
OUR
RESPONSE
It seems like in this time, everyone is

wondering how to react - stay in our homes, 

 avoid contact with others, disinfect surfaces

often. But what about for us as christians?

What should our response be?
 

Many believe that the word "Christian"

originally, and literally, meant "little Christ",

and so to take on the name "Christian" is to

act as a "little Christ". In responding to Jesus

and calling ourselves "Christians", we choose

to take on His family name and act as an

ambassador on His behalf (2 Corinthians

5:20). 
 

So when we don't know what to do, we get

to first look to Jesus, examine His response,

and respond in the same manner. In last

week's  devotional (find it here), we explored

Christ's response to sickness. We saw that

instead of fearing and fleeing from the

diseased, Jesus was steady, seeing the man

for who he was and not his sickness, and

loving him as a child of God. 
 

Our response gets to be the same. Not just

because we've seen Jesus do it and can

attempt to act in the same way, but because

Jesus has  actually given us His same Spirit

and authority to do so. 
 

In 2 Timothy 1:7, we're reminded that "God
has not given us a spirit of fear,  but of power
and of love and of a sound mind".
 

Just like Jesus, we've been given the spirit,

not of fear, but of  power, love, and a sound

mind.
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+5%3A11-21&version=NIV
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/c7/c759cc6a-09b4-4f9b-906a-6d4d0bec8330/documents/Home_Church_-_Devo_4_How_did_JC_respond_to_sickness_.pdf


To have a sound mind means to be steady, and

not giving in to extremes (fear or apathy).

When we accept Christ as our Saviour, we're

given His mind, and that changes how we

think, act, and love!
 

In 1 Corinthians 11:1, Paul reminds us: "Follow
my example, as I follow the example of Christ". In

essence, we're being called to act as Christ

acts, and respond as Christ responded. Just

before this, he tells us in 1 Corinthians 10:31-

33 "So whether you eat or drink or whatever you
do, do it all for the glory    of God. 32 Do not cause
anyone to stumble,  whether Jews, Greeks or the
church of God—33  even as I try to please
everyone in every way.  For I am not seeking my
own good but the good of many, so that they may
be saved". 
 

Paul is explaining that no matter what we do,

do it in a manner that reflects Christ well. We

have an opportunity to live our lives in a way

that attracts people to the goodness of God!

So whether we're at home with our families,

working on the front-lines, or leaving home

once a week for groceries, we get to follow

Christ's example of living with power, love,

and a sound mind. 
 

CHALLENGE
Memorize 2 Timothy 1:7 with your family or

friends. 
 

What  are a couple of practical ways that you

can follow Jesus' example of living with power,

love, and a sound mind, wherever you are?
 

Read 1 Corinthians 10:31-33. How can you

live out this verse towards others?
 

Who is someone you know that might be living

in fear right now? Take a moment to pray for

them, then call them up and remind them that

they have the opportunity to live with power,

love, and a sound mind!
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