
STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
STUDY ELEVEN 

CHRISTMAS GARMENTS 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Garments are an expression of the kind of event we’re participating in – formal garments, 
academic garments, military garments, police garments, legal garments, weddings garments 
 
There are several references to garments in the Book of Revelation. This study, presented two 
weeks before Christmas 2020, celebrates the joyful significance of the gifs of garments that we 
receive from Jesus, gifts of love and grace. 
 
 
SWADDLING CLOTHES  
 
The Christmas story contains these familiar words from Luke 2:7 

And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid 
Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.    NKJV 

She gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and laid him 
in a manger, because there was no lodging available for them.    NLT 

 
Swaddling clothes are cloths and bands used in the practice of swaddling, or essentially 
“wrapping” an infant tightly in cloth. The idea behind swaddling is that it helps the baby transition 
from the snugness of a womb to the outside world. Swaddling has been proved to help infants 
sleep better, to prevent them from scratching themselves, and to reduce the risk of SIDS. Many 
cultures still practice swaddling today. 
 

 
 
https://www.todaysparent.com/baby/the-right-way-to-swaddle/ 

https://www.todaysparent.com/baby/the-right-way-to-swaddle/


 
The incarnation, God becoming man in the person of Jesus, Emmanuel – God with us, is 
powerfully portrayed by the limitations imposed by swaddling clothes on a baby.  A text that 
describes this in detail is Philippians 2:5-11. 
 

Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, 
did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, 
taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in 
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, 
even the death of the cross.   

 
The humility, the condescension of Christ, was for a most important purpose – the salvation of all 
who believe in Him. For the one true God to be one of us, to be human so He could die for us is 
the essence of the Gospel. 
 
 
PROPHETIC SCRIPTURES ON THE GARMENTS OF JESUS 
 
In the Bible, garments portray glory and beauty. These are specifically used in prophetic 
scriptures. 
 
Psalm 45:8 
 

All Your garments are scented with myrrh and aloes and cassia, 
Out of the ivory palaces, by which they have made You glad. 

 
Psalm 104:1-2 
  

Bless the LORD, O my soul! 
O LORD my God, You are very great: 
You are clothed with honor and majesty, 
2 Who cover Yourself with light as with a garment, 
Who stretch out the heavens like a curtain. 
 
- Here we read that clothes represent honor and majesty. These images show us that 

Jesus covers himself with light – He wears it like a garment. 
 
GARMENTS IN THE GOSPELS 
 
Matthew 6:28-29 
 

“So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they 
neither toil nor spin; 29 and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not 
arrayed like one of these. 
 
- We see that those who follow God don’t have to worry about how they will provide for 

themselves, nor what they’ll wear.  
 
 
 



Matthew 9:20-22   

And suddenly, a woman who had a flow of blood for twelve years came from behind 
and touched the hem of His garment. 21 For she said to herself, “If only I may touch His 
garment, I shall be made well.” 22 But Jesus turned around, and when He saw her He 
said, “Be of good cheer, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And the woman was 
made well from that hour. 

- This woman had bled for twelve years. But there was something about those garments 
that inspired her to believe that if she could just touch the hem of Christ’s garments, 
she would be made well. This physical desire to touch the hem of His garment 
represented the faith she had in Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 17:1-3 

After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led 
them up a high mountain by themselves. 2 There he was transfigured before them. His 
face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. 3 Just then there 
appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. 

4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three 
shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 

- So suddenly this location becomes more heaven than it is earth. Christ’s face shone 
like the sun – a brilliance that they had never seen before. And His garments were 
white like the light – a picture of absolute purity and absolute divinity.  

- Peter knew that it was good to be there – he wanted to stay there, to build a shelter 
and stay there, and leave behind the hardships of the world. But Jesus was trying to 
show them that there was a brightness in their future. He was bringing them into a 
reality that was even more real than what they live every day.  

John 19:23 
 

23 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus they took his garments and made four parts, one 
for each soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic was without seam, woven from top to bottom.  

 
- The seamless tunic wasn’t just mentioned for its monetary value, it was also part of 

the liturgical vestments, that were designed by God and given to Moses in the desert 
of Sinai. It represented what the priests wore, representing their special position as a 
mediator between the people and God. Throughout the books of Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers and Deuteronomy, there are many mentions of linen garments that are to be 
worn by the priests that serve at the tabernacle, and even Ezekiel mentions several 
times the linen garments to be worn during Temple service. 

- Christ wearing this seamless tunic while He was going to the cross represents Him as 
our high priest, laying down His life for us. 

 
 
 
 
 



GARMENTS IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION 

 Revelation 1:10-13 

10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I heard behind me a loud voice, as of a 
trumpet, 11 saying, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last,” and, “What you 
see, write in a book and send it to the seven churches which are in Asia: to Ephesus, to 
Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.” 

12 Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven golden 
lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed 
with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band. 

- John turns to see Jesus – the Son of Man – dressed in a golden band, beautiful and 
priestly. 

Revelation 3:4-5 
  

You have a few names even in Sardis who have not defiled their garments; and they shall 
walk with Me in white, for they are worthy. 5 He who overcomes shall be clothed in white 
garments, and I will not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name 
before My Father and before His angels. 

 
- The garments that He speaks about is the idea of being clothed in His righteousness 

– the free gift of salvation that He provides for us. 
- How do we prevent ourselves from defiling our garments – the salvation that He has 

clothed us in? We invest in God and in His works as He has invested in us.  
 
Revelation 3:17-19 

 
Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing’—and do 
not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked — 18 I counsel you to 
buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you 
may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your 
eyes with eye salve, that you may see. 19 As many as I love, I rebuke 
and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. 
 

Revelation 7:9 
 

After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could count, from 
every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before 
the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in their hands; 
 
- Here we see that God has clothed people from every nation, tribe, people, and tongue 

in these garments. 
 
 
 
 
 



Revelation 19:6-8 

6 And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as the sound of many waters and 
as the sound of mighty thunderings, saying, “Alleluia! For the Lord God Omnipotent 
reigns! 7 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has 
come, and His wife has made herself ready.” 8 And to her it was granted to be arrayed in 
fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. 

9 Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of 
the Lamb!’  

- Here we see a picture of people of God declaring that the Lord God Almighty reigns – 
and they declare this in a time of persecution and hardship. Here His Kingship is 
mentioned in talking about His power. 

- But when it speaks of the bride preparing herself for marriage, He is mentioned as the 
Lamb, not King. This is because the marriage is not possible because of the power of 
God exclusively, but as it’s manifested in Jesus as He died on the cross. 

- We see that the wife has made herself ready, and because of this she is granted to be 
arrayed in beautiful attire. So, which is it – did she earn it, or was it gifted to her by 
God’s grace? Both are true. We’re saved by the blood of Christ, and then we’re 
summoned to live in a costly way, and just as He gave Himself for us, we give 
ourselves for Him. 

- We read that these fine linens are the righteous acts of the saints. What you do for 
Jesus and others, even if you think it’s not much it but if God is in it it’s great. 

- Verse 9 tells us that “blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the 
Lamb”. He calls us on the basis of our faith in Him. We are saved when we put our 
trust in Christ, on the merit of what He did on the cross for us. And on those merits and 
our acceptance of them, He invites us to His grand supper. 

 


