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“Anyone who thinks sitting in church can make you a Christian must also think that sitting in a garage can 
make you a car.” ― Garrison Keillor

100 Varieties 
of Unbelief

Honest 
disagreement is 

often a good sign of 
progress. ~Mahatma 

Gandhi

What makes our life 
different?

The empty vessel 
makes the loudest 

sound. ~Plato

Doubting Doubts
“Life is a series of beautiful moments 

interspersed by great trials. The trick to being 
happy is to learn to have beautiful moments 
during the trials. Faith isn’t a belief that God 
will spare you from problems; it is a belief that 
he’s still God and will carry you through those 
problems.” W. Lee Warren M.D.



Doubting our Doubts

Dr. Daniel Kahneman says this: The reason most of us jump to faulty 
conclusions is the fallacy narrative, because our brains are designed 
to make experiences fit into our perception or reality. And engaging 
our brains on a deeper level is difficult! 

Several weeks ago, I began a conversation with someone who only 
knew how to fit everything in the tidy box of their own creation. 
Anything outside of idealism was a muted area for discussion. 
Idealism lead to assumptions and assumptions to expectation and 
expectations to disgust and disgrace. This is where the brain can no 
longer be exercised or grow in grace and love. There is no room to 
doubt doubts because the formulated idealism is an unreachable 
principle that renders a blind eye to conscious living. Many principles, 
idealisms are taught perspectives and there is no evidence or proof 
for the beliefs, but clinging to them is more important than letting go 
and growing. It is hard to admit when we are wrong or realize how our 
beliefs have hurt others. It is easier to believe our unsubstantiated 
beliefs than to change.  

Embracing doubt, by doubting our own beliefs while learning can set 
me free to love and engage others with understanding and growth. 
See, it is my own ignorance that causes me to rush to 



Doubting our Doubts
judgment, and Dr. Kahneman reminds me that often we can exercise 
the part of us that has unlimited potential and ability to ignore our 
ignorance. In a book called Thinking Fast and Slow, by Dr. 
Kahneman, “we can be blind to our blindness, and blind to the 
obvious” that is before us, even if it is good. In other words, when we 
are thinking about doubts, we can be and are blind to them and 
sometimes even fearful to acknowledge them before others. So 
discovering our doubts or fears and sharing them is helpful. Why? 
you may ask. This make me vulnerable. It will let others know that I 
do not think, feel, or act as they do. Or, one of my favorite onesies, 
the belief that we are the more ignorant or the most ignorant person 
in the room: How often do you say absolutely nothing and wish you 
had because you were afraid that someone would judge you? 

Here is one more thing that works against us, as if there is not 
enough already! This one you already know only too well. “It is always 
easier to recognize the mistakes of others than it is our own.” And if 
you did not learn it yet, wait until you hear your child or grandchild 
sound like you, and it did not sound less than grumpy! Yep, doubting 
our doubts is hard and the longer we disguise them or hang on to 
them they become harder to transform, acknowledge and reconciled 
to God. We die RIGHT and alone, so name the doubts, actively 
choose to doubt the doubts and embrace the stance of a lifelong 
learner. Who embraces personal biases and doubts with excitement 
to learn that we were wrong!  



100 varieties of unbelief
   There are people today that choose 
to not believe in the creator and they 
are known as Atheists. It is important 
to understand that when a person 
chooses to not believe in something 
means that there has had to be 
something there to begin a disbelief of: 
and a disbelief or a belief proves what 
we can adequately explain that is 
outside of time and only choose to be 
in time by revealing. 

   This then brings us to Deists, and 
the word that they disbelieve in is 
revealed. Organized religion believes 
that God was, is and always be 
revealed in and through community. 
Deists, admit there is a God but is not 
revealed, by self-revelation to us. It is 
important to remember that the God of 
the Old Testament and the New 
Testament continually revealed 
collective truths through community 
that are held in common for the 
purpose of creating a just, moral and 
ethical society. It is true that at times 
through history humanity has done 
well with this and sometimes not, we 
are in a NOT time period, so someone 
must be blamed. Therefore, God does 
not participate in and through the 
Good in Humanity.  

   This brings us to the Agnostics. “I do 
not admit or deny the existence of 
God” they think that God is the cause 
of life, and the central nature of things 
are unknown and knowable through 

experience. This person tends to 
concentrate on denial and doubts, 
rather than doubting their own doubts! 
The uncertainty outweighs the things 
that they are certain about, their 
deductive reasoning singular to 
Descartes [1637] “I think therefore I 
am” limited the ability to know the 
unknown or believe in the unknowable. 

  In years past the word heretic was 
used often when someone of belief 
was not personally capable of acting in 
accordance to the belief system the 
community values. Truth be told it has 
more to do with the article of faith, the 
dogma of the church. In decades after 
Christ died the Church tried to identify 
separately from the cultural religious 
practices. For example, blood 
sacrifices and the purpose and intent, 
as well as, the sacrifice used (children, 
virgins, animals, goats) and the 
understanding of the Eucharist as a 
blood sacrifice. What is it and what did 
it do and contain? Were questions to 
be answered. The article of faith, the 
dogma was formed to answer the 
questions and concerns of the 
community. The community of faith 
wrestled with one another saying in 
communion until there was a dogma 
formed. If you are interested in the 
dogma of the  of the Methodist Church 
click here: THE METHODIST 
CHURCH

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-church/doctrine-of-the-methodist-church/#:~:text=Doctrine%20of%20the%20Methodist%20Church.%20The%20extract%20below,the%20historic%20creeds%20and%20of%20the%20Protestant%20Reformation.
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-church/doctrine-of-the-methodist-church/#:~:text=Doctrine%20of%20the%20Methodist%20Church.%20The%20extract%20below,the%20historic%20creeds%20and%20of%20the%20Protestant%20Reformation.


100 varieties of unbelief
   Is unbelief a new construct? No. We 
find the unbelief and the curiosity 
about unbelief of the community at 
large began back in the book of 
Numbers 14.11-12 during 1450-1410 
BCE (Before the Common era or BC 
before Christ). Numbers was written 
because the first census needed to be 
taken. People groups were growing 
larger and larger, and in an area with 
large amount of people, safety and 
care must be considered. The book 
focuses on three sections: 
Preparation, chapters 1-9; Pessimism, 
10-14; and Punishment 15-36. It is 
important to note that the culture was 
ruled by military, so disobedience 
brought punishment. This reveals itself 
through the end of the book where 
Moses is denied the promised land 
due to disobedience. 

  Pause with me for a minute: 
Remember how Jesus responded to 
the man who was unbelieving Mark 
9.24? Take time to reflect on this. 
Jesus knew of the unbelief and the 
belief, so was it in the asking “help me” 
that the man became open to the 
possibilities of God? Are we open to 
the possibilities of God? I did not go 
through 100 varieties of unbelief, but 
here are a few to think about. 

  There is a great deal to ponder, 
discover, grapple with and understand. 
It is always risky to take an Old 
Testament concept and use it in 2022. 

 

apostles’ creed
Traditional Version

I believe in God, the Father 
Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, 
our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, Died, and Was 
buried;

the third day he rose from the 
dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and sitteth at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty;

from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. 

Amen.



what makes our lives different

Great question! Each of us may have a 
slightly different answer to the question, 
but as Christians we attempt to hold to an 
idealism that shares work in the 
community, and we all hope to retire from 
our work someday, or do we?

There is work that we are not going to 
retire from by carrying the heart of Christ 
within us. It is pausing to listen to source 
of pain. This pain could be in the divisions 
between ethnic groups, racial, political, 
denominations, abilities and disabilities, 
with divides in person and worth in 
abundance or even when we speak of 
sexual orientation, gender differences 
and, at some point, we just do not 
understand why people have a difference 
in food preference, and when visiting 
other countries often we think their 
cuisine does not compare. Forgetting that 
if we too were from the same area and 
nurture and nature of their cultural 
experience we would think and behave 
much in the same way. 

Here are a few helpful things to 
remember when engaging with 
differences:

Listening

This requires introspective listening, 
listening for understanding, and listening 
to care for the other person’s hurts. 

Having time to listen is key, where your 
mind and heart are not distracted by 
anything or your own point of view.  

Assumptions

Ideologies are shaped by community, 
education, politics that form our 
perspectives that lead to our assumptions 
and without the challenge to these 
theories, we hold them as truths and form 
unhealthy and sometimes hurtful 
assumptions. We may do well to 
remember that we cannot know the 
challenges others have faced or are 
facing in life. 

In Community

We are held, bonded in the love of Christ 
full of mercy and grace, knowing in the 
deepest parts of us and in humanity that 
God was and is always big enough to 
forgive the sins of the whole world. 
Pause, sigh, and repeat with me: Thanks 
be to God! We are held in grace, in love, 
and forgiveness. We search for common 
needs and work together to meet those 
needs.

I arise in the morning torn between a 
desire to improve the world and a desire 
to enjoy the world. This makes it hard to 
plan the day. ~E. B. White



happy birthday!
and 
Happy Anniversary!

July Birthdays

3 - Jay Love

6 - Antonio Purciarele

8 - Henrietta McCaul

10 - Tracy Donati

12 - Donna (Simmons) Mast

17 - Frank Johnston

20 - Nancy Rowe

24 - Veronica Noble

28 - Chris Ferro

The secret to humor is surprise! 
~Aristotle 

July Anniversaries 

23 - Tracy Rose-Love and James 
A. Love II

I love people who make me laugh. I 

honestly think it's the thing I like most, to 

laugh. It cures a multitude of ills. It's 

probably the most important thing in a 

person.

Audrey Hepburn

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/audrey-hepburn-quotes


News 
Mission of the Month:

Team Fox is a link to more information.  “To me hope is informed optimism” ~  
Michael Jay Fox
Screen on the Green for HCCM and Hillcrest  
The event is designed for us to get acquainted with our neighbors.  Save  
big boxes for the kiddos to make drive-in cars. Look for the coming date in  
August. 
Primetimers:
3rd Thursdays at  Noon
July 21, 2022 
Hello and Happy Summer!  We are having these awful heat waves, but we  
will make it because we have an awesome God who looks after us.   
We are looking forward to Primetimers this month as we will be discussing  
the  scams  that  arrive  on  our  phones,  E-mails  and  such.    It  should  be  a  
good discussion.
Please  sign  up  because  it  helps  to  know  numbers  when  we  buy  the  meat  
and  estimate  expenses  in  these  days.    We  are  having  hamburgers  and  
hotdogs  to  make  up  for  the  picnic  we  didn't  have  last  month.    I  will  be  
asking someone to bring buns and chips and anyone else can bring a dish  
to pass if able.  We need desserts and salads.   
Your input and conversation is important to us and we looking forward to  
seeing you.  Bring a friend and enjoy the company and good laughs.   
The  cost  is  $2  and where  can  you  eat  for  that?    Have  a  wonderful  month  
and remember God loves you and so do we.  See you soon!
In Christ, Jane
Circle of Friends 
Reorganizing soon. Please call Marilynn Anson for information. 

L.I.F.T. Ladies in Fellowship Together
On the 1st Tuesday of each month: 9 a.m.
Next on July 5, 2022. Please join the ladies for a fun fellowship breakfast at Perkin’s! Hold 
Gloria in prayer, we will miss her while she recovers. 

https://www.michaeljfox.org/parkinsons-101


News 
The MAT Makers
The Mat Makers create sleeping mats for the homeless out of plastic 
grocery bags. 

Martha Sims—simsville3537@comcast.net 
Mary Herschberger—lmhersch@yahoo.com
Bev Slaughter—bjslgs@comcast.net

MAT MAKERS

Hillcrest's sleeping mat #62 was donated to Guidance Ministries  
in June. 

Mat Makers volunteers create these sleeping mats for homeless  
persons  out  of  used  plastic  grocery  bags.    While  serving  the  
homeless  persons  in  Elkhart  County,  the  project  also  helps  to  
keep hundreds of used plastic bags out of the landfill.

Thanks to everyone who contributed to this project in June.  We  
especially  appreciated  the  person  who  trimmed  the  tops  and  
bottom  seams  from  a  large  stack  of  bags  and  flattened  them  
neatly.  This saved a lot of time for the volunteers who then cut  
2-1/2"  circular  strips,  ready  to  be  looped  into  chains  and  
crocheted into 3' x 6' sleeping mats.

Please note that helping to keep quantities of plastic bags out of  
the  landfill  is  part  of  our  mission,  and  we  receive  a  plentiful  
supply of used bags.  Please do not pick up stacks of new bags  
from  retailers.    It's  not  necessary,  and  we  shouldn't  add  to  the  
operating costs of retailers.

Thanks to everyone for your generous support.



News 
Email and Correspondence

Please feel free to contact:
hillcrestchurch1957@gmail.com or Pastor Tracy 
tracy.roselove@inumc.org
Summer is busy, so please do not hesitate to call us! Emails that 
arrive after 2 p.m. on Thursdays may not be responded to until 
Monday the following week. Please feel free to contact the pastor 
directly 574-904-3243. 

Women of the Bible 

We cannot study the women without studying the men too! This is 
NOT a women’s only Bible study, it is for men too! We are taking a 
look at the first four women Eve, Sarah and Hagar, Lot’s Wife and 
Daughters, and Rebekah. How have these women and men shaped 
the world around us!

Alpha - Coming this fall! A safe way to explore faith together!

Game Nights

The secret is out, we are having a blast! There are plenty of smiles 
and laughter to go around. Please join us and bring a snack to 
share on the First and Third Wednesdays at 4 p.m. 

Widow and Widower’s Group

Please consider joining us. Many of us have spent a lifetime with 
someone who has now died. This is a safe place to remember, 
share, heal, and know that you are not alone as you travel 
through the many facets of grief. Our very own Cathy Bloss is who 
to make the connection with to join. 

mailto:hillcrestchurch1957@gmail.com
mailto:tracy.roselove@inumc.org


Who’s who?
STAFF  
Pastor Tracy Rose-Love 
Call anytime
tracy.roselove@inumc.org 
574-904-3243 

Administrative Assistant 
Available Position
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
574-264-3240
hillcrestchurch1957@gmail.com 

Hillcrest Community Childcare 
Ministry: 
Lori Loucks, Director 
574-266-7427 
hccmdir@gmail.com 

Finance Chair: 
Open position with Antonio 
Purciarele 
Ministry Council Chair: 
Diane Lewandowski 
Staff Parish Chair: 
Marilynn Anson
Trustee Chair: 
Gari Lewandowski 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE  
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. HeBrew Café 
11:30 a.m. Bible Study in   
August
12:00 p.m. El Refugio Church 
01:00 p.m. Brentwood Service

Readers:
July 3: Sean Fernandes
2Kings 5.1-14; Galatians 6.1-16

July 10: gari lewandowski
Amos 7:7-17
Colossians 1:1-14

July 17t Sean Fernandes
Amos 8.1-12
Colossians 1.15-28

July 24: cindy moore
Hosea 1.2-10
Colossians 2.6-19

July 31s Patty Moore
Hosea 11.1-11
Colossians 3.1-11

Communion 
Stewards:
July 3: Bob and Lorraine 
Whitmer

August 7: Beverly Slaughter & 
Rene Wenger

Community
meetings: 
~Trustees 7.11.22 7-8 p.m.

~Ministry Council 7.18.22 5-7 
p.m.




