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STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
STUDY EIGHT 

FORSAKEN LOVE – Part 1 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 

 
In our last study we looked at the good and the bad that was found in the seven churches of the 
Book of Revelation. We noted that in the letter to the church at Ephesus, which was the first 
church listed, that the first “bad” thing that Jesus mentioned was: 
 

4 Nevertheless, I have this against you, that you have left your first love. 5 Remember 
therefore from where you have fallen; Revelation 2:4-5 NKJV 
 
But I have this complaint against you. You do not love me or each other as you did at first.  
NIV 

 
Loving God first has always been the fundamental issue with God’s people. In Deuteronomy 6 
we read:   

1 These are the commands, decrees and laws the LORD your God directed me to teach 
you to observe in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, 2 so that you, your 
children and their children after them may fear the LORD your God as long as you live by 
keeping all his decrees and commands that I give you, and so that you may enjoy long 
life. 3 Hear, Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you and that you may 
increase greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the LORD, the God of your 
ancestors, promised you. 

- There are many promises that were given to Israel that applied to them and still apply to 
the church today  

- There are things for us to possess 
- There are promises for us to pursue 
- There are blessings that God assures for us to enjoy and experience  

4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 Love the LORD your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.  

6 These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. 7 Impress them 
on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the 
road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and 
bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on 
your gates. 

- These are the things that the church is called upon to talk about, to believe, to share, and 
to increase in their faith in practice 

- It is about loving God and putting Him first 
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Jesus reaffirmed the vital importance of this in Matthew 22:34-40:  

34 But when the Pharisees heard that He had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 
together. 35 Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, and 
saying, 36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?” 

37 Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your 
soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and great 
commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.” 

-  Israel was commanded to love the Lord and to teach the principles of love to their children  

The book of Revelation encapsulates all that Jesus said: what’s happened, what’s happening, 
and what will happen. So, what was it about the church of Ephesus and what they lost, that made 
Jesus focus on them first? What was it that they lost and how did they lose it? 

Well, the church of Ephesus had lost, rather abandoned, their first love – the most important thing 
to Christ. This resulted in strong rebuke from our Lord.  

Mike Bickle has commented on this thought below. (The bold and italicised emphasis are his.  
The quote appeared as a whole, I have separated it into paragraphs and made comments.) 
 

So, we are going to begin tonight by seeing the primary message to the seven churches, 
and that is to love God with all of their heart. We say, “Well, that seems pretty obvious,” 
but I think the message is that the Holy Spirit is going to establish the first commandment 
in first place. 

- This does not mean that loving God is already established in the church 

 

That message is not on the minds of hundreds of millions of believers. Though it seems 
self-evident and obvious that it is number one on God’s agenda, but it is probably on the 
back end of the top ten in the Church. It is not on most people’s minds, and I do not want 
to ever just run past this subject because I do not think we can repeat it or say it too many 
times to remind the Body of Christ and call our own hearts to it. 

 

Tonight, I want to give a snapshot of the fact that He is calling the Church to how He called 
three of the seven churches to this in a very specific way. He was really saying this: “Make 
the first commandment first. Take time to connect your heart to Me. 

- Love the Lord your God with all your heart. Make this first.  

 

 Do not be so busy, even in the revival ministry, and forget Me.” That is what He is saying 
to three of the churches, and that is what He is telling the end-time Church. 

- We talk about revival. We pray for revival. And it is the heart of God. However, when 
revival comes, we can become so caught up in it that or we disconnect from our love from 
God because we’re so happy and busy in the revival.  
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I have no question that the one church of the seven churches that globally describes 
the Body of Christ in the earth now is the Laodicean church, not just in the Western 
world but in the earth.  

- The Laodicean church was the last church and it was the church that claimed it was rich, 
but it was not in God’s eyes. In fact, it was a dead church. They said that they were alive, 
but in fact, they were dead. 

 

The great miracle of the end times is that the Holy Spirit is going to transform the 
Laodicean church of this hour into the prepared Bride.  

There is a bigger storyline: He is after our heart; He is preparing a Bride for His 
Son’s return. When we lose sight of a Bridegroom King preparing a Bride, then the 
book of Revelation just becomes a book debating end-time charts, facts, and 
events. 

- The actual timing of the things and events in the book of Revelation become less important 
to us if our primary focus is on God’s love. And when we study the book, we can interpret 
it in terms of His love, and how He is preparing His Bride for the return of Jesus. 

 

Beloved, it is about a Bridegroom King beckoning a Church with a Laodicean attitude to 
be completely transformed that He might come for her as a prepared Bride.   And that is 
what I call one of the greatest miracles in human history in terms of the human 
population. 

 

I mean the greatest miracle is Jesus coming and raising from the dead and then 
returning. That is the greatest one. However, in terms of the human experience, the 
greatest miracle of human history is the transformation of the end-time church from 
a passive Laodicean spirit to a prepared Bride. 

 

Now the Church in two thousand years has never seen herself, not universally, as a Bride. 
The Church has seen herself as an army, as a family, as a kingdom, as priests, as a 
temple, and various things. However, the majority of the Church has never, in two 
thousand years, seen herself as a cherished Bride. 

- We tend to focus on so many things in the world around us. We focus on all the stresses 
and trials of this time. However, God is calling us to be raised up as a prepared Bride for 
the return of Jesus. The Word of God says that when these things begin to happen, look 
up because our redemption is drawing close to the end. The final return of Jesus Christ 
and our preoccupation should be nothing and no one else other than loving Jesus. 

 

 
THE BIRTH OF THE CHURCH AT EPHESUS 
 
In the beginning, the church of Ephesus truly was a church of love. They loved God and were 
entirely fixed on loving Him. But something happened, and they forsook that love. In order to 
understand why they forsook their love for Jesus, we need to understand their history.  



 4 

 
While on His second missionary journey, Paul visited the city of Ephesus. This happened around 
55 AD. The Book of Revelation was written in 96 AD.  Therefore, at the time when Jesus said 
they had lost their first love, the church was about 40 years old.  The beginning of the church is 
recorded in Acts 19. 
 
They had little knowledge of Jesus or the gospel - Acts 19:1-2 

1 And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having passed through the 
upper regions, came to Ephesus. And finding some disciples 2 he said to them, “Did you 
receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”  So, they said to him, “We have not so much 
as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.”   

- They were disciples but they really had not been taught. They did not even know that there 
is a Holy Spirit. They are like in the beginning phases of their walk with Jesus.  

Water baptism - Acts 19:3-4 

3 And he said to them, “Into what then were you baptized?”  
So, they said, “Into John’s baptism.” 
4 Then Paul said, “John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to the people 
that they should believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.”  
5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
 

- They experienced two water baptisms. One of them was at the time of John the Baptist 
who was a contemporary of Jesus. John and Jesus were both preaching the kingdom of 
God.  
 

- John was talking about forsaking sin. That we need to repent because we are sinners, 
and he would cry out against the sins of the nation, of political leaders, and of religious 
leaders. People would come by crowds to the river Jordan for John to baptize them. It was 
a baptism of repentance - an important beginning point. We do not begin to become 
followers of Jesus until we repent. Salvation is based upon us being will ing not just to 
receive but also to reject. We need to reject our sinful practices in order to allow God to 
purify and save us.  

 
- Baptism is more than repentance – it is a relational experience with Jesus Christ, 

identifying with His death and resurrection. 
 

- When you decide to move into the kingdom of God and its fullness in your life, and if you 
are going to be the prepared Bride of Jesus, it means that you have to be willing to be 
taught. It means that the most important things for you are the Holy Scriptures and the 
Holy Spirit leading you into the truth of God.  
 

- It says that the people of the church of Ephesus were baptized in the name of Jesus. This 
is the second baptism. It is an act made by a person’s own free choice. 
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The baptism of the Holy Spirit Acts 19:5-6 

And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke 
with tongues and prophesied. 7 Now the men were about twelve in all.    

- Paul taught them about the water baptism and about the experience of being baptized in 
the name of Jesus. They listened and they followed him, but it does not seem like that 
Paul taught them about the Holy Spirit. Instead, the scriptures say that he laid hands on 
them and they were filled with the Holy Spirit, they spoke in tongues, and they prophesied.  
 

- The experience that God wants us to have is not just in teaching and what our minds 
know. The Holy Spirit wants to come into your life and invade it. He wants to fill your life. 
He wants to give you a language that you have never learned for you to be able to pray 
with understanding, with the Spirit, in order to have an insight that you could never have 
otherwise. There is more for you to be filled. 

 
- Some of us might have a spiritual plug that gets pulled. We are filled with Holy Spirit, but 

as time goes on and pressures and trials come about, it feels like the plug gets pulled and 
slowly we become empty and we lose our spiritual power and passion. Is this what 
happened in the Ephesian church? 

 

The Importance of Teaching - Acts 19: 8-10 

8And he went into the synagogue and spoke boldly for three months, reasoning and 
persuading concerning the things of the kingdom of God. 

- Ephesus was a Greek city. In many Greek cities, Jews have moved there because of the 
famine that happened in Israel. When they moved into these Greek cities, they established 
synagogues which are places of the teaching of the law.  
 

- It says that Paul went into the synagogue in Ephesus and he spoke boldly for three 
months. He was preaching the Gospel and he was preaching Jesus as the fulfillment of 
all the old testament prophecies concerning Messiah.  

9 But when some were hardened and did not believe, but spoke evil of the Way before 
the multitude, he departed from them and withdrew the disciples, reasoning daily in the 
school of Tyrannus. 

- Jesus is the Way being referred to in this scripture of John 14:6 - “I am the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life”. So, Christians became known as followers of “the Way” 
 

- There was a limited possibility for the teaching of the Gospel because of the hardness of 
men’s heart.  

10And this continued for two years, so that all who dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord 
Jesus, both Jews and Greeks. 
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- Everyone heard the teaching. It went right through all of Asia and both Jews and Greeks 
heard the Gospel.  But hearing does not necessarily mean changing or accepting. In fact, 
so many people have heard but have not believed. 

Miracles Acts 19:11-12 

11Now God worked unusual miracles by the hands of Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs 
or aprons were brought from his body to the sick, and the diseases left them, and the evil 
spirits went out of them.  

- All of this is something that the Ephesian church heard and experienced. They had 
marvelous teaching. They listened to Paul teach the Gospel. They had the powerful 
experience of being filed with the Holy Spirit, which opened their minds, their hearts, and 
their spirits to be able to receive the teaching of the Word of God. 
 

- The church of Ephesus was a group of people that were totally prepared and equipped to 
receive the word of the Lord and to be taught and empowered by it. They connected with 
Jesus because they were baptized under John and in the name of Jesus. They fell in love 
with God and to what He had done for them when they were baptized in His name. They 
fell in love with the Holy Spirit that filled them and opened their whole mind, soul, body, 
and spirit to the wonderful person of Jesus. They fell in love with the Word as they listened 
to it being taught for two years and seeing how it spread all through Asia. 
 

- God has also allowed them to experience His miracles and His power, even for those who 
could not come. People were healed. People who were possessed by the devil and evil 
spirits were set free. The church of Ephesus loved it. 
 

- But Jesus said, you have left your first love. You have abandoned things you once 
embraced. You have abandoned the giving of tithes and offerings, the giving of your time 
for corporate prayer, and your focus on Jesus. You’ve become fixated on making more 
money, advancements, achievements, and career, and this has become your passion. 
You have given a lot of legitimate reasons just to stay away from the church. 
 

- We have to choose to say that with the help of the Holy Spirit, we are going to put things 
back together. I am going to be a member of the end-time church that rises in the anointing 
of the Bride, to be a fit Bride for the groom when He returns.  
 

- This is pivotal for the life of our church. You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, all your mind, all your soul, and all your strength.  

 

 

 


