
1 
 

STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
STUDY TWO 

RECURRING THEMES 
Bruce Morrison 

INTRODUCTION 

In our first study we focused on the life circumstances of the church at the time the Book 
of Revelation was written.  Tribulation and persecution that frequently resulted in the 
murder of innocent Christians were harsh realities of daily life.  The Book of Revelation 
was written to bring understanding, comfort, and hope to a suffering church.  The 
principles taught are timeless, especially during these present troubling days that include 
a world-wide pandemic. 

THE OPENING STATEMENT:  Revelation 1:1-3 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants—things 
which must shortly take place. And He sent and signified it by His angel to His 
servant John, 2 who bore witness to the word of God, and to the testimony of Jesus 
Christ, to all things that he saw. 3 Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the 
words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for the 
time is near. 

Revelation 

The word “revelation” or “apocalypse” literally means an uncovering or unveiling.  The 
person giving the revelation is Jesus.  The things revealed did not originate from a man.  
John the human author, was a conduit, the scribe who recorded the words and visions 
given directly. from Jesus.     

Things which must shortly take place 

Though the Book of Revelation reveals many things about the future, it also spoke directly 
to the church that existed at the time the book was written.   This suffering church needed 
a “today” word that would help them in the terrible persecution they were in.   

The book was, indeed, very pertinent to their times.  It spoke directly to them and It was 
not a “maybe” message.  It was a word about things that “MUST” come to pass.  This 
message remains pertinent to every generation of the church.   

Signified 

The word “signified” indicates a message revealed by “signs”.  The signs need 
interpretation and to do this an understanding of who Jesus is, what He has done and 
what He will do was necessary. Many of the signs, images and prophecies are based on 
things said and done throughout the entire Bible. 
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These signs serve to both reveal and at the same time hide the truth given.  One reason 
for this was Nero and the Romans themselves.  By reading the book with all its signs and 
symbols they would not recognize that much of what was said was about them.  If they 
could have figured it out, they would undoubtedly have been enraged resulting in ever 
greater hatred and persecution of the church 

The Book of Revelation unfolds a vision of heavenly perspectives that makes sense of 
earthly realities.   

There are evil powers at work that infiltrate and infest all levels of society. The book 
systematically exposes these evil forces 

From a human perspective it often appears that the forces of evil are winning the battle.  
The book provides insights as to what is behind the scenes in human history and the 
ultimate triumph of good over evil. 

Numbers as Signs 

One type of sign found in the book is numbers. Seven is one of the most frequently used 
numbers in Scripture. It symbolizes completeness and perfection. Seven is the most 
significant number in the Apocalypse. 
 
Revelation mentions seven spirits, seven churches, seven lampstands, seven stars, 
seven lamps of fire, seven horns, seven eyes, seven seals, seven trumpets, seven bowls, 
seven songs, seven angels, seven thunders, seven “worthys,” seven heads, seven 
crowns, seven mountains, seven kings, and seven plagues. The frequent use of the 
number seven is part of the divine signature in the Apocalypse. 
 
In all, the number seven is used 55 times in the Book of Revelation.  This, and other key 
numbers are not necessarily to be taken literally.  They are often “signs” that point to or 
reveal the revelations of the book. 
 

Seven Natural Divisions 

Chapters 1-3, (1st division), begins with “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave 
Him to show His servants—things which must shortly take place.” 

Chapters 4-7, (2nd division), begins with, “After these things I looked, and behold, a 
door standing open in heaven.” 

Chapters 8-11, (3rd division), starts with “When He opened the seventh seal, there was 
silence in heaven for about half an hour” 
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Chapters 12-14, (4th division), begins with, “Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a 
woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a garland of 
twelve stars.”   

Chapters 15-16, (5th division), begins with “Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and 
marvelous:   seven angels having the seven last plagues, for in them the wrath of God is 
complete.” 

Chapters 17-19,  (6th division), begins with,  “Then one of the seven angels who had the 
seven bowls came and talked with me, saying [a]to me, “Come, I will show you the 
judgment of the great harlot who sits on many waters” 

Chapters 20-22, (7th division), opens with, “Then I saw an angel coming down from 
heaven, having the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand.”  

There are three major themes that recur in each section:   

First: Jesus is the central figure    

      Second: The church  

      Third: The final Judgment of the devil and those in his kingdom 

 

Section 1: Chapters 1-3 

Revelation 1:10-18 

I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I heard behind me a loud voice, as of a 
trumpet, 11 saying, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the 
Last,” and, “What you see, write in a book and send it to the seven 
churches which are in Asia: to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, to 
Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.” 
12 Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven 
golden lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son 
of Man, clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a 
golden band. 14 His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His 
eyes like a flame of fire; 15 His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, 
and His voice as the sound of many waters; 16 He had in His right hand seven 
stars, out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, and His 
countenance was like the sun shining in its strength. 17 And when I saw Him, I fell 
at His feet as dead. But He laid His right hand on me, saying to me, “Do not be 
afraid; I am the First and the Last. 18 I am He who lives, and was dead, and 
behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of Death. 
19  Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things 
which will take place after this. 20 The [l]mystery of the seven stars which you saw 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%2017&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-30977a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%201&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-30718l
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in My right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: The seven stars 
are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands [n]which you saw 
are the seven churches. 
  

- The golden lampstands are a symbol of deity. So, these are the imprint of God 
Himself in the church – your life if you’re a follower of Jesus.  

- 7 is the number of completion. So, in talking about 7 churches, we talk about the 
complete, whole church. 

- He has the keys to life and death. Our connection to God does not end in death or 
martyrdom. Instead, His word sustains us, and the readers, in the trial that they’re 
going through. 

 

Section 2: Chapters 4-7    

Revelation 5:1-7 

And I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll written inside and 
on the back, sealed with seven seals. 2 Then I saw a strong angel proclaiming with 
a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and to loose its seals?” 3 And no 
one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll, or to 
look at it. 
4 So I wept much, because no one was found worthy to open [a]and read the scroll, 
or to look at it. 5 But one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep. Behold, the Lion 
of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed to open the scroll and to 
loose its seven seals.”  6 And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and 
of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though 
it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits 
of God sent out into all the earth. 7 Then He came and took the scroll out of the 
right hand of Him who sat on the throne. 

 
- The scroll is rolled up with seven seals on it. In the context in which it was written, 

this scroll likely meant a property. If the property was forfeited for some reason, 
there would be a scroll that would describe what the property was, and the seals 
on the outside would keep it shut. Only someone who is qualified (a kinsmen, 
someone who would rightfully inherit it as was described on the inside of the scroll) 
would be able to open it.  

- This scroll represents something lost and requires a kinsmen redeemer (someone 
who can rightfully purchase it back). This represents the deed of the earth – 
everything that was lost because of sin and satan. These things were forfeited. 
And so, we’re left with the question of how we gain it back. But there is only one 
person who can restore the inheritance of the whole earth, and what you and I 
have lost. And that person is Jesus – the Lion of the tribe of Judah who is seen 
here as the Lamb that was slain. This refers to His death and resurrection. 
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%201&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-30718n
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%205&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-30784a


5 
 

Revelation 6:9-11 

When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had 
been slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held. 10 And they 
cried with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge 
and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” 11 Then a white robe was 
given to each of them; and it was said to them that they should rest a little while 
longer, until both the number of their fellow servants and their brethren, who would 
be killed as they were, was completed. 

 
- This speaks of the church where there is sacrifice for their faith. There’s a specific 

number that will be killed – it’s a sad and simple fact of life. But when that’s 
completed, then there is going to be a very powerful resurrection and uniting.  

 
Revelation 6:12-17 

I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold, there was a great earthquake; 
and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became like 
blood. 13 And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig tree drops its late figs 
when it is shaken by a mighty wind. 14 Then the sky receded as a scroll when it is 
rolled up, and every mountain and island was moved out of its place. 15 And 
the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the commanders, the mighty 
men, every slave and every free man, hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks 
of the mountains, 16 and said to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us 
from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! 17 For 
the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to stand?” 

 
- Here you have Jesus as the one who is entitled to take the 7-sealed scroll and 

redeem the earth, and restore to the earth what was originally intended by God. 
We have a picture of the church, even in its most intense sufferings, connected 
with Jesus.  

- Then we have the third theme – judgement. God will not let these evil and wrong 
things continue forever. 

 
 

Revelation 7:13-17 

Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, “Who are these arrayed in white 
robes, and where did they come from?” 14 And I said to him, “Sir, you know.” 
So he said to me, “These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, 
and washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. 15 Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night 
in His temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell among them. 16 They shall 
neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any 
heat; 17 for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead 
them to living fountains of waters. And God will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes.” 
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- Here we have the earth restored because of the qualified person that Jesus is, and 

the price that He paid as the lamb that was slain to redeem us.  
- You have a picture of the wrath of the lamb. And finally, there is a picture of God 

wiping away the tears of those who died as martyrs – but not only them, every 
person who has experienced tribulation or trouble in this world.  

 
 
 
Section 3:  Chapters 8-11 
 
Revelation 8:1-5 

When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an 
hour. 2 And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and to them were given 
seven trumpets. 3 Then another angel, having a golden censer, came and stood at 
the altar. He was given much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all 
the saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. 4 And the smoke of 
the incense, with the prayers of the saints, ascended before God from the angel’s 
hand. 5 Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and threw it to 
the earth. And there were noises, thunderings, lightnings, and an earthquake. 

 

Revelation 11:15-19 

Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud voices in heaven, 
saying, “The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of 
His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!” 16 And the twenty-four elders who 
sat before God on their thrones fell on their faces and worshiped God, 17 saying: 
“We give You thanks, O Lord God Almighty, 
The One who is and who was [g]and who is to come, 
Because You have taken Your great power and reigned. 
18 The nations were angry, and Your [h]wrath has come, 
And the time of the dead, that they should be judged, 
And that You should reward Your servants the prophets and the saints, 
And those who fear Your name, small and great, 
And should destroy those who destroy the earth.” 
19 Then the temple of God was opened in heaven, and the ark of His covenant was 
seen in His temple. And there were lightnings, noises, thunderings, an 
earthquake, and great hail. 
 

- Here’s Jesus sitting on the throne. Here’s the wicked that are being judged. And 
here are the saints that reign with Christ. Again we see these three themes. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%2011&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-30890g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%2011&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-30891h
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Section 4: Chapters 12-14 
 

- Here we have the history of Jesus from His birth. The history of satan who became 
the devil.  

 
The Woman, the Child, and the Dragon 

Revelation 12:1-2    

Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the 
moon under her feet, and on her head a garland of twelve stars. 2 Then being with 
child, she cried out in labor and in pain to give birth. 

 
Revelation 12:3-17 

Now when the dragon saw that he had been cast to the earth, he persecuted the 
woman who gave birth to the male Child. 14 But the woman was given two wings 
of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness to her place, where she is 
nourished for a time and times and half a time, from the presence of the 
serpent. 15 So the serpent spewed water out of his mouth like a flood after the 
woman, that he might cause her to be carried away by the flood. 16 But the earth 
helped the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed up the flood 
which the dragon had spewed out of his mouth. 17 And the dragon was enraged 
with the woman, and he went to make war with the rest of her offspring, who keep 
the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. 
 

- The dragon represents the devil.  
- The woman who gave birth to the male Child represents Mary and Christ.  
- The devil tried to destroy Jesus, and when he failed, he went to wage war against 

the rest of her offspring – followers of Jesus. 
- This is an amazing repeat of the same kinds of things that are said in the previous 

sections. 
 
Revelation 14:12-13  

Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the commandments of 
God and the faith of Jesus. 13 Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, 
“Write: ‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.’ ” 
“Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors, and their works 
follow them.” 
 

- “Here is the patience of the saints”: this is reminiscent of chapter 1:9-11, when 
John says that he is our “brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom 
and patience of Jesus Christ”. So, here is the patience of the saints. 
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- If you were one of the first recipients of the book of Revelation, what would verse 
13 say to you? There is powerful comfort in this for the reader. 

 
 
Section 5: Chapters 15-16 
 
Revelation 15 - Prelude to the Bowl Judgments 

15 Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous: seven angels having 
the seven last plagues, for in them the wrath of God is complete. 
2 And I saw something like a sea of glass mingled with fire, and those who have 
the victory over the beast, over his image and over his mark and over the number 
of his name, standing on the sea of glass, having harps of God. 3 They sing the 
song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying: 
“Great and marvelous are Your works, 
Lord God Almighty! 
Just and true are Your ways, 
O King of the saints! 
4 Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name? 
For You alone are holy. 
For all nations shall come and worship before You, 
For Your judgments have been manifested.” 
5 After these things I looked, and behold, the temple of the tabernacle of the 
testimony in heaven was opened. 6 And out of the temple came the seven angels 
having the seven plagues, clothed in pure bright linen, and having their chests 
girded with golden bands. 7 Then one of the four living creatures gave to the 
seven angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God who lives forever and 
ever. 8 The temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from His 
power, and no one was able to enter the temple till the seven plagues of the 
seven angels were completed. 

 
- God’s works are marvellous. And the circumstances that will deny that are the 

circumstances that will pass away and will be judged.  
- In verse 4, again we see the theme of judgement. 

 
 
Section 6: Chapters 17-19 
 

- This section refers to a city that represents evil reign and rule in the earth – the 
city of Babylon – in modern-day Iraq. It’s a timeless picture. 
 

Revelation 17 - The Scarlet Woman and the Scarlet Beast 
17 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and talked with 
me, saying to me, “Come, I will show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits 
on many waters, 2 with whom the kings of the earth committed fornication, and the 
inhabitants of the earth were made drunk with the wine of her fornication.” 
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3 So he carried me away in the Spirit into the wilderness. And I saw a woman 
sitting on a scarlet beast which was full of names of blasphemy, having seven 
heads and ten horns. 4 The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned 
with gold and precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a golden cup full of 
abominations and the filthiness of her fornication. 5 And on her forehead a 
name was written: 

MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, 
THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS 

AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS 
OF THE EARTH. 

6 I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the 
martyrs of Jesus. And when I saw her, I marveled with great amazement. 
 
 

- In this passage, “fornication” refers not only to the sexual sin, but to the 
unfaithfulness or betrayal of the people who have forsaken God and formed an 
alliance with these evil things and people.  

- This woman represents faithlessness to God and infiltrates the world with 
something that is abominable, in comparison to the holiness and purity of God.  

 
19:1-8 After these things I heard a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, 
saying, “Alleluia! Salvation and glory and honor and power belong to [b]the Lord 
our God! 2 For true and righteous are His judgments, because He has judged the 
great harlot who corrupted the earth with her fornication; and He has avenged on 
her the blood of His servants shed by her.” 3 Again they said, “Alleluia! Her 
smoke rises up forever and ever!” 4 And the twenty-four elders and the four living 
creatures fell down and worshiped God who sat on the throne, saying, “Amen! 
Alleluia!” 5 Then a voice came from the throne, saying, “Praise our God, all you 
His servants and those who fear Him, both small and great!” 
6 And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as the sound of many 
waters and as the sound of mighty thunderings, saying, “Alleluia! For the Lord 
God Omnipotent reigns! 7 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the 
marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.” 8 And to 
her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is 
the righteous acts of the saints. 
 

- Again, in this section we have Jesus, His church, and judgement.  
- This starts with a judgement against this great evil, and ends with the church no 

longer being subjected to this evil, but ending as the wife of the lamb – the 
greatest of all relationships. We are seen in Heaven in this beautiful state of 
being united with Christ, not as servants, not as slaves, not even as brothers 
alone, but as His beloved wife.  

 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%2019&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-31019b
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Section 7: Chapters 20-22 
 

Revelation 21 – A New Heaven and  New Earth 
Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away. Also there was no more sea. 2 Then I,John, saw the holy city, 
New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, 
“Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they 
shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. 4 And God 
will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor 
sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have 
passed away.” 
5 Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” And He 
said to me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.” 
6 And He said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning 
and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who 
thirsts. 7 He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he 
shall be My son. 8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, 
sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake 
which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.” 

 
- “Tabernacle” simply means a dwelling place. 
- This passage represents the ultimate triumph of Christ, and the fruit of that triumph 

– no more death, pain, sorry, or crying. What a beautiful prospect. 
- In verse 7, we’re reminded of the 7-sealed scroll and the inheritance that was lost. 

No longer is it lost. 
- In all seven sections, these pictures are presented with a freshness and newness 

as though they build on one another. There are sad components – death, 
martyrdom, judgment, sin – and then you also have Jesus who is the lamb, the 
one who triumphs and is on the throne. And then you have the saints – the church 
– anyone who believes in Jesus. 

 
 
He said to me 
 
6 And He said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the 
End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts.  
 

- I want to personalize that right now. Jesus is saying the same thing to you and me 
today. It’s done. You can find a new life, a new future, a new hope, a new faith. 
You can be free from the curse of sin and death, and the sin and guilt you might 
be carrying. None of your efforts is ever going to change that, but faith in Jesus 
will. He is the only one worthy to take the inheritance that was lost and pay the 
price – and He did it as the lamb, not as the lion. That’s who He is. He has the 
authority, but the means was His death – the lamb who died. All throughout the 
book of Revelation you see reference to His blood, death, and resurrection.  
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- “He said to me” – will you personalize that? 
- Jesus is here to say to you that there is something more, something better, and 

there is something now for you. Just receive it. Just say “Jesus, I need your help. 
You’re the only one who can save me from my sin, and I see that now. And I just 
want to start a faith walk with you now. And I ask that you forgive me of my sins 
and let me be a part of all the wonderful things that have been read from the book 
of Revelation.” 
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