
HOW DID JESUS
RESPOND TO
SICKNESS?
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Living in a time where medical

advancements seem almost infinite, it's

hard to be confronted with a new illness

that neither medical staff, or the public

know how to deal with. Right now, if we

think we're at risk of being ill, we have to

give up our lives for two weeks and isolate

ourselves. Other than distant

conversations through a window, we're

left pretty alone. 

What's interesting though, is that life

today, and life 2,000 years ago really aren't

so different from each other. 
 

2,000 years ago, and even over the past

100 years, if someone was diagnosed with

leprosy, they had to give up their life and

go into isolation - not just for two weeks,

but forever. These people were considered

second-rate citizens, they couldn't hang

out with friends, they had to leave their

families, and they weren't even allowed in

a temple, or church.  
 

While today we're going through a similar

experience, our society is going through it

together. Then, lepers were simply

shunned from the rest of the world, told to

mind their own business and stay away

from the rest.
 

So in such a similar world, how did Jesus

respond to sickness?

Let's read Matthew 8:1-4 and find out.

1 When Jesus came down from the      
 mountainside, large crowds followed him. 

                    2 A man with leprosy came and knelt       
                    before him and said, “Lord, if you are      
      willing, you can make me clean.” 3  Jesus
reached out his hand and touched the man.  “I
am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” Immediately he
was cleansed of his leprosy. 4 Then Jesus said to
him,  “See that you don’t tell anyone.  But go,
show yourself to the priest  and offer the gift
Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.”
 

While most people then, and today, would

have told the man to isolate himself to

protect themselves, Jesus not only talks to

the man, but touches him. He acts without

fear of sickness, and instead shows the man

that he is more than his disease. Jesus chose

to love the man rather than fear his disease.

Then before telling him anything else, Jesus

reminds him to submit to his authorities

(here, the priests) and present himself clean

before them before engaging in other

contact. 
 

CHALLENGE
This week discuss the following questions

and verses with your family or friends.
 

What stood out to you most about the story

of Jesus and the leper? Were you surprised?

Humbled?  What did you think?
 

How do you think the  man with leprosy felt

when he saw Jesus amongst the crowd?

What do you think he was thinking?
 

What did the man do after Jesus had healed

him?
 

Overall, how do you think Jesus responded

to sickness?
 

Even though we can't go out and physically

touch people right now, how can we help

them from our homes?

To bring this story to life, click here!

https://youtu.be/VL8DThllZAY

