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Agenda
Faith Lutheran Church
Annual Congregational Meeting
January 27, 2019
Call To Order
Establishment of a Quorum
Opening Prayer
Recognition of 2018 Congregational Council
Presentation of 2019 Candidates for Council and Nominating Committee
Election of 2019 Council Members
Election of 2019 Nominating Committee
Presentation of 2019 Budget & Discussion
Congregational Vote on ’19 Budget
Vote to allow the Council to approve the Minutes of this Annual Mtg.
Closing Prayer
Adjournment
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President’s Report
Members of Faith Lutheran Church,
I am honored to serve in a leadership role on behalf of the church, along with dedicated
volunteers, serving on our Church Council.
The volunteers include Kris Harvey, Waid Boten, Jennifer Campbell, Shiela Scott, Kris Ball,
Jason Jensen, Todd Cherrington, Katie O’Boyle, and Greg Spears.
The group works closely with Pastor Rob, in an effort to build on our wonderful place of
worship and to expand our community of friendships.
During the year 2018, the church has been active with outreach efforts to meet the needs
of our parishioners, efforts in helping others, and efforts to attract other people to join us in
worship and fellowship.
Faith Lutheran Church is a welcoming place for all to grow and serve in God’s name, due
largely to our pastor, Rob Douglas.
We are into our second year of a mutually beneficial relationship with the Fox Valley Park
District/Association for Individual Development (STARS Program). They occupy a portion
of our building Monday through Friday throughout the year.
This landlord/tenant arrangement has resulted in consistent rental income for the church, to
help meet our ongoing operating expenses. The FVPD is grateful for such a comfortable
environment to operate its program for the adult participants.
We are blessed to have such a caring and generous (time, skills, and resources) congregation of parishioners that call Faith Lutheran Church their place of worship.
Roger Schnorr
Church Council President
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Pastor’s Report
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will
wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will
be no more, for the first things have passed away.” And the one who was seated on the
throne said, “See, I am making all things new.”
Revelation 21: 1-5
Following, faithfulness, and risking are three words that best describe this past year at Faith.
As we sought to more fully embrace our vision of changing lives we challenged ourselves to
expand our reach so that more people could be invited to meet God and be transformed by
the one who is making all things new!
The startling news of Christmas was that God chose to dwell among His people. He come
to us no matter where we are. Following our God’s “With Us” strategy Faith by continuing
this year to open ourselves up to our community by allowing groups like Alcoholics Anonymous and the Fox Valley Special Recreation Association’s Adults with Special Needs program to use our facility.
Because Faith is not afraid to risk and try new things to share the gospel of Jesus Christ with
the world we continued this year with offering three services with multiple worship styles. In
April, we welcomed our new worship leader Jim Stellmacher. Knowing that worship is the
“front door” to the church and often the context in which a life-giving relationship with Christ
begins we boldly invested in creating engaging and relevant worship.
God’s grace filled presence was making things new in our Kid’s ministry again this year.
Through our Sunday morning Kidwerks and First look programs more children were transformed by God’s love. During the summer our vacation Bible school program impacted over
70 young children and we were delighted to experience the beautiful Christmas musical,
“The Songs of Christmas.”
Faith continued to provide opportunities for our middle & high school students to grow in
their “following” through our student ministries. This year we provided a greater investment
in our youth by increasing our program to weekly gatherings. Through our revolution nights,
monthly community and serve events, retreats, and mission trips, our young people were
challenge and stretched to become more fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.
Since we never arrive at a fully transformed life our adult ministries teams continued this
past year to provide engaging and relevant settings for people to grow. From community
groups to Pathway courses, adults were invited to grow deeper in their relationship with God
and with others. Believing that community, either in a small group or a class, is the best
context for life-change our teams
The ability to touch more lives through our worship, kid’s, student, and adult ministries
comes from the extraordinary heart of those gifted volunteers who love worship and love
people and said “yes” to God’s invitation to serve.
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A cornerstone of Faith’s invitation strategy is our annual Helicopter Dropped Easter Egg Event.
This year we hosted our fourth drop, which included over 1,300 participants.
In an effort to more effectively invite new people to faith and connect members to ministries,
programs and events our communications team worked hard to provide tools and resources to
the congregation. The scope of this team’s responsibilities included internal and external communications leveraging, written communications, the church website, and social media. Thank
you for their hard work.
Jesus said, “If you want to follow me you need to roll up your sleeves and serve those around
you who are in need.” Every two months Faith continued to serve the homeless in Aurora
through the ministry of Hesed House. We also stepped out in large fashion in September with
our Compassion weekend. A total of 79 people served during our 2018 Compassion Weekend:
(25) volunteers served at Feed My Starving Children, (9) volunteers served at Mutual Ground,
(14) volunteers served at Sunnymere Assisted Living Facility, (7) volunteers served at the
Walmart Food Drive, (18) volunteers served at ADOPT in Naperville, and (6) volunteers served
at the “Wrap Them in Love” event.
As we move into this new year God has given us we want to continue to hold our vision and
mission before us. Our collective goal is to change lives by inviting people into a relationship
with the only one who can change us, God. Change requires surrender. Change requires a letting go of our will so that we can embrace God’s will. Our pursuit is to want what God wants.
It’s in the letting go that all things are made new.
Peace,

Pastor Rob
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2018 Pastoral Acts
New Members Received

Gideon & Kyra Haynes
Matt & Joy Bruniga
John & Gail Secor
Jan Tramposch
Greg & Joyce Ardelean
Mona Kowalczyk
Ivan Mijarez & Kristen Harpster

Weddings

Kris Ball & David Darby

Baptisms

Etta Haynes
Jerald Jay Dexter
Natalie Rey Pry
James Daniel Southcomb
Noelle Lynn Brown

Confirmations
Molly Clemm
Hailey Finch
Tony Finch
Amy Hannapel
Kyle Johnson

First Communions
Rebecca Bessey
Ariana Cantarero
Kevin Clemm
Gideon Haynes
Annabell Nawrocki
Maya Radke
Aurelia Stellmacher
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03/11/18
03/11/18
03/11/18
03/11/18
06/03/18
06/03/18
06/03/18

08/18/18

Dylan & Lexi Anderson
Craig & Jenny Holstead
Greg Rakness
Jim & Susan Stellmacher

Funerals

10/21/18
10/21/18
10/21/18
10/21/18

Marge Loveless
Sylvia Forsberg
Nate Haugen
Wally Buettner

06/02/18
08/09/18
09/15/18
12/29/18

05/20/18
05/20/18
05/20/18
05/20/18
05/20/18

Delaney Matson
Lucy Riebe
Taylor Scott
Megan Sinnaeve
Dan Stolze

05/20/18
05/20/18
05/20/18
05/20/18
05/20/18

03/29/18
03/29/18
03/29/18
03/29/18
03/29/18
03/29/18
03/29/18

Amber Gabris
Joshua Hogan
Alyssa Holstead
Tyler O’Neal
Ethan Rivera
Emma Steinbauer

11/04/18
11/04/18
11/04/18
11/04/18
11/04/18
11/04/18

02/04/18
03/18/18
04/15/18
06/17/18
07/22/18

Treasurer’s Report
The budget that has been approved by council to propose to the congregation today remains conservative. The council has chosen to present the revenue side of the budget based on an analysis
of past giving and an estimate of future giving. This analysis brought the council to believe that
$333,000.00 is what can be expected in envelope giving for 2019. Council estimated all other revenue amounts based on historical data and included the full revenue from the STARS contract for
facility use.
The expense side of the budget was determined based on requests from ministry area leaders with
adjustments made by council. As a part of determining the expense side of the budget, the council
broke the expenses into three categories: Hard Costs, Working Costs and Payroll Costs. Hard
Costs are those that cannot be adjusted; they include building and utility costs, office costs and
bank charges. Working Costs are essentially the costs of doing the ministry of the Church. These
are the areas that are most adjustable. Council fulfilled all that was requested by leaders and, in
some cases, proposed additional amounts in this category to better allow for all the ministry work
that we do to continue. Payroll Costs include Salaries and Wages for our called and lay employees,
and these are somewhat adjustable. Council has maintained or increased staff compensation and
created a new position based on some major benefit costs savings that we were able to achieve.
Overall, expected revenues exceed the budgeted expenses that the council has approved by
905.19.
Respectfully submitted,
Kristie Darby EA
Treasurer
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2018

2018

Annual Budget

Jan - Dec 18

Approved

Actual

Ordinary Income/Expense

2019
Annual Budget
Proposed
Proposed
Working

Income

Salaries

4000 · General Fund Revenues
4005 · Loose Offering

Hard
10,000.00

10,107.60

10,000.00

100,000.00

90,133.86

91,000.00

16,000.00

17,193.94

17,000.00

215,000.00

225,834.16

225,000.00

331,000.00

333,161.96

333,000.00

-2,600.00

-3,444.39

3,400.00

4010 · Offerings - Envelope
4010e · Electronic Donations
4010s · Stock Donations
4010 - Offering - Envelope - Other
Total 410 - Offering - Envelopes
4020 · Online Giving Fees
4025 · Foundations
4098 · Amazon Smile
Total 4000 · General Fund Revenues

8,000.00
200.00

170.37

250.00

338,600.00

351,439.93

346,650.00

50.00

80.11

90.00

4100 · Interest/Dividends/Gain/Loss
4110 · Interest Income

-82.99

4130 · Gain/Loss on Donated Investment
Total 4100 · Interest/Dividends/Gain/Loss

50.00

-2.88

90.00

4210 · Cafe Revenues

2,000.00

1,886.51

2,000.00

4215 · Lawn & Snow Revenues

1,000.00

895.00

1,000.00

20,800.00

20,840.00

42,760.00

250.00

2,924.00

3,000.00

4245 · Kidwerks & Student Ministries

1,500.00

1,568.00

1,600.00

4248 · VBS Revenues

2,400.00

905.03

2,400.00

4200 · Other Revenues

4230 · Buildg Use Fees-STARS, AA, Hope
4240 · Community Life

4250 · Thrivent Choice Dollars

500.00

359.00

400.00

4255 · Fundaising Efforts

5,000.00

-689.00

5,000.00

4260 · Preschool Contribution

1,200.00

0.00

500.00

12,000.00

12,000.00

4298 · Directed funding - Restrctd Fds

640.00

600.00

46,650.00

41,328.54

59,260.00

385,300.00

392,765.59

406,000.00

5011 · Pastor Salary

49,586.57

49,586.57

52,586.57

5012 · Pastor Housing

36,382.56

36,382.56

36,382.56

5013 · Pastor SET Reimbursement

7,452.78

7,452.78

7,888.00

5014 · Pastor Utilities

4,000.00

4,000.00

4,000.00

5015 · Pastor Benefits

15,587.40

12,984.32

15,587.40

1,000.00

650.00

1,000.00

114,009.31

111,056.23

117,444.53

4299 · Other Revenues - General
Total 4200 · Other Revenues
Total Income
Expense
5000 · Staff
5010 · Pastor Compensation

5018 · Substitute Pastor
Total 5010 · Pastor Compensation
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2018

2018

2019

Annual Budget

Jan - Dec 18

Annual Budget

Approved

Actual

Proposed

5030 · Music, Worship & Media Comp.
5031 · Organist Salary

8,695.00

8,150.00

8,695.00

5033-09 · 930 Worship Director Salary

12,118.58

13,296.98

12,118.58

5033-11 · 1100 Worship Director Salary

12,118.58

13,296.98

12,118.58

5035-09 · 930 Media Director Salary

2,000.00

2,025.00

2,025.00

5035-11 · 1100 Media Director Salary

2,000.00

2,025.00

2,025.00

600.00

1,225.00

1,225.00

37,532.16

40,018.96

38,207.16

15,015.00

13,686.75

14,144.00

6,600.00

2,100.00

3,900.00

21,615.00

15,786.75

18,044.00

22,600.00

19,323.60

24,000.00

22,600.00

19,323.60

24,000.00

1,528.00

1,540.00

2,000.00

1,528.00

1,540.00

2,000.00

5081 · FICA Expense

4,716.66

4,792.45

5,100.00

5082 · Medicare Expense

1,103.09

1,016.59

1,193.00

5,819.75

5,809.04

6,293.00

203,104.22

193,534.58

205,988.69

5038 · Special Musicians
Total 5030 · Music, Worship & Media Comp.
5040 · Office Compensation
5041 · Office Administrator Salary
5042 · Volunteer Administrator Salary
Total 5040 · Office Compensation
5050 · Children's Ministry Comp.
5051 · CE Director Salary
Total 5050 · Children's Ministry Comp.
5070 · Child Care Ministry Comp.
5071 · Child Care Provider Salary
Total 5070 · Child Care Ministry Comp.
5080 · General Staff Costs

Total 5080 · General Staff Costs
Total 5000 · Staff
5100 · Discipleship
5110 · Adult Ministry

250.00

0.00

250.00

5120 · Children's Ministry

2,275.00

2,614.65

2,275.00

5123 · VBS Expenses

2,400.00

2,279.14

2,400.00

5130 · Student Ministry

1,000.00

1,677.32

1,000.00

5,925.00

6,571.11

5,925.00

5220 · Marketing

3,320.00

1,669.27

5,770.00

Total 5200 · Evangelism

3,320.00

1,669.27

5,770.00

3,900.00

2,927.39

3,900.00

400.00

3,085.10

400.00

46.77

0.00

6,059.26

4,300.00

Total 5100 · Discipleship
5200 · Evangelism

5300 · Fellowship
5310 · Cafe Ministry
5330 · Community Life/Fellowship
5340 · General Use Kitchen Supplies
Total 5300 · Fellowship
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4,300.00

2018

2018

2019

Annual Budget

Jan - Dec 18

Annual Budget

Approved

Actual

Proposed

5600 · Denom. Support & Stewardship
5610 · Support to Synod
5620 · Stewardship
5630 · Envelopes
Total 5600 · Denom. Support & Stewardship

520.00

0.00

520.00

1,200.00

1,600.05

1,200.00

300.00

269.41

300.00

2,020.00

1,869.46

2,020.00

118,200.00

118,200.00

118,200.00

2,500.00

5,710.25

2,500.00

5700 · Property Costs
5701 · Mortgage Payment
5710 · Building Maintenance
5720 · Utilities

15,000.00

18,299.55

15,000.00

5730 · Custodial & Janitorial

5,220.00

4,658.59

5,220.00

5735 · Cleaning Supplies

1,200.00

238.21

1,200.00

5750 · Equipment Maintenance

1,200.00

1,192.39

1,200.00

5760 · Fire Safety

2,250.00

713.09

2,250.00

5770 · Insurance

6,000.00

5,164.86

5,300.00

5780 · Snow Removal & Lawn Care

2,000.00

2,282.05

2,200.00

153,570.00

156,458.99

153,070.00

6,100.00

2,346.86

3,300.00

500.00

143.90

500.00

1,200.00

1,584.81

1,600.00

500.00

234.70

250.00

8,300.00

4,310.27

5,650.00

5910 · Conference Dues

200.00

0.00

200.00

5940 · Synod Assembly & PLC

650.00

843.86

650.00

5950 · Bank Charges

250.00

628.40

350.00

1,100.00

1,472.26

1,200.00

384,489.22

377,249.79

387,773.69

810.78

15,515.80

18,226.31

810.78

15,515.80

Total 5700 · Property Costs
5800 · Office Expenses
5820 · Equipment Leases
5830 · IT Support, Hardware & Software
5840 · Office Supplies
5850 · Postage
Total 5800 · Office Expenses
5900 · Miscellaneous

Total 5900 · Miscellaneous
Total Expense
Net Ordinary Income
Net Income
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18,226.31

Faith Lutheran Church

Fund Revenue & Expenses
2018

Jan - Dec 18

Other Income/Expense
Other Income
6000 · Designated Fund Rev & Exp
6100 · Designated Fund Revenues
6103 · Bright Beginnings PS Fd Rev.
6105 · Egg Drop Fund Rev.

11,946.30
3,654.80

6118 · Pathway Fund Rev.

383.00

6119s · Shift Fund Rev.

910.00

6119t · Youth Mission Trips Fund Rev.

10,537.49

6127 · Christmas Gifts for Faith Fund

1,435.00

6128 · Watoto

1,004.00

Total 6100 · Designated Fund Revenues

29,870.59

6200 · Designated Fund Expenses

6203 · Bright Beginnings PS Fd Exp.
6205 · Egg Drop Fund Exp.

-1,832.69

6209 · Confirmation Fund Exp.

-230.00

6218 · Pathway Fund Exp.

-645.38

6219s · Shift Fund Exp.

-837.63

6219t · Youth Mission Trips Fund Exp.

-12,322.21

6226 · Council Desig for Future - TN E

-27,174.60

6227 · Christmas Gifts for Faith Fd E

-5,200.00

Total 6200 · Designated Fund Expenses

-62,505.52

6999 · Transfer toDesignated Funds
Total 6000 · Designated Fund Rev & Exp
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-14,263.01

32,634.93
0.00

Jan - Dec 18

7000 · Restricted Fund Rev & Exp
7100 · Restricted Fund Revenues
7109 · Flowers Fund Rev.
7110 · Hesed House Fund Rev.
7111 · New Missions Fund Rev.
7112 · Memorial Funds Revenues
7112pi · Pillar Memorial Fund
Revenues
7112tn · Ted Nelson Memorial
Fund Rev
7212sf · Sylvia Forsberg Memorial fund
Total 7112 · Memorial Funds Revenues
7115 · Staff Passthru Fund Rev.
7120 · Local Outreach Fund Revenues
Total 7100 · Restricted Fund Revenues
7200 · Restricted Fund Expenses
7209 · Flowers Fund Exp.
7210 · Hesed House Fund Exp.
7211 · New Missions Fund Exp
7212 · Memorial Funds Expenses
7212rh · Hauge Memorial Fund
Expenses
7212sr · Ramlet Memorial Fund
Exp
Total 7212 · Memorial Funds Expenses
7214 · Serenity Garden Fund Exp.
7215 · Staff Passthru Fund Exp.
7230 · Pastor's Discretionary Fund Exp
7231 · Building Needs Fund Exp
Total 7200 · Restricted Fund Expenses
7999 · Transfers to Restricted Funds
Total 7000 · Restricted Fund Rev & Exp
Total Other Income
Other Expense
6399 · Mortgage Principal
Total Other Expense
Net Other Income
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1,304.00
1,242.00
363.00
45.00
200.00
620.00
865.00
750.00
100.00
4,624.00
-1,307.85
-4,058.73
-363.00
120.00
-9,644.00
-9,524.00
-50.59
-400.00
800.00
-7,811.43
-22,715.60
10,859.85
-14,463.50
0.00
-60,607.05
-60,607.05
60,607.05
60,607.05

Faith Lutheran Church

Balance Sheet

As of December 31, 2018 & 2017
Dec 31, 18

Dec 31, 17

ASSETS
Current Assets
Checking/Savings
1000 · Cash Accounts
1010 · Old Second Operating

96,462.91

131,221.17

0.00

133.50

96,462.91

131,354.67

96,462.91

131,354.67

96,462.91

131,354.67

64,099.59

64,053.34

960,000.00

960,000.00

1,740,000.00

1,740,000.00

2,764,099.59

2,764,053.34

2,764,099.59
2,860,562.50

2,764,053.34
2,895,408.01

0.00

3,661.60

0.00

3,661.60

1,072.64

872.28

2420 · Medicare Taxes Payable

250.90

204.00

2430 · Federal Taxes Withheld Payable

600.43

754.48

2440 · State Taxes Withheld Payable

426.97

295.61

2,350.94

2,126.37

60,607.06

60,607.06

60,607.06

60,607.06

750.00

750.00

63,708.00

63,483.43

63,708.00

67,145.03

1,555,761.70

1,555,761.70

1,555,761.70

1,555,761.70

1,555,761.70

1,555,761.70

1,619,469.70

1,622,906.73

1030 · EasyTithe & Blue Pay
Total 1000 · Cash Accounts
Total Checking/Savings
Total Current Assets
Fixed Assets
1500 · Fixed Assets
1510 · Furniture, Fixtures & Equipment
1515 · Land - Eola Property Site
1520 · Building - Eola Property Site
Total 1500 · Fixed Assets
Total Fixed Assets
TOTAL ASSETS
LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Credit Cards
2200 · Old Second Credit Card
Total Credit Cards
Other Current Liabilities
2400 · Payroll Liabilities
2410 · FICA Taxes Payable

Total 2400 · Payroll Liabilities
2500 · Current Loans
2510 · Mortgage - Current Portion
Total 2500 · Current Loans
2700 · Security Deposit - STARS
Total Other Current Liabilities
Total Current Liabilities
Long Term Liabilities
2600 · Long Term Loans
2610 · Mortgage - Long Term Portion
Total 2600 · Long Term Loans
Total Long Term Liabilities
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Total Liabilities

Dec 31, 18

Dec 31, 17

Equity
3100 · Restricted Funds
3102 · Altar Paraments Fund

268.00

268.00

-115.32

-330.87

3110 · Hesed House Fund

1,233.90

2,435.87

3111 · New Missions Fund

1,466.25

1,466.25

11,723.00

20,532.00

446.20

446.20

3109 · Flowers Fund

3112 · Memorial Funds
3114 · Serenity Garden Fund
3119 · Computer Equipment Fund

15.19

15.19

3120 · Local Outreach Fund

939.79

889.79

3124 · Care Resources Fund

305.00

305.00

1,727.49

1,727.49

3126 · Overflow Aud to Sanct Fund

250.00

250.00

3129 · Garage Expansion Fund

840.00

840.00

3130 · Pastor's Discretionary Fund

136.56

336.56

6,885.57

7,500.00

26,121.63

36,681.48

4,345.22

8,696.93

-1,405.91

0.00

-250.00

-250.00

3209 · Confirmation Fund

672.68

672.68

3214 · Grief Share Fund

345.00

345.00

2,329.69

2,129.69

3218 · Pathway Fund

-39.73

0.00

3219 · Student Ministries Funds

411.36

2,054.44

50.00

50.00

3226 · Council Desig for Future - TN

69,067.88

80,625.84

3227 · Christmas Gifts for Faith Fund

4,016.64

5,175.00

79,542.83

99,499.58

3125 · Student Min Scholarship Fund

3131 · Building Needs Fund
Total 3100 · Restricted Funds
3200 · Designated Funds
3203 · Bright Beginnings PS Fund
3205 · Egg Drop Fund
3207 · Charitable Events Fund

3216 · Non Youth Mission Trips Fund

3225 · Women's Retreat Fund

Total 3200 · Designated Funds
3300 · Unrestricted Net Assets
3400 · Net Value of Real Estate, etc.
Net Income
Total Equity
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY
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-3,449.36

-61,825.56

1,147,684.58

1,147,684.58

51,800.17

58,376.20

1,301,699.85
2,921,169.55

1,280,416.28
2,903,323.01

Worship Report
“For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst
of them.” Matthew. 18:20
Every week an army of volunteers give of their time and talent to make everything happen at
Faith’s worship services – greeters, ushers, welcome center, altar care, assisting ministers, communion assistants, acolytes, readers, musicians, and sound/media technicians. Thank you to the
amazing generosity of Faith’s members who make it possible, and the dedicated volunteers who
so faithfully serve and make it all happen. You are the ones who make Faith Lutheran Church a
special place.
Following is a brief recap of worship-related activities in 2018:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Combined weekly average attendance was 155.
We continued to hold 2 services on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, and eliminated the
6:30 a.m. service on Easter Sunday. Total Easter Sunday attendance was 359.
A baby grand piano was purchased as a memorial and enhances worship in the sanctuary.
New Worship Leader Jim Stellmacher joined the staff of FLC and on April 22 a reception was
held in the café to welcome the family.
A new keyboard was purchased for use by the praise team.
A 2nd tier keyboard was added to the organ in the sanctuary providing enhanced instrumentation capabilities for 8:00 worship.
In August we held FaithFest X, a weekend-long celebration of our 10-year anniversary in our
beautiful building at 3000 Liberty Street!
Compassion Weekend was September 15 and 16 with one consolidated worship service on
Sunday the 16th.
A unique Advent service was held on Sunday, December 9, with special music, readings, and
carols. Jim wowed all by playing the piano and the organ at the same time!
The Worship Team coordinated set up and take down of Christmas decorations in the sanctuary.
Christmas Eve services were held at 3:00, 5:00, and 11:00 p.m. There were 501 in attendance for our Christmas Eve services.

Special thanks and appreciation to those serving on the 2018 Worship team – Anne Boten, Waid
Boten, Jennifer Campbell, Pastor Rob, Laura Janovsky, Jim Stellmacher – and all those in the
past year who have said “Yes, I can do that!”
Peace –
Worship Team
Jean Lawlor / Coordinator
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Volunteer Coordinator Report
Since I began the job as Volunteer Ministry Coordinator in June 2018:
-- 23 new volunteers have been onboarded in various positions at Faith. Most of these volunteers
are serving on Sunday mornings.
-- Contacted all new members who have joined Faith in the last 2 years. Approximately 50% of
these new members who weren't previously serving in any position, are now signed up in some
capacity.
-- Worked with Kristin and Ministry Coordinators to get all new volunteers trained and comfortable
in their new positions.

-- Engaged with many prospective new members on Sunday mornings. I encouraged them to fill
out welcome cards and answered any questions they may have.
-- I took part in the new member class in October and will continue to attend new member classes
so I become a familiar and useful face as people get acquainted with Faith
-- In December 2018, I began checking the online schedule weekly for any openings in the positions for Sunday morning worship. I would follow up with volunteers to make sure they are able to
serve. Also, I fill any positions that have been declined. This has been successful.
Thanks,
Jenny Holstead
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Discipleship Report
Children’s Ministry:
2018 was a great year in children’s ministry. Being in this role for over 5 years now you’d think that there
would be few surprises but that’s just not the case. Each week there will be some nugget of wisdom, moment
of sharing or caring or a question raised by one of the kids that reminds me we always have something to learn
from each other, no matter our age. One of the highlights of 2018 was our Christmas program. The work the
kids put in from October-December was admirable and I couldn’t have been prouder of them for sharing their
hard work with such delighted audiences. Thank you for continuing to encourage and support me and the children’s ministry team through your prayers, contributions and positive affirmations.
First Look
The Orange Curriculum continues to be the foundation both our preschool and elementary ministry. The programming is user friendly and can be modified for larger or smaller congregations making it easy to implement
and relevant to our children and their families. Orange focuses on the crucial partnership between church and
home that positively impacts our children’s by sharing simple truths. For our preschoolers, those truths are
boiled down to 3 simple, easy to remember statements:
• God made me.
• God loves me.
• Jesus wants to be my friend forever.
I’m thrilled that Carrie Bessey joined Laura Krantz as one of our First Look small group leaders this year. They
have both blessed the students with their contagious energy, love of Jesus and patience in working with our
youngest children. Carrie & Laura each have teenage kids who are helping them as well and providing a wonderful dynamic of kids teaching kids and are terrific role models for the preschoolers to look up to.
Kidwerks:
The Orange curriculum for our Kdg-5th graders is based on Luke 2:52 (NIV)
“And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man”
We break this verse down to 3 simple facts and we want every single one of our children to know these truths
by the end of 5th grade.
• I can Trust God No Matter What
• I need to Make the Wise Choice
• I should Treat Others the Way I want to be Treated
We focus on these statements by studying bible stories that align with each month’s “Life App”. We then brainstorm ways we can live out these life apps in our everyday world. Over the last year we’ve covered: honesty,
wisdom, contentment, patience, initiative and many others. Sunday mornings find us learning about the life app
through our dramatic large group story time and then during small group time we take a closer look at how we
can apply the lessons from the story in our daily lives and how we can share the gospel with others who may
be unfamiliar with it, we try to sneak in some fun games every now and then as well.
Singing during worship continues to be a bright spot for children’s ministry. We will continue to share that gift of
worship in the coming months and hope that it brings as much joy to the congregation as it does to the kids.
I’m excited to share that beginning in August of 2018, we were able to introduce a Children’s Ministry worship
team who has brought a tremendous amount of energy to our elementary and preschool aged children. This
worship team consists of a wonderful bunch of teenagers who lead the kids in worship each week as well as
operate the lighting, media & sound boards in the back booth. To see these kids give the gift of their time and
energy each week as role models to the younger children has been a great addition to our programming.
Elena, Taylor, Emma, Sarah, Josh, Ethan B., Evan Ben, Ethan K., Kellen, Kyle, Dan & Brian you are a gift to
our kids and I thank you for bringing such a great energy to the First Look and Kidwerks team week after week!
I’m expecting 2019 to be an even better year and am looking forward to growing this program to include more
families and children in our community. I would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all of my wonderful teammates without them this ministry would not be thriving the way it is. Jenny & Julia Holstead, Laura & Taylor
Krantz, Carrie & Katie Bessey, Shiela Scott, Jessica Frederick, Lori Hogan, Katie Gabris, Greg Rakness,
THANK YOU for sharing your time, talents, gifts and endless energy with the children of Faith.
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Vacation Bible School
2018 brought another fun week of excitement for VBS. This summer, “SHIPWRECKED” was a great success. Faith
has developed a partnership with Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and in an effort to reduce our carbon footprint
and be good stewards we were able to utilize their stage decorations and leftover supplies to transform Faith into
deserted island where we had “wrecked”. VBS continues to be a great entry point for getting both children and
young adults into the doors at Faith, many local neighborhood children attend our VBS regardless of their membership status. Each year VBS is one of the highlights of the summer and last year was no different. The number of
volunteers for VBS each year is huge and would require too many pages in this report if I were to list them all, but
they are incredible bunch of adults and teenagers who ignite excitement and passion during our week of VBS, many
thanks to each of them!
I look forward to growing the children ministry program at Faith in the coming year and working with parents to help
their children come to know and understand God’s great love for each of them.
Jenn Klosterman
Director of Children’s Ministry

Student Ministries Report
The foundation to our student ministries program at Faith is our Sunday night Revolution. An average of 30
students gathered for Revolution that meets the first and third Sunday’s of the month. A student led band
leads the opening worship that includes community-building events. The night concludes with students participating in small groups. Thank you to those that have served on our student ministry team: Dave Brauer,
Kelly Hannapel, Stefan Kajmowicz, Kris Harvey, and Leslie LePore. .
The annual Shift retreat was held in March. Twenty-eight students participated in this event that is geared at
helping middle school students navigate the challenges of adolescents. The retreat participants conducted
a (2) hour cleanup of Eola & Liberty roads. The retreat was planned and led by a team of high school student-leaders.
We celebrated the affirmation of faith of ten of our 8th grade students on Pentecost Sunday. Those who
were confirmed their faith included: Molly Clemm, Hailey Finch, Tony Finch, Amy Hannapel, Kyle Johnson,
Delaney Matson, Luch Reibe, Taylor Scott, Megan Sennaeve, and Dan Stloze.
Ten students attended the national youth gathering in Houston, Texas. Dave Brauer and Pastor Rob chaperoned.
Several fundraisers were conducted to help defray the cost of these trips. Events included: the Pink Flamingo season, a car wash , and a fantastic dinner theater. Thank you to the congregation for all your support of
our students during the year.
Thank you to those students who served on the student ministry planning team.
Members included: Sarah Douglas, Hailey Finch, Emma Klosterman, Ethan Klosterman, Brooklyn Schell.
Respectfully Submitted,
Pastor Rob
Student Ministry Team
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Mission Resource Report
I want to thank the 2018 Mission Resource team, comprised of Pastor Rob, Matt Bruniga, Daren Johnson,
Phil Meisinger and Roger Schnorr. Without their efforts and diligence, 2018 wouldn’t have been nearly the
productive year that it was.
This year’s results:
• A ‘sponsor’ strategy was used for our 2018 Egg Drop, as a company provided Faith with much of the
funding for the Egg Drop in exchange for chances to market themselves during the event
• Several fundraisers held during the year, with the following results:
A wine tasting was held during the winter months which doubled as an outstanding community
event!
Oktoberfest was once again held in September, 2018
A pancake breakfasts held on Reformation in October
• Income from our automated channels – EasyTithe, Vanco and The Hub - continued to grow, and will
continue to be focused on by our team
2019 and beyond:
• We may be nearing the addition of a tenant to share our location with. Look for an announcement during or shortly after our annual meeting, potentially sharing worship space with someone aligned with our
mission & vision
• Plan and utilize an annual Mission Resource strategy at Faith, including additional fundraisers!
• Matching plan: we will continue to search for opportunities for members to provide matching donations
opportunities
• Continue Amazon Smile
Thank you to our Faith family members whom stretched themselves in response to this year’s Mission Resource campaign – your compassionate response helped fund Faith end 2018 in the black! A big THANK
YOU goes out to all those holding and supporting our fund raisers this year at Faith!
Please connect to ask any questions, provide any suggestions or determine how you can plug into this critical ministry at Faith.
Respectfully submitted;
Greg Spears

20

Outreach Report
Highlights for the Outreach team in 2018 were mainly focused on Hesed House, New Missions, Compassion
Weekend and Fair Trade opportunities.
The Outreach team again partnered with Equal Exchange to provide fair trade coffee and chocolates. The
cafe served samples of the coffee which were available for purchase. We sold products across several Sundays and generated quite a bit of interest and sales which all went back to Equal Exchange.
Faith continued to serve at Hesed House every other month on the second Wednesday of the month. Thank
you to the dedicated volunteers who served those most vulnerable in our community. Special thanks goes
out to Alayna Cherrington & Tim Wagenknecht who serve as the coordinators for this vital ministry.
The team hosted the “Laugh All Night” Comedy event on Saturday, June 9th to raise funds for New Missions.
Tim DeTellis, president of New Missions, was in attendance and preached at all three worship service on
June 10. Child sponsorship was highlighted that weekend with (12) new sponsors signing up.
Much of the Outreach team planning was to coordinate Compassion Weekend which took place in September. We had nine serving events for sign up.
Feed My Starving Children – Meal packaging.
Mutual Ground Domestic Abuse Shelter – Assist with general maintenance and cleaning inside
and outside.
ADOPT Humane Shelter - Help provide support to staff at the shelter including cleaning and organization.
Sunnymere Senior and Assisted Living – Interact with residents during Bingo and Trivia.
Walmart Food Drive- Collection of non-perishable food items were collected for the local food pantries in Aurora.
Wrap them in Love - Blankets were made for adolescent foster children who are served through
Homestead.
Serving events took place Friday night through Sunday afternoon to allow flexibility for schedules and many
events were open to all ages. We had great attendance across the serving opportunities and thank everyone
who participated.
We closed the year with Heavenly Treasures Fair Trade. This was our second year partnering with this organization to sell hand crafted items with proceeds going back to the artisans. We had items available across
three Sundays as well as for the Children’s musical.
Respectfully Submitted,
Outreach Team
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Bright Beginnings Report
Faith’s Bright Beginnings Preschool is offered M-F from 9:00-11:30. This is the 8th year of offering morning classes for 3 through 5 year old children in the community.
As of the publication of this report, we are at the midway point of the year. I along w/ Bonnie Schumacher
are co-teaching the students and having a great year. We have 9 students on M&W and 5 students on
Fridays. The mixed age format is working well and proves to be a great way to maintain a good environment for the students. As with each year the hope is to grow the preschool and so we will open registration with the intention of a MWF class as well as a T/Th class and later in the summer we will evaluate if
the enrollment will allow for separate classes or if we need to have a mixed age group again.
Bright Beginnings continues to be a place for young children to learn and grow and we are thankful for
the support of Faith’s congregation in helping us to do so.
As you read this report registration is now open for 2019-2020 school year. If you or anyone you know is
interested in Bright Beginnings preschool please have them contact Jenn Klosterman either by phone
(630)862-3500 ext 104 or at jenn@discoveringfaith.com for more information.
Respectfully,
Jenn Klosterman (Director & Lead teacher)

Community Life Report
The community life team at Faith continues to provide smaller, more intimate events where people can
gather and do life together, network, meet one another and share fellowship.
2018 at Faith Lutheran brought some fun annual events as well as some new events! In February we
kicked off the year with a Super Bowl themed chili cook-off that gathered all of our best chefs (and tasters) together for a night filled with fun and good food. This event always draws a good crowd!
In March we again held an Egg Drop the Saturday before Easter. We are blessed each year to draw
hundreds of families from the community to this event who truly look forward to it every year.
In June we had a Laugh All Night Comedy Concert that supported the mission of New Missions, our
partner mission trip provider here at Faith. The auditorium was filled with families enjoying a free night
of good clean humor provided by Jonnie W. Also in June, for those of us over 21, we toured a local
brewery and tasted some of the authentic craft beer at Two Brothers Tap House.

In August our big event was the 10 year anniversary of Faith Lutheran Church!
We celebrated Faithfest X with a weekend of wine tasting and a good old family picnic held on our patio. What a fun weekend that was!
September brought to us Oktoberfest. Much fun was had with live German music, food, beer and
games! This adults only event was enjoyed by about 40 people.
Our year wrapped up with the annual Ladies Christmas Tea and is always an evening filled with spirit &
love, kicking off the advent season for 60 of our ladies with live entertainment & fellowship.
Thank you to all those who volunteered for events, contributed time, energy , and talent. Without the
ongoing support of the Community Life Team members we wouldn’t be able to provide fun events for
the members of Faith.
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Property Report
We are looking for a few teams of people that like working outside on keeping the grounds beautiful.
This is a big job but if we split it up into 3 teams of 2-3 people it will be much easier, and each team
would have their own area.
I am looking to have a team for all the trees on the property, trimming so the lawn care team
can cut under, topping if needed, mulch around the base as needed, etc. There are 91 trees
on the property.
Another team to take care of all the bushes we have. There are 140 of these on the property.
It includes all the bushes around the building.
Another team would take care of the Serenity garden. This alone has 50 bushes and trees,
etc. in addition to the fountain. Would include weeding, trimming, pruning, etc.
All the teams would be able to work when they are able and just coordinate with the other team members. During the day, nights, weekends, etc are all available and sometimes easier to work around the
heat of the day, etc. We have a burn pit near the garden area, where all the trimmings can be placed.
I have a specific budget for all the teams that includes, gloves, trimming equipment, ladders, pruning
paint that stops the growth of sprouts. You will have access to the garage where all the tools will be
kept, or you can bring your own if you are more comfortable working with them. The fridge will have
water and refreshments to keep you hydrated.
Feel free to contact me directly at dennis@banschbach.net, OR contact our volunteer leader, jenny@discoveringfaith.com
We want to use our church property in ways that will help the community and expand our service to
the area. Suggestions for events should be directed to the Council.
We have a mowing team that is responsible for keeping the grass trimmed during the summer. This
consists of 16 people currently. I know Jenny has sent along some names of people that want to help
in this area but I have not had a chance to get them scheduled yet. If you want to help please just
email me again so I can talk to you about the training needed. We have two John Deere 32” zero turn
mowers and one John Deere 42” belly mower tractor. The tractor is also used in the winter for a snow
blower. Help is needed for the winter so If you are interested, contact me. This might be getting up
early (5:30am) to clear the sidewalks and parking lot (if less than 2” snow fall) so we don’t have to pay
for a “push” from the company we contract with.
We mow the approx. 2.1AC of grass on our property once per week and the 4.2AC diagonal to the
property twice per month that is currently for sale, on a contract basis. If and when this property sells,
we will only be cutting our property.
If you have specific plumbing or electrical skills, these are always needed.
The Property Team
Coordinator - Dennis Banschbach

dennis@banschbach.net
630-853-4057
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Nominating Committee Report
The 2018 Nomination Committee met and reviewed a list of candidates for Church Council and the 2019
Nominating Committee. Invitations were sent to the candidates asking if they would serve and those that
responded positively will be presented to the church membership for election at the annual meeting on
January 27.

Nominees for the 2019 Nominating Committee:
Karl Albillar
Jean Lawlor
Karen Schnorr
Shiela Scott
Nominees for (2) Council positions:
Joy Bruniga
Waid Boten
Respectfully submitted,
2018 Nominating Committee
Karen Banschbach
Kim Miller
Kelly Schell
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Nominees for Council

Joy Bruniga
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Waid Boten

Nominees for Nominating Committee

Karl Albillar

Jean Lawlor

Karen Schnorr

Shiela Scott

Tim Wagenknecht
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Inviting, Growing, serving…becoming fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ!

