MAKEUP ARTIST

LEGACY

FINDING OURSELVES BY JOURNEYING THROUGH
LUKE AND ACTS

Notes For This Book
This devotional study book was written to help guide you through the
Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles. These two books of the
Bible were written by the same person, Luke, and offer a glimpse
into the life of Jesus Christ and the ways the apostles lived after
Jesus ascended into heaven. Our desire in creating this guide is that
you are able to discover yourself in the pages of scripture. You will
see how Jesus paved the way for the disciples to spread the Gospel,
and then you will see how the apostles paved the way for us to
continue in their footsteps. These books of the Bible are our Legacy we get to pick up where they left off.
This study is designed to go through one chapter of the Bible each
day. Most days, you will be participating in the Lectio Divina method
of study, with other days using the SOAP method of study
(instructions for both methods are on the following pages). Here are
a couple of tips to set you up for success in your time of devotion:

Make sure you are somewhere quiet with no distractions
Have a pen and journal with you, maybe even a couple of
highlighters or markers
If you need music to focus, we recommend worship music
Pray before you begin your quiet time
Use a physical Bible instead of a digital Bible
If you do not have a physical Bible, let us know and
we will be happy to provide you one for free
Get comfortable; each of these devotions should take
you about 20 - 30 minutes

We hope that God reveals Himself to you in brand new ways through
this study. May you grow to see yourself in the scriptures and may
you feel empowered to live out your Legacy.

Lectio Divina Method
Most days will require you to do the Lectio Divina method of
devotions. This method treats the Bible as the Living Word of God
and focuses on quieting yourself to allow God to speak through a
specific passage. Lectio Divina is traditionally done in four parts:

Lectio = "Read"
Take time to read through the scripture passage multiple times, typically 2-3
times. Feel free to switch between different versions (NIV, NLT, ESV, The
Message, etc) if that helps you understand deeper. As you read through, write
down or circle words or short phrases that catch your attention.

Meditatio = "Meditate"
Focus your attention on the words or short phrases you identified during your
Lectio time. This is the part of the process where you invite the Holy Spirit to
help guide you through scripture. Use the words or short phrases as a starting
point and let your mind wander, thinking of ideas, feelings, pictures, places,
anything that these words or phrases bring to mind. Take your time on this step,
you should spend at least 5 minutes on this step. Write down what you want to
remember

Oratio = "Pray"
This is the part of the process where you listen to God. Why did He bring your
attention to this word or phrase? Why did you think of those ideas or feelings?
What does God want you to hear from this passage? What are you being called
to do, change, or leave behind? Write down what you hear from God.

Contemplatio = "Contemplate"
This final step involves simply resting in God’s presence. Set aside at least 5
minutes to be still and be aware of God’s work in your life. Thank Him for the
blessings in your life and what He has shown you in this time of devotion. This is
time to praise and worship God. Let it take as long as you’d like.

SOAP Method
Some days will require you to do the SOAP method of devotions. This
is a form of reading scripture that is intended to get you to slow
down and interact with the passage.
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for Scripture
Open your Bible to the assigned passage for the day. Read
through the passage and allow God to speak to you. When you are
done, look for a verse (or two) that stood out to you that day.
Write that verse out by hand.

for Observation
What do you think God is saying to you in this scripture? Ask the
Holy Spirit to teach you and reveal Jesus to you. What is
happening in this passage? Who is the audience? Are there any
specific words that are repeated? What stands out to you?

for Application
Personalize what you have read, by asking yourself how it applies
to your life right now. What is God saying to you today? How can
you apply what you read to your personal life? What changes
could you make in your life? Is there an action you need to take?

for Prayer
This can be as simple as asking God to help you use this scripture,
or it may be a greater insight on what He may be revealing to you.
Remember, prayer is a two-way conversation, so be sure to listen
to what God has to say! Write down anything God lays on your
heart during your prayer time.

Luke 1
This is a long passage, I promise all of the days won’t be this long. But I thought it was really
important to keep this chapter together because each section of this chapter leads
perfectly into the next part of the story. When you read this, I want you to do 2 things.
First, I want you to picture yourself as each of these people. Put yourself in Mary’s shoes,
imagine you are her cousin, Elizabeth. Then, I want you to think of a time when God
unexpectedly blessed you and write your own song of praise to God. It doesn’t have to be a
song that rhymes or even goes to music, just write down your feelings about that moment
and how thankful you are for God’s blessing!

Lectio Divina

Lectio = "Read"

Meditatio = "Meditate"

Oratio = "Pray"

Contemplatio = "Contemplate"

Luke 2
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Luke 3
In this chapter, you’ll find the genealogy of Jesus. This is Jesus’ family tree, it starts with
Jesus and Joseph, then goes all the way back to Adam and then God! For today’s activity, I
want you to mark every name in Jesus’ family tree that you know. This might only be a
couple of names, like Jesus and God, or it might be a lot of names. Many of these men have
incredible stories written in the pages of the Bible. As you have free time, look up each of
these men and see what the Bible has to say about them. See how long it takes you to mark
off every single name in this list…it’s not an easy task! Then, think about all of the names that
have lived between Jesus and your name!

Lectio Divina

Lectio = "Read"

Meditatio = "Meditate"

Oratio = "Pray"

Contemplatio = "Contemplate"

Luke 4
This chapter begins with Jesus facing temptation. It shows how much we have in common
with Jesus, which is a weird concept to think about. The Son of God felt and experienced a
lot of the same things that we feel today. Right after His temptation, we read the story
about how Jesus was rejected by His hometown, so much so that they literally wanted to
toss Him off a cliff to get rid of Him. Maybe nobody has ever tried to throw us off of a cliff,
but we have definitely felt rejection from people close to us. Your friends, your school, your
church, maybe even your family. Rejection is hard, but Christ experienced the rejection of
earth so that He would never have to reject us from His love. Identify all of the different
experiences in this passage that you may have felt before in your life and then realize that
Jesus has felt them, too.

Lectio Divina

Lectio = "Read"

Meditatio = "Meditate"

Oratio = "Pray"

Contemplatio = "Contemplate"

Luke 5
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Luke 6
At the end of this passage, there is a story about two builders: one who has built his house
on sand, and one who has built his house on rock. The one on rock is solid, but the one on
sand is unstable and breaks down easily. Think about the things that you think are important
in your life. Have you built those things on rock, so that they are sturdy and will continue to
grow, or have you built them on sand so that they will only be important for a moment but
could be eliminated in another moment? Do you need to make adjustments about what is
built on rock or what is built on sand? Where would you place your faith in Jesus? What do
you need to change in your life to make sure that your faith in Jesus is set up to grow and
remain strong?

Lectio Divina

Lectio = "Read"

Meditatio = "Meditate"

Oratio = "Pray"

Contemplatio = "Contemplate"

Luke 7
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Luke 8
This chapter is full of parables and miracles that all tie together. In the middle of this
passage, we find a couple of verses telling a story about how Mary, the mother of Jesus,
and His brothers come to talk to Him. Instead, Jesus says that His family is seated right in
front of Him. Let’s focus on this verse because it isn’t Jesus rejecting His mother and
brothers, instead it shows just how much He loves us and those around Him. It could have
been very easy to tell people to leave or back away to make room for His family, most other
people probably would have done that. But instead, He views us all as His family, not
judging us based on if we are rich or poor or how the world might attempt to categorize us.
He knows that His message of love and redemption is for the entirety of the world and He
took advantage of every opportunity He had to spread that message to any who would
listen.

Lectio Divina

Lectio = "Read"

Meditatio = "Meditate"

Oratio = "Pray"

Contemplatio = "Contemplate"

Luke 9
In this chapter, we begin to see just how challenging it can be to be a disciple of Jesus. In
one moment, Jesus is blessing the disciples with the ability to drive out demons and cure
diseases. They are witnessing and performing miracles in their everyday life. Imagine how
insane that would be, to just walk into school on a random Tuesday and your teacher
decides that it’s your turn to teach the class. It would be a weird reality of life to live, but
this is what the disciples experienced all the time. But it’s not all fun and rainbows. We also
see the challenging conversations they were having with Jesus, where He tries to explain
who He is, what He came to do, and what it means to truly live a life following Him. Life as a
Christian is hard, really hard. Some of us have experienced that in ways that can really
tempt us to leave it all behind. This is a chapter that is like water on a hot day. It reminds us
that we are not the first ones to feel how hard it can be to follow Jesus. It’s ok to feel
exhausted by our calling sometimes, Jesus never said that life with Him would be easy, but
He promised us that it would be worth it; eternally worth it.

Lectio Divina

Lectio = "Read"

Meditatio = "Meditate"

Oratio = "Pray"

Contemplatio = "Contemplate"

Luke 10
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Luke 11
This might be the Christian version of telling you there is no Santa Claus, but, for those of
you who do not already know: Jonah and the whale is not a true story. I know, I’m sorry for
childhoods I just ruined. But this chapter talks about what’s really going on in the book of
Jonah. Jonah was a prophecy for Jesus! The fish was a symbol for Jesus spending 3 days in
the tomb. Here, we see that Jesus is having a similar conversation to the one you are
reading right now. This would have been a very well-known prophecy for those listening to
Him preach, sort of like how the story of Cinderella is a really well-known story for us. Jesus
hinting that He is Jonah would be about as crazy as if I were to tell you that I am Cinderella
(I’m not). This is a relatively easy jump for our minds to make because we know the whole
story of Jesus, but for those hearing this for the first time, this would be a hard message to
hear. Try to put yourself into the shoes of the crowd and let your mind be blown by how
many prophecies Jesus fulfilled just by living and dying for us. So, no, Jonah isn’t a true
story…but praise God that Jesus is the truest story of all time!

Lectio Divina

Lectio = "Read"

Meditatio = "Meditate"

Oratio = "Pray"

Contemplatio = "Contemplate"

Luke 12
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Luke 13
This chapter is incredibly unique but also incredibly important. The majority of the passage is
stuff we are used to seeing: Jesus performing miracles and correcting those who have the
wrong idea of what it means to believe in God. But I want to focus on the very end of this
passage. It’s one of the few passages where we see just how much being the Messiah, the
one who has come to save the world, is breaking His heart. He spends every second of His
time on earth teaching and bringing others to salvation. But, here, at the end of this
passage, we catch a glimpse at His heart. He knows His life is on the line, He must have
been exhausted, and yet His heart for the unsaved never quits. He knows how broken the
world around Him is and it would be so easy to just take a break, but instead He pushes on
because of His deep love for His people. How lucky are we to have a Savior that never
quits on us!

Lectio Divina

Lectio = "Read"

Meditatio = "Meditate"

Oratio = "Pray"

Contemplatio = "Contemplate"

Luke 14
Right in the middle of this chapter, we find a parable that honestly could be written about
any of us. Sometimes, as Christians, we get so caught up in attending church and youth
group and hanging out with our church friends that we almost forget the whole point of
being a Christian in the first place: to tell others about Jesus. When was the last time you
talked to somebody about Jesus? Probably not within the last week, maybe not even within
the last month. We are so busy inviting our Christian friends to our banquets and we are
completely ignoring the people around us who so desperately want a taste of what we
have. The next time somebody invites you to their banquet, think about who you know that
you could bring with you. We can’t forget the promise we made when we became
Christians: to share this love of Christ with the rest of the world.

Lectio Divina

Lectio = "Read"

Meditatio = "Meditate"

Oratio = "Pray"

Contemplatio = "Contemplate"

Luke 15
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Luke 16
What a way to start a chapter, right? I remember a time in elementary school when I was
mad at my brothers because they would not share their ice cream with me, then I turned
right around and refused to share my lemonade with my friend who lived next door. Why is
it that we get so upset when we are treated unfairly, but often we don’t notice when we are
treating others unfairly? Or worse, we get mad when we are accused of treating others
unfairly, refusing to even think that’s something we are capable of. Read over this parable
a couple of times and let yourself really sink into how uncomfortable it makes you feel. Try
to wake up every day remembering this feeling of uncomfortableness and let it inspire the
way you face every situation you encounter throughout the day. Forgive the times you face
unfairness and let yourself be willing to be called out when you are behaving unfairly.

Lectio Divina

Lectio = "Read"

Meditatio = "Meditate"

Oratio = "Pray"

Contemplatio = "Contemplate"

Luke 17
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Luke 18
At the end of this chapter, we read about a story where Jesus encounters a blind man. The
blind man addresses Jesus as “Son of David.” Over this Summer, Quake spent a lot of time
talking about the life of David, including some of his mistakes. How incredible is it that God
redeemed David’s story so much that, even in the time of Jesus, people knew that the
Savior of the world would come from David’s family. The line the man keeps saying, “Son of
David, have mercy on me,” is even a nod to David’s history. David experienced great mercy
from God, because he deserved extreme punishment but instead God showed Him
compassion and redeemed him. The Son of David is going to carry out that same mercy, but
this time it is for the rest of the world. If somebody were going to talk about God’s legacy in
your life, what would they say? What is God constantly giving you over and over again,
leaving His stamp on your life?

Lectio Divina

Lectio = "Read"

Meditatio = "Meditate"

Oratio = "Pray"

Contemplatio = "Contemplate"

Luke 19
In this chapter, you will see that we have come to the part of Luke that begins to tell the
story of Holy Week; the last week that Jesus spent on earth with us. We are going to be
encountering some very familiar stories that some of you have probably heard no less than
a dozen times in your life. Take extra time before each devotion to ask God to open your
eyes as if you were reading this story for the very first time. Our God is a mighty God and
this is a story of incredible love. It can be so easy to get numb to the details of this story as
we hear them over the years of our lives. Pray against that numbness, ask God to help you
feel every word for the very first time. Let your soul encounter Christ’s sacrifice in a brand
new way. As you wrap up this chapter, imagine yourself participating in the parade that
Jesus experienced. Set aside a few moments of your day to go outside and lay a blanket on
the ground as if you were laying it before God. Then, lay yourself down on that blanket and
let it become a symbol for laying your life down in worship of a God who loves you so much.
Live in this act of worship for as long as you can.

Lectio Divina

Lectio = "Read"

Meditatio = "Meditate"

Oratio = "Pray"

Contemplatio = "Contemplate"

Luke 20
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Luke 21
As you know, this chapter takes place during Jesus’ final week on earth. However, this part
of the story might be a little unfamiliar to you because it’s not typically part that we talk
about in church during Holy Week. While this whole chapter holds a lot of wisdom, I want to
draw your attention to the last couple of verses in this chapter. We know what Jesus was
facing in the next couple of days: betrayal, arrest, trial, and eventually death on a cross. He
definitely had a lot on His mind. Still, He spent every last second of His time before all of this
took place teaching in the temple and praying by Himself. Even though He knew exactly
what the next few days had in store, He didn’t waste a single moment that could have been
spent saving others. The same Jesus that never quit on His people then, still never quits on
us now. He knows the struggles we will face and yet He never stops finding ways to show
us His great love. May we never waste a single second of the life He has given us.

Lectio Divina

Lectio = "Read"

Meditatio = "Meditate"

Oratio = "Pray"

Contemplatio = "Contemplate"

Luke 22
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Luke 23
This is a challenging chapter to encounter. The truth of what happened to Jesus, our Savior
and friend, is gruesome. The one person in the history of the world who was perfect and
without sin faced the greatest injustice that this world has ever seen. He took on the weight
of our sin and suffered so that we could spend eternity with Him. When I was growing up, I
always thought that people would say things iike this to make me feel guilty. Like “look at
what Jesus did for you, you better not sin anymore.” But that’s not what it is at all. Instead,
it’s the greatest act of love I could ever comprehend and constantly leaves me in awe and
wonder. Instead, I think “look at what Jesus did for me, I am so humbled that He loves me
so much, I better spend every second worshipping Him!” While this chapter may stir up
some difficult emotions in you, I challenge you to embrace them. Let your heart be humbled
by the love of our Savior and let your praises rise to God with every breath you take,
knowing each breath is a gift made possible because of what Jesus endured in this chapter.
Let this chapter be a love letter from God, to you.

Lectio Divina

Lectio = "Read"

Meditatio = "Meditate"

Oratio = "Pray"

Contemplatio = "Contemplate"

Luke 24 & Acts 1
Brace yourself, this is another long one, but it’s worth it! The reason these 2 chapters are
together on the same day is because, as you’ll notice, they tell a lot of the same story. This is
because the person who wrote the Gospel of Luke also wrote the Book of Acts. This is one
of the only places in the Bible where we see this kind of continuation. The story ends in the
Gospel of Luke when Jesus leaves the picture, and then picks back up again in the Book of
Acts with what the apostles do after Jesus is gone. For these chapters, I want you make a
timeline of events. Identify the similarities between the chapters, and then make sure you
notice what is unique for each chapter, too. Notice how one sets up the other to continue
the story!

Luke 24

Acts 1

Acts 2
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Acts 3
This chapter is one of the most exciting because, in it, we see one of the first miracles of the
New Testament performed by somebody other than Jesus. There are two things I need you
to pay attention to in this chapter. First, that Peter and John don’t heal the man and then
just leave him on his own. Instead, the man goes with them and they continue to use the
miracle to glorify God. Sometimes, we can be tempted to think that all we have to do is tell
somebody about Jesus once and that’s good enough. What we see here is that we have to
build and invest in the relationship, not just sprinkle some Jesus and walk away. Bringing
others to Christ means being available for discipleship. Second, don’t lose sight of the fact
that Peter and John are just ordinary people, yet they performed this incredible miracle
through the power of the Holy Spirit. The same power that lived in Peter and John, and
thousands of believers before us, lives in us today. How does remembering that fact change
the way you live your life? Whatever you have to do to remind yourself of the Holy Spirit in
you, do it…every day.

Lectio Divina

Lectio = "Read"

Meditatio = "Meditate"

Oratio = "Pray"

Contemplatio = "Contemplate"

Acts 4
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Acts 5
When I was little, my Sunday School teacher used to use the story of Ananias and Sapphira
to scare us into behaving. She would always say, “see, if you lie, you die!” Clearly, she
wasn’t my favorite Sunday School teacher, but I realize that she wasn’t really that far off.
When we read this story in this chapter, our first reaction is that it seems a bit harsh to just
drop dead. But, if we think deeper, we have to ask ourselves the question: when did we
stop viewing our sin as something that deserves harsh punishment? If sin wasn’t a big deal,
then why would Jesus have come to suffer the most horrific death on earth to save us from
it? Today, we have become numb to the fact that our sins have real consequences, because
we are so comfortable with the idea that Jesus has already forgiven them. While this is true,
and we no longer have to live under the burden that our sins bring us, we can’t forget that
what happened to Ananias and Sapphira is absolutely what we deserve. Without Jesus, this
story could easily be written about us every single day, probably multiple times per day.
Pray that we would be able to understand what we deserve so that we can truly be
grateful for the grace that we receive through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Lectio Divina

Lectio = "Read"

Meditatio = "Meditate"

Oratio = "Pray"

Contemplatio = "Contemplate"

Acts 6
On the surface, this chapter might seem unimportant. I would like to argue that it’s one of
the most relatable chapters in the entire book of Acts. In the first half of the chapter, we
see that the church back then was struggling with some of the same issues that we are still
struggling with today. You see, the disciples were taking their mission to spread the Gospel
very seriously, but they were also realizing that they had focused too heavily on one part of
their mission and had started to neglect the other parts: to care for those who are in need.
How often do we get so wrapped up in one part of our lives that we completely forget
another? Like how we focus too much on our sports or our music and we forget a major
school assignment. As Christians, we still experience this today. But the first church had a
perfect solution: they held each other accountable. Before it got too out of hand, members
of the church spoke up and called attention to the problem, then they all worked together to
come up with a solution right away. Instead of getting defensive, the church leaders
welcomed the conversation and wanted to do better. We have so much to learn from this
chapter: we have to make sure we aren’t too focused on one thing that we forget to care
for others, we have to make sure we are willing to speak up when we see injustices taking
place, and we have to be willing to be held accountable when we are falling short.

Lectio Divina

Lectio = "Read"

Meditatio = "Meditate"

Oratio = "Pray"

Contemplatio = "Contemplate"

Acts 7
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Acts 8
This chapter is a little bit bittersweet. It’s bitter because we have just experienced
Stephen’s death and what a tragedy that was for the early church. But we also see so many
different stories about how the church was growing. One of my favorite stories in the entire
Bible is found in this chapter, with Philip and the Ethiopian. This story is so powerful because
it shows the Ethiopian’s passion for understanding scripture and it also shows Philip’s
willingness to listen to the nudge of the Holy Spirit, even though he didn’t know the situation
he was waiting for. I often wish that I had the same level of passion about scripture as the
Ethiopian. He knew what he was reading was important, but he also knew he didn’t
understand it and that he wouldn’t be able to understand it on his own. Sometimes we can
be arrogant about our Christianity, unwilling to admit when something doesn’t make sense
to us. Pray for God to make us more like the Ethiopian in this passage: willing to admit when
we are lost and passionate to seek out help to get us back on track. When we acknowledge
our shortcomings, we open up the door for God to come into our lives and work. Imagine the
kind of growth we will experience when we stop trying to pretend like we have it all
together and learn to rely on God instead! We might just be ready for a spontaneous
baptism like Philip and the Ethiopian.

Lectio Divina

Lectio = "Read"

Meditatio = "Meditate"

Oratio = "Pray"

Contemplatio = "Contemplate"

Acts 9
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Acts 10
When you think of Acts, you probably think of Paul, right? I know that I do. But have you
ever noticed how much of Acts is actually about other apostles? Take this chapter, for
example: it’s entirely about Peter! While it may be easy to get wrapped up in the
strangeness of the stories in this chapter, don’t let yourself skip over verse 15: “do not call
anything impure that God has made clean.” I think this is a message that we can never get
tired of hearing. Sometimes the world can persuade us to focus on all our unworthy; all of
the sins we have committed and all of sins we are going to commit. Even worse, sometimes
we are guilty of judging others because of the sins we know they struggle with, viewing
ourselves as better than them because at least we don’t struggle with that. This verse
speaks directly against that. We don’t have to view ourselves as unworthy anymore. Christ
has made the ultimate sacrifice for us and He has made us clean so that we can live in
eternity with Him. Likewise, He has made that same sacrifice for others. Christ’s love is
unending and available to all who receive His forgiveness. In the times when it can be easy
to be burdened by how unworthy we have been, take time to remind yourself that God has
already made you clean and you are not unclean anymore. Instead, the only name you
possess is: His.

Lectio Divina

Lectio = "Read"

Meditatio = "Meditate"

Oratio = "Pray"

Contemplatio = "Contemplate"

Acts 11
This is your second time hearing about Peter’s vision. What stands out this time around that
you might have missed the first time around? Is there anything that bothers you this time?
What about something that unexpectedly encourages you? The privilege of scripture is that
sometimes we encounter instances like this, where we get the same story back to back (we
faced something similar in Luke 24 and Acts 1), only just slightly different. It makes you
think: why is this in here again? If all scripture is God-breathed, then you would think He
would know when He’s repeating Himself. Well, the good news is: He does know, and it’s
usually for a very good reason. You see, this story is an odd one. On the surface, it’s a weird
vision, but digging deeper it’s a very relevant commentary on humanity. We get so hung up
on division, determining for ourselves who we believe qualifies for what. When we first read
this vision, we focused on the freedom of not dwelling in our past uncleanliness. What is God
drawing your attention to this time? I pray that every time you read this vision of Peter’s
that God highlights something brand new for you. I pray that even if you read this vision 50
times that you find 50 new things to embrace as you seek to pursue Christ’s heart for
humanity. This is the timeless gift of scripture: it is alive and constantly giving life to our
faith, all we have to do is breathe it in.

Lectio Divina

Lectio = "Read"

Meditatio = "Meditate"

Oratio = "Pray"

Contemplatio = "Contemplate"

Acts 12
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Acts 13
One of the smallest details in this chapter is actually one of the most important. In verse 9,
we see a small comment: “Saul, who was also called Paul”…this is the first time in all of
scripture that Saul is called Paul and then he is never called Saul ever again the rest of the
Bible. For such a huge detail, you would think it would be highlighted a bit more. Saul, who
we have learned was known for persecuting Christians mercilessly, and who also saw face
a life-altering intervention from God, has officially shed the shame of his name. In the last
few chapters, we have read the message over and over again that we are no longer tied
down by the sins of our past, for we have found freedom in the forgiveness and sacrifice of
Jesus Christ. Here, we witness the shedding of Paul’s old self and the birth of the new
creation he has become in Christ. Later, Paul himself will write a beautiful piece of scripture
found in a letter to the Corinthians: “if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: the
old has gone, the new is here!” (2 Corinthians 5:17) In this chapter, we are witnessing the
first time in scripture when Paul experiences this reality for himself. The old is gone, the new
is here! What I love about how this happens in Acts 13 is that this new name is tucked into
other verses, seemingly unimportant. Sometimes when God changes us into a new creation,
it isn’t in the most obvious or elaborate of moments. Sometimes, even when we have huge
moments of revelation, the permanent change is subtler and happens a little bit later. Saul,
who is also called Paul, and is never called Saul ever again. May you never be held back by
your old self ever again, the new is here!

Lectio Divina

Lectio = "Read"

Meditatio = "Meditate"

Oratio = "Pray"

Contemplatio = "Contemplate"

Acts 14
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Acts 15
At the end of this chapter, we see a pretty intense scene. Paul and Barnabas, who had
been mission partners for a long time, face a disagreement so strong that it ends their
partnership then and there. If you’re reading this and wondering why on earth a fight
between two pastors is in the Bible, keep reading. You see, Paul and Barnabas were
undoubtedly both men of God and truly thought they had the correct opinion. You’ve been
in this situation before, maybe with a friend or sibling, and no matter what the other person
said you stood firm in the fact that your opinion was the correct one. What’s important in
this story is not that Paul and Barnabas disagreed and split up; disagreements happen all
the time, often with this same result. What’s important here is that they both continued on
their ministry despite their disagreement. Yes, they were separate, but they both knew it
was their mission was to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ and they didn’t let their own
personality clash get in the way of what God had called them to do. When we face
disagreements, especially with people in the church, we can be tempted to just give up on
the church for a while. If we follow in Barnabas and Paul’s footsteps, we can see that is not
the correct decision. Disagreements should never distract us from the path God has placed
us on. People will walk beside us for a season, but if God is pulling two people in separate
directions, the best decision that we can do is to both follow where God is leading, even if
that means we don’t go together anymore. It can be a hard decision, choosing to follow God
instead of sticking with our friends. I’m sure this disagreement was painful for Barnabas and
Paul. But they stood firm in what God called them to do and even respected each other
more because of it. If you are feeling like God might be calling you in a different direction, I
pray that you would be brave enough to trust Him, even if it seems scary.
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Acts 16
This chapter contains one of the craziest stories in the book of Acts, but you have to
absolutely love it. Paul and Silas are in prison and it’s not looking good for them. Instead of
choosing to feel bad for themselves, angry about the situation they are in, or starting to
panic about what might be next for them, they just spend the entire time singing and
worshipping God! I have never been in prison, and I would like to think that my faith would
be strong enough to spend the entire time singing, but realistically I know myself and I
know I would be leaning more into the panic side of things. Instead, their worship causes an
earthquake, enough to shake the jail cells open. Imagine yourself as the guard in this
situation: if all of your prisoners escaped on your watch, especially 2 important prisoners like
Paul and Silas, you would freak out too. But even the way that Paul and Silas remain in their
cells speaks to their faith. I have faced situations much less serious than this and I can
honestly say that my faith has shaken sometimes because I was afraid of what would
happen if I wasn’t in control. Every day, I pray for faith as radical as Paul and Silas in jail. I
want to be able to praise God, even from sitting in jail. I want to choose to trust in God,
even when a tempting door opens up in front of me. Will you be brave enough to pray for
faith like Paul and Silas in your life?
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Acts 18
If you pay close attention, you will notice some entertaining contrast in this chapter. The
first half of the chapter shows Paul’s frustration with the Jews he keeps encountering, so
much so that he even says he’s only going to preach to Gentiles from now on. A bit extreme,
but I think we have all been there at some point in our lives: so frustrated with one certain
group we swear we will never interact with them again. Of course, that never lasts, but it’s
comforting so see that Pail experiences the same kind of frustrations we feel today. In the
second half of the chapter, we meet Apollos: a Jew with a passion for scripture and sharing
the Gospel. You see the contrast? Where Paul is lacking, in comes Apollos with a passion to
do the very thing that Paul is struggling to accomplish. This happens all the time, but we
don’t often get to see it play out so clearly like this. We are called to share the Gospel, but
we are also human and we all have our own individual strengths and weaknesses. This is
what makes us unique, beautifully woven together by God, because what I lack God has
created somebody to thrive, and where I thrive may be an area where another lacks. Paul
and Apollos show us just how God can use different people in different ways to accomplish
the same goal. We are not called to be everything to everybody. Let us ask God to make us
brave with the strengths He has given us, and let us be humble enough to let others come
aside where we are weak.
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Acts 20
It’s ok to laugh when you read the story about Eutychus, I find that I almost always do.
Picture this: you’re in church, and the pastor’s sermon is a little bit boring, and you find
yourself falling asleep. I did this a few times when I was younger and every single time my
mom would whack my on the arm with the bulletin and tell me to pay attention or I wouldn’t
be allowed to take a VeggieTales movie home from the library that week (pretty good
incentive, huh?). Well imagine that instead of getting whacked on the arm, you fall out of a
window and DIE. You would think that if you are sitting in a window, you would try extra
hard to not fall asleep, right? I often ask God why this story is in the Bible, because it is so
ridiculous, and the best answer I can come up with is: sometimes life is just ridiculous. There
are a few stories like this in the Bible that make you scratch your head and wonder why
they are included, but I truly believe that these stories are present to show that God knows
life is full of ridiculous moments, just as much as serious ones, and He wants us to know that
those moments are ok, too. If you’ll notice, Eutychus is raised from the dead by the end of
this story. So, we see that, even in the ridiculous moments of life, God is still glorified! I
challenge you to seek God in the ridiculous moments of your life. The sillier the better. We
might forget to look for God in the random moments throughout our day, but if we continue
to forget to seek Him out in those moments, we might be missing the miracles right in front
of our eyes.
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Acts 21
There is another little moment in this chapter that I want to make sure you do not miss.
Verse 9 talks about 4 unmarried women, daughters of Philip, who were prophets. There is
so much going in such a simple, short verse. You’ll remember that Philip is the man who
listened to the nudge of the Holy Spirit and ended up helping the Ethiopian understand the
Gospel, to the point where he then baptized the Ethiopian on the side of the road. Here we
see that, not only did Philip have incredible faith, but it appears to have run in the family
because 4 of his unmarried daughters have the gift of prophecy. This is important on two
levels. First, back then, churches believed that women, especially unmarried women, did not
have a valuable role in society. Second, many in the culture of the time also believed that
women were forbidden to preach. In fact, many churches to this day even still hold this
belief. This verse is important because it shows that God not only values women, but He
blesses them with the same gifts He blesses men. To God, there is no Jew or Gentile, male or
female, instead He just sees members of One Body and blesses those members of the body
with gifts to be used to bring Him glory.
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Acts 23
In this chapter, we see Paul getting arrested and facing the Sanhedrin. You don’t have to
look carefully to see that there are a lot of similarities between Paul’s story and the story of
Jesus. Both men are arrested because they are a threat to what the Jews believe to be
true, both men have no real accusations against them of anything they have done wrong,
both men still have to face a furious Sanhedrin who are determined to do whatever it takes
to kill them. The difference in the stories is slight, but significant. Jesus came and had to die
for the salvation of the world. Therefore, Pilate was overwhelmed by the pressure from the
Jewish leaders and eventually handed Jesus over to them to be executed. On the other
hand, Paul is spared from the plot the Jews have formed against him. God provides a way
out in the form of Paul’s nephew, who overhears the plot and eventually plays a role in
getting Paul transferred somewhere safer. In our lives, we will face many hardships, and it
may be that we may not clearly see a way out. We may even notice similarities between our
lives and Jesus’. Sharing the Gospel is not an easy mission, Paul’s story still has some rough
water ahead, but he never lost faith that God would be beside him every step of the way.
As you go through each day, no matter how easy or hard it may be, try to find at least one
way that God showed up beside you. When you become aware of God’s presence in your
life, even the biggest trials don’t seem so scary.
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Acts 25
Things are starting to get a bit heated for Paul. At the end of this chapter, we see an
interesting interaction between Festus and King Agrippa. It’s clear that Festus is feeling
similarly to how Pilate felt about Jesus: at a loss for how to punish a man who has done
nothing wrong. But I’d like to draw your attention to verse 19. Festus is explaining Paul’s
evangelism about Jesus, but you can tell that he is confused: “some points…about a dead
man named Jesus who Paul says is alive.” Can you picture this conversation taking place
today? Try imagining that conversation even taking place back then! The Good News of
Jesus is still brand new, many people haven’t heard it before and, when they do hear it, the
reaction Festus has is a normal one. Stating the facts about Jesus makes for a peculiar
story: a dead man named Jesus who Paul says is alive. You can hear the skepticism in his
words. But the story of Jesus goes beyond just facts. Without the power of the Holy Spirit,
the love of God, and the miraculous redemption of Jesus’ blood, what’s the point? The
Gospel requires radical faith, to believe the impossible. Otherwise, we’re left scratching our
heads, like Festus, about a dead man named Jesus who Paul says is alive.
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Acts 27
In movies, there is often a common moment where one person says, “at least it can’t get any
worse,” and then, without fail, it almost immediately gets worse. This chapter reminds me of
that moment in a movie. Paul’s life has been pretty rough recently and, just when you think it
can’t possibly get any worse, the ship he is sailing on gets caught in this terrible storm and
wrecks. To make matters worse, Paul warned against this very thing. I can imagine it took a
lot of self-restraint for Paul not to roll his eyes and mumble, “I told you so” when his warning
proved true. Instead, as a prisoner, he still prioritizes delivering God’s words and saving
everybody on board. Think about how selfless you would have to be, to save those who
were holding you captive and who had only ever treated you like the prisoner they saw you
as. I challenge you to read through this story again and make note of all the times when you
would have given up, just in this story alone. I counted 6 times for myself. What we can
learn from Paul’s faith, no matter his circumstances, is that his vision never once left God’s.
He could have given up so many times and might have had an easier life because of it. But
his faith never wavered, quitting was never an option for Paul because he knew that
whatever was ahead of him would always be worth it as long as he kept his sight set on
God. We have never been promised an easy life, but we have been promised an Eternal
Life, and that is worth every single hardship we may have to endure. Today, pray for faith
like Paul in the middle of the storm: patient and unshakeable.
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