Garner
Clerk of Session

clerk@arcadia.church
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Tractors for Africa: 
Kenneth Phiri and Alfred Nyanda, both 
pastors from Malawi, have a vision of 
raising money from crops to help pay 
tuitions for girls to attend school and 
to build a library. Another tractor for 
Nigeria would help to support orphans 
and widows.

Our church hopes to raise funds for 
3 tractors, which would transform 
productivity and expand food 
production in their countries and 

help them to become self sufficient. 
Throughout May and ending in June 
you will hear more information about 
this project and how you can help.

The Deacons continue to work with 
underprivileged children at an 
elementary school in Monrovia. Stop by 
the Care and Compassion Table to see 
how you can join us in this ministry to the 
community and other ministries of the 
Deacons.

HANDS ON MISSIONS & MISSION MOMENTS

MARCH 2018 FINANCIAL SUMMARY
March 2018

Actual Budget

Income 69,523 66,717

Expenses 80,738 85,330

Net Income (loss) (11,215) (18,613)
 

Nine Months Ended March 2018

Actual Budget

Income 717,734 692,258

Expenses 622,105 668,480

Net Income (loss) 95,629 23,778 

PRESCHOOL AT ARCADIA COMMUNITY
Spring is in full swing and this year 
continues to fly by. Our Pre-K and TK 
classes will be having their Graduation 
Chapel Wednesday, May 30th at 10:30 
a.m. If you are available, please join us 
in wishing our graduates the best as 
they move on to the next chapter of 
their lives.

We are already in planning mode for 
the next school year that begins this 
August. Part of that planning process 
is getting everything prepared in order 
to open our new Kindergarten class 
in the Cottage. We believe this new 
ministry will benefit everyone; from the 
families we serve to the church. If you 
or someone you know is looking for a 
kindergarten with a family environment, 
Biblical teaching, small class size, one 
on one attention, and taught to the 
Standards, this is the place! Registration 
is open now for the Fall 2018.

We had a very successful and fun Open 
House in April. Over 300 people were in 
attendance with lots of families bringing 
not only themselves but extended 
family. Everyone shared a family potluck 
dinner, the children performed, there 
was a petting zoo and photo booth 
for the families, and the rooms looked 
amazing! Everywhere I looked there 
were smiles! Acts 2:46 says; “Every day 
they continued to meet together in the 
temple courts. They broke bread in their 

homes and ate together with glad and 
sincere hearts…” This verse sums up the 
evening.

Sunday, May 6th is going to be very 
special! We have invited our preschool 
staff and families to join us for our service 
and the picnic following. We are calling 
the service Preschool and Teacher 
Appreciation Sunday. Please help us 
thank the teachers and staff for their 
commitment and hard work throughout 
the year! “Dear brothers and sisters, 
we can’t help but thank God for you, 
because your faith is flourishing and 
your love for one another is growing.” II 
Thessalonians 1:3.

We are having a preschool/children’s 
ministry fundraiser at Mooyah’s in 
Monrovia on Wednesday, May 16th. This 
fundraiser will support both ministries, 
especially our upcoming VBS. Please 
join us for a juicy burger and shake and 
support our church at the same time. 
Thank you for your continued support 
and prayers for this vital church ministry 
and outreach. God bless you!

Billie Turner
Preschool Director

Preschool # (626) 445-9764


