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STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
STUDY NINE 

FORSAKEN LOVE – Part 2 
 
 
INTRODUCTION   
 
In part one of this study we looked at the beginning days of the church at Ephesus. It 
began with just 12 men whose knowledge was so limited they were unaware of the person 
or work of the Holy Spirit. So, the beginnings were small and largely insignificant. 
 
But all this changed. The church grew dramatically. Most notably the church:   
 

• Came to understand and practice water baptism in the name of Jesus  

• Experienced the baptism of the Holy Spirit with speaking in tongues  

• Gave priority to teaching the Word of God   

• Miracles 

• Explosive growth 
 
In the Book of Revelation, the first of the seven churches mentioned is Ephesus. Though 
there were many good things about this church, Jesus called them to repentance because 
they had lost their first love, which happened over a period of 40 years. 
 
First love is priority love. It is about Jesus being first and foremost in all things.   
 
What caused the abandonment of their first love? The rest of Acts 19 shows us.   
 

DEMONIC POWER 

Counterfeit Power - Acts19:13 

13Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists took it upon themselves to call the 
name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, “We exorcise you 
by the Jesus whom Paul preaches.”  

- An exorcist is a person who casts out devils or demons 

Supernatural spiritual power exists in two forms – one is the power of God. This is true 
and good power. The other is the power of the devil, which is evil and destructive. A 
person can be harassed by, oppressed by, or possessed by an evil spirit, a demon.   

The Jewish exorcists attempted to deliver people (exorcise) those possessed by evil 
spirits. They recognized the power of Jesus and the credibility of Paul. However, it is 
apparent that they had no relationship with Jesus.   
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These Jewish exorcists did not know Jesus, they had simply head Paul speak His name. 
They referred to Jesus, but they had no relationship with Him. This means that it was not 
true power.  

Great caution needs to be taken before accepting spiritual counsel, direction, or ministry 
from anyone who does not demonstrate faith in and submission to Jesus. Many falsely 
use our Lord’s name and therefore appear as legitimate. 

One test is to know who they submit to. What church are they part of? If they cannot 
answer these things, then these should be an immediate warning to you. 

 

Evil power shrouded in religion - Acts 19:14-16 

14 Also, there were seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, who did so. 15 And 
the evil spirit answered and said, “Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are 
you?” 16 Then the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, overpowered 
them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and 
wounded.  

- This man possessed by the devil leaped on people because the demon inside 
did not recognize the power that these seven sons have. 

- Change: The man possessed by the devil leapt on Sceva’s sons because the 
demon recognized that they did not have power – namely, the power of Christ 
within them. 

The evil spirit recognized both Jesus and Paul. It also recognized powerlessness due to 
false religion. As sincere as Sceva and his sons may have been, they put themselves in 
grave danger through close connection with the demonic.  See also Mark 5:3, Mark 9:29, 
Luke 9:42.    

 

REVIVAL 

Acts 19:17-20 

17 This became known both to all Jews and Greeks dwelling in Ephesus; and fear 
fell on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified.  

The influence of true spiritual power has far-reaching affects. It caused people to 
recognize Jesus as the one true source of power greater than the devil or any demon. No 
people group, national, cultural, colour, economic or any other distinction is preferred 
above another. 
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18 And many who had believed came confessing and telling their deeds. 19 Also, 
many of those who had practiced magic brought their books together and 
burned them in the sight of all. And they counted up the value of them, 
and it totaled fifty thousand pieces of silver.  

Faith and confession go hand in hand. These people saw, and they believed. They 
confessed that they have involved themselves in witchcraft, magic, and other sorts of 
demonic activity, and rid themselves of those sinful practices accordingly. Though the 
word is not used, “repentance” was the result. The confessing people put “what is right” 
over “what it cost”. 

20 So, the word of the Lord grew mightily and prevailed. 

When it came to growth, it was not numbers of people – although there would have been 
many – it was not the number of miracles, it was not the burning of articles from demonic 
practices – it was the, “Word of the Lord” that grew mightily and prevailed. This is the 
essence of true revival.     

There was a battle going on, but the Word of the Lord magnified and prevailed. And the 
church of Ephesus experienced all of this. They knew how wonderful it was to experience 
true revival and have the spirit of God is move and influence so many people. As a result 
of all of this, there were compromises that they faced. This led to the loss of their first 
love.  

 

SATAN’S PUSHBACK – Genesis of forsaken love 

Paul leaves Ephesus - Acts 19:21-22 

21 When these things were accomplished, Paul purposed in the Spirit, when he had 
passed through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying, “After I have 
been there, I must also see Rome.” 22 So he sent into Macedonia two of those who 
ministered to him, Timothy and Erastus, but he himself stayed in Asia for a time.   

- Paul leaves Ephesus. People saw all the good things that were happening as 
being directly related to Paul, and they believed that with his leaving, the revival 
and spirit of God would leave.  

There is nothing wrong with loving someone and wishing the person would not leave.  
There is nothing wrong with having great affection for a pastor or other spiritual leader.  
The next chapter, Acts 20, shows how much the church loved Paul and did not want him 
to leave. However, as important as his role was, love for Jesus should have been first 
and foremost, not dependent on any other person. This was a part of the beginning of the 
lost love that happened. 
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Yes, God used people and individual to manifest his power, but the presence and the 
power of Jesus is not dependent upon any person, except the person of the Holy Spirit.  

 

Money Rules - Acts 19:23-27 

23And about that time there arose a great commotion about the Way.  

- The Way is a name that people gave to followers of Jesus, because they lived 
an entirely different Way of life. There was a complete abandonment of old 
lifestyles in order to follow Jesus. It was all encompassing Way of life because 
it affected family, marriage, finances, and every part of life.  

24 For a certain man named Demetrius, a silversmith, who made silver shrines of 
Diana, brought no small profit to the craftsmen. 25 He called them together with the 
workers of similar occupation, and said: “Men, you know that we have our 
prosperity by this trade. 

 26 Moreover you see and hear that not only at Ephesus, but throughout almost all 
Asia, this Paul has persuaded and turned away many people, saying that they are 
not gods which are made with hands. 27 So not only is this trade of ours in danger 
of falling into disrepute, but also the temple of the great goddess Diana may be 
despised, and her magnificence destroyed, whom all Asia and the world worship.” 

- This became a huge challenge, and this is where the challenge comes into our 
lives. We see the distinction between following Jesus and the ways of the world 
– we see that the two ways of living are truly are opposite. 
 

- What happens in this scripture is that money rules. Demetrius, a silversmith, is 
concerned that if the people of the Way convince the people of Ephesus that 
God cannot be confined to silver statues and idols, he, and other silversmiths 
alike, will lose money. Further, they believed that this would bring disrepute to 
the great goddess of the Ephesians, Diana. Rather than finding their identity in 
the one true God, they found it in something so opposite – this idol.  

Demetrius challenged the pursuit of Jesus by referring to financial loss.  Silversmiths 
made their living by making idols and small portable temples, household gods.  See 
Genesis 31:19, Judges 17:5, 1 Samuel 19:13, Hosea 3:4. 
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Jesus said: 

24 No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, 
or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God 
and mammon.  Matthew 6:24 

- The word ‘mammon’ is about a then known deity. The deity of prosperity.   
 

- Jesus said that you cannot serve God and, at the same time, money. Money is 
something with which you serve God, and it is a part of your worship. 
 

- However, the whole way of the Silversmiths was to threaten by what it would 
cause them if they were to become true followers of Jesus.  
 

- Now, it was about counting a cost. What is more important? Money or Jesus? 

False, but popular beliefs about God - Acts19:28 

Now when they heard this, they were full of wrath and cried out, saying, 
“Great is Diana of the Ephesians!”  

- The people have become full of anger towards Paul and the Christians because 
they had harmed the most important part of their city – Diana. Diana was a 
celebrated goddess, one of the 12 main deities. She was worshipped in Egypt, 
Athens, Cilicia, and other nations. Ephesus was a city totally devoted to 
worshipping her.   

- There was a challenge now for the people of Ephesus: who will you worship? 
 

- These challenges still happen today. There are so many expressions of 
spiritual power that do not come from God. 

Without a doubt, Ephesian believers in Jesus wrestled with popular notions about Diana, 
not wanting to be “different”.  Some would compromise, thereby losing their first love for 
Jesus.    

- Jesus never changed His love for us, but we so often changed our love for Him 
through compromise, just as the Ephesians were challenged with. 

There are many forms of worship of false gods in our world today. The church is often 
unaware of them, particularly as they relate to Western cultures like Canada. 
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Confusion - Acts 19: 29-34 

29 So, the whole city was filled with confusion, and rushed into the theater with one 
accord, having seized Gaius and Aristarchus, Macedonians, Paul’s travel 
companions.  

- Everyone had witnessed what Paul and the Christians had done – the miracles 
and the people who were freed from the evil spirits. But then there came the 
introduction of money, things, and false gods. This led to the city becoming 
confused as to who or what to choose.  

30 And when Paul wanted to go into the people, the disciples would not allow 
him. 31 Then some of the officials of Asia, who were his friends, sent to him 
pleading that he would not venture into the theater. 32 Some therefore cried one 
thing and some another, for the assembly was confused, and most of them did not 
know why they had come together 

- First, the whole city was filled with confusion. But now when they try to resolve 
matters, the whole theater was filled with confusion. Things were not getting 
better.  

33 And they drew Alexander out of the multitude, the Jews putting him forward. 
And Alexander motioned with his hand and wanted to make his defense to the 
people. 34 But when they found out that he was a Jew, all with one voice cried out 
for about two hours, “Great is Diana of the Ephesians!” 

- Once again, they were faced with two options: to worship the God that Paul 
and Alexander spoke of, or to worship the false goddess Diana. And we see 
that they chose to worship Diana. 

 

When we compromise, we enter confusion. Confusion is a powerful force. It can greatly 
affect people’s lives. Without Christ, without Him being the center, and without love for 
Him being foremost, everything else brings us into some sort of confusion. 

 

Political Influence - Acts 19:35-41 

35 And when the city clerk had quieted the crowd, he said: “Men of Ephesus, what 
man is there who does not know that the city of the Ephesians is temple guardian 
of the great goddess Diana, and of the image which fell down from Zeus?  

- The clerk was discounting the whole thing that God had done through Paul. 
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36 Therefore, since these things cannot be denied, you ought to be quiet and do 
nothing rashly. 37 For you have brought these men here who are neither robbers of 
temples nor blasphemers of your goddess. 38 Therefore, if Demetrius and his fellow 
craftsmen have a case against anyone, the courts are open and there are 
proconsuls. Let them bring charges against one another. 

- Now, peace is starting to be promoted.  

 39 But if you have any other inquiry to make, it shall be determined in the lawful 
assembly. 40 For we are in danger of being called in question for today’s uproar, 
there being no reason which we may give to account for this disorderly 
gathering.” 41 And when he had said these things, he dismissed the assembly 

- In resolving spiritual matters, we read that it was a politician who did it. 
 

- One of the things we learn is that when it comes to the Scriptures, the kingdom 
of God is not advance by politics, but by the church. God works through people 
of faith. 

 
RESTORATION 
 
 

In Revelation 1-3, John shared a vision highlighting 30 descriptions of Jesus’ majesty, 
ministry, and personality, and 22 eternal rewards. Each description and reward are a 
necessary aspect in equipping the end-time Church to overcome all sin as she is 
transformed to become the “prepared Bride” (Rev. 19:7).  

7…for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself 
ready. (Rev. 19:7)  

- The end time revival means that a church is being transformed. There is a 
church that will rise out of forsaken love and a church that is totally devoted to 
Christ and to its church.  
 

- The scripture refers to ’wife’ being the church. The church has something to do 
and it has getting ready to accomplish. God has called us today as a church to 
do that; to make ourselves ready and abandon the compromises that we can 
make. 
 

- God loves and protect us. Surrender your worries, problems, and sufferings to 
Jesus because He cares for us, He will always be with us and He will go through 
anything with us. Whatever happens in this world, nothing can take away the 
relationship that He has for us and we for Him.  
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