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Agenda
Faith Lutheran Church
Annual Congregational Meeting
January 28, 2018
Call To Order
Establishment of a Quorum
Opening Prayer
Recognition of 2017 Congregational Council
Presentation of 2018 Candidates for Council and Nominating Committee
Election of 2018 Council Members
Election of 2018 Nominating Committee
Presentation of 2018 Budget & Discussion
Congregational Vote on ’18 Budget
Vote to allow the Council to approve the Minutes of this Annual Mtg.
Closing Prayer
Adjournment
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President’s Report
Members of Faith Lutheran Church,
I am honored to serve in a leadership role on behalf of the church along with dedicated volunteers,
which included these 2017 Church Council Members: Kris Harvey, Waid Boten, Keith Biegelmann,
Sheila Scott, Kris Ball, Jason Jensen, Todd Cherrington, Katie O’Boyle, and Greg Spears.
The group works closely with Pastor Rob, in an effort to continue to build on our wonderful place of
worship and to further build our community of friendships.
During the year of 2017, the church has been active with outreach efforts to meet the needs of our
parishioners, efforts in helping others, and efforts to attract other folks to join us in worship and fellowship. FLC is a welcoming place for all where we invite, grow and serve in God’s name.
During the year we formed a wonderful relationship with the Fox Valley Park District/Association for
Individual Development (STARS Program), whereby they occupied a portion of our building Monday through Friday throughout the year. This landlord/tenant arrangement has resulted in consistent rental income for the church to help meet our ongoing operating expenses.
In 2018 we look to attract other suitable potential tenants of our property, which would be a good fit
for both parties.
We are blessed to have such a caring and generous (time, skills, and resources) congregation of
parishioners that call Faith Lutheran Church their place of worship.
Roger Schnorr
Faith Lutheran Church Council President 2017
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Pastor’s Report
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals. He will
dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear
from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first
things have passed away.” And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all
things new.”
Revelation 21: 1-5
Following, faithfulness, risking are three words that best describe this past year at Faith. As we
sought to more fully embrace our vision of changing lives we challenged ourselves to expand our
reach so that more people could be invited to meet God and be transformed by the one who is making all things new!
The startling news of Christmas was that God chose to dwell among His people. He come to us no
matter where we are. Following our God’s “With Us” strategy Faith continued this past year to be with
those who had experienced the death of a loved one through our Grief Share ministry. Through the
care and presence of our team those who might have faced these significant losses alone now had a
circle of care wrapped around them and they began the journey from mourning to joy within a community of hope and healing.
Knowing that worship is the “front door” to the church and often the context in which a life-giving relationship with Christ begins we boldly invested in creating engaging and relevant worship.
God’s grace filled presence was making things new in our Kid’s ministry again this year. Through
our Sunday morning Kidwerks and Firstlook to our summer VBS, children were being introduced to
the message that God made them and had a purpose for them. Thank you to our kid’s ministry team
and our director, Jenn Klosterman, for your dedication and faithfulness to helping our kids grow in
Christ.
Faith continued to provide opportunities for our middle & high school students to grow in their
“following” through our student ministries. Through our bi-monthly revolution nights, monthly community and serve events, retreats, ASP mission trip, our young people were challenge and stretched to
become more fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.
Since we never arrive at a fully transformed life our adult ministries teams continued this past year to
provide engaging and relevant settings for people to grow. From community groups to Pathway
courses, adults were invited to grow deeper in their relationship with God and with others. Believing
that community, either in a small group or a class, is the best context for life-change. Our gratitude
goes out to Becky Marchiando for her passion for helping adults to grow in faith through learning!
Thank you Becky!

The ability to touch more lives through our worship, kid’s, student, and adult ministries comes from
the extraordinary heart of those crazy volunteers who love worship and love people and said “yes” to
God’s invitation to serve.
A cornerstone of Faith’s invitation strategy is our annual Helicopter Dropped Easter Egg Event. This
year we hosted our sixth drop, which included over 1,500 participants.
→
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In an effort to more effectively invite new people to faith and connect members to ministries, programs
and events a new invite team was established in November. The scope of this team’s responsibilities
includes both internal and external communications leveraging, written communications, the church website, social media, creating events to invite new people to attend, as well as equipping people to invite.
Jesus said, “If you want to follow me you need to roll up your sleeves and serve those around you who
are in need.” Every two months Faith continued to serve the homeless in Aurora through the ministry of
Hesed House. We also stepped out in large fashion in September with our Compassion weekend. A total of 138 people served during our 2017 Compassion Weekend. What an amazing weekend of loving
others the way in which God loves us.
As we move into this new year God has given us we want to continue to hold our vision and mission before us. Our collective goal is to change lives by inviting people into a relationship with the only one who
can change us, God. Change requires surrender. Change requires a letting go of our will so that we
can embrace God’s will. Our pursuit is to want what God wants. It’s in the letting go that all things are
made new.
Peace,
Pastor Rob
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2017 Pastoral Acts
New Members Received
Linda DiLeo
George & Louise Krafczyk
Phil Meisinger
Tim & Brittany Muszynski
Jim & Kat Pawlyczyk
Terri Russell
Scott & Brittany Samek

Weddings

Cherie McGuire & Doug Pieper
Bridget Fischer & Lance Barrett

Baptisms

Jacob Aaron Cook
Lucas Joseph Runge
Jaxtyn Gregory Ardelean
Jaidyn Rae Ardelean
Jamie Wrigley Null

Confirmations

Tyler Eng
Avery Austgen
Maggie Golminas
Trevor Harvey
Brian Holstead
Zack Kajmowicz

First Communions
Jason Holstead
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03/12/17
03/12/17
03/12/17
03/12/17
03/12/17
03/12/17
03/12/17

06/03/17
07/15/17

Brittany Ardelean
Bob & Judy VanTieghem
Brandon & Amy Runge

Funerals

06/25/17
06/25/17
07/02/17

Allen Franck
Roberta Hauge
Maisy Coco
Curt Ramlet
Ted Nelson
Martha Pillar

02/04/17
05/05/17
05/13/17
06/04/17
08/26/17
12/09/17

02/12/17
05/28/17
06/11/17
06/11/17
08/11/17

Cozette Marie Claire Lennon
Jude Francis Caccavale
Ethan Nathaniel Rivera
Paulette Elizabeth Rivera

09/03/17
11/05/17
12/10/17
12/10/17

05/21/17
06/04/17
06/04/17
06/04/17
06/04/17
06/04/17

Anna Lee
Olivia McCarthy
Alex Miller
Brooklyn Schell
Kelly Smeets
Emma Thornsbury

06/04/17
06/04/17
06/04/17
06/04/17
06/04/17
06/04/17

11/05/17

Treasurer’s Report
At last year’s annual meeting, we approved a budget with expenses of $383,175.89. Due to the diligence of
staff, council and volunteers, we ended 2017 $4,205.10 under budget on expenses and this includes several
one-time doublings of expenses in December as we changed a bookkeeping method. We had estimated that
we would receive general fund revenues of $385,970.00. Due to various factors, we ended the year
$7,075.54 under that estimate. We did receive several one-time non-recurring unrestricted gifts and prepayments of 2018 pledges in 2017 totaling over $82,000 that were not included in the general fund in 2017.
In 2017, through separate fundraising efforts, we, the members of Faith Lutheran Church provided $5,189.85
to help with the costs of sending 15 high-school youth and seven chaperones on a life changing trip to
Chavies, Kentucky with Appalachia Service Project. We also provided $1,185.00 to help with the costs of
sending supplies along with our family mission trip with New Missions in the Dominican Republic as well as
$1,271.00 at our comedy night to directly benefit New Missions. $1,010.00 was received through sales of fair
trade products. $2,255.00 was donated to fund our bi-monthly service at Hesed House right here in Aurora.
$16,380.00 was received in memorial contributions that are held for future special purposes. We also undertook a new endeavor this year with the Christmas Gifts for Faith campaign which produced $5,200.00 in revenues. The total provided, outside of the budget in 2017, was $32,490.85. What an amazing accomplishment. We continue to grow in changing lives!
The budget that has been approved by council to propose to the congregation today remains conservative.
The council has chosen to present the revenue side of the budget based on an analysis of past giving and
an estimate of future giving. This analysis brought the council to believe that $331,000.00 is what can be expected in envelope giving for 2018. Council estimated all other revenue amounts based on historical data
and included the full revenue from the STARS contract for facility use. Council also included the 2018
pledge prepayments and a release of $12,000 of the undesignated $70,000 that was received in 2017.

The expense side of the budget was determined based on requests from ministry area leaders with adjustments made by council. As a part of determining the expense side of the budget, the council broke the expenses into three categories: Hard Costs, Working Costs and Payroll Costs. Hard Costs are those that cannot be adjusted; they include building and utility costs, office costs and bank charges. Working Costs are essentially the costs of doing the ministry of the Church. These are the areas that are most adjustable. Council
fulfilled all that was requested by leaders and, in some cases, proposed additional amounts in this category
to better allow for all the ministry work that we do to continue. Payroll Costs include Salaries and Wages for
our called and lay employees and these are somewhat adjustable. Council has maintained or increased staff
compensation and created a new position based on some major benefit costs savings that we were able to
achieve. The total proposed spending plan increases overall spending by $1,313.33 over the 2017 budget or
$5,518.43 over 2017 actual spending. Overall, expected revenues exceed the budgeted expenses that the
council has approved by $810.78.
Respectfully submitted,
Keith H. Biegelmann, CPA
Treasurer
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2017

2017

2018

Annual Budget

Jan - Dec 17

Annual Budget

Approved

Actual

Proposed

Working
Salaries
Hard

Ordinary Income/Expense
Income
4000 · General Fund Revenues
4005 · Loose Offering

10,000.00

9,931.41

10,000.00

93,349.78

100,000.00

4010 · Offerings - Envelope
4010e · Electronic Donations
4010s · Stock Donations

6,406.40

16,000.00

336,000.00

230,885.00

215,000.00

336,000.00

330,641.18

331,000.00

-1,800.00

-2,707.42

-2,600.00

125.00

201.77

200.00

344,325.00

338,066.94

338,600.00

6.90

50.00

181.68

0.00

0.00

188.58

50.00

4210 · Cafe Revenues

2,600.00

1,963.63

2,000.00

4215 · Lawn & Snow Revenues

1,000.00

1,270.00

1,000.00

12,000.00

12,220.08

20,800.00

4010 · Offerings - Envelope - Other
Total 4010 · Offerings - Envelope
4020 · Online Giving Fees
4098 · Amazon Smile
Total 4000 · General Fund Revenues
4100 · Interest/Dividends/Gain/Loss
4110 · Interest Income
4130 · Gain/Loss on Donated Investment
Total 4100 · Interest/Dividends/Gain/Loss
4200 · Other Revenues

4230 · Building Use Fees
4240 · Community Life

125.00

542.00

250.00

4245 · Kidwerks & Student Ministries

1,600.00

1,254.95

1,500.00

4248 · VBS Revenues

3,400.00

2,394.13

2,400.00

750.00

489.00

500.00

4255 · Fundaising Efforts

5,000.00

3,795.15

5,000.00

4260 · Preschool Contribution

1,200.00

200.00

1,200.00

13,970.00

14,960.00

12,000.00

4250 · Thrivent Choice Dollars

4298 · Directed funding - Restrctd Fds

1,550.00

4299 · Other Revenues - General
41,645.00

40,638.94

46,650.00

385,970.00

378,894.46

385,300.00

5011 · Pastor Salary

34,272.42

34,272.48

49,586.57

5012 · Pastor Housing

36,382.56

36,382.56

36,382.56

5013 · Pastor SET Reimbursement

6,184.20

6,184.32

7,452.78

5014 · Pastor Utilities

4,000.04

4,000.08

4,000.00

5015 · Pastor Benefits

40,800.67

40,822.32

15,587.40

Total 4200 · Other Revenues
Total Income
Expense
5000 · Staff
5010 · Pastor Compensation

5018 · Substitute Pastor
Total 5010 · Pastor Compensation
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800.00

975.00

1,000.00

122,439.89

122,636.76

114,009.31

2017

2017

2018

Annual Budget

Jan - Dec 17

Annual Budget

Approved

Actual

Proposed

5030 · Music, Worship & Media Comp.
5031 · Organist Salary

8,225.00

7,735.00

8,695.00

5033-09 · 930 Worship Director Salary

12,118.58

12,168.58

12,118.58

5033-11 · 1100 Worship Director Salary

12,118.58

12,168.58

12,118.58

5035-09 · 930 Media Director Salary

2,000.00

1,950.00

2,000.00

5035-11 · 1100 Media Director Salary

2,000.00

1,950.00

2,000.00

400.00

475.00

600.00

36,862.16

36,447.16

37,532.16

15,015.00

12,911.25

15,015.00

5038 · Special Musicians
Total 5030 · Music, Worship & Media Comp.
5040 · Office Compensation
5041 · Office Administrator Salary

6,600.00

5042 · Volunteer Administrator Salary
Total 5040 · Office Compensation

15,015.00

12,911.25

21,615.00

22,660.00

19,323.60

22,600.00

22,660.00

19,323.60

22,600.00

1,528.00

1,500.00

1,528.00

5050 · Children's Ministry Comp.
5051 · CE Director Salary
Total 5050 · Children's Ministry Comp.
5070 · Child Care Ministry Comp.
5071 · Child Care Provider Salary

30.00

5070 · Child Care Ministry Comp. - Other
Total 5070 · Child Care Ministry Comp.

1,528.00

1,530.00

1,528.00

5081 · FICA Expense

4,677.02

4,051.61

4,716.66

5082 · Medicare Expense

1,093.82

947.51

1,103.09

5,770.84

4,999.12

5,819.75

204,275.89

197,847.89

203,104.22

250.00

357.41

250.00

5120 · Children's Ministry

2,000.00

1,631.70

2,275.00

5123 · VBS Expenses

2,700.00

2,342.75

2,400.00

850.00

2,071.83

1,000.00

5,800.00

6,403.69

5,925.00

5220 · Marketing

1,680.00

1,373.05

3,320.00

Total 5200 · Evangelism

1,680.00

1,373.05

3,320.00

5080 · General Staff Costs

Total 5080 · General Staff Costs
Total 5000 · Staff
5100 · Discipleship
5110 · Adult Ministry

5130 · Student Ministry
Total 5100 · Discipleship
5200 · Evangelism

5300 · Fellowship
5310 · Cafe Ministry

3,900.00

4,027.31

3,900.00

5330 · Community Life/Fellowship

400.00

369.91

400.00

5340 · General Use Kitchen Supplies

300.00

193.95

0.00

4,600.00

4,591.17

4,300.00

5510 · Worship Supplies (Altar Care)

1,500.00

1,846.21

1,500.00

5520 · Music & Media Resources

1,250.00

1,229.80

1,250.00

100.00

45.29

100.00

2,850.00

3,121.30

2,850.00

Total 5300 · Fellowship
5500 · Worship & Music

5550 · Bulletins
Total 5500 · Worship & Music
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2017

2017

2018

Annual Budget

Jan - Dec 17

Annual Budget

Approved

Actual

Proposed

5600 · Denom. Support & Stewardship
5610 · Support to Synod

520.00

520.00

520.00

5620 · Stewardship

750.00

1,346.16

1,200.00

5630 · Envelopes

500.00

283.50

300.00

1,770.00

2,149.66

2,020.00

118,200.00

118,200.00

118,200.00

3,000.00

3,416.14

2,500.00

14,000.00

15,619.49

15,000.00

5,100.00

5,685.25

5,220.00

500.00

1,156.72

1,200.00

5750 · Equipment Maintenance

1,200.00

959.74

1,200.00

5760 · Fire Safety

2,500.00

2,010.04

2,250.00

5770 · Insurance

6,000.00

6,287.82

6,000.00

5780 · Snow Removal & Lawn Care

2,000.00

1,655.07

2,000.00

152,500.00

154,990.27

153,570.00

5820 · Equipment Leases
5830 · IT Support, Hardware & Software

6,000.00

6,083.85

6,100.00

500.00

388.97

500.00

5840 · Office Supplies

1,500.00

973.49

1,200.00

Total 5600 · Denom. Support & Stewardship
5700 · Property Costs
5701 · Mortgage Payment
5710 · Building Maintenance
5720 · Utilities
5730 · Custodial & Janitorial
5735 · Cleaning Supplies

Total 5700 · Property Costs
5800 · Office Expenses

500.00

641.85

500.00

8,500.00

8,088.16

8,300.00

5910 · Conference Dues

200.00

0.00

200.00

5940 · Synod Assembly & PLC

650.00

200.00

650.00

5850 · Postage
Total 5800 · Office Expenses
5900 · Miscellaneous

5950 · Bank Charges
Total 5900 · Miscellaneous
Total Expense
Net Ordinary Income
Net Income
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350.00

205.60

250.00

1,200.00

405.60

1,100.00

383,175.89

378,970.79

384,489.22

2,794.11

-76.33

810.78

2,794.11

-76.33

810.78

Faith Lutheran Church

Fund Revenue & Expenses
2017

Jan - Dec 17
Other Income/Expense
Other Income
6000 · Designated Fund Rev & Exp
6100 · Designated Fund Revenues
6103 · Bright Beginnings PS Fd Rev.

16,414.00

6104 · EXCESS Building Use Fees Fd Rev

4,619.92

6105 · Egg Drop Fund Rev.

3,920.84

6107 · Charitable Events Fund Rev.
6114 · Grief Share Fund Rev.
6116 · Non Youth Mission Trip Fund Rev

526.37
30.00
1,485.00

6118 · Pathway Fund Rev.

779.91

6119k · Children's Ministry Outings Rev

100.00

6119r · Revolution T-Shirt Fund Rev.

130.00

6119s · Shift Fund Rev.
6119t · Youth Mission Trips Fund Rev.
6125 · Women's Retreat Fund - Revenue

1,685.00
11,797.43
150.00

6126 · Council Desig for Future - TN R

81,825.00

6127 · Christmas Gifts for Faith Fund

5,175.00

Total 6100 · Designated Fund Revenues

128,638.47

6200 · Designated Fund Expenses
6202 · Bookstore Fund Exp.
6203 · Bright Beginnings PS Fd Exp.

-14,787.92

6204 · EXCESS Building Use Fees Fd Exp

-4,619.92

6205 · Egg Drop Fund Exp.

-2,009.01

6207 · Charitable Events Fund Exp.

-653.92

6216 · Non Youth Mission Trip Fund Exp

-900.00

6218 · Pathway Fund Exp.

-779.91

6219k · Children's Ministry Outings Exp
6219s · Shift Fund Exp.
6219t · Youth Mission Trips Fund Exp.
6225 · Women's Retreat Fund - Expense
6226 · Council Desig for Future - TN E
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-117.10

-115.75
-1,096.09
-13,052.58
-100.00
-1,199.16

Total 6200 · Designated Fund Expenses

-39,431.36

6999 · Transfer toDesignated Funds

-89,207.11

Total 6000 · Designated Fund Rev & Exp

0.00

Jan - Dec 17
7000 · Restricted Fund Rev & Exp
7100 · Restricted Fund Revenues
7109 · Flowers Fund Rev.

1,341.00

7110 · Hesed House Fund Rev.

2,255.00

7111 · New Missions Fund Rev.
7112 · Memorial Funds Revenues

1,334.00
21,672.00

7115 · Staff Passthru Fund Rev.

1,698.52

7116 · Stained Glass Fund Rev.

43.33

7120 · Local Outreach Fund Revenues

1,510.62

7125 · Student Min Scholarship Fd Rev

48.24

7126 · Overflow Aud to Sanct Fund Rev

250.00

7129 · Garage Expansion Fund Revenues

840.00

7130 · Pastor's Discretionary Fund Rev
7131 · Building Needs Fund Revenue
Total 7100 · Restricted Fund Revenues

1,000.00
7,500.00
39,492.71

7200 · Restricted Fund Expenses
7209 · Flowers Fund Exp.

-1,396.55

7210 · Hesed House Fund Exp.

-4,651.32

7211 · New Missions Fund Exp

-63.00

7212 · Memorial Funds Expenses

-1,320.00

7212sr · Ramlet Memorial Fund Exp

-2,990.00

7214 · Serenity Garden Fund Exp.

-15.94

7215 · Staff Passthru Fund Exp.

-1,532.88

7216 · Stained Glass Fund Exp.

-4,053.33

7220 · Local Outreach Fund Expenses

-1,149.51

7221 · Gifting Catalog Fund Expenses

-80.00

7225 · Student Min Scholarship Fd Exp

-107.28

7228 · Salary Restoration Fund - Exp
7230 · Pastor's Discretionary Fund Exp

-10,300.00
-663.44

Total 7200 · Restricted Fund Expenses

-28,323.25

7999 · Transfers to Restricted Funds

-11,169.46

Total 7000 · Restricted Fund Rev & Exp
Total Other Income

0.00
0.00

Other Expense
6399 · Mortgage Principal
Total Other Expense
Net Other Income
Net Income
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-58,452.53
-58,452.53
58,452.53
58,452.53

Faith Lutheran Church

Balance Sheet

As of December 31, 2017 & 2016
Dec 31, 17

Dec 31, 16

ASSETS
Current Assets
Checking/Savings
1000 · Cash Accounts
1010 · Old Second Operating
1025 & 1030 · BluePay & EasyTithe
1040 · Funds in transit
Total 1000 · Cash Accounts
Total Checking/Savings
Total Current Assets

131,221.17

33,566.28

8,048.50

334.00

0.00

3,600.00

139,269.67

37,500.28

139,269.67

37,500.28

139,269.67

37,500.28

Fixed Assets
1500 · Fixed Assets
1510 · Furniture, Fixtures & Equipment

64,053.34

64,053.34

960,000.00

960,000.00

1,740,000.00

1,740,000.00

2,764,053.34

2,764,053.34

2,764,053.34
2,903,323.01

2,764,053.34
2,801,553.62

3,661.60

3,208.50

3,661.60

3,208.50

2410 · FICA Taxes Payable

872.28

839.98

2420 · Medicare Taxes Payable

204.00

196.44

2430 · Federal Taxes Withheld Payable

754.48

609.70

1515 · Land - Eola Property Site
1520 · Building - Eola Property Site
Total 1500 · Fixed Assets
Total Fixed Assets
TOTAL ASSETS
LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable
2100 & 2200 · Accts & Credit Cards Payable
Total Accounts Payable
Other Current Liabilities
2400 · Payroll Liabilities

2440 · State Taxes Withheld Payable
Total 2400 · Payroll Liabilities

295.61

214.20

2,126.37

1,860.32

60,607.06

58,452.55

60,607.06

58,452.55

750.00

0.00

63,483.43

60,312.87

67,145.03

63,521.37

1,555,761.70

1,616,368.74

1,555,761.70

1,616,368.74

1,555,761.70

1,616,368.74

1,622,906.73

1,679,890.11

2500 · Current Loans
2510 · Mortgage - Current Portion
Total 2500 · Current Loans
2700 · Security Deposit - STARS
Total Other Current Liabilities
Total Current Liabilities
Long Term Liabilities
2600 · Long Term Loans
2610 · Mortgage - Long Term Portion
Total 2600 · Long Term Loans
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Total Long Term Liabilities
Total Liabilities

Dec 31, 17

Dec 31, 16

Equity
3100 · Restricted Funds
3102 · Altar Paraments Fund
3109 · Flowers Fund

268.00

268.00

-330.87

-275.32

3110 · Hesed House Fund

2,435.87

4,832.19

3111 · New Missions Fund

1,466.25

195.25

20,532.00

3,170.00

3112 · Memorial Funds
3114 · Serenity Garden Fund

446.20

462.14

3115 · Staff Passthru Fund

0.00

-165.64

3116 · Stained Glass Fund

0.00

4,010.00

15.19

15.19

3120 · Local Outreach Fund

889.79

528.68

3121 · Gifting Catalog Fund

0.00

80.00

305.00

305.00

1,727.49

1,786.50

3119 · Computer Equipment Fund

3124 · Care Resources Fund
3125 · Student Min Scholarship Fund
3126 · Overflow Aud to Sanct Fund

250.00

0.00

3128 · Salary Restoration Fund

0.00

10,300.00

3129 · Garage Expansion Fund

840.00

0.00

3130 · Pastor's Discretionary Fund

336.56

0.00

7,500.00

0.00

36,681.48

25,511.99

0.00

117.10

8,696.93

7,070.85

3131 · Building Needs Fund
Total 3100 · Restricted Funds
3200 · Designated Funds
3202 · Bookstore Fund
3203 · Bright Beginnings PS Fund
3205 · Egg Drop Fund

0.00

-1,911.83

-250.00

-122.45

3209 · Confirmation Fund

672.68

672.68

3214 · Grief Share Fund

345.00

315.00

3216 · Non Youth Mission Trips Fund

2,129.69

1,544.69

3219 · Student Ministries Funds

2,054.44

2,606.46

50.00

0.00

3226 · Council Desig for Future - TN

80,625.84

0.00

3227 · Christmas Gifts for Faith Fund

5,175.00

0.00

3207 · Charitable Events Fund

3225 · Women's Retreat Fund

Total 3200 · Designated Funds

99,499.58

10,292.50

3300 · Unrestricted Net Assets

-61,825.56

-47,566.35

1,147,684.58

1,089,232.05

58,376.20

44,193.32

1,280,416.28
2,903,323.01

1,121,663.51
2,801,553.62

3400 · Net Value of Real Estate, etc.
Net Income
Total Equity
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY
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Mission Resource Report
I want to thank the 2017 Mission Resource team, comprised of Pastor Rob, Daren Johnson, Phil
Meisinger, and Roger Schnorr. Without their commitment, efforts and diligence, 2017 wouldn’t
have been nearly the productive year that it was.
The team identified the following objectives for our 2017 Mission Resource work at Faith:
• Locating a tenant enhance our cash flow and its consistency, someone aligned with our mission & vision
• Plan and utilize an annual Mission Resource strategy at Faith, including additional fundraisers
and a focus on automated giving
• Enhanced ‘Matching’ plan opportunities
• Continue AmazonSmile and Thrivent Choice. Please just sign on to www.smile.amazon.com,
and search for ‘Faith Lutheran Church, Aurora’ to select our church to benefit from Amazon’s
charitable giving.
This year’s results:
• Increases in automated giving occurred, with annual revenues approaching $75,000 via automated giving
• Pledges decreased this year over last year, although much of that gap is envisioned to be
covered via the automated giving members
• Several fundraisers held during the year, netting Faith $3795.15 in income:
- The Wine tasting / partnership with Aspen Lane Winery was held at the winery, with >40
attending
- Two pancake breakfasts were held, the last celebrating 500 years of the Lutheran
Church
(Reformation Sunday), capped off by the council consuming 500 pancakes)
- Oktoberfest was enjoyed by all, featuring our 8 AM organist Richard on the accordion!
- The ‘Christmas gifts for Faith’ opportunity was very well received; thank you for your
generous $5200 in ‘Faith gifts’.
- Income from our automated channels – EasyTithe and Vanco - continued to grow.
We will look to consolidate to one tool through The Hub in Q1 2018.
Thank you to our Faith family members whom stretched themselves in response to this year’s
Mission Resource campaign, for those of you transitioning to automated giving, and to those
whom perhaps pledged to the church for the first time. All support is needed; all support is very
important to carrying out God’s mission on the corner of Liberty and Eola.
Please connect to ask any questions, provide any suggestions or determine how you can plug
into this critical ministry at Faith.
Respectfully submitted;
Greg Spears
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Worship Report
We offered three unique Sunday morning services in 2017: a traditional service at 8:00, a blended
service at 9:30 and a contemporary service at 11:00. The average weekly attendance for worship
is 169, breaking down to an average of 37 attending at 8:00, 84 at 9:30 and 48 at the 11:00
service.
Our Lenten season included meaningful observances for Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday,
Palm Sunday and Good Friday, as well as four services on Easter, with its additional sunrise service. Over 650 people attended these services.
Christmas at Faith is always special. This year we moved services to 3:00 pm, 5:00 pm and 11:00
pm, and had four hundred people worship in our beautifully decorated sanctuary on Christmas
Eve.
We are blessed to have so many willing to participate in worship. Our thanks go out to all of the
ministry coordinators and worship assistants; the talented soloists and instrumentalists; the volunteers for media and sound; and all those who serve on usher, greeter, communion, altar care and
reading teams for adding their gifts. Appreciation is given to Ann Boten, Betty Boyles, Heather
King, Jean Lawlor and Laura Janovsky for serving on the worship team.
Respectfully Submitted,
Jennifer Campbell
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Discipleship Report
First Look
2017 was another fulfilling year in children’s ministry. Weekly, I and the other volunteers on the CM
team are lucky enough to be surrounded by the innocence and wonder of 20-30 preschool-5th grade
children. They manage to make surprise us every week with some little snippet of wisdom that
seems far beyond their years, it makes leading this team one of the greatest joys I’ve ever experienced and it’s is a great privilege that you all continue to support me and this ministry with your
prayers and encouragement
This year we continued implementation of the Orange Curriculum for all of our children’s ministry
programs. It focuses on the crucial partnership between church and home that positively impacts our
children’s by sharing simple truths. For our preschoolers, those truths are boiled down to 3 simple,
easy to remember statements:
• God made me.
• God loves me.
• Jesus wants to be my friend forever.
Our preschoolers are fortunate to have Jenny Holstead & Laura Krantz continuing to serve as our
First Look small group leaders on a rotating basis each month. They have both blessed the students
with their love and compassion for God and epitomize the spirit of self-less volunteers. Jenny and
Laura each have teenage kids who are helping them as well and providing a wonderful dynamic of
kids teaching kids and modeling great Faith journeys for the young kids to look up to.
Kidwerks
The Orange curriculum for our Kdg-5th graders is based on Luke 2:52 (NIV)
“And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man”
We break this verse down to 3 simple facts and we want every single one of our children to know
these truths by the end of 5th grade.
•
•
•

I can Trust God No Matter What
I need to Make the Wise Choice
I should Treat Others the Way I want to be Treated
We focus on these statements by studying bible stories that align with each month’s “Life App”. We
then brainstorm ways we can live out these life apps in the modern world. Over the last year we’ve
covered: knowledge, love, forgiveness, humility, determination, friendship and many others. Sunday
mornings find us learning about the life app through our dramatic large group story time and then
during small group time take a closer look at how we can apply the lessons from the story in our everyday lives and how we can share the gospel with others who may be unfamiliar with it.
The kids at Faith are incredible, they have an amazing ability to sense when something is wrong and
care for each other and their small group leaders through the simplest gestures. Whether it’s a picture drawn during the week to let their leader know they were thinking of them, or a high five upon
arrival Sunday mornings, our kids always make sure to keep our environment light hearted and filled
with laughter and hope. Our world continues to be so divisive and harsh, learning from kids each
week fills me with hope for our future and a knowledge that as these children come to love and know
Jesus more and more our future is incredibly bright.
Singing during worship continues to be a bright spot for children’s ministry. We will continue to share
that gift of worship in the coming months and hope that it brings as much joy to the congregation as it
does to the kids. And a special thank you to Heather for accompanying the kids who sang on Christmas Eve.
I’m expecting 2018 to be another rewarding year with and am looking forward to adding new volunteers to this amazing team. I look forward to what God can do to change lives through this ministry. I
would like to give a special thank you to all of my wonderful teammates without them this ministry
would not exist. Jenny & Julia Holstead, Laura & Taylor Krantz, Shiela & Taylor Scott, Jessica Fred18

erick, Lori Hogan, Jocelyn Lent, Ethan Klosterman, Dan Stolze and Evan & Dave Brauer, THANK YOU for
sharing your time, talents, gifts and endless energy with the children of Faith.
Vacation Bible School
2017 brought another fun week of excitement for VBS. This summer, “MAKER FUN FACTORY” was a
great success. As in years past we were able to partner again with Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and
utilize their stage decorations and leftover supplies to transform Faith into a fun factory full of wonder and
awe. VBS continues to be a great entry point for getting both children and young adults into the doors at
Faith. By utilizing middle and high school students in leadership roles, they are given the opportunity to
share their experiences and become role models for the younger children. And as an added benefit they
feel a sense of purpose and responsibility for something bigger than themselves which deepens their faith
and increases their confidence, it’s a wonderful thing to see.
I look forward to growing the children ministry team at Faith in 2018 and working with parents to help their
children come to know and understand God’s great love for each of them.

Jenn Klosterman
Director of Children’s Ministry
Student Ministries Report
Middle & High School Ministries
The foundation to our student ministries program at Faith is our Sunday night Revolution. An average of 35
students gathered for Revolution that meets the first and third Sunday’s of the month. A student led band
leads the opening worship that includes community-building events. The night concludes with students participating in small groups. Thank you to those that have served on our student ministry team: Dave Brauer,
Brook Dahmen Kelly Hannapel, Stefan Kajmowicz, Kris Harvey, Joceyln & Kris Lent, John Miller, Mark
Reibe, Kelly Schell, and Leslie LePore. Special thanks goes out to Keith Biegelmann for his leadership with
the student ministry band.
Each month, students participated in serve events that were designed to meet the needs of those in our local community. Some of the events that students participated in included making hand-tied blankets and
passed them out, along with coffee, hot chocolate, and toiletries to guests staying at Hesed House. The opportunity exposed students to the challenges of suburban homelessness. In May, 10 students volunteered
at Ready, Set, Ride in Plainfield. The December serve event saw the kids decorating and singing Christmas carols with the residents at Sunnymere Assisted Living in Aurora. A special thank you goes out to Jenny Smeets, who served as the coordinator for our SERVE events.
The annual Shift retreat was held in March. Over thirty-two students participated in this event that is geared
at helping middle school students navigate the challenges of adolescents. The retreat participants conducted a (2) hour cleanup of Eola & Liberty roads. The retreat was planned and led by a team of high school
student-leaders.
We celebrated the affirmation of faith of eleven of our 8th grade students on Pentecost Sunday. Those who
were confirmed their faith included: Tyler Eng, Avery Austgen, Maggie Golminas, Trevor Harvey, Brian Holstead, Zack Kajmowicz, Anna Lee, Olivia McCarthy, Alex Miller, Brooklyn Schell, Kelly Smeets and Emma
Thornsbury.
Seven students attended our annual confirmation camp experience at Lutherdale Bible Camp in Elkhorn
Wisconsin.
Fifteen students and six adult leaders participated in the mission trip to Chaives, Kentucky as part of the
Appalachia Service Project. Our team served to make homes safer, drier, and warmer for families in need.
Keith Beigelmann again deserves high praise and thanks for serving as lead coordinator for this trip. His
dedication to both young people and serving God are exceptional.
Several fundraisers were conducted to help defray the cost of these trips.. Events included: the Pink Flamingo season in May, a car wash in June, and a dinner theater in July. Thank you to the congregation for all
your support of our students during the year.
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Thank you to those students who served on the student ministry planning team.
Members included: Sarah Douglas, Hailey Finch, Robert Finch, Ethan Klosterman, Brooklyn Schell, and
Mitch Spears.
Respectfully Submitted,
Pastor Rob
Student Ministry Team
PATHWAY - Adult Education
The new year began with a 7- week class, The Shack. It is a beautiful story of how God comes to find us in
the midst of our sorrows. We followed Mack as he was called by God to come spend a weekend in The
Shack. We all learned to experience the triune God in new ways. We followed the book study with the
movie. (Becky Marchiando)
The Greatest Story: Bible Introduction was a 16-session overview of Genesis through Revelation that
introduced the key people, places, and events of scripture in an easy-to-understand story. Participants were
invited to explore where they fit in the greatest story and how the greatest story fits in their lives. This class
began in the fall of 2017. (Pastor Rob)
In the September, we began in the last chapter of the Bible, we studied Breaking the Code: Understanding the Book of Revelation. When reading a good book you are always tempted to skip to the last chapter
and find out how the story ends, except when reading the Bible. Shouldn’t we be just as excited to read the
last chapter, as we were to read the first chapter? Revelation is not a chapter that anyone wants to read,
but we thought it was time we dove in and found out what God has planned. Shouldn’t we be REALLY excited for Jesus to return, not frightened by the imagery and code that we read in Revelation? (Becky Marchiando)
In October we began, The Greatest Story: Jesus. In this exciting 16-session exploration of the life and
ministry of Jesus, we have been on a journey through the Gospel narratives from Matthew, Mark, Luke, and
John. This class will continue on into January. (Pastor Rob)
The fall also brought a 13-week video seminar called GriefShare. (Pastor Rob)
Before Christmas, we participated in three sessions taught by Rick Warren. The Purpose of Christmas
showed us why we celebrate Christmas and how it can change our lives forever.
(Becky Marchiando)
A special thanks goes out to Pastor Rob for all of his wisdom and talents.
We also want to thank all those who attended Pathway classes. We are truly better together on this lifelong
journey of spiritual growth.
We are called to come just as we are in order to become all that God has made us to be by choosing to
grow one step at a time. Join us in 2018 on the PATHWAY. Come see what God has in store for your life.
Becky Marchiando
Pathway Ministry Team Leader
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Outreach Report
Highlights for the Outreach team in 2017 were mainly focused on Compassion Weekend and Fair Trade opportunities.
The Outreach team partnered with Equal Exchange in the spring to introduce fair trade coffee and chocolates. The cafe served samples of the coffee which were available for purchase. We sold products across
four Sundays in April and May and generated quite a bit of interest and sales which all went back to Equal
Exchange.
In May, we held a serving event at Mutual Ground and ten people participated. They were given a list of
tasks inside and outside of the shelter and all were completed. Some people were involved in serving at Mutual Ground for the first time.
Much of the Outreach team planning was to coordinate Compassion Weekend which took place in September. We had nine serving events for sign up.
Feed My Starving Children – Meal packaging.
Naperville Area Humane Society Paws for Tails Reading Program – Assist with 5k walk/run to benefit
the Paws for Tails reading program (assist with registration, water stations, providing directions to runners/walkers).
Visit to the Aurora Police Department – Donate baked goods and bring to church. Make cards and
banners. Team to deliver baked goods, cards and banners. Pray for the officers and their families.
Mutual Ground Domestic Abuse Shelter – Assist with general maintenance and cleaning inside and
outside.
ADOPT Humane Shelter - Help provide support to staff at the shelter including cleaning and organization.
People’s Resource Center Food Pantry. Unpack boxes, restock shelves, assist shoppers as they select food for their families.
Sunnymere Senior and Assisted Living – Interact with residents during Bingo and Trivia.
Hesed House – Make care packages and distribute them during a party with a DJ and photo booth.
Phil’s Friends – Make and color cards and care packages for cancer patients.
Serving events took place Friday night through Sunday afternoon to allow flexibility for schedules and many
events were open to all ages. We had great attendance across the serving opportunities and thank everyone
who participated.
We closed the year with Heavenly Treasures Fair Trade. This was our second year partnering with this organization to sell hand crafted items with proceeds going back to the artisans. We had items available across
two Sundays as well as for the Live Nativity and sold over $1,900 of items.
Connections Team
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Bright Beginnings Report
Faith’s Bright Beginnings Preschool is offered M-F from 9:00-11:30. This is the 7th year of offering morning classes for 3 through 5 year old children in the community.
As of the publication of this report, we are at the midway point of the year. I along w/ Bonnie Schumacher
are co-teaching the students and having a spectacular year. We have 9 students on M&W and 7 students
on Fridays. The mixed age format is working well and proves to be a great way to maintain a good environment for the students. As with each year the hope is to grow the preschool and so we will open registration with the intention of a MWF class as well as a T/Th class and later in the summer we will evaluate
if the enrollment will allow for separate classes or if we need to have a mixed age group again.
Bright Beginnings continues to be a place for young children to learn and grow and we are thankful for
the support of Faith’s congregation in helping us to do so.
As you read this report registration is now open for 2018-2019 school year. If you or anyone you know is
interested in Bright Beginnings preschool please have them contact Jenn Klosterman either by phone
(630)862-3500 ext 104 or at jenn@discoveringfaith.com for more information.
Respectfully,
Jenn Klosterman (Director & Lead teacher)

Community Life Report
The community life team at Faith continues to provide smaller, more intimate events where people can
gather and do life together, network, meet one another and share fellowship. 2017 was no different.
2017 at Faith Lutheran brought some fun annual events as well as some new events! In February we
kicked off the year with a Super Bowl themed chili cook-off that gathered all of our best chefs (and tasters) together for a night filled with fun and good food. This event always draws a good crowd and
bragging rights to our winner for the year, Brooke Dahmen.
In March we had a Laugh All Night Comedy Concert that supported the mission of New Missions, our
partner mission trip provider here at Faith. The auditorium was filled with families enjoying a free night
of good clean humor provided by John Branyon.
In April we again held an Egg Drop the Saturday before Easter. We are blessed each year to draw hundreds of families from the community to this event who truly look forward to it every year.

In June there was a Paint Night fundraiser for the youth mission trip. 20 ladies gathered in the café
learning to paint the sun & clouds for a faith themed painting to hang in their homes.
September brought to us Oktoberfest. Much fun was had with live German music, food, beer and
games! This adults only event was enjoyed by about 50 people & continues to grow each year.
Our year wrapped up with the annual Ladies Christmas Tea and is always an evening filled with spirit &
love, kicking off the advent season for 50 of our ladies with live entertainment & fellowship.
Thank you to all those who volunteered for events, contributed time, energy , and talent. Without the
ongoing support of the Community Life Team members we wouldn’t be able to provide fun events for
the members of Faith.
Community Life Team
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Connections Team Report
This year, the connections team continue to be involved in new member orientation sessions by being
available the second and third nights of orientation to meet the new members, go over serving opportunities that may align with the gifts and talents identified in the program and work towards commitment to serving opportunities.
In the fall, we connected with each of our ministry leaders and coordinators to renew their commitment
to their roles and recruit where there were gaps. We devoted an evening to bringing all of the ministry
leaders and coordinators together to thank them for their commitment to leading in the 2017 year and
a focused discussion on their needs and ideas to bring additional people into serving opportunities.
The roll out and implementation of “The Hub” was discussed and leaders were equipped with training
on how to use make use of the scheduling component. Each ministry identified needs that are available. We also worked with the ministry leaders and coordinators to outline expectations around training
new people who sign up to serve in their ministries. Our primary focus has been on developing additional on-ramps to get people involved in serving.
Finally, Pastor Rob has worked with the team to identify individuals who may be a good fit for various
serving opportunities and the team has approached various individuals to assess interest and commitment. We will continue our strategy into 2018 of focusing on new members as well as any individual
currently attending worship to get them connected and engaged with serving opportunities at Faith.
Respectfully Submitted,
Connections Team
Judy Brown
Dawn Eng
Katie O’Boyle
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Property Report
You will notice a “new bright” look around the church this year. The Sanctuary lighting was changed to
100% LED, the Parking lot lighting was changed in Dec/Jan to all new LED lighting and the café house
lights were changed to LED lighting. Let me break it down in numbers for the largest cost savings. The
parking lot lights were 400watts each. We only burn 8 of these to cover the majority of the parking we
have. We burn 10 of these for special occasions where we need overflow parking. Of the 8 lamps used
that totals 3,200 watts per hour and we burn them 6 hours per night (on average). That totals 19,200 watts
per night. The new LED lamps use 120 watts per hour. That is 5,760 watts per night.
We will be enhancing the garden plots this year with the water storage containers inside the garden area
and elevated, so you just need to take the hose and water your area. Instead of hauling pails of water from
the old location. The plots are 5’ X10’ each and we just ask that you give a donation toward debt reduction. I am looking for that special someone that would want to start a grape vine in the north area. I would
envision about 10- X 20’ and I can design a bird barrier to cover the top and sides. Just let me know. You
would need to plant the grape seed vines and maintain them.
We want to use our church property in ways that will help the community and expand our service to the
area. Suggestions for events should be directed to the Council.
Areas of interest needing volunteers:
Anyone that knows trees, bushes and how to trim them, care for them. I am terrible at that and we have
some nice toys to help with the job.
Wanting to be on the mowing crew. We have our 2.0 AC to cut plus we cut the 4.0 AC across the street
twice per month.
If you have specific plumbing or electrical skills, these are always needed.
The Property Team
Coordinator - Dennis Banschbach

dennis@banschbach.net
630-853-4057
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Nominating Committee Report
The 2017 Nomination Committee met on December 12 and reviewed a list of candidates
for Church Council and the 2018 Nominating Committee. Invitations were sent to the candidates asking if they would serve and those that responded positively will be presented to
the church membership for election at the annual meeting on January 28.

Nominees for the 2018 Nominating Committee:
Karen Banschbach
Kim Miller
Kelly Schell
Nominees for (3) Council positions:
Jason Jensen
Kris Harvey
Jennifer Campbell
Respectfully submitted,
2017 Nominating Committee
Dale Bridge
Jenn Klosterman
Ann Spears
Scott Lee
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Nominees for Nominating Committee
Karen Banschbach

I have been a member of the Faith worship community since 2005. I have lived
with my family in Aurora, IL since 1986. I have two adult children plus five grandchildren and two beautiful golden retrievers. I continue to work in School District
308 in Student Information and Central Registration. I have been there since 1989
and now I am looking to plan my retirement. I love summer boating, walking, reading, the theatre, and travelling with my husband Dennis and family.
Over the years I have served on a variety of committees at Faith; i.e., Community
Life, Welcome Center, Communion Assistant, Reader, and Hesed House. I am
currently on the Bright Beginnings Pre-School Board, Welcome Center and serve
on the Common Ground Café.
I truly love being part of the Faith worship community. We have developed so
many strong, wonderful friendships with the people of this church. I hope we all can
continue to grow in our faith and friendships in the years to come.

Kim Miller

Kim joined Faith Lutheran, formerly St. James, with her husband John in
2003. They live in Aurora with their children, Alexander, a freshman at
Waubonsie Valley HS and Delaney, a 6th grader at Fischer MS. Over the
years Kim has served on Church Council, Cafe Ministry, Interior Committee
and Community Life.
Kim is an account executive for Jamf, an IT company based in Minneapolis. She works with large urban school districts in the Midwest. Kim keeps
busy following her family's activities including sports, music and scouting.

Kelly Schell
From the baptism of my youngest daughter 14 years ago (which took
place in a school gym), mission trips to the Dominican Republic and Appalachia, VBS and the confirmation of my three daughters, my family
and I have cherished our time with our church family at Faith. I am a
wife, mother, corporate attorney and serve as a small group leader of
middle school students. I am honored to serve on Faith's nominating
committee this year and further Faith's purpose of connecting people to
God and each other.
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Nominees for Council
Jennifer Campbell

Longtime Aurora residents, for the last eight years or so my family and I
have been delighted to have Faith as our church home. During that time,
I’ve had opportunity to serve as Worship Team leader, assist on Altar Care
and Communion teams and participate in small group classes and communities. I’m a pediatric dentist by profession and a family historian by avocation. My husband Charles and I have two grown children.

Kris Harvey

Kris Harvey has been a member at Faith since 1994. She has been on Council for
the past 3 years. Kris lives with her husband, Scott and 15yr old son, Trevor. Her
daughter, Allison was a member at Faith until she relocated to Oregon this past
year. Kris works full-time as a Director of Operations for a nationally known temporary housing company. When not serving on Council or volunteering in the Cafe,
Kris is involved locally with GRENO and coordinates 3-4 community events each
year, including the area's largest National Night Out each August. Kris would love
the opportunity to serve again on Council and welcomes your feedback and questions.

Jason Jensen
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Inviting, Growing, serving…becoming fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ!

