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 STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF REVELTION 
STUDY THREE 

FATHER, SON, AND HOLY SPIRIT 
Bruce Morrison 

 

Revelation 1:4-6  

John, to the seven churches which are in Asia: 

Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who was and who is to come, and 
from the seven Spirits who are before His throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, the 
faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth. 

To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, 6 and has made 
us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever 
and ever. Amen. 

  
Here we have Three Persons 

- God the Father:  
o “Him who is and who was and who is to come”. He is the Eternal God who 

reaches out to us for relationship 
- God the Son:  

o “the seven Spirits who are before His throne.”. Here we see Holy Spirit, 
which we’ll go into further. 

- God the Son:  
o “Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler 

over the kings of the earth.” 
 
Grace and Peace 

Grace comes before peace. If we want peace in this world, we can’t find it until we 
understand and know the grace of God.  
 
To Him Who Loved Us 

He loved us. We see here that God loves us, and He is reaching out His love to us through 
this very book.  
 
And Washed Us From Our Sins in His Own Blood 

“Washed us” is an old testament term, meaning to take away things that are not pure 
within us. He has done this by His blood 
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And He Has Made Us Kings and Priests 

This is our identity. This is who we really are, and how we function. So, out of the 
relationship flows function. There is no identity so great as this – to be a king, a queen – 
not just a prince or princess, but a king, a queen. And not only that but He calls us a priest. 
We are these things because He loved us and washed us by His blood.  
 

The Role of the Father  

God, our heavenly Father, is portrayed throughout the Book of Revelation is portrayed 
as:   

The One Who Sits on the Throne   

Revelation 4:2-3 

Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne set in heaven, and One sat on 
the throne. 3 And He who sat there was like a jasper and a sardius stone in 
appearance; and there was a rainbow around the throne, in appearance like an 
emerald. 

           See also: 4:9-10, 5:1, 5:7, 5:13, 6:16, 7:10, 7:15, 19:4, 20:11-12, 21:5. 

The Creator Who Receives Worship    

Revelation 4:9-11 

Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on 
the throne, who lives forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall down before 
Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast 
their crowns before the throne, saying:   “You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory 
and honor and power; for You created all things, and by Your will they exist and 
were created.” 

- The Father is revealed as the one who has created everything. The Father hasn’t 
given up on us. The fact that the world is still here, in spite of all the sin, corruption, 
and evil – it’s held together by the Father. This causes us to consider who God is 
and how we relate to Him. 

See also: 7:11-12, 10:6, 11:16-17, 14:7, 15:3-4, 19:4, 19:10, 22:9 
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The One Who Lives Forever  

Revelation 11:16-17 

And the twenty-four elders who sat before God on their thrones fell on their faces 
and worshiped God, saying: 

“We give You thanks, O Lord God Almighty, 
The One who is and who was and who is to come, 
Because You have taken Your great power and reigned. 
18 The nations were angry, and Your wrath has come, 
And the time of the dead, that they should be judged, 
And that You should reward Your servants the prophets and the saints, 
And those who fear Your name, small and great, 
And should destroy those who destroy the earth.” 

See also: 1:4, 4:8-10, 10:6, 15:7, 16:5 

More Examples on Who the Father Is 

- Father of Jesus Christ, the Lamb – Revelation 2:27, 3:5, 3:21, 14:1 
- The God of Heaven – Revelation 11:13, 15:11 
- Lord of the earth – Revelation11:4 
- Lord of the prophets – Revelation 22:6 

These are some expressions of the Father. We see that He is very much part of the book 
of Revelation – He is the one who is over all that is taking place. In expressing Himself in 
these ways, we see that He is in relationship with us through His Son and through His 
Spirit.  

In understanding relationship, this is the tough one. It’s easier to think of Jesus as our 
brother than God as our Father. Our life experience in our families of origin often leave 
us short – our relationship with our father wasn’t so good. This makes it difficult for us to 
be open and vulnerable to receive the kind of Father love that God has for us.  

The purpose of the Bible is to bring us into a relationship that is unlike somebody that 
we’ve really learned to trust fully – the relationship of a father. It is the most important to 
know God the Father. And it is equally important to know God the Son. 
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The Role of The Son 

Sits with God on the Throne 

You will never see the Son sitting on the throne by Himself. You’ll see the Father on the 
throne by Himself, but the Son is there by invitation. The one who sits on the throne is 
the eternal Father. See also Revelation 3:21, 22:1 22:3. 

Judges with His Father 

Jesus judges with the Father, not independently of the Father, on the throne. See also 
Revelation 2:5, 2:16, 2:22-23, 6:16-17, 19:11,19:15. 

He is Messiah 

In the Gospels we see Jesus as Messiah on earth. Now we see Him in a heavenly 
capacity, still impacting the earth as Messiah. See also Revelation 11:15, 12:10, 20:4, 
20:6. 

Rewarder of Overcomers 

He tells us “to Him who overcomes, I will…”. That appears over and over in the New 
Testament and the book of Revelation. See also Revelation 1:7, 1:10, 3:5, 1:17, 1:26-
28, 3:5, 3:12, 3:21. 

More Examples of Who the Son Is 

- Provides light for the City of God – Revelation 21:23 
- Son of God – Revelation 3:5, 3:21 
- Lion of Tribe of Judah, root and offspring of David – Revelation 5:5, 22:16 
- The Offspring of the Woman, the Male Child – Revelation 12:4-5 
- Lamb that was slain – Revelation 5:6, 9:12, 13:8 
- He Redeemed people to God from every nation by His blood – Revelation 5:9, 

12:11 

The Father and the Son in beautiful harmony together, in a relationship that is eternal in 
time and nature. It’s not a temporary relationship. 
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The Role of the Holy Spirit 

Revelation 1:4 

John, to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace to you and peace … from 
the seven Spirits who are before His throne. 

- There is a close relationship between the seven Spirits and the seven stars: 

Revelation 1: 20 

The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven 
golden lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the 
seven lampstands which you saw are the seven churches. 

- Seven spirits, seven stars, and seven golden lampstands. The stars are the 
messengers to the churches. The lampstands are the churches – not just seven 
historical churches – “7” means complete, so this is the church of all time. The 
seven Spirits before the throne connects to each of these. Here, we begin to 
understand the function of Holy Spirit on the earth, in terms of what Jesus has 
accomplished on the cross, having been ordained by the Father who sent Him to 
this world. 

Revelation 3:1 

“And to the angel of the church in Sardis write, ‘These things says He who has the 
seven Spirits of God and the seven stars:” 
 

- He is writing to the church in Sardis (He doesn’t reveal Himself to the other 
churches this way) and opens with “the seven Spirits of God”. Now Sardis was a 
church that was dead – it had no spiritual life, whatsoever. So here, we have a 
picture of the Holy Spirit, expressed as seven spirits, with the Son, reaching out to 
the messengers of the church (those who speak life into the church in a human 
capacity). But if the message is going to get through, it needs Holy Spirit. 

Revelation 4:2-5 

Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne set in heaven, and One sat on 
the throne. 3 And He who sat there was like a jasper and a sardius stone in 
appearance; and there was a rainbow around the throne, in appearance like an 
emerald. 4 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones I saw 
twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white robes; and they had crowns of gold on 
their heads. 5 And from the throne proceeded lightnings, thunderings, and 
voices. Seven lamps of fire were burning before the throne, which are the seven 
Spirits of God. 
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- Here we see the lamps of fire. In the book of Zechariah we see what that means. 
But here we have the seven Spirits of God, once again. The picture that emerges 
is that there is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. And they express themselves with 
different titles, different names, and different roles. In the midst of this amazing 
picture of the trinity, is this thing called the church – the people of God who are 
called to and can enjoy and experience all of this magnificence, this incredible 
revelation of God. He gives us so much and pours into our lives in so many different 
ways.  

In the book of Isaiah, we finally get an understanding of what the seven Spirits are: 

Isaiah 11 

There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, 
And a Branch shall grow out of his roots. 
2 The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, 
The Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
The Spirit of counsel and might, 
The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD. 

- This says that there is someone coming from the line of David (Jesus), and the 
Spirit of the Lord would rest upon Him. What is this Spirit? It is: 

 
1. The Spirit of the Lord 

So, the Spirit of God is on everything that Jesus did, said, and still says, because He is 
the Word of God – the Living Word.  

2. The Spirit of Wisdom 

What is wisdom? It is being able to take the knowledge and understanding that we have, 
and fashion our lives according to it. If your knowledge or understanding is incomplete, 
then you can’t make wise choices – not in the fullest sense of the word. He is the Spirit of 
the Lord and He gives us wisdom. This is possible because Jesus is the lamb who washed 
us by His blood and forgave us and gives us wisdom. 

3. The Spirit of Understanding 

You can get all kinds of information. You can sit in church for years and years. You can 
read the Bible and it can just be words on a page. But do you understand what it actually 
says? That it is calling you into a life of wisdom based on your relationship with the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit? 

4. The Spirit of Counsel 

Sometimes we just need direction in our lives. How do we best discover all that God has 
called us to do? Well, through His Spirit of counsel. 
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5. The Spirit of Might 

“I can’t do it. I just don’t have the strength. I can’t seem to get over this. I have weakness 
in my body. I understand it all, I get it, but I just can’t do it”. On our own we cannot do it, 
but with Him we can. Through Him we have the strength and might of the Father, the Son, 
disrupted throughout the earth by Holy Spirit. He administers all of that might amongst 
the earth – that’s why He doesn’t sit on the throne. 

6. The Spirit of Knowledge 

He sorts out for me what is the absolute truth and what is just the truth supposed by men.  

7. The Spirit of the Fear of the Lord 

The respect, awe, and worship of almighty God. It’s like there is nothing more important 
than pleasing and serving Him, and giving my allegiance to Him. 
 
 
We Need the Sevenfold Spirit of God     
 

• The Spirit is the only means by which wisdom and understanding may be found 

• All other sources of wisdom are folly 

• The Spirit who frees the church from carnal attachment to teachers  

• The Spirit leads the church to know and love God 

• The Spirit conforms the church to be like Christ 

• The Spirit of God unifies a diverse people to the unity and diversity of the triune 
God 
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