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Holy Week Services
● April 14th 

7pm Maundy Thursday Service
8pm Tenebrae Service
9pm Garden Prayer Vigil Begins

● April 15th
         11:30am Garden Prayer Vigil End
         12:30pm Good Friday  Service   

Stations of the Cross
● Easter Service 9:30 AM



The 
Importance of

GOING TO
CHURCH

Christian doctrines include the beliefs 
that Jesus was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, was born of a virgin named 
Mary, performed miracles, founded 
the Christian Church, died by 
crucifixion as a sacrifice to achieve 
atonement for sin, rose from the 
dead, and ascended into Heaven. 
So that we can live in peace and 
harmony with self and others. 



Going to 
Church
    (Thoughts continued) 
Well, that description is a precise 
definition of the theology of our 
home, the Church, as a place to 
visit the bride who stands in awe 
and continually worships the 
Trinity. Well, okay, that is churchy, 
too!
     So why go to Church? People 
are the Church of God  who 
require God’s good mercy and 
grace through love and 
forgiveness. Broken people, you 
and I, that this World has 
wounded, come here for prayers, a 
place to offer our thoughts, 
anguishes, love, and joy. We do this 
in worship, worship of a God so 
loving that none of us individually 
can project the perfect image of 
God into the World, the perfect 
image of God in the flesh is Jesus. 
As Christians, we long to travel in 
Christ with the right thoughts, an 
open heart, and express loving 
mercy and grace. 
     We, the people, gather in the 
name of Jesus, typically on a 
Sunday morning, to give thanks, to 
offer ourselves in love and mercy, 
and be reminded that the purpose 
of God is more significant than we 
are. . We hope through means of 
grace to offer the reconciler, 
Jesus, or offer the atonement, the 
ability to be at one with the origin 
God intends for us.

   Through Christ, we can return to 
the original state of our pure self, 
genuinely humbled by love. And 
then offer this love in service to one 
another, the unknown, and the 
marginalized. 
    The churchy definition explains 
how this mystery took place in the 
life of God for us. What it does not 
say is what it looks like on Earth. 
We are finite people with finite 
linear minds, and God is infinite 
with an eternal mind, which is the 
soul that animates and enlivens all 
of us through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 
     Before my desire to launch into 
theological topics, that may be 
interesting to a few. Allow me to say 
the Church is here to comfort, draw 
us closer to self and others, offer 
healing and restoration, and 
wrestle deeply with love so strong 
that invites our all: our crummy and 
beautiful; our bigotry and our 
faithfulness. It is a place of safety, 
mercy, and love. Why do we go to 
Church? We find hurting people 
just like us who long to improve 
ourselves and the World we live in 
because we believe in the hope and 
joy of a greater good than we 
currently see. 
    You are the beautiful Church, 
and we are broken people who 
gather together for a short time 
every week to set aside the chaos 
this busy life brings to say thank 
you for the breath of life. 
    Each of you may have an answer 
to Why go to Church? So please 
take the time to write your 
thoughts down and send them to 
us!



Triduum, huh?



The Great 
Triduum
     The Holy Triduum is a three-day 
engageable transformation. It 
begins “stooping low”.  Our new 
Administrative Assistant Diana 
Darling shared an idea of that and 
will be publishing an article on our 
website for that later this month.  
   The Triduum begins with Jesus 
stooping low in love and committing 
to washing the feet of those who will 
follow Him. Tri, three,  and duum, 
days,  means that the Holy Triduum 
ends on the Night of Easter Sunday. 
These three days starting  with the 
foot washing  begin with cleansing 
us entirely of the sin we have 
repented from during this lent. It is 
an outward and visible sign of 
grace, even though we know our sins 
are already completed in Jesus. The 
“doing this in remembrance” invites 
us to partake in a timeless space of 
mercy. 
     To the garden we go in our minds 
virtually—this is sometimes referred 
to as Gethsemane—to watch and 
wait through the silence of the night 
with Jesus while He prays to God for 
this cup to pass, but the Father's will 
be done. The prayer vigil continues 
through the dawn of Good Friday. 
      Good Friday is the “good” gift to 
us, but brutal anguish for God in 
Christ bearing our distance from 
God that results in sin so that we are 
forgiven and restored into a new life. 

   After the foot washing, we will 
carry all the ornate things out of the 
church, and the altar will be bare 
and cleansed; the kneelers, stands, 
cloths, and microphones will all be 
removed, the church will be left 
empty, representing the garden 
tomb. 
   After a brief time, the foot washing 
service will continue with the 
Tenebrae Service. The word 
Tenebrae means darkness; it is a 
service of darkness. We will 
extinguish 14 lit candles one by one 
after each reading until we are left 
in the dark. At this time, the altar of 
repose will be set with the 
communion elements offered before 
Footwashing. Our communion 
signifies the last meal eaten with 
Christ. Green plants are placed 
around the elements to represent 
the garden. The prayer vigil begins 
after the dismissal of the Tenebrae 
Service.  
   Anyone is welcome to watch and 
wait in silent prayer through the 
night. Please notify me if you'd like a 
time slot to pray for an hour. The 
prayer time offers a time and place 
to watch with Christ remembering; 
“thy will be done, not mine, but 
yours.”  (Luke 22:42). 
    The Prayer Vigil will end with the 
noon-thirty service on Good Friday. 
The Stations of the Cross will follow  
the end of the service with a short 
break in-between. The communion 
elements that remained on the altar 
of repose from Maundy Thursday 
will be offered during the Good 
Friday service, signifying the last 
communion with Christ during 



His Last Supper with us before he was crucified. The New Wine of Christ will be 
sanctified and received on Easter. 
     We will be celebrating the New Light of Christ that came into the World through 
the Paschal Candle's lighting, remembering the lights extinguished during the 
Tenebrae service just before the crucifixion. We will celebrate the Passover Lamb 
that has removed death and welcomed us into Eternal Life, celebrating our 
“ressurection Sunday” by becoming this World's eternal light and life,  offering our 
gifts through Christ as Mercy and Grace, Thanks be to God!



What is new on 
Hillcrest’s Campus?

Children’s Chapel
Daycare: 102 students
Preschool: 56 students
Baby Room:  4 new babies

Look for us on:
Facebook
Instagram
www.rrhillcrestumc.com
*Find full calendar under 
EVENTS on our website

Thank you to the Celebration of 
Life Team who have stepped up 
to help with funeral services.

Coming Soon!
Summer Fun Picnics - 4th 
Sundays 

Contemporary Services- 4th 
Sundays

Praise and Prayer- 5th Sunday
 
Hymn Sing with Healing Service 
following one night a month on 
3rd Wednesdays. 

May these events be a blessing, 
Just are you are a blessing.

http://www.rrhillcrestumc.com


Where can my light 
shine? 

Ways to get involved at your Hillcrest Campus
Scripture Readers
Production Team Members: Sound/Slides 
Musicians: Voices and Instrumental Talents 

Ways to support Hillcrest Childcare Ministry
Cute Bandaids 
Craft supplies
Shop with a teacher!

Ways to join the community life of our church: 

All events and gatherings listed in the News Category 
are open to all who would like to join. If you desire to 
become a member please contact Pastor Tracy.

Ways to be involved in the broader community of 
Elkhart 
http://www.suzannaskitchen.com/

Ways to be involved in the broader community of the 
World
Support Ukraine this is a hyperlink click here for information.

http://www.suzannaskitchen.com/
https://app.securegive.com/INUMC/supportukraine/donate/category


News 
Mission of the Month:
Susanna’s Kitchen

Game NIGHT! HCCM and Hillcrest getting  acquainted with our  
neighbors.
April  28, 2022 
5:30 pm -7:30pm

Primetrimers:
3rd Thursday Noon
April 21, 2022 
Please remember your $2.00 
donation.  Any further donations will be placed in the Samaritan  
Fund for those in need within our church. 

Circle of Friends 
Reorganizing soon. Please call Marilynn Anson for information.

L.I.F.T. Ladies in Fellowship Together
Monday on the 1st Tuesday of each month: 9 a,m.
Beginning again on April 5, 2022. Please join the ladies for a fun fellowship 
breakfast! 

The MAT Makers
The matmakers create sleeping mats for the homeless out of plastic grocery 
bags. 
Martha Sims—simsville3537@comcast.net 
Mary Herschberger—lmhersch@yahoo.com
Bev Slaughter—bjslgs@comcast.net



News 
Email and Correspondence
Please feel free to contact either Diana Darling: 
hillcrestchurch1957@gmail.com or Pastor Tracy 
tracy.roselove@inumc.org
Neither of them are in the office on Fridays, so if an email 
arrives at 4 p.m or after it will be addressed on Monday 
morning, Thank you. Please call either of us! 

Sacred Space
This is a lenten devotional that slowly walks us through 
scripture. Please bring your devotionals with you on Sundays 
and after the service at 11 a.m. we will engage in any discoveries, 
questions or thoughts you may have.

Alpha 11:30 a.m. Sunday
Please join us for a talk by Nicky Gumbel and great conversation: 
Topics this month
Who is the Holy Spirit?
What does the Holy Spirit do?
How can I be filled with the Holy Spirit? 
How can I make the most of the rest of my life?

Devotional Recording on Facebook
Please look for us on Facebook and click like and share! These 
are lenten devotions from our congregation. Enjoy!

Movie Nights
Please join us on Wednesdays for a light meal and a movie! We 
may continue this even after lent! So keep watch! 

Palm Sunday and Holy Week Practice
Meeting after Sunday Service on the 3rd on April

mailto:hillcrestchurch1957@gmail.com
mailto:tracy.roselove@inumc.org


Who’s who?
STAFF  
Pastor Tracy Rose-Love 
M-Th call anytime 9:15 a.m. to 
3:15 p.m. 
tracy.roselove@inumc.org 
574-904-3243 

Administrative Assistant: M-Th 
9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Diana Darling
574-264-3240
hillcrestchurch1957@gmail.co
m 

Hillcrest Community Childcare 
Ministry: 
Lori Loucks, Director 
574-266-7427 
hccmdir@gmail.com 

Director of Music: 
Jane Marie Shipley 
Finance Chair: 
Antonio Purciarele 
Ministry Council Chair: 
Diane Lewandowski 
Staff Parish Chair: 
Marilynn Anson
Trustee Chair: 
Gari Lewandowski 

WEEKLY SUNDAY SCHEDULE  
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 
10:30 a.m. HeBrew Café 
fellowship 11:00 a.m. Bible 
Study 
11:30 a.m. Alpha
12:00 p.m. El Refugio Church 
 4:00 p.m. Wednesday Movie 
Night
  

Readers:
April 3: Sharon Schafer
Isa. 43;16-21; Phil. 3:4b-14

April 10: Gari Lewandowski
Passion Litany 

April 17; Marilynn Anson
Acts 10:34-43; 1Cor. 15:19-26

April 24: Patty Moore
Acts 5:27-32; Rev. 1:4-8

Communion 
Stewards:
April 3: Terri Longacre & Mary 
Hershberger

April 10: Cathy Bloss & helper

April 17: Bob & Lorraine 
Whitmer

Community
meetings: 
~Trustees 4.11.22 7-8PM
~Ministry Council 4.18.22 5-7PM
~Mission Development 4.25.22 
4PM
~SPRC June


