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MEMORY  VERSE 
 

Copy  a  portion  of  Scripture  on  a  card  and  tape  it  somewhere  in  your 
line  of  sight,  such  as  your  bathroom  window,  car  dashboard,  or  kitchen 
table .  Every  day  this  week,  think  about  it  when  you  sit  at  red  lights 
or  while  you  are  eating  a  meal .  Reflect  on  what  God  is  saying  to  you 
through  these  words .  On  the  sixth  day,  summarize  what  God  has  shown 
you  throughout  the  week . 
 

Love  never  gives  up. 

Love  cares  more  for  others  than  for  self. 
(1  Corinthians  13:4  MSG) 
 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 

In  his  book  Love  Within  Limits:  Realizing  Selfless  Love  in  a  Selfish  World, 
Lew  Smedes  wisely  observes  that  “love  is  an  uncommon  power  to  cope 
with  common  suffering .” 
 

Suffering  happens  in  this  world .  The  question  is  not  whether  we  are 

going  to  suffer .  In  this  life,  Jesus  said,  we  will  have  suffering  (John 
16:33) .  The  question  is,  are  we  able  to  respond  to  suffering—whether  our 
suffering  or  other  people’s—with  love? 
 

Love  never  gives  up .  Love  is—to  use  an  old-fashioned  word—long- 

suffering .  To  be  long-suffering  means  to  be  willing  to  hang  in  and  hold 
 



 
on .  We  may  be  able  to  grit  our  teeth  and  do  this  ourselves,  but  God  has 
a  more  excellent  way .  When  we  are  filled  with  God’s  love,  we  are  able  to 
endure  more  and  love  better .  That  begins  with  learning  how  to  receive 
love . 
 

 
SHARE  YOUR  STORY 
 

When  we  share  our  stories,  we  give  others  the  opportunity  to  see 
God  at  work .  Others  listen  and  learn  from  our  experience,  and  we  find 
courage  to  be  open  and  receive  support  from  those  who  listen  well .  As 
God  moves  both  in  and  through  you,  your  story  is  being  shaped,  even  in 
this  moment,  by  your  being  a  part  of  this  group . 
 

Open  your  time  together  with  a  brief,  simple  prayer  inviting  God  to 

be  with  you .  You  can  pray  for  specific  requests  at  the  meeting’s  end 
or  pause  to  pray  for  a  particular 
situation  during  your  discussion . 
 
 
Discuss  your  responses  to  the 
following  questions: 
• When  do  you  find  it  most 

difficult  to  love  someone? 
• What  risks  are  involved  in  love? 
 

Next,  watch  the  video  for  this 

session.  Use  the  Notes  space 
provided  to  record  key  thoughts, 
questions,  and  things  you  want  to 
remember  or  follow  up  on . 

HELPFUL  HINT  #2: 
BUILDING  THE  GROUP 

TOGETHER 
 

Every  group  is  a  mix  of 
people  with  different  gifts  and 
abilities,  and  every  small  group 
needs  that  variety  to  function 

well .  How  can  each  person 
contribute—perhaps  with 

hospitality,  prayer,  organizing 
an  event,  researching  a  topic, 
leading  worship,  inviting  new 

people,  or  something  else? 
Have  each  person  share  what 

their  gift  or  passion  is  and  how 
they  could  use  it  to  strengthen 

and  build  up  the  group . 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

HEAR  GOD’S  STORY 
 

God  uses  stories  to  guide  us .  When  we  read  the  true  stories  of  Scripture, 
we  learn  what  God  is  like,  we  see  his  plan  unfolding,  and  we  learn  principles 
for  our  own  lives .  Read  the  Bible  passage  below .  Then  use  the  questions 
to  guide  your  discussion . 
 

 
Read  1  Corinthians  13  (MSG) 
 

If  I  speak  with  human  eloquence  and  angelic  ecstasy  but  don’t 
love,  I’m  nothing  but  the  creaking  of  a  rusty  gate. 
 

If  I  speak  God’s  Word  with  power,  revealing  all  his  mysteries  and 

making  everything  plain  as  day,  and  if  I  have  faith  that  says  to  a 
mountain,  “Jump,”  and  it  jumps,  but  I  don’t  love,  I’m  nothing. 
 

If  I  give  everything  I  own  to  the  poor  and  even  go  to  the  stake  to 

be  burned  as  a  martyr,  but  I  don’t  love,  I’ve  gotten  nowhere.  So, 
no  matter  what  I  say,  what  I  believe,  and  what  I  do,  I’m  bankrupt 
without  love. 
 

Love  never  gives  up. 

Love  cares  more  for  others  than  for  self. 
Love  doesn’t  want  what  it  doesn’t  have. 
Love  doesn’t  strut, 
Doesn’t  have  a  swelled  head, 
Doesn’t  force  itself  on  others, 
Isn’t  always  “me  first,” 
Doesn’t  fly  off  the  handle, 
Doesn’t  keep  score  of  the  sins  of  others, 
Doesn’t  revel  when  others  grovel, 
Takes  pleasure  in  the  flowering  of  truth, 
Puts  up  with  anything, 
Trusts  God  always, 
 



 
Always  looks  for  the  best, 
Never  looks  back, 
But  keeps  going  to  the  end. 
 

Love  never  dies.  Inspired  speech  will  be  over  some  day;  praying 

in  tongues  will  end;  understanding  will  reach  its  limit.  We  know 
only  a  portion  of  the  truth,  and  what  we  say  about  God  is  always 
incomplete.  But  when  the  Complete  arrives,  our  incompletes  will 
be  canceled. 
 

When  I  was  an  infant  at  my  mother’s  breast,  I  gurgled  and  cooed 

like  any  infant.  When  I  grew  up,  I  left  those  infant  ways  for  good. 
 

We  don’t  yet  see  things  clearly.  We’re  squinting  in  a  fog,  peering 

through  a  mist.  But  it  won’t  be  long  before  the  weather  clears  and 
the  sun  shines  bright!  We’ll  see  it  all  then,  see  it  all  as  clearly  as 
God  sees  us,  knowing  him  directly  just  as  he  knows  us! 
 

But  for  right  now,  until  that  completeness,  we  have  three  things 

to  do  to  lead  us  toward  that  consummation:  Trust  steadily  in  God, 
hope  unswervingly,  love  extravagantly.  And  the  best  of  the  three  is 
love. 
 

•  What  are  your  thoughts  about  the  assertion  that  “love  cares  for 

others  more  than  for  self”?  In  what  ways  is  this  countercultural? 
•  Who  is  someone  you  have  known  who  loved  sacrificially,  even  loving 

when  it  hurt  them?  What  was  your  response  to  that  love? 
•  In  the  video,  it  is  observed  that  our  primary  job  is  first  to  learn  to 

receive  love .  What  surprises  you  about  this  statement?  What  gets  in 
the  way  of  your  being  able  to  receive  love? 

•  How  does  learning  to  receive  love  help  us  to  become  better  at  giving 
love? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
NOTES 
 

Use this space to record your thoughts, questions, and ponderings as you watch the video 
and discuss the Bible passage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CREATE  A  NEW  STORY 
 

In  this  section,  consider  how  you  will  apply  the  wisdom  you  learned 
from  the  teaching  and  Bible  study,  including  taking  some  practical  steps 
during  the  coming  week . 
 

•  Love  is  “enabled  in  seasons  of  suffering .”  Tell  about  a  season  of 

suffering  you  have  experienced .  What  did  you  learn  about  love 
during  that  time? 

•  Love  is  risky  and  requires  vulnerability .  What  scares  you  about 
offering  love  to  someone? 

•  Divide  into  pairs  to  form  accountability  partners .  Once  you  have 
your  partner,  read  and  share  your  thoughts  about  the  following 
question .  Help  each  other  identify  one  concrete  way  that  you  can 
demonstrate  love  to  the  person  you  choose . 

•  Who  is  one  person  you  want  to  give  love  to  this  week?  Pick 
someone  you  know  and  already  like  but  want  to  focus  love  on .  Do 
not  pick  a  family  member  or  an  enemy .  Focus  your  efforts  on  loving 
that  person .  Pray  for  them,  look  for  opportunities  to  show  them 
support  and/or  care,  and  see  what  God  does . 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last  week,  there  were  three 
options  for  an  action  step .  Have 
everyone  in  the  group  give  a  brief 
update  on  how  that  step  went . 
 

•  How  did  you  give  attention, 

time,  and  help  to  someone? 
•  How  did  the  one  step  you  took 

to  be  more  patient  work  out? 
•  How  did  you  interact  with  any 

of  the  people  you  identified  last 
week  who  might  be  spiritually 

HELPFUL  HINT  #3: 
ACCOUNTABILITY 

PARTNERS 
 

Accountability  partners 
create  an  opportunity  for 

more  in-depth  sharing  and 
personal  encouragement  as 
you  pursue  goals  you  each 

set  during  this  study .  Having 
a  partner  cheering  you  on 

increases  the  likelihood  that 
you  will  follow  through—plus 

it’s  more  fun! 

curious  but  might  not  yet  have 
a  relationship  with  God? 
 

To  close  your  time  together,  spend  time  in  prayer .  Prayer  is  not  just 

asking  God  for  things,  but  it  is  also  worshipping  God  and  telling 
him  how  much  we  love  him .  You  may  want  to  have  everyone  share 
something  they  are  grateful  for  or  some  way  that  God  touched  their  life 
this  week . 
 

OPTIONAL:  If  a  group  member  has  a  worship  song  that  they  find 
significant,  they  can  play  it  for  the  group  on  their  phone  or  other  device . 
 

Ask,  “How  can  we  pray  for  you  this  week?”  Invite  everyone  to  share,  but 

do  not  force  the  issue .  Be  sure  to  write  prayer  requests  on  your  Prayer 
and  Praise  Log. 

 



 
 
 
FOR  ADDITIONAL  STUDY 
If  you  would  like  to  explore  related  Bible  passages  on  your  own,  read 
the  passages  below  and  record  your  reflections  in  a  journal .  Select  a  few 
verses  and  paraphrase  them  (i .e .,  writing  them  in  your  own  words) .  If 
you  like,  share  your  paraphrases  with  the  group  the  next  time  you  meet . 
 

 
Read  Hosea  11:8-9 
 

“How  can  I  give  you  up,  Ephraim? 
How  can  I  hand  you  over,  Israel? 

How  can  I  treat  you  like  Admah? 
How  can  I  make  you  like  Zeboyim? 

My  heart  is  changed  within  me; 
all  my  compassion  is  aroused. 

I  will  not  carry  out  my  fierce  anger, 
nor  will  I  devastate  Ephraim  again. 

For  I  am  God,  and  not  a  man— 
the  Holy  One  among  you. 
I  will  not  come  against  their  cities.” 
 

•  We  can  sometimes  think  of  God’s  love  as  being  in  opposition  to 

God’s  judgement .  What  does  this  passage  say  about  the  relationship 
between  God’s  love  and  God’s  judgement? 

•  Spend  some  time  reflecting  on  the  idea  that  when  God  sees  your 
pain,  “all  [his]  compassion  is  aroused .” 

•  Knowing  that  God  feels  deep  compassion  for  you,  what  is  one  thing 
you  could  do  this  week  to  express  that  kind  of  compassion  for 
someone  else? 
 

Read  Hebrews  12:5-11  (MSG) 
 

My  dear  child,  don’t  shrug  off  God’s  discipline, 
but  don’t  be  crushed  by  it  either. 

It’s  the  child  he  loves  that  he  disciplines; 
 



 
the  child  he  embraces,  he  also  corrects. 

God  is  educating  you;  that’s  why  you  must  never  drop  out. 
He’s  treating  you  as  dear  children.  This  trouble  you’re  in  isn’t 
punishment;  it’s  training,  the  normal  experience  of  children.  Only 
irresponsible  parents  leave  children  to  fend  for  themselves.  Would 
you  prefer  an  irresponsible  God?  We  respect  our  own  parents  for 
training  and  not  spoiling  us,  so  why  not  embrace  God’s  training 
so  we  can  truly  live?  While  we  were  children,  our  parents  did 
what  seemed  best  to  them.  But  God  is  doing  what  is  best  for 
us,  training  us  to  live  God’s  holy  best.  At  the  time,  discipline  isn’t 
much  fun.  It  always  feels  like  it’s  going  against  the  grain.  Later,  of 
course,  it  pays  off  handsomely,  for  it’s  the  well-trained  who  find 
themselves  mature  in  their  relationship  with  God. 
 

•  Have  you  ever  felt  like  God  was  disciplining  you?  What  happened? 

•  Think  about  your  experience  with  the  child-parent  relationship .  How 
did  love  inform  how  your  parents  raised  you,  and/or  how  does  love 
inform  how  you  raise  your  children? 

•  This  week,  we  looked  at  how  love  hurts .  How  does  that  hurt 
ultimately  impact  our  ability  to  receive  and  give  love? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

DAILY  DEVOTIONS 
 

The  first  step  toward  serving  others  is,  paradoxically,  spending  time 
alone  with  God,  praying  and  studying  and  reflecting  on  God’s  word  (i .e ., 
the  Bible) .  In  our  hurry-up  world,  we  often  move  too  quickly  through 
everything—even  reading  God’s  word!  Slow  down .  Do  not  just  skim;  take 
time  to  read  and  reflect  on  the  text .  Ask  God  to  speak  to  you  through 
his  word .  Notice  which  word  or  phrase  stands  out  to  you .  Then  take 
some  time  to  journal  your  response  to  him .  Listen  to  what  God  wants  to 
say  to  you  through  his  word,  and  respond  to  him  as  you  meditate  on  the 
truths  of  Scripture . 
 

Day  1 

Read  2  Corinthians  4:6  (NLT) 
God,  who  said,  “Let  there  be  light  in  the  darkness,”  has  made  this  light 
shine  in  our  hearts  so  we  could  know  the  glory  of  God  that  is  seen  in  the 
face  of  Jesus  Christ. 
 

Reflect:  What  actions  can  result  from  God’s  light  shining  in  our  hearts? 
How  can  you  let  God’s  light  shine  on  those  around  you  this  week? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Day  2 
Read  2  Corinthians  4:7 
We  now  have  this  light  shining  in  our  hearts,  but  we  ourselves  are  like 
fragile  clay  jars  containing  this  great  treasure.  This  makes  it  clear  that 
our  great  power  is  from  God,  not  from  ourselves. 
 

Reflect:  Think  about  the  metaphor  of  a  fragile  clay  jar .  Even  if  you  are 
in  good  shape  physically,  in  what  ways  are  you  fragile?  What  does  your 
weakness  allow  others  to  see? 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Day  3 
Read  2  Corinthians  4:8-9 
We  are  pressed  on  every  side  by  troubles,  but  we  are  not  crushed.  We 
are  perplexed,  but  not  driven  to  despair.  We  are  hunted  down,  but  never 
abandoned  by  God.  We  get  knocked  down,  but  we  are  not  destroyed. 
 

Reflect:  Read  these  verses  out  loud,  slowly .  Which  word  or  phrase 
resonates  most  deeply  with  you?  Spend  some  time  reflecting  on  that . 
What  promises  do  you  find  in  these  verses? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Day  4 
Read  2  Corinthians  4:10 
Through  suffering,  our  bodies  continue  to  share  in  the  death  of  Jesus  so 
that  the  life  of  Jesus  may  also  be  seen  in  our  bodies. 
 

Reflect:  This  verse  explores  the  connection  between  our  spiritual  and 
physical  realities .  How  does  overcoming  physical  challenges  strengthen 
us  spiritually?  How  does  overcoming  physical  challenges  help  us  to 
shine  the  light  of  Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Day  5 
Read  2  Corinthians  4:11. 
Yes,  we  live  under  constant  danger  of  death  because  we  serve  Jesus,  so 
that  the  life  of  Jesus  will  be  evident  in  our  dying  bodies. 
 

Reflect:  While  you  may  not  live  under  the  threat  of  martyrdom,  in  what 
ways  do  you  think  God  wants  you  to  embrace  difficulties  and  die  to 
selfishness? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Day  6 
Read  2  Corinthians  4:12. 
So  we  live  in  the  face  of  death,  but  this  has  resulted  in  eternal  life  for 
you. 
 

Reflect:  Writing  these  words  to  the  church  in  Corinth,  Paul  notes  that  his 
suffering  had  a  positive  benefit  for  them .  Who  in  your  life  is  encouraged 
or  drawn  to  God  by  seeing  your  response  to  difficulties  or  pain?  How 
might  you  want  to  change  your  response  to  challenges,  knowing  that 
others  are  watching  and  impacted  by  it? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


