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A few weeks ago, I spoke on Binding 
and Loosing from Matthew 18 where 
Jesus says, “I tell you the truth, whatever 
you forbid on earth will be forbidden in 
heaven, and whatever you permit on 
earth will be permitted in heaven.”

Several questions came from that 
teaching and I wanted to clarify and 
expand on it a bit.

THE BIBLE IS OUR AUTHORITY AND WE 
ARE UNDER ITS AUTHORITY
First of all, when Jesus gives the church 
the power to bind and loose things on 
earth and in heaven, that does not mean 
we have the authority to supersede 
the Bible or replace or remove the 
teachings of the Bible that apply to 
church. As Christians, we are informed 
by the practices of the temple as taught 
in the Old Testament and how they 
point to Jesus as the coming Messiah. 
At the same time, we do not have goat 
sacrifices or other animal sacrifices as 
part of our worship of God since these 

were fulfilled in Jesus’ sacrifice on the 
cross.

IT IS STILL OUR ROLE TO DETERMINE 
HOW TO APPLY COMMANDMENTS IN 
CHANGING ENVIRONMENTS
The Bible says to “remember the Sabbath 
and keep it holy.” It is a day set apart 
from the normal activities of making a 
living and is to be devoted to God and 
celebrated in worship and community 
as well. So, what if you are a fire fighter 
and you get called up on an emergency 
fire call in the San Gabriel mountains? 
Do you say I cannot go today as it is 
the Sabbath, or if the fire fighter goes 
and fights the fire is he/she sinning and 
violating the Sabbath? I would counsel 
them that they are not sinning, and in 
these exceptional cases they are serving 
others. Q: Is it a sin for the person whose 
house the fire is approaching to gather 
their belongings (work) and put them 
in their vehicle and flee the fire? A: No, 
they are protecting what they own and 
seeking to protect the welfare of their 
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IN THIS ISSUE:

PASTOR’S CORNER

March 4       All Nations Sunday   10:30am Sanctuary
March 4       CCSM Baptism Class   12:00pm  Conference Room
March 8       Shoebox Packing   9:00am Fellowship Hall
March 11      Discovering Community  12:00pm Conference Room
March 13      SPARKS    5:00pm Fellowship Hall
March 18      Baptism Sunday   9:00am Sanctuary
March 20      Trustees Meeting   7:00pm  Conference Room
March 22      PW Luncheon    10:30am  Fellowship Hall
March 25      Palm Sunday    10:30am  Sanctuary
March 27      Session Meeting   7:00pm  Adoration Chapel
March 29      Maundy Thursday Service  7:00pm  Sanctuary
March 30      Good Friday Experience  10:00am-8:00pm  Sanctuary
March 30      Office Closes at Noon

NEWSLE T TER

1ST & 3RD WEDNESDAYS
9:30 - 11:30am

Moms
MASTERPIECE

MOPS – Masterpiece Moms 
1st & 3rd Wednesdays from 9:30am - 11:30am
Masterpiece Moms is a space for moms with children aged 
kindergarten and below to: come together and glean from 
one another, experience refreshment in their walk of faith, 
grow deeper in friendship, and embrace their belovedness 
as God’s unique masterpieces.  Childcare is provided for the 
children.  If you’d like to join us on this journey, please contact 
Evie Knottnerus by calling or texting (626) 656-3843.  

CCSM Winter Retreat 2018

Joy of Living Women’s Bible Study
Tuesdays at 9:30am in the Conference Room
Join us as we study the Bible and share light refreshments 
together.  We meet Tuesdays from 9:30am - 11:45am in the 
Conference Room.  For more information, please contact La 
Verne Robinson: 626-445-2783.

SPARKS
Tuesday, March 13th at 5:00pm *NEW TIME*
Finney Premkumar will be sharing a talk “Faith & Science 
in the 21st Century” and looks forward to a Q&A time 
following his talk. He will also be singing some Country 
Western songs and leading all of us in community singing. 
The program starts at 6:30PM in the Lounge and will last 
until 8PM. If you would like to come for Potluck dinner at 
5:00PM in Fellowship Hall, call Betty Bjerrum 626-446-365 to 
make reservations.

Shoebox Packing
Thursday, March 8th at 9:00am in Fellowship Hall
Help us fill our Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes at a 
packing party. We’ll supply the stuff (toys, school supplies, 
hygiene products), if you’ll supply the warm hearts and 
willing hands. Last year, our 2,300 shoeboxes joined the 
12 million that touched the lives of children in over 100 
different countries. For many of these children, this will be 
the first gift they ever receive. For some, the favorite item is 
the toothbrush because sometimes a whole orphanage will 
share one toothbrush. Each shoebox is accompanied by 
a booklet that teaches the child about Jesus, and the gifts 
inside the box help open the child’s heart to that message. 
Hope to see you Thur., Mar. 8th at 9am!

NEW Music Program for ACM
Parent and Me Music Class
Recruiting Parents and Babies (6 M to 2-1/2 years old). Lessons 
will be held on Thursdays 10:15 – 11:00 AM.  Starts on April 
12 for 8 lessons at $96. Please call 626-215-0757 or e-mail 
arcadiaconservatory@gmail.com for details.

Discovering Community Class
Sunday, March 11th at Noon in B101
If you are interested in learning more about Arcadia 
Community Church, this is your next step. In this exciting class, 
you’ll discover the beliefs, strategy, structure and vision that 
serve as the foundation of Arcadia Community Church. Lunch 
will be served. RSVP at (626) 445-7470 or info@arcadia.church 
by Wednesday, March 7th.

Women’s Book Club
2nd and 4th Tuesday Evenings from 8:30-9:30pm
Women’s Book Club - a place to connect and grow amidst 
lively discussion. We meet the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of every 
month at Evie’s house from 8:30-9:30pm. If you want to 
socialize come at 8:15pm! Our current book is “The 5 Little 
Questions” by Dannah Gresh. For more information contact 
Evie Knottnerus, beautifulmasterpieceofgod@gmail.com or 
(626)656-3843.

H.U.G.S. - Helping U Grow Spiritually
1st and 3rd Tuesday Evenings from 8:30-9:30pm
HUGS is a safe space for women to connect with other 
women through the journey of learning about God and 
His Word and asking and finding answers to today’s life 
questions. We meet the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of every month 
at Evie’s house from 8:30-9:30pm. If you want to socialize come 
at 8:15pm! For more information contact Evie Knottnerus, 
beautifulmasterpieceofgod@gmail.com or (626)656-3843.



FRIDAY NIGHTS
We always have an awesome time at 
Friday night youth group and March is 
no exception.  If you or anyone you know 
is a 6th-12th grader and would love to 
join in fellowship, games, worship music, 
a sermon, and engaging discussion 
groups, come on out on Friday nights 
from 6:00-8:30pm in room 14.

BAPTISM SUNDAY
It’s that exciting time of year again: Youth 
Baptism Sunday!  We will be baptizing 
and confirming another class of students 
on Sunday, March 18 at the 10:30 worship 
service.  It is always incredible to witness 
this milestone in the students lives and to 
have the entire church there to support 
their declaration of faith.

GOOD FRIDAY EXPERIENCE
On March 30 from 6:00-8:30pm we will 
be attending the church’s Good Friday 
Experience in lieu of regular youth group.  
We will meet on the courtyard outside 
of the church sanctuary to observe the 
exhibit.  We’ll then gather in the youth 
room for some reflection on all that Christ 
has done for us.

It’s an eventful March this year and we 
look forward with great anticipation to 
what God is going to do among the 
students!

Andrew Ritiau
Director of Youth

andrew@arcadia.church

family and its memories.

WHEN IT COULD BE SIN
Q: But what if the same fire fighter 
intentionally takes as many overtime 
shifts on Sundays as possible and 
never participates in a church, so he/
she can make more money? It that 
violating Sabbath? A: Yes, that person is 
abandoning the community of believers 
and Paul warns against that as well in 
Hebrews 10:25.

Q: What about our family packing the 
car to flee from a fire, what if instead 
in the following weeks they open a 
new moving business that operates 
on weekends and keeps them from 
celebrating Sabbath any time during 
the week because of their other job? 
Would that be a violation of Sabbath? 
A: Yes.

WHY IT MATTERS
In binding and loosing we are not trying 
to be legalistic. We are seeking to be 
faithful in our time and circumstance. 
Paul spoke very harshly to a group of 
converts in Ephesus, they had been part 
of the ‘Goddess cult’ and they were well 
known for shouting down men in public, 
shaving their heads and dressing in male 
clothing. These practices were done to 
promote the feminine deity in the society 
as not subservient to men in any way. 
However, when they became followers 
of Jesus they maintained the cultural 
practices of the group they came from 
and it turned out to be very disruptive 
in the local church meetings, so much 
so that Paul finally said “I do not allow 
them to speak in the public meeting”. 
There was simply no way based on their 
maturity and where they had come from 
that they were able to moderate their 
speech in the early church gatherings. 

When the women from Walter Hoving 

Home came and shared their testimonies 
in worship, we were all blessed to hear 
how Jesus had transformed their lives. 
We did not prohibit them from sharing 
their stories because they were women. 
That would be out of place in our 
culture to silence someone because of 
their gender, because as Paul says in 
Galatians, “there is now neither male or 
female all are one in Christ.”

What are the things in your life that 
need binding because they get out 
of control if they are indulged even a 
little? Anger, jealousy, envy? A woman 
who met Jesus as a teenager grew up 
in a household that was obsessed with 
witchcraft and the occult. This woman 
became a full time employee in a 
church, but she still would watch some of 
these shows about séances and ghosts 
inhabiting homes, etc. She said she 
always felt “icky” afterwards and would 
have horrible dreams and feel very 
oppressed. I advised her that given her 
history this was a stronghold of the devil 
in her family’s life and she should avoid 
this kind of thing in her life in any form. I 
was recommending binding something 
for her, so she would be free from this 
form of oppression.

God’s desire for us is to be free from these 
kinds of entanglements so that our life of 
mission and service will be the fulfilling 
thing in our lives. May you be blessed as 
you practice binding 
and loosing in a spirit 
of Love and Grace 
instead of fear and 
retribution.

Jim Conner
Senior Pastor

Hello all! Can you believe Easter is 
on April 1st, only a month, wow. Also, 
Daylight Savings time starts again on 
March 11th (spring forward); first day 
of spring is the 20th. As I’ve said before, 
each passing year seems to go faster 
and faster.

We have several openings for Elders 
and Deacons and I want you all 
to consider serving in your area of 
expertise or consider nominating 
someone you know is qualified and has 
a desire to serve. We have openings in 
Campus Ministries, Trustees, Buildings & 
Grounds, and in Deacons for assisting 
on various committees. We have 
Nominating Forms available in the 
Church Office. Please give this some 
prayerful consideration. 

As I told everyone last month, this 
will be a busy year of updating and 
upgrading our campus to enable us to 
better serve our congregation and all 
the various nesting churches, as well as 
reaching out to the community for the 
purpose of generating self-supporting 
income from events. This also gives us 
the opportunity to expose more people 
of all ages and cultures to our friendly 
and inviting God-serving church that 
continues to be “Welcoming people 
on a spiritual journey to become fully 
devoted followers of Jesus Christ.”

Bob Garner
Clerk of Session

clerk@arcadia.church

Children’s Easter Egg Hunt
This month we will be collecting eggs 
filled with small toys, stickers, and 
wrapped candy (no chocolate please). 
You can bring them on any Sunday 
morning or drop them off at the church 
office anytime during the week. Please 
remember to do so from now until 3/28,  
and that’s no yoke!

Easter Sunday will be on Sunday, 4/1 
and our Easter Egg Hunt will take place 
immediately after the Sunday Morning 
Service (Noonish). Bring your cameras 
and the whole family for this Pinterest 
worthy occasion.

Good Friday - Adopt a Station!
Did last year’s Good Friday Experience 
move or touch you in a way that brought 
you closer to Jesus?  Every year more 
than 40 people help make our Good 
Friday Experience happen. We are 
looking for volunteers.

Would you, your family, friends, or small 
group be willing to adopt a station?  
You will be provided with everything 

you need to setup a single station on 
Thursday and take it down on Friday 
evening. By everyone pulling together 
and adopting a station, we can make 
this deeply touching service much 
easier to pull off.  Please call or email the 
church office to indicate your interest.

Good Friday Kids Edition – Experience 
the True Meaning of Easter
Stop in at the church anytime between 
10 AM and 8 PM with your children or 
grandchildren to experience the love 
of Jesus on a child’s level. In room B101, 
every station teaches about Jesus’  
journey with things they can touch, smell, 
taste, hear, see, and move! See a real 
crown of thorns, learn about the last 
supper and explore the empty tomb. It’s 
a wonderful way to get ready for Easter. 
Adults and older children may come 
to the Sanctuary for a profound and 
thought-provoking journey to the cross 
depicting the Passion of the Christ.

Sam Knottnerus
Family Pastor

sam@arcadia.church
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JANUARY 2018 FINANCIAL SUMMARY
January 2018

Actual Budget

Income 82,135 75,917

Expenses 58,044 65,030

Net Income (loss) 24,091 10,887
 

Seven Months Ended January 2018

Actual Budget

Income 579,806 550,899

Expenses 496,539 521,033

Net Income (loss) 83,267 29,866

At the Deacons’ Retreat in January, 
Pastor Sam spoke about our motives as 
Deacons. He encouraged us to allow 
God to control us and Christ’s love to 
compel us. With these encouraging 
words we shared how God has given 
us many opportunities to bless others 
through our Ministries. Stories were 
shared from our Ministry Teams which 
include Bereavement, Communion, 
Door of Hope, Elizabeth House, the 
Monrovia Project, Take Them to 
Lunch, Visitation, and supporting our 
International Theological Seminary 
students.

In March, we will be focusing on “The 

Monrovia Project”. The Project provides 
aid to underprivileged students at a 
local elementary school. It supplies 
clothing, school supplies, hygiene bags, 
feminine products, emergency lunch 
assistance, and supplemental learning 
programs to students in need. It also 
supports this group of students with a 
reading tutoring program. It benefits the 
whole school by providing programs 
such as the ITS students speaking to 4th 
and 5th graders in an assembly about 
the life of children in Africa.

If you are interested in joining us in any 
of these Ministries stop by the Care and 
Compassion Table for more information.

HANDS ON MISSIONS & MISSION MOMENTS

PRESCHOOL AT ARCADIA COMMUNITY
God is faithful to His children and I thank 
Him for that every day! In Deuteronomy 
30:16 Moses is speaking to the children 
of Israel. This verse also speaks to me 
and reminds me of God’s promises 
to Arcadia Community Church and 
Preschool; as long as we do our part. 
“In that I command you today to love 
the LORD your God, to walk in His ways, 
and to keep His commandments, His 
statutes, and His judgments, that you 
may live and multiply; and the LORD 
your God will bless you in the land 
which you go to possess.”

God’s blessings are too numerous to list 
but I see them everywhere every day. 
Watching a child get excited when 
they talk about Jesus or watching two 
friends make up that were fighting and 
continue playing together: these are 
just a couple of His blessings! It is such 
a privilege to put into our children’s 
lives and their parents. Sharing Jesus 
with others is God’s way to plant seeds. 
Every time our children listen to Bible 
stories, hear about God’s love for them 
or about the miracles Jesus performed 
and is still performing, we are making 
eternal deposits into their little lives! 
Every time we get the privilege of 
praying with a parent going through 
a trial or praying for a mom that’s just 
had a miscarriage, we are being God’s 
hands and feet in the flesh. We are not 

just a preschool that educates children, 
we are a ministry that shows them 
Christ’ love through encouragement, 
support, counseling, and praying with 
family members weekly.

Part of showing Christ’s love to our 
families happens when we have 
special days just for them. One of these 
events is this month, March 7th. We are 
having our annual Grandparents’ Day. 
This is a wonderful time for grandparents 
or other special family members to 
participate in preschool, make special 
art projects with their grandchildren, 
and sit in a very special chapel service 
created just for them. Pastors Jim and 
Sam will also participate in the chapel 
which makes it extra special.

We are having two fundraisers during 
March. The first is at Panera Bread- date 
TBD. Watch for the flyer in your bulletin. 
The second is See’s Candy, which runs 
through March 9. If you need See’s 
candy for Easter, Mother’s Day, or for 
your sweet tooth, please pick up an 
order form from the preschool or in 
the church office. Thank you for your 
support and especially your prayers! 
We are grateful for your partnership!

Billie Turner
Preschool Director

Preschool # (626) 445-9764

STEWARDSHIP SNAPSHOT
“THE MONTH FOR STEWARDSHIP”
Our church, because of you, our faithful 
members and friends, made 2017 the 
most outstanding year for Stewardship 
donations. We, your church leaders, 
thank you for your  participation for the 
first year of our Daring Faith Campaign, 
our three year stewardship program.

In March you will be given another 
opportunity to prayerfully review your 
commitment for the remaining two years 
of this campaign.  Mark your calendars 
for the dates: 

Sunday, March 11 & Sunday, March 18

We all look forward to another year which 

allows Arcadia Community Church to 
move closer to God’s purpose for our 
Church and in caring for our Community 
and the world in the name of Jesus Christ.   
Remember our theme verse for the 
Daring Faith Campaign:  “Because of our 
FAITH in Him we DARE to have boldness, 
courage, and confidence in coming 
to God with freedom and without fear”. 
Ephesians 3:12
 
God bless each one of you as you and 
your families pray for guidance in being 
good stewards of God’s resources.

Phyllis Corliss 
Stewardship Committee


