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“The Bible tells us to love our neighbors, and also to love our enemies; probably because they are generally 
the same people. ~ Gilbert K. Chesterton 

Moral Law 
by Moral 
Law Giver

Two things awe me the most, the 
starry sky above me and the moral law 

within me. ~Immanuel Kant

Campus Information

Three things are necessary for the 
salvation of man: to know what he 
ought to believe; to know what we 

ought to desire; and to know what we 
ought to do. ~Thomas Aquinas 

Matthew 4.4; 5.6; 6.33

Poetry Piece



Moral Law came from a Moral Lawgiver

Moral Law, the natural moral law, states that good can be known and, 
therefore, serves as the basis of human choice, and good can be 
understood. Embed in the human consciousness is the ability to see 
beyond circumstances toward a fair and just world and develop into a 
community of human excellence. The movement toward personal 
excellence or sanctification cannot rest on an individual but on the 
collectiveness of the community. There continue to be two ways of 
defining good: one, it is seen in a common goal, and two, it is a good 
that can be seen through natural moral law. Before we continue, so 
that we are all in the same understanding concerning Natural Moral 
Law, let us operate from a standard definition. Natural Moral Law is 
that divine laws are revealed in physical, biological, and behavioral 
laws of nature and can be understood by human reason.

This short article written here will hopefully assist us in thinking about 
good, shared good, the good revealed by God in Christ, and that 
good is the known reason for the natural moral law. “Studying the 
natural moral law after modernity requires exposing uncritically held 
assumptions that give fuel to the fire of skeptics (those who claim we 
cannot know), but also making progress toward a replacement that 
answers the challenge of the age pg.3.” An unjust law is no law at all. 
We hold Hope for a just and fair world where we do not harm; Hope is 
making progress toward understanding.



Moral Law
According to Wendall Holmes, the path to deciding what is good or 
law is in the path of perdition. William James and C. S. Peirce say, 
"truth is what works." Yet, in the modern mind, the concept of what 
will happen in the afterlife is irrelevant, so why abstain? And when the 
"perfect good" is attached to the next world, good and being good 
become irrelevant too. The modern mind thinks of the good in the life 
before them.

It is not noncognitivism that does not have a view of the good, "it 
believes that fulfilling the desire is good." Noncognitivism is thought of 
as a lack of consciousness and self-awareness. Noncognitivism is an 
unexamined life that lives towards an end without any awareness. It 
profoundly affects a person's life and those around them in negative 
ways. They claim to be intellectual but are not part of seeking 
knowledge.

In 1963, Edmund Gettier said, "is justified true belief knowledge," and 
in his famous statement, many have debated. Based on memory and 
experience or the testimony of another person. The recall of 
memories, experiences and even testimonies can be mistaken. So to 
be true or good, it must have contained metaphysics, a branch of 
philosophy, and moral absolutes. Another way humanity has 
attempted to define and understand the good or the truth is through 
emotivism, the expression of the speaker's or writer's feelings. The 
trouble is that we can change our emotions and the context where 
emotions can be understood and experienced: thus, how we feel 
cannot point to the absolute good or truth.



Moral Law

Through emotions, “good” remains good on the outside of us while 
we grapple with seeing beyond our emotional and visual limitations. 
In the quest for Good and True, the opposite of what we think is evil, 
that which does harm to the good, can and is only understood 
through intellectual pursuits, and many choose to believe what they 
believe, and this is called anti-intellectualism. 

Moral Law, natural moral law, decides the good, the true, and the evil 
can be subject to influences that distract or do harm to the human 
family. It is far harder to understand the processes of distraction and 
then hold to the purity of a good, which is God. Our shared goal is to 
discover good and to see God as the creator of good. By knowledge, 
scientific, philosophical, logical understanding, and the Church and its 
Christians should not impose morality on the law when genetics are 
involved, for what God has created, He has called it good; this is 
timeless and not subject to our ability or lack of ability to articulate 
well. If the good is found in Natural Moral Law, then we cannot rewrite 
the law with our assumed morality using other modes based on 
believing God is a supreme being. Formation of law is a tool for 
teaching, protecting, living safely, and when it harms others, we need 
to re-examine such law. So that in the community, we cannot harm, 
but we do.



Moral Law
Perhaps, this could have been called "food for thought"; it does not 
answer our moral questions; it opens our minds and deepens our 
thoughts to move through topics that are contrary to our belief 
systems. Socrates states that a good soul is a good superintendent, 
and an evil soul is a corrupt superintendent. Soul, in Koine Greek, is 
psyche, meaning mind: together, we will search for the good of God. 
And in the space and decision of good, our hope is to point towards 
an absolute that is pure and loving. Perhaps our quest can and will be 
about the purity of the mind, the clean heart, and the soul that 
chooses good beyond humanity's physical limitations or abilities.  

If you'd like to read: The Natural Moral Law: The Good After 
Modernity by Owen Anderson, please join me. 

It may be true that the law cannot make a man love me, but it can 
keep him from lynching me, and I think that’s pretty important. 

~ Martin Luther King, Jr.



My Darkest Days
I have come to face my darkest days, and I know not where to 
stand.
One path leads towards greatness, with me being led by Your 
hand.
Yet it is rocky, treacherous, one wrong step and I am doomed to 
fall.
However, the other path is solid, no twists and turns in sight.
This path I have usually taken, this path I wish to fight.
With God by my side, perhaps I can get my back off the wall.

But which is which? It is so hard to tell.
Is this the Stairway to Heaven? Or the Highway to Hell?

At the start, they really look the same.
But no more easy road for me! I only have myself to blame.

With God by my side, perhaps I can change.
Then maybe this life won’t seem so strange.

The tough path is the right one.
For the only way is through the Son.

I have come to face my darkest days, a choice over which I 
usually fret.

I must choose between greatness and solidity, a decision I will 
never forget.

But it’s not really a choice, so long as I follow Your lead.
The sun sets, and a path becomes clear.

Already I feel the lack of fear.
I step forward, my path chosen, knowing that You fulfill my every 

need.

a poem by Naomi Evans

This poem was created as a response poem to Robert Frost’s The Road Not Taken

Photo by ÉMILE SÉGUIN ✳✳✳ on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@emileseguin?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/simple-two-roads-diverged?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Campus Information
There is a great deal changing and 
renewed on the campus of Hillcrest. This 
year, 2022, HCCM Hillcrest Childcare 
Ministry received a grant from the State of 
Indiana. This grant has helped the 
development of the childcare ministry and 
the facility's renewal. 

Classrooms and two new baby rooms 
have been developed. The gymnasium 
has received a fresh coat of paint and 
flooring. It is a fresh and easy-to-clean 
space! Restrooms are next! 

The Church that you have known and 
loved for such a long time is being 
renewed thanks to the Trustees' tireless 
work and oversight, as well as the 
dedication and determination of Lori 
Loucks. Thank you so much for loving 
Hillcrest and its people. Part of our 
ministry and family at Hillcrest is the 
ministry of HCCM. There are 24+ 
teachers and substitute teachers that 
grace our facility daily. There are 120-150 
children enrolled, at least 12 babies, and 
a waiting list goes into 2023. Wow, this is 
amazing!  

Part of being a Church is Hospitality and 
Fellowship, also creating warm and 
inviting spaces that promote spiritual 
health and growth on site Monday 
through Friday. We have, on several 
occasions with a slightly different 
understanding, called HCCM, the ministry 
of the Church, but we are not as involved 
as we are called to be.

We want and believe in the excellent 
work here on the campus of Hillcrest. We 
desire a better society 

full of justice and mercy as we grow in 
love and support for one another.

So what can we do? We can live into our 
hope and mission. How do we exactly do 
that? As other areas of the Church are 
receiving makeovers, we can and will be 
looking into getting new paint in the 
sanctuary and the narthex. 

With so many kiddos on the waitlist, we 
need all the space we can for the 
ministry, so some of the Hebrew Cafe will 
become classrooms.

The narthex is the only comfortable space 
for teachers to eat lunch or relax before 
tackling the next portion of the day. The 
area is becoming overused and outlived 
its practical use. It is time to create a new 
inviting space!

Many of us get super used to our favorite 
chairs that have grown on us for years, 
even if we did not like them. Our favorite 
red sofa is worn and wearing very thin in 
space. Please feel free to take pictures 
before and after so you can hang on to 
what you learned to love while learning to 
love a new room too!

Lorraine W., Tracy D, and Tracy 
Rose-Love, our Pastor, are in the design 
phase, and Bob W., a Trustee, is coming 
beside us to keep us from getting carried 
away! If you have questions, don't 
hesitate to contact us! 

Our space will slowly transform into a 
bistro coffee house that is teacher and 
kiddo friendly. The welcome center will be 
a coffee bar, and a small round table will 
also fill the room with comfy chairs!



Hot Topics

Hebrew Cafe 

Our beautiful campus that is loved by so 
many is growing! Over half of the 
Hebrew Cafe is being used to educate 
children Monday through Friday. You 
provide a safe space for children and 
teachers with quality education and 
child-centered activities. Even though 
you may feel your area is shrinking, we 
are expanding! It is good to need more 
space for families. 

As mentioned in campus information, so 
of the changes being made. Soon and 
very soon, we will be rearranging the 
narthex area. Two pews will be moved 
from the sanctuary to provide seating in 
the Narthex. The beautiful round 
wooden UM table in the Narthex will be 
moved to the back of the sanctuary with 
children's supplies and family seating. 
We need to say goodbye to the 
well-loved and worn red sofas. Some of 
the tables in the Hebrew Cafe will be 
brought into the Narthex. Slowly the 
area will be redecorated and become a 
welcoming and user-friendly space for 
everyone. 

We hope to be supportive of those on 
the campus Monday through Friday with 
a greater sense of hospitality and a 
means for fellowship. If you would like to 
be involved in planning, helping, or 
would like questions answered. Don't 
hesitate to get in touch with Lorraine, 
Tracy D.or Pastor Tracy!

Food Pantry

We have some tremendous built-in 
cabinetry. In the narthex, we have 
pantry-size cabinets with several shorter, 
doored cabinets. There is a need for food 
in the Elkhart area. Bins also line the hall 
that heads toward the daycare/preschool. 

The cabinet space has been underutilized 
for several years and becoming a 
collection of unused items; oh boy, do I 
have the same rooms at home; no 
judgment, imagine these areas used for so 
much more. 

How about using the bins for potatoes, 
onions, rice, flour, sugar, and bread? 
Imagine the pantry-sized cabinets used for 
canned goods, fruits, vegetables, and 
meats. Now think of the shelves between 
the pantry-sized cabinets, and think of 
breakfast foods, cereals, crackers, and so 
much more! 

Now please pray about helping Pastor 
Tracy with this project. We will be working 
with food distributors and the food bank to 
have little to no cost. We hope to have an 
appointment-only food pantry due to 
campus regulations on Thursday 
afternoons, perhaps from 1-4, to begin. It 
would also be available to parents and 
teachers regularly. Please share your 
thoughts!  



happy birthday!
and 

Happy Anniversary!

September Birthdays
Janice Dean 9/4

Cindy Heim 9/6

Gavin Franks 9/9

Carol Pilmore 9/10

Cathy Bloss 9/11

Pastor Tracy Rose-Love 9/14

Kevin Gerring 9/14

Patty Moore 9/17

Stan McSorley 9/19

Dave Teeter 9/20

Sharon Teeter 9/20

Karen Goulker 9/26

Laugh Together!

Me and you are friends

you smile, I smile

you hurt, I hurt

you cry, I cry

You jump off a bridge

I am gonna miss you!

September Anniversaries 
Karen and Ron Goulker 9/5

Jaime and Ronn Foster 9/9

Frank and Dana Johnston 9/17

Stan and Sharon McSorley 9/17

Chris and Kate Ferro 9/27

"To keep your marriage brimming, with love in 

the loving cup, whenever you're wrong, admit it; 

whenever you're right, shut up." 

~Ogden Nash, American poet



News 

Mission of the Month: Church World Services
CROP WALK There are 4,815 people that have already sign-up for the Crop Hunger Walk. 
Click above to find out more and sign-up!

Primetimers:

3rd Thursdays at Noon
September 15, 2022 SIGN-UP in the Narthex

Alright let's see what you can do by showing up at Primetimers we are missing YOU!

September is going to be a special month.  Jerry is making pancakes for lunch, and you can bring 
your favorite topping to share.  This will be so much fun.  We will be laughing and sharing with our friends and 
church family.  Do you have a friend who doesn't have a church family?  Bring her or him to Primetimers to 
share the love of a church family.   We need this in today's world.  So come and share with us.  Oh yes and the 
family has given me a challenge so come and find out what my challenge is.  Winter may be long and cold so 
let's share the good times now, so we have those memories in the long winter.  Are you ready?  Jayne Baker 
will be contacting you to sign up and come.
Let's get moving and have some fun.  All you need is $2 and a topping to share.  There will be pancake and 
sausage furnished.  We are counting on you.  God Bless Jane Hershberger

L.I.F.T. Ladies in Fellowship Together
On the 1st Tuesday of each month: 9 a.m.
Next on October 4, 2022. Please join the ladies for a fun fellowship breakfast at 
Perkin’s! 

Hold Gloria in prayer, we will miss her while she recovers. 

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2022


News 
The MAT Makers
The Mat Makers create sleeping mats for the homeless out of plastic 
grocery bags. 

Martha Sims—simsville3537@comcast.net 
Mary Herschberger—lmhersch@yahoo.com
Bev Slaughter—bjslgs@comcast.net

MAT MAKERS

While  continuing  to  work  on  a  sleeping  mat  for  a  homeless  
person  in  Elkhart  County,  Mat  Makers  now  are  also  crocheting  
sitting mats for children served by Hillcrest’s Child Care Ministry.  

The mat project has helped to keep large sections of thousands  
of used plastic grocery bags out of the landfill over the last four  
plus years.

We’re receiving plenty of used bags each month.  Please do not  
bring us stacks of new bags.  New bags are not necessary, and  
we shouldn't add to the operating costs of retailers.  (Just make  
sure the used bags aren't sticky or gooey.)

There  is  one  area  in  which  we  could  use  more  help  -  the  initial  
trimming  and  flattening  of  clean  used  bags.    Using  sharp  
scissors, just snip off the handles at the top and the seam at the  
bottom  of  each  bag.    Then  shake  the  bags  to  flatten  them  and  
stack neatly together.

Leave your stacks of flattened bags in the storage room next to  
the  kitchen  at  Hillcrest.    The  next  worker  will  pick  them  up  and  
cut them into 2-1/2" strips for the crocheters.

Want us to show you how it’s done?  Call Martha or Bev.



News 
Email and Correspondence

Please feel free to contact:
hillcrestchurch1957@gmail.com or Pastor Tracy 
tracy.roselove@inumc.org
Please feel free to contact the pastor directly 574-904-3243. 

Combo Night!  - The 1st and 3rd Wednesday’s 4-7 pm
Combo Nights at Walker Park include, a walk in the park, a short 
bible study, and a game or two! Please join us. 

Coming this fall! 

Better Together - The 2nd and 4th Monday’s 3-4 pm
On Brentwood Campus, September 12 & 26 Monday from 3-4! Short 
devotion is offered, a time of sharing, a treat to share, and then 
ending in with a prayer. 

Stroll in the Park - Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9am Come join us 
for a walk at “Walker Park” on Tuesday and Thursday mornings at 9 
am. 

Ruthmere Tea the sign-up sheet is in the narthex, please sign-up 
so that reservations can be made. The date we will be attending is 
September 20th at 2 pm and the cost is $12.00. 

More Details Coming Soon

Fall Festival - October 15th 2-5

Milford’s Food Bank - Fundraiser  November 5th 
Distribution Day November 12th 6:45 - 11:00 open to the public at 
9am.

mailto:hillcrestchurch1957@gmail.com
mailto:tracy.roselove@inumc.org


Who’s who?
STAFF  

Pastor Tracy Rose-Love 
Call anytime
tracy.roselove@inumc.org 
574-904-3243 

Administrative Assistant
Naomi Evans
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
574-264-3240
hillcrestchurch1957@gmail.com 

Hillcrest Community Childcare 
Ministry: 
Lori Loucks, Director 
574-266-7427 
hccmdir@gmail.com 

Finance Chair: 
Open position with Antonio 
Purciarele 
Ministry Council Chair: 
Diane Lewandowski 
Staff Parish Chair: 
Marilynn Anson
Trustee Chair: 
Gari Lewandowski 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE  
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. HeBrew Café 
10:45 a.m. Quiet Conversations
12:00 p.m. El Refugio Church 
01:00 p.m. Brentwood Service

Readers:
September 4      
James Love
Jeremiah 18.1-11; 
Philemon 1.1-21

September 11 
Lorraine Whitmer 
Jeremiah 4.11-12, 22-28; 
1 Timothy 1.12-27

September 18
Diane lewandowski
Jeremiah 8.18-9.1
1 Timothy 2.1-7

September 25
Mary Hershberger
lamentations 1.1-6; 3.19-26
2 Timothy 1.1-14

Communion 
Stewards:
September 4: Cathy Bloss & 
Maria Purciarele

October 2: Mary Hershberger & 
Marilynn Anson

Community
meetings: 
~Trustees 9.12.2022 7-8:30 p.m.

~Ministry Council 9.19.2022 
5-7 p.m.


