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STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION 

STUDY ONE 

PERPLEXING TIMES 
Bruce Morrison 

 

  

INTRODUCTION 

  

To a suffering church, bewildered and confused about their circumstances.  The times 
were perplexing indeed, unimaginable for most of us.    
  

The cause was the hardship, tribulation, and persecution they were enduring under the 
tyranny of Nero, the Roman Emperor.  Thousands of Christians were martyred (died for 
their faith), at his hand. 
  

Nero believed that Christians were atheists, so they did not deserve to live.  This may 
sound strange to us because as Christians we absolutely believe in God and consider it 
unthinkable that someone would call us atheists! 
  

But Nero and the Romans had their reasons.   They believed in many gods among whom 
were:   

• Jupiter – the supreme King of gods, and patron god of Rome 
• Juno – queen of the gods, and patron goddess of Rome 
• Minerva – goddess of wisdom, arts, trade, and strategy 
• Venus – goddess of love, beauty, fertility, sex, desire, victory, prostitution, patron 

of wine 
• Mars – god of war, virility 
• Apollo – god of music, healing. Light, and truth 
• Diana – goddess of the hunt, moon and birth 

  

Ask any Christian at the time if they believed in the existence of any of these gods and 
you would hear a resounding, “NO!”   So, if you did not believe in these gods, in the minds 
of the Romans you were an atheist. 
  

More than that, as emperor, Nero was considered to be a god with even greater power 
and position than the heavenly gods.  Worshipping him by confessing him to be Lord was 
required of Roman citizens.  Upon their refusal to do so, Christians were severely tortured 
and executed. 
  

Nero held parties in his gardens and for entertainment torture Christians.  One method 
was to cover them with animal skins and sick dogs on them who tore them to 
pieces.  Many were nailed to crosses. “Covered with the skins of beasts, they were torn 
by dogs and perished, 
 or were nailed to crosses, or set on fire, or fed to lions.   
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All this was done as a public spectacle.  Eventually, public opinion changed as people 
wondered why this one group was singled out for torture, unlike any others.  People began 
to feel compassion for Christians and enquired about their love, humility, and devotion to 
Jesus, even in the face of death.  Amazingly, as the grace of the Lord Jesus became 
known, especially in contrast to the brazen cruelty of the emperor, many Romans became 
Christians.     
  

 
Revelation 1:9-11 
 

I, John, both your brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom and patience 
of Jesus Christ, was on the island that is called Patmos for the word of God and for 
the testimony of Jesus Christ. 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I heard 
behind me a loud voice, as of a trumpet, 11 saying, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, 
the First and the Last,” and, “What you see, write in a book and send it to the seven 
churches 

Brother and Companion 

John, the great apostle that he was, did not refer to himself as such.  Instead, he was a 
“brother”, an equal.  He did not present himself as unapproachable or uncaring.  Instead, 
he was a “companion”, one who walked alongside others with keen interest, compassion, 
and love. 
 

Three realities, tribulation, kingdom, patience 

Tribulation was always present.  News of the death of friends and loved ones executed 
at the hands of Nero arrived with alarming regularity. Undoubtedly, the uppermost 
question in the minds of believers was, “Will I be next?”  John was a friend and companion 
helping others to face the ever-present possibility of death, supporting them when the 
sentence was passed. 
 

Sight of the kingdom of God could easily be lost during tribulation.  The Book of Revelation 
was given as a constant reminder and a powerful basis for faith that is greater than al of 
life’s trials that causes us to overcome and triumph.   
 

Patience is the virtue we most need.  Anxiety, fear and doubt are polar 
opposites.  Ultimately, patience will have its “perfect work”.  All we need for this to happen 
is … patience! 
 

I Was In The Spirit  

This is a truly amazing statement.  It speaks of the close intimacy and oneness a follower 
of Jesus can have with God.  As we are filled with the Spirit and walk with the Spirit, the 
realities of trials and tribulations and the infinitely greater realities of God’s kingdom come 
into perspective.  Without the presence of Holy Spirit, we can quickly default to confusion. 
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On the Lord’s Day  

The early church did not refer to the Sabbath in the same way the Jews did in the Old 
Testament.  Instead, since Jesus rose on the first day of the week (Sunday), this became 
the main day for worship.  It became known as “The Lord’s Day”.  It was on such a day 
that John received the revelations of this book.   
 

A Loud Voice like a Trumpet 

Trumpets in the Bible most often refer to ram’s horns called shofars.  They were used at 
Jewish feasts and as a battle signal.  Today, they are sounded at Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur. Seven trumpets are sounded in Revelation chapters 8-11. 
The loud trumpet John heard was not a shofar. It was, instead the VOICE OF JESUS 
HIMSELF!  He is announced as the Alpha and Omega, the first and the last. He is God 
Himself!  He is before all things (including trials and tribulations), and He outlasts all things 
for He is eternal. Of His kingdom there will be no end! 
John 16:33 

33 These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world 
you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” 
 
We live in two realities – we live in a world of troubles, burdens, pressures – but at 
the same time, Jesus is praying that in that we will have peace. Whatever trial we 
are going through, Christ is praying for us and telling us to be of good cheer – be 
happy – because “I have overcome the world”. He is already the victor and He will 
bring you into that victory with Him.  

  

Acts 14:22    

21 And when they had preached the gospel to that city and made many disciples, 
they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, 22 strengthening the souls of the 
disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith, and saying, “We must through 
many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.” 

 

Through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God 

The church at this time was going through tribulation. But Paul teaches that tribulation is 
an entry point to the kingdom of God. There is something for you no matter what you go 
through.  Through tribulation you can enter into fear and withdraw from faith, or we can 
pursue what God has for us because it’s good and we can trust Him. 
 

Romans 5:3  

Therefore, having been justified by faith, [a]we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in 
which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we 
also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; and 
perseverance, character; and character, hope. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+5&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28049a
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Verse 1-2 

We have been given blessings - peace, hope of the glory of God - based on Christ’s merit, 
not our own. Because He died on the cross and suffered for us, He paid the penalty for 
us that sin demanded. We are then in a transactional relationship with Him in that when 
we confess our sins, He takes them, nails them to the cross, and gives us His 
righteousness. It’s not something worked for but gifted to us.  
 

We Glory in Tribulation 

This means that when we’re in tribulation, we exhibit the glory of God - the fruits of the 
Spirit. This produces patience in us - we push through and persevere through the troubles 
and show the world that we are not people of fear and doubt, but we have unmovable 
faith and trust in Jesus. 
  

2 Corinthians 1:3-5   

 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and 
God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to 
comfort those who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are 
comforted by God. 5 For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation 
also abounds through Christ. 

 

God comforts us in our tribulation 

He does this, not only to take care of us, but so that we might comfort others who are in 
any trouble. The world is in trouble right now. This is a time to reach out and care for the 
world around us. We comfort with a comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by 
God. This relates back to John saying he is our companion - he speaks to us because 
he’s going through what the people are going through.  
 

Sufferings of Christ Abound 

When we go through sufferings, we connect with the sufferings of Jesus for the purpose 
of belief and faith. Christ suffered to take the world out of tribulation and bring us into 
safety. But through it, we connect with Christ.  
The word “tribulation” occurs 5 times in the book of Revelation. 
 

Persecution 

Persecution is different from tribulation. Tribulations are the troubles of the world. 
Persecution means to suffer, and even die, because of your faith. 
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Matthew 13:20 - The Parable of the Sower 

But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy; 21 yet he has no root in himself but endures only for 
a while. For when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, 
immediately he stumbles.  

 

Tribulation or Persecution 

While receiving the Word of God produces great joy, for some, the moment tribulation, 
hardship or persecution comes - people laughing at you because of your faith today, or 
in the days of Revelation, death - they stumble. But here, Jesus speaks of and makes a 
distinction between persecution and tribulation.  
  

Acts 8:1-3 

Now Saul was consenting to his death. At that time a great persecution arose 
against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered throughout 
the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 2 And devout men carried 
Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him. 
3 As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, entering every house, and dragging off 
men and women, committing them to prison. 

  

Saul 

When this was written, Saul hated the church and was committed to destroying it. Later 
on he became Christianity’s greatest advocate. The book of Acts happened right at the 
outset of the church, so from the very beginning Christians were being persecuted. What 
is apparent, Jesus taught it, is that in this world you will have tribulation, and even 
persecution. The book of Revelation was written to help the Christians through this time 
of hardship, and to show them that that reality was not the only reality. Instead, there is a 
reality that cannot be seen unless it is revealed - and that is what the book of Revelation 
means - the revealing of something you can’t understand with your natural mind. 
  

Romans 8:35-37 

 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written: “For Your 
sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.”  37 Yet 
in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 

  

Is this the life of the Christian? To consider death as something that is a daily reality? 
Well, yes it is. Accepting Jesus is the beginning point. The life that comes after that is a 
life of self-denial. It’s a life where we sacrifice many things - even our lives as martyrs.  
Does this mean that throughout life, and throughout all that we read in the book of 
Revelation that we are just making it through? Just getting by? No - Christ says that we 
are more than conquerors. Just as in the book of Revelation we see Jesus as the great 
conqueror, and the one who triumphs over all evil, we are conquerors with Him.  


