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STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
STUDY TEN 

                                                EARS 
 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The Book of Revelation’s primary purpose centres on the relationship between Jesus and His 
church.  At the time the book was written the church was experiencing extreme hardship due to 
persecution.  Many believers were put to death because of their faith.  Economic loss, the loss 
of property, displacement, poverty, suffering, all were everyday realities.    

Everywhere you looked, everything you heard was full of negativity and despair. 

Jesus spoke to the seven churches named in chapters two and three in a manner that had the 
potential to clearly change things.  The message to each church was different with the 
exceptions that the opening words and the closing words were the same.  The endings of each 
message include these words: 

  “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” 

                    Revelation 2:7.  

• Not everybody with physical ears hears the deeper and more wonderful truths that 
only come from the Holy Spirit and they come into the depths of our being to where 
our lives are transformed and changed. 

• Part of the verse above is the word “let” or give permission, allow, or enter a place 
where God’s spirit can reach you and talk to you deep within your own life and heart. 

• All through the book of Revelation, that expression does not appear again until 
Revelation 13:9, where John is talking about the Antichrist. 

And in Revelation 13:9, immediately following a description of the Antichrist, we read, “Whoever 
has ears, let them hear.” The readers of Revelation are called upon to pay close attention and 
seek God’s wisdom concerning what is written. 
 
            -     There are things that God wants us to know that affect our relationship with Him.  

 
These texts imply that some people have ears while others do not.  Obviously, people then and 
now have ears, so what does this mean?  The meaning of the verse has to do with another kind 
of hearing, one that does not come through sound waves in the atmosphere but comes through 
the Holy Spirit.  The first is natural, the second is spiritual.  The phrase “He that has an ear” 
does not refer to our physical ears.  However, our natural hearing can teach us much about how 
spiritual hearing happens.  The Bible bears this out in this text: 

…….. the spiritual is not first, but the natural, and afterward the spiritual. 

                               1 Corinthians 15:46 

• When it comes to figuring out anything, it is not the spiritual that teaches us about the 
natural. It is the natural that teaches us the spiritual. 

• Our physical ears can tell us a lot how to hear the voice of the spirit of God and to hear 
His voice. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%2013.9
https://www.gotquestions.org/what-is-the-antichrist.html
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OUR PHYSICAL EARS 

Our ears are responsible for hearing sounds and for balance in the human body.  

• One primary purpose of our ears is to pick up sounds that are around us and through 
a process that goes in from our outer ear to our middle ear then through our outer 
ear. From there, it goes through the auditory nerves to the brain where it interprets 
the information that we receive so that we hear sounds. 

• Another purpose of our ears is that it helps us to maintain balance. Our ears are 
essential to maintaining equilibrium in our body. 

• The voice of the Holy Spirit to our inner being does the same thing. He helps us to 
figure out things and not get all filled with worry and out of balance with this or denial 
and out of balance that way. The Holy Spirit allows us to be able to take the things of 
life, good or bad, and put them into perspective. 

The ear has three parts – the outer, middle, and inner ears – which collect sounds from the 
environment and transmit them to the brain. 

Outer ear 

The outer ear collects sounds from the environment and funnels them through the auditory 
system.  It collects invisible sound waves from the environment funnelling them into the outer 
ear. The sound waves are guided down your ear canal towards the ear drum. 

• This also relates to our spiritual nature. There are all kinds of things that are being 
said these days. There are a lot of sounds that can come almost from any source 
within your family or friends. 

Middle Ear 

The middle ear transmits sound from the outer ear to the inner ear.  This is a hollow, air-filled 
space that connects to the back of the throat and nose through the Eustachian tubes. 

Ear drum vibrations continue into the middle ear where the 3 smallest bones in the human body 
are found. These are known as the hammer (malleus), anvil (incus) and stirrups (stapes) – 
named because of their shapes. 

The main function of these bones is sound amplification. Sound waves make them vibrate, 
causing sound to be transmitted to the inner ear. 

Inner ear 

The inner ear is responsible for interpreting and transmitting sound (auditory) sensations and 
balance (vestibular) sensations to the brain. 

This is found in the temporal bone of the head and is made up of 3 related parts – 
the cochlea (or spiral tube), 3 semicircular canals and the vestibule (labyrinth). 

The cochlea is responsible for hearing. It contains tiny hair-like cells connected to the acoustic 
nerve. This nerve changes energy vibrations in the inner ear fluid into nerve impulses that go to 
the brain. The brain interprets the impulses received to identify what you are hearing.   
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• This is a picture where natural comes first then comes spiritual. We get a picture of 
how we interpret things in our spirit and our soul, and it can cause us to be fearful in 
one side or doubtful in the other. These signals that you hear through your life, 
through the sounds, and through the things we have experienced, can be positive or 
negative.  

• Therefore, Jesus said, “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.” Jesus wants you to know that there are good things to hear. Good things 
to bring into your outer ear; all of the peripheral sounds you hear, and into the inner 
ear - where they get magnified and transmitted to your brain and you start to hear 
things that are good. 

 

THINGS JESUS SAID ABOUT HEARING 

Matthew 13:3-9 

Then He spoke many things to them in parables, saying: “Behold, a sower went out to 
sow.  

• When God is talking about the sower, He is giving a parable about people who 
share the Gospel of Jesus, or the Bible, or it can also be the witness that comes 
from many sources. It is a picture of the Word of God. 

4 And as he sowed, some seed fell by the wayside; and the birds came and devoured 
them. 5 Some fell on stony places, where they did not have much earth; and they 

https://www.sciencelearn.org.nz/images/2315-ear-structure
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immediately sprang up because they had no depth of earth. 6 But when the sun was up, 
they were scorched, and because they had no root they withered away. 7 And some fell 
among thorns, and the thorns sprang up and choked them. 8 But others fell on good 
ground and yielded a crop: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 He who has 
ears to hear, let him hear!” 

• God is saying this parable but not everybody would understand it. Not everybody 
would perceive what He was saying. He says if you have an ear, let him hear. In 
other words, if you do not have an ear, you can get one. Your ways, your mind, 
and your hearing can change so that you can hear a better and transformative 
message. 

The hard ground represents someone who is hardened by sin; he hears but does not 
understand the Word, and Satan plucks the message away, keeping the heart dull and 
preventing the Word from making an impression. The stony ground pictures a man who 
professes delight with the Word; however, his heart is not changed, and when trouble 
arises, his so-called faith quickly disappears. The thorny ground depicts one who seems 
to receive the Word, but whose heart is full of riches, pleasures, and lusts; the things of 
this world take his time and attention away from the Word, and he ends up having no 
time for it. The good ground portrays the one who hears, understands, and receives the 
Word—and then allows the Word to accomplish its result in his life. The man 
represented by the “good ground” is the only one of the four who is truly saved, because 
salvation’s proof is fruit. 

• You need to hear what God said because there is something in it for you. Your 
life can change. It can be transplanted from where it is into soil that is good 
because the fourth type of soil was the good soil. This caused someone to 
receive the Gospel and grow in the Gospel. 

Matthew 13: 41-43 

The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all 
things that offend, and those who practice lawlessness, 42 and will cast them into the 
furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will 
shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears to hear, let him 
hear! 

• A person who does not accept Christ or chooses to live a life of sin and rebellion 
against God does not have a good end. The peril of the unrepentant.   

• The person who follows and accepts Jesus will have a good place in the 
kingdom. The joy of the righteous that they shall shine as the sun in the kingdom 
of their Father. A place where you will not be hurt or disappointed. It is a place 
where it gives you hope, peace, joy, and is infused with the love of Jesus and 
how He wants you to experience His love. 

What Does Jesus want you to hear? 

The answer, simply, He wants you to hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.  Notice that 
the seven letters written to the seven churches were authored by Jesus.  Therefore, it seems 
that the closing of each letter should read, “He that has an ear let him hear what Jesus is saying 
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to the church”.  Instead, each letter ends with the exhortation to hear what the Spirit is saying to 
the church.  The reason has to do with the nature of God’s word.  The Bible is more than words 
on a page, more than literature or a story.  The Bible is divinely inspired so to truly understand it, 
to obey it, and fashion one’s life in accordance with it, the help of the Holy Spirit is essential. 
 
 
PRINCIPLES TO UNDERSTAND AND FOLLOW 
 
First, the expression “He that has an ear let him hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches”, 
it signals that the truth being proclaimed is extremely important to Jesus.   

Second, Jesus is saying that there is more than what is obvious. He is calling us to pursue the 
deeper truth being set before us and not to be content to understand only what is on the 
surface.  

Third, it takes the supernatural help of the Holy Spirit to grasp it.  Even the most devoted 
believer will not be able to automatically comprehend the truth being set forth. Jesus is making it 
clear that it is beyond our natural ability. Jesus wants us to ask the Spirit for help.  
 
Fourth, each time Jesus spoke this exhortation in Revelation it was about their eternal rewards 
and destiny. He warned them and us to have ears to hear because it takes supernatural insight 
to grasp them. When reading each reward, pray; “Lord, show me more”.  
 
Fifth, it takes a focused determination to lay hold of the truths being referred to. We do not 
automatically respond to them in a deep and sustained way. It will take a tenacious commitment 
to maintain these truths in our lives long-term because of our propensity to lose touch with them.  
 
Sixth, Jesus started by speaking to individuals (“he” who has an ear) then changed to 
addressing a group (the “churches”). There is an individual and a corporate response that the 
Spirit desires.   
 
Seventh, with our physical ears we hear all sorts of ideas and opinions that come from the world 
that demand our attention and can shape our beliefs.  Similarly, Christians can hold views that 
are not in keeping with Biblical truth and by listening to them one can be sidetracked.   
 
Eighth, hearing what the Spirit is saying to the church will always be in keeping with the Word of 
God, the Bible.  
 

• You need the Holy Spirit to sort out what is true and what is not. It will give you the 
gift of discernment. Jesus said that when the Holy Spirit has come, He will teach you 
all things about Me.  

• The Bible and the Holy Spirit is very important. 

• He wants you to hear Him, not just at this Christmas season, but he want you to hear 
Him always. 
 

HEARING LOSS 

Hearing loss may result from  

• genetic causes, 

• complications at birth,  
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• certain infectious diseases,  

• chronic ear infections,  

• the use of particular drugs,  

• exposure to excessive noise,  

• ageing.  
 

60% of childhood hearing loss is due to preventable causes. 
 

• We need to protect our ears. We need to make sure that we are not listening to the 
noises that are out there. We need to keep it healthy, though there are some causes 
that we cannot control. However, there are causes that we can prevent. 

• The sounds that we hear in our natural world causes us to have great effect later on 
in our lives. 

 
 
Jesus said this, “My sheep know my voice” 

• He talked about being the good shepherd; the good shepherd who gives His life for 
His sheep. 

• There are other shepherds that tries to come into the fold through some other way, 
and they are thieves and robbers. They come into a person’s life and try to influence 
them away from the true shepherd. 

• Jesus said that He is the good shepherd. He is the true shepherd, and His sheep 
knows His voice.  

 
Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy, 
and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. Why spend money on what 
is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, 
and you will delight in the richest of fare. Give ear and come to me; listen, that you may live. I 
will make an everlasting covenant with you, my faithful love promised to David. (Isaiah 55:1–3)  

• Jesus wants you to listen. He has so many good things for you. Jesus have come to 
bless you, and not to hurt you. 

• He wants you to hear the message of hope that can be found in Christ, and the 
peace that He brings into this world.  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2055.1%E2%80%933
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