
5. First Aid Kit  

Sometimes we 

are confused 

and something 

needs to be 

put into context or explained. 

Perhaps this text has been 

misused or misunderstood. 

Perhaps there is historical 

data that helps. How did the 

first readers think of these 

things? You might need to 

consult a commentary.  Don’t 

start with the difficulties or 

you will end up walking 

around in circles and never 

arrive anywhere.  But don’t 

neglect them either.    

 

 

6. Varying Lenses 

In #3 you 

scanned 

the 

whole 

Biblical 

horizon.  By now you should 

have a sense of the main idea 

of the text: but do the 

immediately previous or 

following sections modify your 

conclusions? Keep widening 

your perspective  from  there. 

 

7. Hiking Journal   

Try to summarize 

the text in one 

sentence. There is no one right 

answer and individuals will 

come up with different 

summary statements.  This is a 

good place to  end  your   hike. 
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1. Map – 
Geography 
Location, 

Location, 

Location 

a. A place with a proper name — 
What else happened there?  

b. What kind of place is it: river, 

wilderness, garden, city, sea, 

mountain, et cetera. 

c. A spatial relationship — far, 

near, East, West, depths, 

heights, up, down (helpful in 

the Psalms, etc.) 

 
2. Magnifying Glass 

Look closely at the 

text for repeated 

words or phrases. 

Very often a Biblical text will 

repeat a phrase to help us see 

the main point.  

 

 

3. Binoculars 

 

 

Scan the 

horizon to see similar scenes, 

events,    things    or    persons.    

(You may have already started 

on   this    with    #1   and    #2.)  

List as many similarities as you 

can.   

 
 
BUT   DON’T    FORGET   THE  

DIFFERENCES.    SOMETIMES  

(ESPECIALLY IN THE OT)  THE  

DIFFERENCES        HIGHLIGHT 

THE    PATH     TO        CHRIST.   

 
 

4. Campfire 

Where 

Christ is 

seen in the 

text, this is a place to camp, to 

rest and warm our hearts.   

 

 

We don’t have to camp here 

for our whole time, but it’s a 

high point and worth savoring.   

 

 

 

 


