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STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
STUDY SIX 

SEVEN STARS 
Bruce Morrison 

  
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 

The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden 
lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven 
lampstands which you saw are the seven churches. - Revelation 1:20 

 
Last week we looked at the meaning and importance of the seven golden lampstands, a metaphor 
for seven churches.  As a “mystery” the true nature of the church can only be known by revelation.  
This shows the value, the immeasurable worth, that God places on His church and every member 
in it. It alters thoughts and feelings about one’s own sense of worth and purpose. A person’s true 
identity, meaning and purpose is found in the church, where Jesus is the center. 
 
Churches hold the oil and the fire and dispense the light. A lamp is not light in itself, it is only 
the instrument of dispensing light, and to do so it must receive both oil and fire. No Church has in 
itself either grace or glory, it must receive all from Christ its head. Otherwise, it is merely a man-
made institution with limited benefit.   
 
Without the Holy Spirit (oil) and the truth (the Word of God), souls are not enlightened or converted 
and members of the church will not be encouraged to walk in the light.   
 
What about the mystery of the stars? Our study today reveals a truth that on one hand has been 
largely lost, or, on the other hand, has been exaggerated. Understanding the meaning and 
importance of this is critical to the success of any church.   
 
 
WHO ARE THE SEVEN STARS, THE SEVEN ANGELS OF THE SEVEN CHURCHES?  

 
The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand…..The seven stars are the 
angels of the seven churches…   Revelation 1:20 (partial quote). 

 
The word “angel” literally means “messenger”.  By definition it is one who is given the responsibility 
to communicate the will of another; to transact his business, to act in his place - to be a 
representative.  
 
Literal angels are also referred to as messengers, such as the angelic hosts announcing the birth 
of Christ to shepherds. In the case of the seven churches, it cannot mean an angel referring to a 
heavenly being, for no one can suppose that such a being presided over these churches. 
 
The messengers (angels) were the spiritual leaders, the pastors of the seven churches. The term 
angel, designating an office, is in keeping with the symbolism of this book. The title and role is 
given by God charging pastors to fulfill God's mission zealously, promptly and efficiently. 
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Since the seven stars were held in the right hand of Jesus it signifies that a pastor’s primary 
responsibility is not to the congregation as a whole and not to any one member of the congregation 
in particular but to God.  
 
Today, the role of Pastor does not have the respect in the community or even in the church that 
it once had, but that doesn’t mean that it’s any less important. Beforehand, an average person 
didn’t have access to the scriptures, and if they did, they were often illiterate. Today, there is a 
proliferation of information that can speak into one’s life. But the voice of the pastor can speak 
directly into the individual. 
 
 
PRELIMINARY KEY CONCEPTS REGARDING PASTORS  
 
The word “mystery” attached to the role of a pastor indicates something that can only be 
understood by revelation.  After all, pastors are mere men or women, no different than anyone 
else in the church. The role they are given is by divine decree, not human invention. This does 
not make them better than others, it simply refers to their roles.    
   
Ministers of Christ must only proclaim as truth only that which comes from their master!    
 
Pastors are not rock stars, movie stars, or sports stars. They are Christ’s stars who should receive 
no glory or praise for themselves but serve as examples of giving all honour to Jesus. 
 
Ministers of Christ must take heed lest, having preached to others themselves become 
castaways.   
 

1 Corinthians 9:24-27   

Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in 
such a way that you may obtain it. 25 And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate 
in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable 
crown. 26 Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the 
air. 27 But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to 
others, I myself should become disqualified. 

The vulnerability of being a pastor is great for many reasons. One is the awesome responsibility 
of standing before God’s people and ministering the Word of the Lord. And similarly, the Church 
has the opportunity and responsibility to hear from the Lord through the pastor that God has 
appointed to the church.  
 
Jeremiah 22:24 

“As I live,” says the LORD, “though Coniah the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, were the 
signet on My right hand, yet I would pluck you off; 25 and I will give you into the hand of those 
who seek your life, and into the hand of those whose face you fear    
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THE ROLD OF A PASTOR – TEACHER AND PROCLAIMERS OF THE TRUTH  
 
Paul wrote to Timothy, a young man he appointed to be the pastor in Ephesus, and said this: 
 
2 Timothy 2:15 
  

Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.   

Ashamed of what? Well, ashamed to not rightly dividing the Word of Truth. To presenting the truth 
of who Jesus is and what He says to the church in such a way that you compromise the message 
or infuse it with your own ideas or the ideas of the world. Instead, let us rightly communicate the 
word of truth. 
 
In 2 Timothy 4:2, Paul said: 
  

Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with 
all longsuffering and teaching. 

Paul says to speak, preach, and testify with conviction. Assert the truth with sincere conviction 
born out of a personal relationship with Christ. 
Rebuke: Tell the congregation when practices have entered into the church that are wrong.  
Exhort: Life can be so lonely and difficult, but the role of a pastor is to exhort, encourage, and 
remind the congregation that Jesus is with us always to the very end of the age. 
 
In Ephesians 3: 8-10, Paul said: 
 

To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, that I should 
preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to make all see 
what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages has been 
hidden in God who created all things through Jesus Christ; 10 to the intent that 
now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church to the principalities 
and powers in the heavenly places,   

Paul took the stance that he was the “least of all the saints”. He was not fixated on what people 
thought of him, or what he thought of himself. Instead, he acknowledge that though he was 
undeserving, Christ graciously gave him the responsibility to preach the good news, “the 
unsearchable riches of Christ” to the Gentiles – those who never had an inheritance in God and 
were equally as underserving as he was. 
The role of a pastor is to declare to the church these unsearchable riches of Christ and inspire 
the church to be able to let their light shine before the world – the light that is Jesus. 
 
In Hebrews 13:17 we read: 
 

Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as 
those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be 
unprofitable for you. NKLV 

 
Be responsive to your pastoral leaders. Listen to their counsel. They are alert to the 
condition of your lives and work under the strict supervision of God. Contribute to the joy 
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of their leadership, not its drudgery. Why would you want to make things harder for them? 
MSG 

Here, he is reminding to the church to obey the spiritual leaders with joy. The pastor has the 
responsibility of diligently searching the scriptures, preaching the Word of God, and giving council 
to the church. And the role of the church is to hear and obey. 

 
 
WHAT’S AT STAKE? 
 
Romans 12:2 MSG 
 

Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. 
Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside out. Readily 
recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around 
you, always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, 
develops well-formed maturity in you. 

Our role is to love those who are well-adjusted to the culture, and to show them that the truth of 
God’s Word calls them into the true identity of their true self of how God created them. 

Sometimes, we can become so well-adjusted to our culture that we begin to believe that things of 
the world – the things that the Bible state are not okay, and not ordained by God – are okay. It’s 
easy to fall into this. However, the church must understand that if the Bible says that something 
is not okay, it is not okay.  

 
Colossians 2:8 AMP 
 

See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception [pseudo-
intellectual babble], according to the tradition [and musings] of mere men, following 
the elementary principles of this world, rather than following [the truth—the teachings of] 
Christ 

If something is devoid of the Word of Truth of God, they are just very earthly. If an idea is not in 
alignment with the Word of God, it’s babble. 
 
 
2 Corinthians 10:3-6 MSG 
 

The world is unprincipled. It’s dog-eat-dog out there! The world doesn’t fight fair. But we 
don’t live or fight our battles that way—never have and never will. The tools of our trade 
aren’t for marketing or manipulation, but they are for demolishing that entire massively 
corrupt culture. We use our powerful God-tools for smashing warped philosophies, tearing 
down barriers erected against the truth of God, fitting every loose thought and emotion 
and impulse into the structure of life shaped by Christ. Our tools are ready at hand for 
clearing the ground of every obstruction and building lives of obedience into maturity. 
 

So, pray for your pastors, because they are human. He has a responsibility that God has given 
him, and he passes on that responsibility to others, so that everyone who ministers in the church 
needs to be attuned to the teaching of the pastor that is presented in the church. Is it important 
for the leaders to be in church on Sunday morning and be connected with the leadership and the 
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teaching of the church? Absolutely! And if they aren’t, they should step down until they come into 
that maturity with Christ.  
These are the things that God commands pastors to do and teach and practice in the church.  
But further, through this we are smashing down the evil that is found around us. We have an 
influence even in the heavenly realms. We don’t know how God uses our obedience and our 
prayer, but He does more than we can even imagine. Because what we do in the natural has 
immense effect on the spiritual realm.  
 
If you’d like, you can pray this with us:  

• Change my heart, oh God, make it ever new 

• God, let the mind of Christ be in my mind 

• Lord, I have a physical ear, but I can’t hear spiritual truth through just a physical 
ear. I need an ear that is attuned to the Spirit of God 
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