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August | 2022  | BLIND MAN KNOWS  |  WITHOUT SHAME OR FEAR

“God writes a lot of comedy ... the trouble is, he's stuck with so many bad actors who don't know how to 
play funny.” ― Garrison Keillor

WITHOUT 
SHAME OR 

FEAR

IT IS A SIGN OF AN EDUCATED 
MIND TO BE ABLE TO ENTERTAIN 

A THOUGHT 

WITHOUT ACCEPTING IT. 
~ ARISTOTLE 

IS MY THINKING 
FINITE?

FINITE TO FAIL, BUT INFINITE TO 

VENTURE ~EMILY DICKINSON

BLIND MAN
I CLOSE MY EYES SO THAT I MIGHT SEE. I 
AWAIT IN THIS SPACE SILENTLY FOR YOU AND 
I TO SEE A HOPE THAT ONLY DARKNESS DARE 
TO REVEAL. I CLOSE MY EYES SO THAT I 
MIGHT SEE A WORLD FULL OF LOVE FOR YOU 
AND ME. WHAT DOES A BLIND MAN SEE? 



A BLIND MAN KNOWS

“A blind man knows he cannot see, and is glad to be led, though it be 
by a dog; but he that is blind in his understanding, which is the worst 
blindness of all, believes he sees as the best, and scorns a guide.” 

~ Samuel Butler

Let’s begin with exercise, (no, I am not going to ask you to go through 
calisthenics); relax and close your eyes; now open one. Find 
something in the room you are sitting in and fix your gaze upon it. 
Now close your eye! What do you see? Nothing? Now try to see with 
your elbow. You can see nothing, correct?

Why engage in the exercise? It is important to learn to experience our 
world through different lenses. No one sees through the exact same 
lenses that we see through. The blind see total darkness, and 
sometimes bursts of color or light. Perhaps shapes or misshapen 
shapes. Seeing everyday day is a challenge to navigating the world is 
an even greater challenge.  Just because they cannot see does not 
mean they do not have a desire to see. They have a longing to see, 
really see. And yet those of us who do see and can see choose to 
limit our vision to fit in with our understanding and refuse to see from 
another perspective. One of the prayers I had to say to open my eyes 
of my mind and heart was and is: Lord, I do not see the world as you 
see it. Help me to see and love the world as you love it. Then please 
look through my eyes Lord and help me understand what I can do to 
reveal you in this place.” 



A BLIND MAN KNOWS
Because we can conceptually see the world, sometimes we miss 
unseen treasures. The treasures of story, love, life, struggle, and joys, 
because others do not fit into our schema.  If this is true for me, then 
this is true for others, too. The conflict arises between the concepts 
we develop and the acts we do to ensure the concepts as right or 
wrong. Then when something does not fit into our concept, conflict 
arises and we forget to experience life through the eyes of even the 
blind. Who sees better?

The hunger of the blind never stops. If sheer will would allow them to 
see, they would. Of course not all people who are blind feel this way, 
but there is a hunger that is indescribable to the seeing. But many of 
us fall into blindness, distracted by many things in life. The blindness 
of the seeing is apparent in lacking the desire to hunger for more 
peace, knowledge, and understanding. Those seeing who are blind 
are blind to accurate self-examination, saying that they do not judge 
and in the next sentence limit someone from being their authentic self 
expressed in the desire that God has called them to. When we are 
spiritually blind, we do not see the effect our choices have on others. 
What limits are placed on them, and what expectations are hidden or 
demanded. 

It is hard work to remain spiritually awake, and it takes constant 
reflection and prayer. If we are satisfied with our thoughts and our 
answers without discovering the perspective of others, we risk death 
by joining a club of spiritual blindness. And we are called out of this 
blindness by Christ Jesus. May we desire eyes to see together. 

 



WITHOUT SHAME OR FEAR
Great energy is required to 
resist the assertion of “me.” 
No one comes to the table 
without being conditioned by 
someone or an entity that did 
its best to promote “good,” but 
good for whom is the question 
with an answer not too many 
of us like to look at. In a book 
called the Awakening of 
Intelligence  by J. 
Krishnamurti, he says, “to 
look with eyes that are not 
conditioned.” “Choiceless 
awareness of conditioning. To 
see and reject the falseness. 
What love is not.” “Energy to 
look at the unknown: supreme 
energy is intelligence.”

In the reading, I found very 
beautiful spiritually-forming 
concepts. The word soul in 
Koine Greek is psyche, or at 
least one form of soul. Soul 
meaning mind, mind meaning 
consciousness, extending to 
the eternal consciousness 
that is embedding the eternal 
will of God into all life. 

Hopefully, that is not a 
concept that is hard for us to 
wrap our minds around. This 
is the energy that we call the 
Holy Spirit that was gifted to 
all and accepted by few. Now, 
back to the waste of time 
things that we all do and this 
book so points out. 

This vast energy is stolen 
away from us by quarrels, 
jealousies, and anxiety, in the 
pursuit of (fill in the blank). It 
would seem that it is difficult 
for many of us to carry out our 
daily life and work without 
resistance. Even resisting the 
will and thoughts that 
surround us is a state of 
resistance. The simplest form 
of “should” do or should not 
do is resistance. 

Culture, customs, rituals, arts, 
social institutions, and 
achievements are all 
embedded in the community 
throughout the world. 
Wherever we are, we are the



WITHOUT SHAME OR FEAR 
culture. As people groups 
grow and discover, the 
present culture gives way to 
differing actions, a different 
kind of life, and, yes, perhaps 
a different culture altogether. 
Not counter-cultural but 
something different. The 
gospel calls us to a culture 
that restores the marginalized 
into the community, not 
excludes them. Can you 
imagine a culture that 
excluded widows? That was 
the culture of Jesus' day. 
Those we choose to exclude 
are the widows of this day. 

The question from the reading 
of The Awakening of 
Intelligence asks in light of 
actions, whether to take them 
or not. Action is a today's 
concept without formula or 
prescriptions, or concepts. 
Absent of our own will, can 
we take a step forward? “An 
action that is based on the 
past is a conditioned 
response of prior knowledge

 

that may or may not be true to 
the knowledge and 
understanding of the 
present-day interpretation and 
the varying cultural norms that 
these are manifesting. This, of 
course, is one of those things 
that the author says would be 
a waste of time because it 
tends to draw conflict. It is 
important to know here that 
most of our thinking, if not all 
of it, has been formed through 
what we should and should 
not do. So the question 
remains: How can we find a 
way to work outside of the 
framework of yesterday and 
into an unknown framework in 
which we are trusting God 
and the eternal 
consciousness to take us to a 
place where we have not 
been before or are able to 
completely understand? That 
is the letting go of the “me” or 
the “we” and brings us into 
the action of today. We, the 
collective of community, 



WITHOUT SHAME OR FEAR 
arrive at an understanding of 
conditioning. And conditioning 
will or will not change but 
needs to be recognized. Then 
we must ask ourselves if we 
are willing to take a step 
outside of what we know into 
the unknown, just to look at 
what it is, what is right before 
us.

We come to a place of 
discovering conditioning, 
societal, social, and 
communal. We come to 
understanding through these 
same means. And we come to 
biblical calls to show mercy, 
love one another, take the 
road that is marginalized and 
reveal the love of God. 

The Spirit of the eternal 
consciousness of God reveals 
the “me” and the ways I have 
been conditioned. Help me 
without fear or shame 
examine how this conditioning 
has caused harm through 
generations by race and 
identity other than “me.”



IS MY THINKING FINITE?

The head and heart connection 
is a real commandment. 
Matthew 22.37 reminds us: (37) 
Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind and with 
all your strength. (39) The 
second is this: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself. There is 
no commandment greater than 
these.” 

When we think, we think in finite 
terms because we have finite 
minds with the capacity to be 
influenced and brought into the 
unlimited infinite mind of God. 
Infinite consciousness can 
reveal the wonder of love. 

With our finite minds we have 
fixed players. There are rules to 
follow and stay within for good 
and gracious living. In this 
endeavor of good and gracious 
living we attempt to agree 

upon objectives that guide the 
means to an end. When we, the 
collective, hang onto the finite 
we become in conflict with 
infinite minds. The quagmire 
bogs both excellent minds in a 
conflict that walks away from 
“Doing Good, and Staying in 
Love with God,” and innovation 
stops. 

When this happens the players 
try to outlast the opposite in 
hopes that shifts will declare 
them correct. In a world where 
we believe all people are created 
equal in the image of God, do 
our actions reveal this ideal? 

In a world that has a mistrustful 
shadow cast upon it, we as 
Christians are called to trust. The 
word trust and belief are very 
closely related in the Bible. 
When exercising in your daily 
word, for fun, when you see the 
word trust, exchange it for



IS MY THINKING FINITE?

believe, and when you see 
believe, exchange it with the 
word trust. You will not be 
disappointed, and it is okay to 
do. 

Can we create a culture of 
trust? Can we trust in God and 
His infinite goodness? Can we 
trust in the journey that God has 
brought each of us to and 
through? Are we willing to trust 
the activity of the Spirit? Lord, 
help us with the finite we cling to 
and guide us into the infinite 
love you have for the world. We 
do not see the world as you do, 
so please see it through our 
eyes and remove the lenses 
that keep us from love. 

When we come to the table we 
should feel secure and 
insecure. It is where all of our 
strengths and weaknesses are 
revealed in us and in one 
another. When we are at a table

for conversation, this remains 
true. We are vulnerable and we 
will feel the same about one 
another. This calls us into a 
space of flexibility, even if we 
have to invest all that we are and 
all that we have in a place called 
the unknown. Flexibility is not 
defensive or offensive. It remains 
open, recognizing the learned 
ideals and balancing new 
information. 

We are in a time when it will take 
unbelievable courage to change 
the world, to embrace infinite 
mindsets, while holding the 
struggle of the finite mind. At the 
end of this journey, I hope we can 
say we choose to “do good, do no 
harm” (least harm), and we 
together have stayed in love with 
God. 

John F. Kennedy said, “We stand 
today on a new frontier… it is not 
a set of promises, but of 
challenges!”



happy birthday!
and 
Happy Anniversary!

August’s Birthdays

2 - Bob Whitmer 

6 - Denise Hensley 

11 - Allen Nord 

14 - Kate Ferro 

21 - Jami Franks 

24 - Trent Evans

Summer set lip to earth's 
bosom bare, And left the 
flushed print in a poppy there.

~Francis Thompson

August Anniversaries 

20 - Robb & Terri Longacre

28 - Jim & Cindy Heim

24 - Mike & Sharon Schafer

In the name of Christ, we send 
our thoughts and prayers to 
Mike as we remember him and 
his beloved Sharon.

You cannot blame gravity for 
falling in love!
~Aristotle 



News 

Mission of the Month:

SonSet Solutions is a link to more information.  Our 2021 Year in Review 
is hot off the press! Rejoice with us as we bear witness to the things that 
only God could accomplish, causing his work to abound in many 
different places and ways. To receive the print version, email your 
request to connect@SonSetSolutions.org.

Primetimers:

3rd Thursdays at Noon
August 18, 2022 
Hello and Happy Summer! We are having these awful heat waves, but we 
will make it because we have an awesome God who looks after us.  
We are looking forward to Primetimers this month as we will be 
discussing the scams that arrive on our phones, E-mails and such.  It 
should be a good discussion.
Please sign up because it helps to know numbers when we buy the meat 
and estimate expenses in these days. We are having hamburgers and 
hotdogs to make up for the picnic we didn't have last month.  I will be 
asking someone to bring buns and chips and anyone else can bring a 
dish to pass if able.  We need desserts and salads.  
Your input and conversation is important to us and we looking forward 
to seeing you.  Bring a friend and enjoy the company and good laughs.  
The cost is $2 and where can you eat for that?  Have a wonderful month 
and remember God loves you and so do we.  See you soon!
In Christ, Jane

L.I.F.T. Ladies in Fellowship Together
On the 1st Tuesday of each month: 9 a.m.
Next on August 2, 2022. Please join the ladies for a fun fellowship breakfast at 
Perkin’s! 
Hold Gloria in prayer, we will miss her while she recovers. 

https://sonsetsolutions.org/
https://sonsetsolutions.org/#:~:text=connect%40SonSetSolutions.org.


News 
The MAT Makers
The Mat Makers create sleeping mats for the homeless out of plastic 
grocery bags. 

Martha Sims—simsville3537@comcast.net 
Mary Herschberger—lmhersch@yahoo.com
Bev Slaughter—bjslgs@comcast.net

MAT MAKERS

Hillcrest's sleeping mat #63 was donated to Faith Mission in Elkhart in July.  
They were quite appreciative and looking forward to testing this item with 
the homeless persons who use their services.

While continuing to work on another sleeping mat, we're also testing a new 
service to benefit Hillcrest's Child Care Ministry--sitting mats which can be 
used by their kiddos.  In July we left four small mats (about 15" x 21") with 
HCCM's director, Lori Loucks, for the little ones to sit on instead of using 
towels.  We'll let you know how this works out.  If they like using them, we'll 
try to provide another 36 mats over the next few months.

As mentioned before, a major part of our mission is helping to keep a lot of 
plastic bags out of the landfill.  There are plenty of used bags being donated, 
so please do not bring us stacks of new bags.  (It's not fair to the retailers 
who have to purchase them.)

Thanks to everyone for your generous support of this project.  Want to help 
but don't know where to start?  Call Martha Sims or Bev 
Slaughter and we'll point you in the right direction.



News 
Email and Correspondence

Please feel free to contact:
hillcrestchurch1957@gmail.com or Pastor Tracy 
tracy.roselove@inumc.org
Summer is busy, so please do not hesitate to call us! Emails that 
arrive after 2 p.m. on Thursdays may not be responded to until 
Monday the following week. Please feel free to contact the pastor 
directly 574-904-3243. 

Women of the Bible - The 1st and 3rd Wednesday’s 4-5 pm
We cannot study the women without studying the men too! This is 
NOT a women’s only Bible study, it is for everyone! We are taking a 
look at the first four women Eve, Sarah and Hagar, Lot’s Wife and 
Daughters, and Rebekah. How have these women and men shaped 
the world around us!

Followed by…

Game Nights - The 1st and 3rd Wednesday’s 6-7 pm
Please bring your favorite game and something to share to eat!

Coming this fall! 

Better Together - The 2nd and 4th Monday’s 3-4 pm
On Brentwood Campus, beginning August 15th Monday from 3-4! 
Continuing on the 2nd and 4th weeks every month for those 
experiencing grief.

Stroll in the Park - Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9am, Wednesday’s 
at 7pm
Come join us for a walk at “Walker Park” on Tuesday and Thursday 
mornings at 9 am. Or Wednesday evening while the weather 
permits at 7pm. Begins August 9th!

mailto:hillcrestchurch1957@gmail.com
mailto:tracy.roselove@inumc.org


Who’s who?
STAFF  

Pastor Tracy Rose-Love 
Call anytime
tracy.roselove@inumc.org 
574-904-3243 

Administrative Assistant
Naomi Evans
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
574-264-3240
hillcrestchurch1957@gmail.com 

Hillcrest Community Childcare 
Ministry: 
Lori Loucks, Director 
574-266-7427 
hccmdir@gmail.com 

Finance Chair: 
Open position with Antonio 
Purciarele 
Ministry Council Chair: 
Diane Lewandowski 
Staff Parish Chair: 
Marilynn Anson
Trustee Chair: 
Gari Lewandowski 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE  
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. HeBrew Café 
10:45 a.m. Quiet Conversations
12:00 p.m. El Refugio Church 
01:00 p.m. Brentwood Service

Readers:
august 7, 2022 Cathy Bloss
Isaiah 1.1, 10-20; Hebrews 11.1-3, 8-16

August 14, 2022 terri longacre
Isaiah 5.1-7; Hebrews 11.29-12.2

August 21, 2022 Jayne Barker
Jeremiah 1.4-10; Hebrews 12.18-29

August 28, 2022 Marilynn 
Anson
Jeremiah 2.4-13; Hebrew 13.1-8, 15-16

Communion 
Stewards:
August 7: Beverly Slaughter & 
Rene Wenger

September 4: Cathy Bloss, 
Maria Purciarele

Community
meetings: 
~Trustees 8.15.22 7-8 p.m.

~Ministry Council 8.22.2022 
5-7 p.m.


