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POETRY PIECE ON PAGE 9

Tipp toe was used in the same
way. And, now we have
children that we have noticed
walk on their toes all the time
and thought it to be walker
babies, yet it is a sign that they
may be autistic and have
nothing to do with the walker.
As far as I know, loafers are
comfortable!

Deadnaming. If you have not
heard of it, do not worry;
neither did I. But it is a term
used to describe a
transgender person by birth or
given a name they used
before transitioning.

Misgendering. It occurs when
a transgender person does not
use typical pronouns that do
not align with gender identity.
And the list goes on; check the
link out more to become
informed of terms you may or
may not hear and be aware of.
continued on pg. 6 

The things we say and
did not know were
inappropriate.

Well, let's begin! "Light
in the loafers or Tippied
Toed" are ways to speak
of others as missing
something. It suggests
that they are not
complete. Being light
tells us that something
is missing rather than
being whole. It was a
way to suggest a
different attraction from
what has been
experienced in our
environment. 
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Mission of the month 
Salvation Army



Religion is like a blind man looking in a black room for a black cat that isn't there,
and finding it. ~ Oscar Wilde
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1 John 5.14; Matthew 6.11; 1 John 4.4-5

2 Corinthians 5.18-21
18 All this comes from the God

who settled the relationship
between us and him, and then

called us to settle our
relationships with each other.
19 God put the world square

with himself through the
Messiah, giving the world a

fresh start by offering
forgiveness of sins. God has
given us the task of telling
everyone what he is doing.

20 We're Christ's
representatives. God uses us to
persuade men and women to

drop their differences and enter
into God's work of making

things right between them.
We're speaking for Christ

himself now: Become friends
with God; he's already a friend

with you.
21 How? you say. In Christ. God

put the wrong on him who
never did anything wrong, so

we could be put right with God.
The Message Bible

 

There is never a time when I begin to repair something in
my home that I do not end up searching for the "power

tools" or a "pipe wrench," and just as sure as I am writing
this, you are shaking your heads in agreement. The right
tools for the right job are essential and often a necessity.

As I search for topics for our newsletter and reflect on life
in three forms: personal, communal, and the world, along
with you, it brings a long sigh and an undeniable prayer
for the Lord to have Mercy on us. Is it nice to have the

power tools we need to complete a reversal in direction?
Yet, here we are, Lord! 

 
The topic and scripture from a list of issues said "Power
Tools," and curiosity caught my attention. First, what

scriptures were chosen? What was the original intent of
these scriptures? How can they be applied as power tools

in the 21st Century context inside and outside the
Church? If this is tiring, to begin with, come back to it.

Your battery may need charging! 
 

Two passages from this selection are from First John, the
disciple that Jesus loved, and one of the sons of Thunder,

whose father was Zebedee, the fisherman. 1 John is
written between 85-95 a.d. It is pre-doctrine. It is fighting

against heresy. First-century complications surrounded
the belief in Jesus and disbelief, understanding His place in
the world, and avoiding those who deceive others. In the

first century, much in the same way, we are still asking the
question, if there is a God, then why do chaos and evil

exist? Breathe deep, hang on to your chairs... wait for it... 
continued on pg. 5

https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/2-corinthians/5-18.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/2-corinthians/5-19.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/2-corinthians/5-20.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/2-corinthians/5-21.html
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Happy Birthday!

 2 Corinthians 5.19-21
God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not

counting people's sins against them. And he has
committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are

therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were
making his appeal through us. We implore you on

Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who
had no sin to be sin for us so that in him we might

become the righteousness of God. NIV
continued on pg. 4
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"Mankind is divided into two sorts: such as live according
to man, and such as live according to God. These we call
the two cities… The Heavenly City outshines Rome. There,

instead of victory, is truth"
St. Augustine - The City of God

With 2.2 Billion Believers in the
world, Christ is visible, are we

willing to accept our humanity and
point to our God and Savior, by

working together on things great
and small? 
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VESSELS OF
RECONCILIATION

continued
Simple. Well, at first glance and after reading the
above passage, we can, as Christians, believe
that we are in this scripture and working towards
the reconciliation of God in humanity. Yet, more
grey areas are produced partly due to education
and stopping the quest for learning as life speeds
ahead. Partly because so many of us cannot
avoid comparisons or blame, to quest not to
compare or be envious, on this very premise, we
must push back against those we find comparing
or envious and placing blame or assigning guilt.
Habits of belief are formed in us from birth
forward, and habits that push against this belief
as Christians are equally pushed back against,
thus creating a tug of war that most of us are not
aware we are in until we have taken a side and
belief thinking we know the mind of God. I know
good, or do I? I know evil, or do I? And in the name
of choice between the two, we take sides.

It is super easy to fall into habits of belief and
become stagnant if our minds and the eternal
consciousness of God are not expanding and
growing. Clearing the mind of Good and Evil,
perceptions, judgments, and habits, is an
exhausting task to apply one's self to as we
realize that this is at the very foundation or core
of our trained and learned experience, which is
human nature. This guides us inward to know
one's; self. If we have not realized how
desperately human and totally separate we are, it
is hard to see the deep work of reconciliation
between the world and us. 

As a visionary, it is taking what is old and making
it new is part of my personality. It is part of the
reformer that God has intended me to be, and it is
hard to live without judgment, compare the past,
and hope for the future while recognizing the
reality that is painfully right before the eyes. So
the messiness of being reconciled to God looks
different than I ever imagined, and thanks to God,
it does look different. 

There are known means of grace that God has
worked through and continues to work
through, but God is the Holy Other that is
known and unknown.  

Sin paid in full. A way to look at reconciliation is
to have the protection and favor of God
because blood was exchanged for our guilt. Do
we understand what we need to be guilty
about? It is easy to say what others should be
guilty of. It is complicated when we look at our
guilt and more brutal to name. The same is true
for those inside and outside of the Church. The
highest calling is to love when faced with
choices not based on a feeling. Leave
comparisons alone. Leave judgment alone.
Leave envy alone. Be careful not to push back,
push back is a form of all the things we are
called to leave alone in reconciliation. God is
reconciling the world to Himself. It looks
different and holds other languages and
concepts than even collectively; we cannot
wrap our finite minds around it as the infinite
takes hold of us and shakes us a bit to create a
New Heaven and a new Earth. Perhaps
reconciliation and the means used to arrive at
reconciliation begin to look more like God's
grace, love, and mercy. 

PAUL
DAVID
TRIPP

Reconciliation

“The church is not a theological classroom.
It is a conversion, confession, repentance,

reconciliation, forgiveness and
sanctification center, where flawed people
place their faith in Christ, gather to know

and love him better, and learn to love
others as he designed.”
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POWER TOOLS 
CONTINUED

Powertools Cont' 
we were given choices, and sometimes they are
reasonable, gracious, loving, and kind, and other
times even though the intent was good loving,
and wise, we have harmed collectively because
that was how we believed. 

John was writing because of a dualistic belief, a
philosophy that was not a community as the
Jews and Christians began to form but rather an
understandable interpretation of complicated
belief systems that were widely spreading. The
imagery of various interpretations then is not
dissimilar to today, yet we have doctrine and
orthodoxy to point to and bring ideas to measure
for truth standards. One of the most prominent
thoughts was separating the spirit, the soul, from
the corruption in humanness. This belief was
called gnostics, meaning knowledge attempting
to explain corruption and reconcile this with a
good God. It was mystical in origin and absent
from the spirit and soul of God inwardly dwelling,
and they, too, believed that Jesus was from the
Supreme Being called Monad. 

When we think of gnostics, we contemplate the
material world vs. the spiritual world. In Christ
incarnate of God, His life, death, resurrection,
and ascension eliminate the separation of the
material and the spiritual world because all is
held in perfect tension, reconciling the physical
and spiritual world to God. Yet, this is our belief
and understanding not yet formed at the time of
the writing. 

So the "Power tool" of this following phrase is
brought to us by the one whom Jesus loved, the
caretaker of Jesus' mother.
1 John 5.14 This is the confidence we have in
approaching God: that if we ask anything
according to his will, he hears us.

John explains that whatever is born of God will
overcome the corruption in the world and that 

the world's physical and spiritual are good and
born of God. That the water that was shed from
Jesus' side spilled on the Earth to cleanse us—
connecting the imagery of this water with Jesus'
baptism. Joined with the water that baptizes us
into His birth, His death, His resurrection, and
through the gifting of the Holy Spirit, we are
born anew for Him in this corrupt world. Why
does this work? John answers that God has
testified about His Son in the flesh as good and
from God. The ask and the will are to testify
about the good of God in Christ, in the world, in
life, and the corruption reconciling all to
Himself. All the while allowing us to dance in the
Trinity. 

So, yes, Lord, give us our daily bread, the very
body of Christ that has bore all the errors of the
past, the errors of today, and the errors of the
future while we wrestle with our salvation in our
corrupt world. 

Mat. 6.11
Give us today our daily bread.
Our hope and strength are that Christ is
manifest in us. If we dwell in Him and His
goodness, all we see is the good of God. 
Remember that our power is not ours alone, it is
of God, and God will resurrect His Son when
God chooses to resurrect His Son. 

1 John 4.4 You, dear children, are from God and
have overcome them because the one in you is
greater than the one in the world. 5 They are
from the world and therefore speak from the
world's viewpoint, and the world listens to them.
Listen to the Son, do not worry about what the
world is saying, listen to the Son, 1 John 5.11 And
the testimony is this, that God has given us
eternal life, and this life is in the Son. The
greatest merciful miracle of all! 
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SAY WHAT?
TIMELINE 

 
 Say What? cont'

Peanut Gallery. This is a phrase that originated in
the late 19th Century. It describes the cheapest
seats in the Vaudeville theater, where blacks were
forced to sit.

Grandfathered/Grandfathered Clause.
Massachusetts Appeals court recognized the
racist connotations of this word and refused to
use it in the proceedings. The phrase referred to
laws adopted by some states that created barriers
for African or Black American Voters. 

Spaz. It comes from a term used to describe
cerebral palsy called spastic paralysis.

Gyp. The term gypsy was used to describe
Romani or Roma people who roam and cheat
people along the way. 

Hooligans. It describes Irish Immigrants struggling
to fit into London during the 19th Century. 

Fuzzy Wuzzy. Was it a Bear? Nope. In the 1800s,
Britsh Soldiers and Colonists referred to the curly-
haired black Africans as Fuzzy Wazzy in Papa
New Guinea and Sudan. 

NO.Can.Do. It came from making fun of the
Chinese Pidgin English with a racist, lesser-than
attitude toward the East. 

Basket Case. Describes those who lost all of their
limbs in World War I and carried their limbs in a
basket. 

Yes, more and more things have been said and
filtered through our Christian society and the
world to disgrace others and promote superiority.
Check the link out these two links: Offensive
Sayings and Offensive Words for more! One last
thought, the "rule of thumb" was to describe the
size of stick a man was allowed to use when
beating his wife. It could not be larger than his
thumb. 

Birth of Jesus 6AD-33AD

33 Pentecost
49 Council of Jerusalem
70 Temple Destruction
95 Book of Revelation
150 Justine Martyr
215-290 Formation of Christian
Education
325 1st Ecumenical Council-Nicene
Creed
397 Biblical Canon Formed and
Closed
Church and State in Constantinople
536

589 Filigue added to Nicene Creed
880 North and East Schism
1054 Great Schism

1204 Constantinople East
1095-1291 Crusades Rome
1455 Bible printing
1517 Reaffirmation Luther's Thesis

1529 Church of England formed
1794 Orthodox Christianity (eastern)
arrive in America
1729 Methodist Church formed
1845 Baptist
1960 Pentecostal
2005 20k different denominations
2005 1,972 yrs of Orthodox
Christianity (eastern)

Timeline of the Church

pre church development

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

https://bestlifeonline.com/offensive-sayings/
https://www.throughlinegroup.com/2021/03/02/21-offensive-words-you-should-avoid/
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TIMELINE IDEAS
 

continued
There are many ways to discover where we
are headed in the twenty-first century, and
you have heard me talk about the five-
hundred-year development of the Church
and that it goes through stages. The life cycle
of communities, the Church, and humanity
has many things in common. We all have
birth, adolescence, young adulthood, and
middle and late adulthood. If we take the life
of the Church, it has a birth narrative, a youth
where social connections are made and
identity is formed, solid social networks are
formed too, then stagnation where we get
stuck in who we are, and then introspection
occurs. It is where we wait for the next
generation to take its place, but most of the
time, we prefer to avoid where the next
generation leads. 

Let us look in general sweeping terms at the
birth of the Church as we know it, which
happened between 33 Ad. and 536 Ad. In
adolescence, the occurrence of divisions'
between Christian and secular rituals,
language and understanding, education and
formation, biblical books' acceptance into
the canon, and what rights the Church would
have within the State and how much political
influence. And the decisions of forced
religion or ecumenical processes took,
forced religion by the State occurred to
control the masses. Differences in
personalities interfered with language
interpretations that were only agreed upon
or clarified later. As these issues were settled,
trial and error occurred in the universal
Church, and mad discussions to reform the
Church created a creedal statement that
would codify the differences in belief and
understanding through reason-building
tradition. 

Now, as the Church moves from birth into
adolescents, getting Christianity correct
"orthodoxy" was born. As in adolescent
infallibility, invincibility became apparent as
many attempted to tame the ego of the
dominating leadership in religion by forcing
beliefs and conformity. In the name of God, wars
were fought, icons demolished, territories fought
for, ruined, and built upon, and yes, the loss of
life occurred. In the 1200s - 1500s, it is clear that
the Church was not happy with itself; more
divisions happened, orthodoxy appeared, and
printing became possible. Once again, the
Church was not satisfied with itself, and Martin
Luther and many others are known for the 95
theses. It was a community outcry for reform. 

The Church is a human entity governed by God
through His people; it still has an ego. 
Unfortunately, one denomination that gathered
people thought they were more evident on God's
topics than others, so the narrative unfolds. 

The Church has believed in its ego, or its
betterment, than others in denominational
systems and territorial areas that mark the next
500 years of denominational development. The
Gospel spread universally and brought good,
while many weeds formed inside and outside
denominational boundaries. 

All the time, the view of God became far-sighted
through the denomination lens of understanding
each is certain in knowing God. The universal
Church has thought, "we know God," and we
have all produced the same outcomes that have
not brought the marginalized in but cast many
more out than we have brought into safety and
comfort. 
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TIMELINE IDEAS
 

continued
One example of politically popular is
confusion over who has control over a
woman's body and who does not. Climate
Change remains a topic. Violence is
worrisome in our schools and many
neighborhoods. Unemployment and
Worldwide Hunger is a things with rising
costs everywhere.

Our Church, Universal Church that is has
formed the society in which we live with
divisiveness and participation in racial and
economic differences. We the Church are
unhappy with ourselves once again, and so
are many of the people around us. 

This is not to have a bleak outlook, it is meant
to awaken our souls and concern. The
number one issue moving forward in the 21st
century is the rate of increase in poverty,
second the reduction of emissions and
climate change, and third food insecurity. So
where do we find the Church in these topics,
and in a politically hostile territory that
surrounds us all? We are not in this alone,
nor does the weight of this rest on us as a
denomination. It is a universal church
dilemma.

And, if, we do not argue about our identity
and attempt to support our egos because we
think we have it right, we will disappear or be
condemned for our sins and fall out of favor
with God. Two things are super important to
remember, the weight of sin for all time and
all humanity was taken upon the body of
God.  His incarnation was born in Jesus
Christ as a human who died for sin and
marked us as forgiven in Him forever. Sin
was and is taken care of in Christ if we
submit, surrender, become obedient and 

reconcile ourselves to God in Christ. How, by
faith, may our faith increase gently before God
and others. As a nation, we are faced with being
the greatest and wealthiest and are primarily
ruled by the powerful peoples, whom we refuse
to see as oligarchies. 

As I write this,  I would like to know if I am saying
too much, and you can choose to agree or
disagree. Whether we like it or not, we are
forced to engage or be passive. Are we willing to
be part of the good for God and the change that
promotes the wellness of the human race,
whether we understand or agree? Or are we so
confident that we are correct that we will fall
away, do nothing, or silently watch the next
generation blaze a trail that they have no
direction to without God?

So here we are, not individually but collectively
and universally. When we stop focusing on
individuality that is ingrained in our American
culture and not part of a biblical culture, we see
that as a Universal Church Community, we are
better at being divisive than we are democratic. 

The proof is in what we, as communities,
collectively, have produced. How do we care for
others like family? How do we remember that
Jesus came for the Jews, went to the gentiles, and
called them family? How can we treat those on
our campus as a family? How do we protect the
family? How do we enrich the lives of families?
What are the local needs of families? If we as a
Church are not willing to create together with
the help of God, the family of God, then what are
we? Are we ready to say we bear the name of
Christ and turn away from our Earth? Are we
willing to accept the name of Christ and not be
utterly involved in feeding the marginalized?
Then who have we become? What one thing
can we work on together? 
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NAOMI'S POETRY
 

The season to be thankful is one that is short-lived
Candy and costumes merge into snowballs and gifts

The leaves fall faster and the days grow shorter
And every year we feel older and older

The ache in our joints, the crick in our neck
The young ones around us should show more respect

 
But the season to be thankful is one that grows close
So we should stop and wonder and think, I suppose

How many from then are still here today?
And how many more shall we meet along the way?
Each of them touched us, in a moment so fleeting

But would you remember them past their greeting?
 

Yet the season to be thankful reminds us to pause
Before we hear the stories of ole Santa Claus

We cook and we clean and gather loved ones around
We judge one bird based solely on pound
Sit, stand, run, sleep, such a busy midweek

And each family's tradition can be so unique
 

And the season to be thankful takes just one blink
If you miss it, I'm sorry, but there's more I think

For this season is short on the calendar, yes
But all year round I know I am blessed
My family, friends, neighbors, and you

I'm thankful all year, and I know it's true
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A HEARTFELT
THANK YOU!

Your are family!
Your commitment and devotion to one
another are gifts beyond measure. How you
love and support one another is
commendable, the world can be such a
lonely place. The ways you greet one
another, call one another, send cards to one
another, and are determined to stay
connected any way you can is a gift of God.
You are special people, and Hillcrest is a
special place. 

If I had one prayer to offer all of you, you
could recognize your gifts and abilities and
celebrate them with others. As I pray for you,
my heart aches for the journies and struggles
that everyone has, but you are not alone,
and without a doubt, God is with you and this
community.  

We have traveled through trial and error,
sickness and health, laughter and tears, and
we would and will do it all over again.
Because this is life and love in community,
the Community of God that He has created a
heart in you that He cherishes, but I do too! 

So from the bottom of my chilly toes to the
top of my messy hair, I want to say thank
you. Thank you for allowing me to be your
pastor and for being Christ to me when I
cannot see clearly. Thank you for
appreciating me and the things I try to do,
whether they are accomplished or not.
Thank you for praying for my family and
me. Thank you so much for your generous
appreciation gifts, flowers, candy, cards,
cake, and a very generous monetary gift.
Thank you! THE END!


