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                                              STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
                                                                    STUDY FIVE  
                                SEVEN GOLDEN CANDLESTICKS, SEVEN CHURCHES     
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INTRODUCTION 
 
Signs, symbols, metaphors, numbers, and their meanings.  The Book of Revelation is filled with 
these.  Two that we will look at in this study are of utmost importance, not only in terms of 
understanding the book, but also in understanding what it means to be a true follower of Jesus. 
 
 
 
Revelation 1:11 

I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last,” and, “What you see, write in a 
book and send it to the seven churches which are in Asia: to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to 
Pergamos, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.” 

Notice that John was commanded to write “a book”, not seven books.  In other words, the seven 
churches not only received the part that was addressed to them, they received the parts 
addressed to the other six churches as well.  This is significant.  The messages were universal, 
not exclusive to any one church. 

The number seven represents fullness or completeness therefore everything applies to all 
churches everywhere throughout church history. 

Revelation 1:12-20 

Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven golden 
lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed 
with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band. 14 His head 
and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame of fire; 15 His 
feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound of many 
waters; 16 He had in His right hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged 
sword, and His countenance was like the sun shining in its strength. 17 And when I saw 
Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His right hand on me, saying to me, “Do not be 
afraid; I am the First and the Last. 18 I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am 
alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of Death. 19]Write the things 
which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will take place after 
this. 20 The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven 
golden lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven 
lampstands which you saw are the seven churches. 
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SEVEN GOLDEN LAMPSTANDS    

Old Testament type 

At the time the Book of Revelation was written the word lampstand, in the Jewish understanding, 
referred to one thing. The Menorah. It is described in the Old Testament in the Book of Exodus 
25. Two verses are quoted below:    

Exodus 25:31-32 
 

“You shall also make a lampstand of pure gold; the lampstand shall be of hammered work. 
Its shaft, its branches, its bowls, its ornamental knobs, and flowers shall be of one 
piece. 32 And six branches shall come out of its sides: three branches of the lampstand out 
of one side, and three branches of the lampstand out of the other side. 

 
The lampstand described in Exodus is a shadow or a type of what we see in the New Testament 
in the Book of Revelation.   
 
Revelation 1:20 

 

The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden 
lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven 
lampstands which you saw are the seven churches.   

Mystery 

The word “mystery” does not refer to something mysterious or spooky or scary.  The meaning is 
about revelation, that which cannot be discovered by natural human reason, logic, or scientific 
discovery.   

The mystery of the church is an unveiling of how God views the church.  It is opposite to the 
disdain, the criticism, the scorn, and rejection that so often prevails today.    

The Bible tells us that the mystery of God is Jesus Christ. 

Colossians 2:1-3 
 

For I want you to know what a great conflict I have for you and those in Laodicea, 
and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh, 2 that their hearts may be 
encouraged, being knit together in love, and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of 
understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of 
Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

Jesus spoke of “the mystery of the kingdom of God”.   

Mark 4:10-12  
 

But when He was alone, those around Him with the twelve asked Him about the 
parable. 11 And He said to them, “To you it has been given to know the mystery of the 
kingdom of God; but to those who are outside, all things come in parables, 12 so that  
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‘Seeing they may see and not perceive, 
And hearing they may hear and not understand; 
Lest they should turn, 
And their sins be forgiven them.’   

1 Corinthians 2:6-7 we read: 
 

However, we speak wisdom among those who are mature, yet not the wisdom of this age, 
nor of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 7 But we speak the wisdom of God 
in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God ordained before the ages for our glory, 8 which 
none of the rulers of this age knew; for had they known, they would not have crucified the 
Lord of glory. 

 
Each one has a choice to make.  How do you choose to see the church?  Is it just an earthly 
organization flawed with human error and bad behaviour?  Or do you choose to see it as God 
sees it? 
 
Jesus is present and central 
 
Revelation 1:13 
 

“….in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man…”  
 
Positionally, Jesus is present in His church.  He is not in some outer court.  He does not serve in 
a lesser position.  He is the master builder of the church, He is Lord!  He is central! 
 
Acts 17:28 says,  
 

“In Him we live and move and have our being”.  Since Jesus places so much value and 
importance on the church, one cannot experience the fulness of Jesus outside the church.  
Your true identity, the best version of yourself is found in the church. 

Gold 

The church pictured as seven lampstands were made of gold.  They were not iron or brass or 
even silver, they were gold. Today that may mean nothing more than monetary value. Gold is 
worth a lot of money today but 2000 years ago it meant more than monetary value.  It also meant 
purity. Society has declared the church to be irrelevant and some believers feel that they don’t 
need the church, that they can worship alone. But God in his infinite wisdom choose to use this 
vessel that we sometimes see as imperfect as being his instrument of change for the world. In 
John’s vision he did not see Jesus surrounded by individual believers all worshipping God in their 
own way.  He saw worship and service for Jesus as a relational experience with others in the 
church.    

Ephesians 5:25-27 we read:   
 

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for 
her, 26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 27 that 
He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. 



 

 
 

4 

That may not be the way you we see the church today. There are lots of things wrong in a church.  
But the ultimate plan is for it to be perfect. Someone has said if you ever find a perfect church, 
don’t go to it, it would be a shame to ruin it. 

Nevertheless, God calls the church gold. It has great value, conferred by God himself. Do you 
see your church that way? Do you see yourself that way? 

Lampstand 

Not only is the church “gold, it is a gold lampstand.  The church is not a lamp, it is a lamp stand. 
The light does not come from the stand it comes from the lamp. Now there are two ways that this 
is true.   

First, in John 8:12 we read:   
 

Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the world. He who follows Me 
shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.”  

If you follow Jesus you will not be stumbling through the darkness, because you will have the light 
that leads to life.  When churches no longer preaches Jesus as the son of God who was born of 
a virgin, died on a cross and was resurrected on the third day offering forgiveness to those who 
seek it, then they are no longer the Church, they have no light in themselves. 

Second, in Matthew 5:14-16, Jesus said:   
 

“You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do 
they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who 
are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works 
and glorify your Father in heaven. 

Jesus left believers to be light to the world.  The light that shines from the church is from individual 
believers.  We have a responsibility to shine that light.  When the light is removed then the 
lampstand it is no longer of any use. 

The church is on a mission.  

In 1 Peter 2:9-10 we read:   

But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special 
people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had 
not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy. 

 
The church is called to “proclaim”, to testify to the light, to demonstrate the difference between 
living a life of darkness and walking in the light.  It is our mission, one that cannot be done alone 
but must be done in concert with other believers in the church. 
 
Without a vision, a mission, a church will lose its light and eventually die.  It may look like a church 
with buildings and people but sadly, it has become something different than the golden 
lampstands seen in the Book of Revelation. 


