
WHY THE 10
PLAGUES?
This Sunday morning, our pastor spoke on

the strange time we're living in through

reading of the plagues of Egypt. If you

haven't had the chance to watch it yet, you

can find it here: Sunday Morning Sermon -

March 29, 2020, or on our YouTube

channel, "Christian Fellowship Church".
 

In Exodus 7-12 we find the story of the 10

plagues of Egypt. The Israelites had been

slaves in Egypt for ~400 years, and

whether through might or power, God was

going to do anything to have Pharaoh let

His people go. But not just that, God's

desire was also for the Egyptians to know

that He is the LORD* (Exodus 7:5).
*LORD (capitals) always refers to  Yahweh - the
God of the Israelites
 

The Egyptians had over 2000 gods -

anything from the god of the Sun to the

'ferryman' god. God's desire was to show

them that He alone was the true God.

Every plague was specific to a god the

Egyptians worshipped and pointed instead

to Yahweh - the God of the Israelites.
 

To name a few, in turning the Nile to blood

(Ex 7:14-25), God was declaring that  He

has authority over the Nile - not Hapi, who

they believed was the god of the Nile. In

the plague of darkness, God declared He

has authority over the sun, not Ra, who

they believed was the god of the Sun.
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And in the plague of the death of the first

born, God dispayed that He alone has

authority and power over life itself. 
 

Each of these plagues seem harsh. Couldn't

God have simply told Pharaoh He was God?

In Exodus 7:16 we read God telling Moses:

Then say to Pharaoh, ‘The Lord, the God of the
Hebrews, has sent me to say to you: Let my
people go, so that they may worship me in the
wilderness. But until now you have not listened.
God had told Pharaoh, and instead of

humbling himself and worshiping God, he

continued to refuse the LORD. 
 

God's desire throughout all of this was not

to punish the Egyptians, but instead to show

them "that I am the  LORD...and to bring the
Israelites out of it" (Ex 7:5), and that despite

plague or circumstance, God was still God.

Ultimately, God's desire was for both the

Israelites and the Egyptians to recognize

Him as LORD, repent, turn to Him and

worship Him. 
 

To worship God simply means to know Him

and have a relationship with Him. God's

desire then, and now, is to have a personal

relationship with each of us. And in knowing

Him, our love for Him grows.
 

CHALLENGE
Read 2 Peter 3:9. What do we read about

God? Throughout Exodus 7-12, how do we

see God displaying these characteristics

towards the Israelites and the Egyptians?
 

How did Pharaoh's hard heart hurt him and

his people? Read Ezekiel 36:26. What can

we do to have a soft heart? 
 

How can we see God working in the midst of

all that's happening today, just as the

Israelites did during the 10 plagues?

Sunday Morning Follow-Up

https://youtu.be/XgCTEZOxelI?t=258

