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October| 2022  | What does the 21st Century look like?  |  Am I an Antagonist in Church? 

“I want to be so full of Christ Jesus that if a mosquito bites me it flies away singing 
there is Power in the Blood” Author unknown. 

What does a 
21st Century 
Church look 

like? 
“The golden rule for the Sabbath is cease 
from what is necessary and to embrace 

what gives life.”
― Ken Shigematsu, God in My 

Everything: How an Ancient Rhythm Helps 
Busy People Enjoy God

Am I an Antagonist 
in Church? 

“Loving someone can be hard at times. 
You risk a lot when you love - your heart 
and soul, at the least. Love is the most 

important and most rewarding investment 
you can make in another person.”

― J.E.B. Spredemann, A Secret of the 
Heart

Poetry Piece



What does a 21st Century Church look like? 

“Hospitality is a prized virtue of monastic communities. Benedict's rule 
says: 'All guests who present themselves are to be welcomed as 
Christ, for he himself will say, "I was a stranger and you welcomed 
me."' Brother Alphonsus served as a doorkeeper in the seventeenth 
century at a Jesuit college in Majorca, Spain. Each time someone 
knocked at the door he would reply, 'I am coming, Lord!' This practice 
reminded him to treat each person with as much respect as if it were 
Jesus himself at the door.”

― Ken Shigematsu, God in My Everything: How an Ancient Rhythm 
Helps Busy People Enjoy God

Upon reading an article that was posted in the huffpost.com, many 
points rang true. Several years ago in 2012 or 2013, I was thinking of 
a new song that hit the mainstream charts and was a song that 
pointed fingers at the Church, the Universal Church. The song is 
called “take Me to Church” by Hozier and began the article that was 
written in 2015 and updated in 2017. The title of this article is called 
21st Century Church: New Absolutes the Church Must Embrace or 
Die (Part 1). Yes, this is a link to the full article for your reading 
pleasure. 

I will attempt to summarize the article in this Newsletter here; why you 
may ask? Two points really; one, it speaks of the relevant topics of 
today, and two, it speaks of the “absolutes the Church has clung to 
while disqualifying others because we do not see the inward or 
outward transformation. So, first let's read the lyrics that our pre-teens 

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/21st-century-church-new-a_b_6827020
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/21st-century-church-new-a_b_6827020


21st Century Church
and teens listened to on the radio. I cannot say that the lyrics are not true. And I cannot 
say they are absolutely true. What I can say is that generations have left the building and 
it is a Universal Church issue, and those that are surviving and growing are adapting. 
Adaptation does not come without struggle, it is about compromise while hanging on to 
our belief, our integrity, and authenticity. The Universal Church has struggle with each of 
these, and we are struggling now. 

"If the heavens ever did speak

She's the last true mouthpiece

Every Sunday's getting more bleak

A fresh poison each week"

“Take me to church

I'll worship like a dog at the shrine of your lies

I'll tell you my sins and you can sharpen your knife

Offer me that deathless death

Good God, let me give you my life”

There are more lyrics to this song, but this is enough to see the point. Here are the list 
of attributes that have been passed down through generations, that we have adopted 
as the absolutes of God. Not only have the words of this song hurt relationships, 
pointed out poisons, but drawn our attention to the sin of judgement, ridicule, and 
missed seeing that even the people we say are unworthy long to give Christ their life. 

 



21st Century Church
Someone or something must be to blame, so blame those who do not act, think or believe 
like we do, why not they are not here. Or those who have left the church are to blame for 
leaving, as if they are wrong and we are right. That somehow the faith of others that are 
not like us is faulty. 

Blindness

Jesus was never upset about sinners; he was only 

ever only upset with people 

who thought they were not singers.” 

~ Richard Rohr

The point is that there is no one outside of the Church to blame, the fault rests within the 
teachers and the people who have adopted absolutes, rather than grace, and mercy. I 
wonder what the fear is when we adapt a new understanding of God. Yes, sometimes it 
involves the discover that we are wrong or were wrong, but through mercy and grace we 
are still brought into the loving reach of Christ. Is it not better to know we have been 
wrong and stop injuring ourselves or others, “perfect love casts out all fears” (1 John 
4.18).

Before we go further, please read the article in the link above, so that what I am saying or 
referring to is made clearer. In this article there is one type of church that is surviving, a 
“City Church!” So what is the difference between us and them? What are the similarities? 
They believe in different attributes than the traditional attributes some of our churches 
cling to to keep others out of living into their full potential in God through Christ. 

“Their basis for belief is the need for union within themselves, union with God, and union 
with others. That there is an innate goodness in all people. We are a “hospital” for sinners, 
rather than a gathering of the saints or elite. All people are created equal, even if 
preferences are different. They welcome and include everyone without hesitation. The 
bible is a guide, rather than a rule book. God is bigger than, “our way to God. They seek 
justice for all people (do no harm) and work to better our planet.” The goal is not about 
getting to HEAVEN or being condemned to HELL, we live there now and eternity will be 
as we have lived. 



Be Free
Shake off the dust, clear the 
cobwebs
The pain is still there, but so is the 
joy
You need to resurface, show them 
you live
But make it believable, this isn’t 
some ploy

You’re here for good, you will 
survive
Even in sadness, you still have time
Suck it up, buttercup, make it a rush
You matter more, not those nickels 
and dimes

a poem by Naomi Evans

Photo by Mohamed Nohassi on Unsplash

Depression is real, it has taken 
control

But know this now, you are not 
alone

It affects me too, anxiety as well
Yet we are alive, we are not 

stone

So rise up and fight, the time is 
now

Don’t let it consume you, put it 
out

I know it’s hard, it’s never easy
But you and I? We know what 

this is about

The pain will linger, it might 
never leave

You don’t have to bury it, you 
just need to be free

Find a way past this, take as 
long as you need

I’ll always be waiting for you, just 
wait and see

https://unsplash.com/@coopery?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/free?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Am I an Antagonist in the church? 
The soul should always stand ajar, ready 
to welcome the ecstatic experience. ~ 
Emily Dickinson.

The soul, the mind, the eternal 
consciousness of God working in this 
world to bring about Heaven on Earth, 
Why are so many in a living HELL? 
Answer this and we could solve the 
world's problems together. The question 
from the title of this article leads us all of 
us to introspection, or at least it does for 
me. So I must ask, is my behavior 
disruptive to others? When I complain is 
it in offering a solution or am I just stating 
my opinion with no intention to resolve 
anything, but place blame. Am I looking 
for things that are not correct, just so I 
can have a say about them? With what 
we have are my demands insatiable? 
Are my concerns minimal in the larger 
picture, or am I fabricating them? Am I 
complaining without becoming personally 
involved with personal risk or sacrifice it 
takes to build? Is it about me, my selfish 
demands? 

So, how do we prevent this? We 
establish policies, we have open 
conversations with feedback, there are 
job descriptions even for volunteers, 
Even if it is not our job or our 
responsibility we take care of things, 
many of you are good at that! How can 
we discipline ourselves to become 
committed to growing again? If you are 
not aware of plans then set a time to 
take, read the newsletter, call the office, 
or Pastor’s cell phone. We are united 
when we see growth, but we are not 
willing to engage in changing for other 
new growth to begin! Or are we? 

Have you ever felt as if you could not 
please someone? They are never ever 
happy with anything that anyone is doing 
and they go from person to person telling 
their tail, trying to gain sides or 
momentum.

Unfortunately, we all are human and have 
a bit of antagonist in us, while I write this I 
know well my areas of down fall. It is a 
spiritual matter: therefore, it needs to 
become a discipline now that I have 
recognized it. Realizing that I am a 
creature of habit, and sometimes our 
well-meaning habits hurt others. 

It is very hard to break a habit, it takes six 
weeks to begin the process of responding 
differently, before our responses become 
new, our mindset about them must 
change. Many people revert back to old 
patterns because it is hard to change the 
mind, prayer and perseverance renews 
our path. Can we move from coping with 
an outcome that is not desirable rather 
than counting the weeks to get past 
repeating harmful behaviors as we submit 
to God in prayer? 

You can safely assume that you've

created God in your own image

when it turns out that God hates

all the same people you do.

- Anne Lamott



Hot Topics

The Clear’ Family Singers

The Clear Family Singers concert on 
October 9th, 2022 at 6:30 pm will cover 
many genres of music, including musical 
theatre, spirituals, jazz, folk music, 
inspirational, worship and sacred.

The Clear Family Singers is a family 
musical group. They love to sing 
together for the Glory of God, and love 
to share their gifts with anyone who 
wants to listen. Through music, they 
share messages of hope, praise, 
inspiration, compassion and love with 
their audiences.We hope everyone can 
join us! 

Connecting with the Conference

Marti Lundy District Superintendent

marti.lundy@inumc.org

Phone Number: 317.924.1321

Bishop Tremble can be reached at the 
same number, 317.924.1321

Join us for 
Fall Festival

All are Welcome here!
Games ~ Storytelling

Hamburgers ~ Hot Dogs 

Face Painting and More!

$5.00 Peanut Fundraiser!

Saturday, October 15th, 2022

2 - 5 pm

Fun filled day for everyone! 

Hillcrest UMC Campus

4206 East Bristol Street

Elkhart, Indiana 46514

574-264-3240

mailto:marti.lundy@inumc.org


happy birthday!
and 

Happy Anniversary!

October Birthdays
Nathan Foster 1st - Makayla Rose 10th

Bav Talkington 3rd - Ken Bartell 13th

Larry Slaughter 6th - Pati Campbell 14th

Lorraine Whitmer 6th - Jim Heim 21st

Arthur Kentgen 24th

Birth Witness

By Ophelia Zepeda, from Where Clouds 
are Formed, University of Arizona Press, 

2008

My mother gave birth to me

in an old wooden row house

in the cotton fields.

She remembers it was windy.

Around one in the afternoon.

The tin roof rattled, a piece uplifted

from the wooden frame, quivered and 
flapped

as she gave birth.

She knew it was March.

A windy afternoon in the cotton fields of 
Arizona.

She also used to say I was baptized 
standing up.

“It doesn’t count,” the woman behind the 
glass window tells me,

“if you were not baptized the same year you 
were born

the baptismal certificate cannot be used to 
verify your birth.”

“You need affidavits,” she said.

“Your older siblings, you have some don’t 
you?

They have to be old enough to have a 
memory

of your birth.

Can they vouch for you?”

Who was there to witness my birth?

Who was there with my mother?

Was it my big sister?

Would my mother have let a teenager watch 
her giving birth?

Was it my father?

I can imagine my father assisting her with 
her babies.

My aunts?

Who was there when I breathed my first 
breath?



happy birthday!
and 

Happy Anniversary!
It is useful for singing songs that pull down 

the clouds.

It is useful for calling rain.

It is useful for speeches and incantations

that pull sickness from the minds and 
bodies of believers. 

It is a language too civil for writing.

It is too civil for writing minor things like my 
birth.

This is what I really want to tell her.

But I don’t.

Instead I take the forms she hands me.

I begin to account for myself.

“For some people to apologize my be 
enough, but not to me, just apologizing is 

not enough until they really change.”
~Titon Rahmawn

Luke 6.37
“Do not judge, and you will not be 

judged. Do not condemn, and you will 
not be condemned. Forgive, and you will 

be forgiven. 

STORY ABOUT HAPPY MARRIED LIFE

Two families lived nearby. One family had 
constant quarrels and the other one lived 
quietly and friendly.

One day, feeling jealous about nice atmosphere 
flourished in the neighbouring family, wife told 
her husband:

– Go to the neighbours and look what they are 
doing for such well-being.

The husband came, hid and started watching. 
He saw a woman who was wiping the floor in 
the room. Suddenly something distracted her, 
and she ran to the kitchen. At that time her 
husband rushed into the room. He did not 
notice the bucket of water, occasionally kicked 
it, so the water overflowed.

Then his wife came back from the kitchen and 
said him:

– I’m sorry, honey, it’s my fault because I did 
not remove the bucket from the pass.

– No, I ‘m sorry, honey, it’s my fault, because I 
did not notice it.

The man returned home, where the wife asked 
him:

– Did you understand the reason of their 
well-being?

– I guess that I did. You see, we always seek to 
be right, while each of them takes the blame on 
himself.



News 
Mission of the Month: Maria Purciarele dmturtle2@aol.com
Operation Overseas through Indian Patriot Guard (click link for more information) is 
able to send care packages to those serving in the military. “each care package that 
is sent costs approximately $53.00 and it contains 50lbs of goodies! The packages 
are sent to one individual and then it is shared with the troops that are deployed. 
Please continue to be faithful in supporting our troops! 

Primetimers:
Hello! It is always a blessing to be with you and listen to the stories you share and 
the yummy foods that you prepare! Last year we were able to support our teachers 
once a month with a meal, and this time they would like to give back in appreciation 
to YOU! Come one, come all! It will truly be a feast and fellowship! 
3rd Thursdays at Noon
October 20, 2022 SIGN-UP in the Narthex, please sign-up! 

L.I.F.T. Ladies in Fellowship Together
On the 1st Tuesday of each month: 9 a.m.
Next on November 1, 2022. Please join the ladies for a fun fellowship breakfast at 
Perkin’s! 
Hold Gloria in prayer, we will miss her while she recovers. 

https://inpatriotguard.org/


News 
The MAT Makers
The Mat Makers create sleeping mats for the homeless out of plastic grocery bags. 

The MAT Makers

Hillcrest’s Mat Makers has now made 65 sleeping mats for 
homeless persons out of circular strips cut from used plastic 
grocery bags.  This mat project has helped to keep large parts of 
thousands of used plastic grocery bags out of the landfill over 
the last four or five years.

Mat Makers also crochets sitting mats for children served by 
Hillcrest’s Child Care Ministry.  

We receive plenty of used bags each month.  Please do not bring 
us stacks of new bags.  New bags are not necessary, and we 
shouldn't add to the operating costs of retailers.  (Just make sure 
the used bags aren't sticky or gooey.)

In addition to donating used bags, if you’d like to help with the 
initial trimming and flattening of clean used bags, just snip off 
the handles at the top and the seam at the bottom of each bag.  
Then shake the bags to flatten them completely and stack neatly 
together.

If you’re one of the workers who cuts the bags into 2-1/2" strips, 
please flatten them completely before cutting.  If you leave the 
folds at the left and right edges of the bags, you’ll get jagged 
edges on the circular strips.   

Want us to show you how it’s done?  Ask Martha Sims, 
simsville3537@comcast.net    or  Bev Slaughter,  bjslgs@comcast.net.

mailto:simsville3537@comcast.net


News 
Email and Correspondence

Please feel free to contact:
hillcrestchurch1957@gmail.com or Pastor Tracy 
tracy.roselove@inumc.org
Please feel free to contact the pastor directly 574-904-3243. 

Coming this fall! 

More Details Coming Soon

Milford’s Food Bank - Fundraiser  November 5th 
Distribution Day November 12th 6:45 - 11:00 open to the public at 
9am.

“Sing, like no one is listening!
Love, like you’ve never been hurt,

Dance, like nobody’s watching, and
live, like it is Heaven on Earth!”

~ various Authors

mailto:hillcrestchurch1957@gmail.com
mailto:tracy.roselove@inumc.org


Who’s who?
STAFF  

Pastor Tracy Rose-Love 
Call anytime
tracy.roselove@inumc.org 
574-904-3243 
Administrative Assistant
Naomi Evans
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
574-264-3240
hillcrestchurch1957@gmail.com 

Hillcrest Community Childcare 
Ministry: 
Lori Loucks, Director 
574-266-7427 
hccmdir@gmail.com 

Finance Chair: 
Open position with Antonio 
Purciarele 
Ministry Council Chair: 
Diane Lewandowski 
Staff Parish Chair: 
Marilynn Anson
Trustee Chair: 
Gari Lewandowski 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE  
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. HeBrew Café 
10:45 a.m. Quiet Conversations
12:00 p.m. El Refugio Church 
01:00 p.m. Brentwood Service

Readers:
October 2    
lorraine Whitmer
LAmitations 1.1-6, 3.19-26; 2 timothy 
1.1-14

October 9
Lorraine Whitmer 
Jeremiah 29.1,4-7; 2 timothy 2.8-15

October 16
Sean Fernandes
Jeremiah 31.27-34; 2 Timothy 3.14-4.5

October 23
jane barker
Joel 2.23-32; 2 timothy 4.6-8, 16-18

October 30
Sean Fernandes
habakkuk 1.1-4; 2.1-4; 2 Thessalonians 
1.1-4, 11-12 

Communion 
Stewards:
October 2: Mary Hershberger & 
Marilynn Anson

November 6 Cindy Moore & 
Terri Longacre

Community
meetings: 
~Trustees 
   Oct. 10, 2022 
   7-8:30 p.m.

~Ministry Council 
   October 17, 2022
    5-7 p.m.


