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The 
Importance of

JOY

Joy is the serious 
business of heaven. 

c.s. Lewis



Joy
           
(Thoughts continued) 

  There are places in our life where 
being naked is beautiful. On the 
day of our birth, before the world 
entered and taught us about our 
nakedness that needs to be 
hidden, virgin birth where life is 
tenderly held, where the hands of 
love and joy embrace the tiniest of 
humans. Then there is a blanket, a 
favorite picture; a vigil kept as the 
new birth of death calls us to life 
eternal; this is a much different joy 
than the first, yet the 
remembrance of these spaces is 
often similar. As one passes, the 
family can and does ask for 
fingerprints to be taken to have 
the prints of their loved one. There 
is something divinely special 
about the fingerprint. 

 Think of all the millions of places 
you have touched in a lifetime! We 
have touched so much of life from 
the first time your hand was 
touched to the last had held. The 
love of touch, cherished at birth, is 
reverenced when we die. Think of 
the fingerprints that wiped the 
eyes of others, or paint, drawn, 
crafted, repaired, and built. We 
often look at a great wall and 
marvel at its construction, but if 
we could see the fingerprints on 
this wall, we would be awe-struck 
at the millions of fingerprints it 
took to become a complete wall! 

 The touchable places of our 
universe have the creator's imprint 
on them. The indelible mark that no 
matter what we do or how we try, 
creation sings for joy. Here in this 
place, we have those moments of 
tiny fingerprints from the infants to 
the aging.  

  Joy is like fingerprints; most of the 
time, we are not thinking of what we 
touch or how we touch until we 
have touched too hard, or we 
notice life is frail at birth or death. 
As we look at those limited with 
other senses, touch increases 
profoundly. How would we touch 
this world if all our senses were 
absent? Joy in Hebrew is related to 
gladness or happiness, which is not 
an emotion but a result of choice. It 
is not something we feel all of the 
time unless we are content. In 
Galatians 5.22-23, known as the 
fruits of the spirit, joy, the inward 
acceptance of life eternal brings 
about love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control, and in 
this gift, there is no judgment, no 
law, nothing to call us unfit. In 
resting in the knowledge of this, Joy 
is made complete in our souls. And 
a gift of the Holy Spirit that comes 
along to remind us when we slip.   

  Joy is also something to celebrate 
when achievements are made; like 
in 1 Samuel 18.6 the people met 
David with Joy and dancing 
because they were safe from the 
Philistines. Joy is remembering 
God's work. 



JOY
    (Thoughts continued) 

   Only when we fall short of giving God the Glory in our words, deeds and 
actions does that inner joy wane and long for purity. As this article began with 
nakedness and fingerprints, it will end there too. Becoming comfortable with 
our humanness and nakedness before God and our limitations, here guides us 
into a free, forgiving, and loving joy full of grace and mercy. 

  Joy comes when we are willing to offer a high degree of trust and 
vulnerability to God and one another because in exposing our human nature, 
we reveal the God in us that brings the Joy of connection to Him, with Him, and 
in Him. I cannot be in love without first experiencing love. As I was born naked, 
I, too, shall die naked and return to the divine love that created such a 
beautiful world full of fingerprints. May we learn to cherish both! 

How overflowing our joy will be when we come to heaven…
here we shall see Him as He is, and know Him as we are known by Him.

by Ezekiel Hopkins

“Since the Son of God is 
born, let [all people] 
rejoice who desire great 
things, for a great 
rewarder comes.” by 
Bernard of Clairvaux 
1090-1153



Fun! In the bible?



Fun
   I remember that I thought 
studying the bible would be a drag 
back in my twenties. Yes, I grew up in 
a church, and I read the bible off 
and on growing up. I remember the 
children's bible and stories that I 
grew up hearing. I also remember 
hearing God's voice call to me and 
say, "serve me."

  I denied this not just once, twice 
but nearly a third time, but 
something deep within me knew that 
if I did not respond favorably this 
time, I might not have a chance 
because God was seeking me, and I 
was kind of avoiding it!

  I thought it would be no fun! I 
thought I would have to give up the 
fun parts of my life; yes, I did need to 
give up a few things because they 
were harmful to me and those 
around me and turned out to be 
less fun than I imagined. 

  Let's look deeper into the 
relationship we embrace or walk 
away! Remember, none of us do this 
ideally; only ONE has the Son of 
God. In Galatians 5.13, we are called 
to be free and in John 15.14, 
remember that "we are friends of 
Jesus if we do as He has 
commanded" us to do. So I have the 
freedom to do all things? But all 
things are not lawful, 1 Corinthians 
6.12. Yep, that is precisely how I felt, 
confused. So let's spend just a tiny 
part of this article looking at What it 
means to be free? What does it 
mean to follow the commands of 
Jesus? And what is not lawful for me 
to do? 

What does it mean to be free? 

  There could be a reason that we 
are living oppressed or oppressing 
others. To live “free,” we must be 
willing to look inward and go deeply. 
Christ brings us out of oppression, 
like in Exodus chapter 12-20. We are 
invited into an example of love that 
serves one another in love without 
judgment or hesitation.  

What does it mean to follow the 
commands of Jesus? 

  If the command is a word in our 
vocabulary, then we understand its 
appointment in our life; if we have 
not grown up with the idea of God 
giving commands in the learning 
and understanding of the Old 
Testament, we were called in the 
community to follow the ten 
commands of God. Still, instead of 
looking at these commandments as 
a guide for healthy living, we used 
them as a tool to decide who was in 
or out of our communities. Worse 
yet, we say Jesus forgives those 
under the law, but we do not show 
this in our lives. What a problem we 
have created for ourselves! In John 
15, in the section called the Vine and 
the Branches, in verse ten, we are 
called to remain in Jesus’ love, the 
love that offers itself in place of 
others. The becoming of sin who 
knew no sin, taking on the sin of 
another and bearing it with them to 
the cross through loving 
forgiveness, mercy, and grace; this is 
hard and a tall order. 

And what is not lawful for me to do? 

  Remember being a teenager? Or 
perhaps we know of a teenager who



Fun! continued
  

thinks “I can do anything I want whenever I want. With whomever I want.” As I am writing and reading what 
I am writing, a little smile arises as I think, “oh my goodness, it is such a relief to want to be governed by 
the commands of God!” There is freedom in this, knowing that I cannot fail or fall if I am erroring on the side 
of love. There is love, safety for self, and community. Paul knew this and guided us to remember that it has 
far less to do with the “want” part of anything and far more to do with the idea of “it is good?” Does it give 
life? Does it fill the soul with gladness? Paul tells us that, yes, you can do it! But who will benefit? Fun 
means that we think of others before ourselves while taking care of ourselves and learning to avoid our 
selfish natures! 



What is new on 
Hillcrest’s Campus?

Children’s 
Come shop with a Teacher, or 
donate up to twenty dollars for the 
Pastor to Shop with a teacher. 

Look for us on:
Facebook
Instagram
www.rrhillcrestumc.com
*Find full calendar under EVENTS on our 
website

New creepy crawly friends arrived! 
Monarch Butterfly Caterpillars are 
in the pastor’s hall. Stop and take 
a look!

Coming Soon!

Summer Fun Picnic June 26 11:30 am 

Contemporary Services- the 4th 
Sunday before our picnic! It will be a 
shorter service. 

Praise and Prayer- 5th Sunday
 
Healing Service  June 15 at 7 pm

Movie Nights are transforming into 
GameNights the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesday at 4 pm. 

Alpha USA.org will return after Labor 
Day!

http://www.rrhillcrestumc.com


Where can my light 
shine? 

Ways to get involved at your Hillcrest Campus
Scripture Readers
Production Team Members: Sound/Slides 
Musicians: Voices and Instrumental Talents 
Celebration of Life receptions 

Ways to support Hillcrest Childcare Ministry
Cute Band-aids 
Craft supplies
Shop with a teacher or make a donation so the pastor 
can!

Ways to join the community life of our church: 
All events and gatherings listed in the News Category 
are open to all who would like to join. If you desire to 
become a member, please contact Pastor Tracy.

Ways to be involved in the broader community of 
Elkhart visit the link below.
Faith Mission

Ways to be involved in the broader community of the 
World
Support Ukraine this is a hyperlink; click here for information.

https://thefaithmission.org/contact-us/
https://app.securegive.com/INUMC/supportukraine/donate/category


Happy Birthday 
and 

Anniversary!
Birthdays In June

08 - Caleb Rose 
12 - Brandi Foster

13 - Mary Herschberger 
15 - Kay Kentgen 
22 - Ronn Foster  

25 - Gerald Huntington 
25-  Jackie Squires 

28 - Lee Lehman 
29 - Jim Hensley 

29- Karen Quarandillo

Anniversaries In June
04 - Linda and Chuck Vredingburgh 

12 - Jami and Mike Franks 
16 - Jane and Mike Hershberger 

28 - Diane and Gari Lewandowski  
28 - Lorraine and Bob Whitmer 



News 
Mission of the Month:
Faith Mission is a faith based community full or resource for those  
who are struggling with homlessness. They offer the tools for recovery  
and life transformation. For more information about Faith Mission   
call them at 574-293-3406 or contact our very own Beverly Slaughter!

Screen on the Green for HCCM and Hillcrest  
The event is designed for us to get acquainted with our neighbors.  
Save big boxes for the kiddos to make drive-in cars. Look for the coming date in 
August. 

Primetrimers:
3rd Thursdays at  Noon
June 16, 2022 
Attention  PRIME  TIMERS,  there  will  be  a  picnic  on  June  16  in  the  
Hebrew café.   
Please come and have some good food and lots of laughs and good  
fun.  Bring  a  dish  to  pass  for  a  picnic  lunch  for  $2  and  a  friend.  
Summer is almost here, and we would like to share the fun with your  
friends and introduce them to Hillcrest. Be sure and come if you can't  
bring a friend we will miss you.  

Date: Thursday, June 16, 2022
Where: Hebrew Café
Time: 11:30

We  are  looking  forward  to  seeing  you.  Have  a  great  day  and  a  
wonderful summer!

In Christ, Jane
Circle of Friends 
Reorganizing soon. Please call Marilynn Anson for information. 

L.I.F.T. Ladies in Fellowship Together
On the 1st Tuesday of each month: 9 a.m.
Beginning again on June 7, 2022. Please join the ladies for a fun fellowship 
breakfast at Perkin’s! 



News 
The MAT Makers
The mat makers create sleeping mats for the homeless out of plastic 
grocery bags. 

Martha Sims—simsville3537@comcast.net 
Mary Herschberger—lmhersch@yahoo.com
Bev Slaughter—bjslgs@comcast.net 

Mat  #60  was  donated  to  Church  Community  Services  in  May.   
Mat Makers  has  provided  59  mats  to  Guidance  Ministries  since  
we began this project a few short years ago, and CCS is pleased  
that they can now provide a mat to one of the homeless persons  
they serve.
We can always use more help with the trimming and flattening of  
used bags. If you would like to help:
     (1) Get a sack of used bags from the storage room next to the  
HeBrew Cafe. 
     (2) Snip off the top handles and the bottom seam with sharp  
scissors.
     (3) Flatten the trimmed bags in a neat stack. 
     (4) Put the stack of trimmed and flattened bags in the storage  
room next to Hillcrest's kitchen.
One of our workers will then pick up the trimmed bags and cut  
into 2-1/2" circular strips, using a ruled cutting mat, a metal ruler,  
and  an  X-acto  knife.  We  have  other  workers  who  will  loop  the  
strips  together  and  loosely  wind  them  into  balls  for  the  ladies  
who crochet them into 3' by 6' sleeping mats (single crochet, size  
N hook).
If  you're  new  to  this  project  and  would  like  to  see  how  it  works,  
join  us  in  the  HeBrew  Cafe  at  Hillcrest  on  Wednesday,  June  8.   
One or more of us will be available between 10:00 and 11:00 AM to  
demonstrate the process and help you get started.
We  sincerely  appreciate  all  of  the  Hillcrest  folks  who  have  
contributed  to  this  valuable  ministry  over  the  last  few  years.   
Thank you so much for your support.



News 

Email and Correspondence
Please feel free to contact Makayla Rose: 
hillcrestchurch1957@gmail.com or Pastor Tracy 
tracy.roselove@inumc.org
Summer is busy, so please do not hesitate to call us! Emails that 
arrive after 2 pm on Thursdays may not be responded to until 
Monday the following week. 

Women of the Bible 
We cannot study the women without studying the men too! This is 
not a women’s bible study, it is for men too! We are taking a look at 
the first four women Eve, Sarah and Hagar, Lot’s Wife and 
Daughters, and Rebekah. How have these women and men shaped 
the world around us!

Alpha 11:30 a.m. Sunday
Coming this fall! 

Topics this month
Joy! Is it fun to be a Christian? 

Movie Nights
Are now GAME NIGHTS! On the first and third Wednesdays we will 
be in the Hebrew Cafe enjoying games. Please bring your favorite 
game to share and a snack, we begin at 4 pm. 

mailto:hillcrestchurch1957@gmail.com
mailto:tracy.roselove@inumc.org


Who’s who?
STAFF  
Pastor Tracy Rose-Love 
M-Th call anytime 9:15 a.m. to 
3:15 p.m. 
tracy.roselove@inumc.org 
574-904-3243 

Administrative Assistant 
Intern: M-Th 
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Makayla Rose
574-264-3240
hillcrestchurch1957@gmail.com 

Hillcrest Community Childcare 
Ministry: 
Lori Loucks, Director 
574-266-7427 
hccmdir@gmail.com 

Director of Music: 
position available
Finance Chair: 
Open position with Antonio 
Purciarele 
Ministry Council Chair: 
Diane Lewandowski 
Staff Parish Chair: 
Marilynn Anson
Trustee Chair: 
Gari Lewandowski 

WEEKLY SUNDAY SCHEDULE  

9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 
10:30 a.m. HeBrew Café 
11:30 a.m. Bible Study
12:00 p.m. El Refugio Church 
 
  

Readers:
June 5th: Mary Herschberger
Acts 2.1-21; Romans 8.14-17

June 12th: Lorariane Whitmer
Proverbs 8.1-4,22-31; Romans 
5.1-5

June 19th: Sean Fernandes
I Kings 19.1-15a; Galatians 
3.23-29

June 26th: Diane 
Lewandowshi
2Kings 2.1-2, 6-14; Galatians 5.1, 
13.25

Communion 
Stewards:
June 5: Marilynn Anson

July 3: Bob and Lorriane 
Whitmer

Community
meetings: 
~Trustees 6.13.22 7-8 p.m.
~Ministry Council 6.20.22 5-7 
p.m.
~Mission Development — to be 
announced. 
~SPRC June


