
PALM 
SUNDAY
Yesterday we celebrated Palm Sunday -

the day Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a

donkey and the crowds spread their cloaks

and palm branches on the road ahead of

Him. It seemed like all of a sudden, this

man was getting some major recognition -

in Matthew 21 we even read that "The
entire city of Jerusalem was in an uproar as he
entered. 'Who is this?' they asked" (vs. 10). 

 So who was He? Why were the crowds so

excited? And why were the people in such

an uproar about a man coming in on a

donkey?
 

Well, similar to how the Israelites lived in

Egypt without complete freedom, the Jews

were living in Roman-ruled Jerusalem. And

while they weren't slaves, they still had to

pay taxes to Caesar and submit to Roman

rule and soldiers. The Jews were long-

awaiting someone to save them - the

promised Saviour they'd heard of

throughout Scripture.
 

When Jesus arrived on a donkey - the

same man who had fed thousands, who

had walked on water, had healed

countless, and had even raised people back

from death - the people began to

understand. Being familiar with scripture,

seeing Jesus coming on a colt, their minds

would have immediately gone to Zechariah

9:9.
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"Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion!
    Shout, Daughter Jerusalem!

See, your king comes to you,
    righteous and victorious,

lowly and riding on a donkey,
    on a colt, the foal of a donkey."

 

This idea of a man riding on a donkey

actually fulfilled this prophesy - the people

realized that hundreds of years ago, the

King that Zechariah spoke of was actually

Jesus! Even Saul, in 1 Samuel 9-10 became

the first king of Israel by searching for his

lost donkeys. 
 

In the realization of all of this, the people

shouted “Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” (Matt

21:9). Hosanna actually means "Save, we

pray" and is used as a cry of happiness. So

in reality, the people were praising Jesus

for being their promised Saviour - they

were saying something along the lines of

"finally our help has come! This is our

Saviour".
 

CHALLENGE
Read Matthew 21:1-11. Based on what the

Israelites realized throughout this passage,

why do you think we celebrate Palm

Sunday?

Take a moment to ask God to speak to you

through this passage. Read it again. What 

is something God is saying to you?


