


 
What is Advent?    
 
The word Advent comes from the Latin word adventus, meaning “coming” 
or “visit.” The season of Advent begins four Sundays before Christmas 
and ends on Christmas Eve. 


During Advent, we prepare for and anticipate the coming of Christ. We 
remember the longing of Jews for a Messiah and our own longing for, and 
need of, forgiveness, salvation, and a new beginning. As we look back and 
celebrate the birth of Jesus in a humble stable in Bethlehem, we also look 
forward anticipating the second coming of Christ as the fulfillment of all 
that was promised by His first coming. 


Students and parents, we are so excited to journey through this season of 
Advent with you! Please look through this booklet to find out all the 
exciting things that are happening in the life of our Student Ministry during 
Advent. May this season be filled with hope, peace, joy, and love for you 
and your family! 
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Sunday Night Gatherings:  
 
We’ll be going through an Advent series called Messy Christmas. “Joy to 
the world…” is a catchy lyric, but it can seem totally impossible when life 
feels messy. When we think “Christmas,” we think “joyful celebration,” but 
why happens when the holiday season doesn’t match what’s actually 
happening around us? Know this: When life is hard, joy is still possible. 
When life is messy, joy is available. Why? Because when humanity was 
hurting, Jesus brought joy. In this two-week Advent series, we’re going to 
find a way to say “joy to the world anyway.”  

Sunday, November 27th at 5:30pm in the Youth Center (The Fish Tank)  
 
Week One of Messy Christmas 
 
We’ll kick off the Advent season by putting up Christmas decorations in 
The Fish Tank (Please bring one or two Christmas decorations this 
Sunday).  

Sunday, December 4th at 5:30pm in the Youth Center (The Fish Tank) 
 
Week Two of Messy Christmas  

We’ll have a Hot Chocolate Bar and a gingerbread cookie decoration 
competition.  


Sunday, December 11th at 5:30pm in Hinton Hall  
 
We have our Christmas party on Sunday, December 11th! Please bring a 
wrapped gift of under $20 for the White Elephant Gift Exchange. Students 
can also dress up in their favorite Christmas movie character costume and 
participate in the costume contest. Lastly, we will provide ham and turkey  
 



 
and a few sides. Please bring in a side or/and a dessert for the Christmas 
party meal.    


Sunday, December 18th: No Sunday Night Gathering (Winter Break)  

Sunday, December 25th: No Sunday Night Gathering (Winter Break) 

Midweek Devotional Videos by Students:  
 
We’ll be posting a short devotional shared by students on our YouTube 
channel that’s related to this Advent series. Please be on the lookout for 
these videos every Wednesday during the Advent season!   


Week One (Wednesday, November 30th)  
Week Two (Wednesday, December 7th)  
Week Three (Wednesday, December 14th)  
Week Four (Wednesday, December 21st) 


Social Media Contents:  
 
Throughout the season of Advent, we'll have numerous content posted on 
our social media accounts to encourage spiritual growth and fun! You can 
find our social media account information on the last page of this packet. 
 
Advent Devotional Booklet:

This year Advent begins on Sunday, November 27th, and Duluth First 
UMC will have Advent devotional booklets available for each family to 
accompany you on your journey to the manger.  There is one reading per 
day, most of which are original writings from fellow church members.  The 
cover art was contributed by David Cook and the art adorning the inside  
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCa-34oKWJVCSZbz3NpkDHDA


 
pages was created by students and teachers at the church’s Christian 
Beginnings Preschool & Kindergarten program.


You will find the booklets in the Narthex (the main entrance to the 
Sanctuary), the Gathering Room, and outside of Hinton Hall.  Just look for 
the blue baskets.  The Advent devotional booklet is also available online 
for download: Advent Devotional Booklet.

	 

We would love to connect with you!  Find us on:  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Visit us on our website: dfumcstudents.org

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/5b/5b7568d8-f765-4f5a-a236-68eab4ca9768/documents/DFUMC_Advent_Book_2022.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1087451718369330
https://www.instagram.com/dfumcstudents
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCa-34oKWJVCSZbz3NpkDHDA
http://dfumcstudents.org

