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In the fourth book of the New Testament, we read these words: 
 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life 
was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 
not overcome it... 9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the 
world… 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen 
his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. – Book of John, Chapter One 
 

     In the United States, we are embarked on a great holy war not with human enemies of America but with the idea 
that the above statements are not true. Was Jesus really God’s Word and human? Was he really the light of the world? 
Was he really the maker of all things that have been made? Was he really the one who was truly full of grace and 
truth? Did he really come to us? 
 
     The book of John clearly states that Jesus was and is the physical embodiment of the Word of God – the active, 
interactive, creative, personal power of God that leads and saves us. This Jesus left the comforts of heaven and the 
immediate presence of God the Father and Spirit, to dwell on Earth to lead and save us. He left the comfort and 
security of that heavenly realm to suffer and die for us and to be raised from the dead for us.  
     This Jesus then said, according to John 13:34-35, “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved 
you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 
The holy war we are in attacks from both directions: 1) It attacks us at the belief level, causing us to doubt the reality 
of Jesus’ being and actions; and 2) For those who say they do believe, it attacks us at the level of our love for one 
another. 
 

     For this Christmas and New Year’s season, then, be strong in the Lord 
by renewing your mind with full belief and trust in Jesus as you interact 
with His life and words at church and at home as you saturate yourself 
with the Bible’s declarations. And, be strong in the Lord by renewing 
your commitment to love those around you with the kind of dedication 
that Jesus had, by declaring: “I will leave my own comfort for the sake of 
suffering for and with others, that in doing so we might all be saved by 
the matchless, eternal power of Jesus!” That’s how we win the war and 
show the world what God is like! Amen! 

 -Pastor Nathan Custer 

From Pastor Nathan Custer: 

Service Times 

Contemporary Service 
Contemporary 

9:00 am 

Traditional Service 10:30 am 

Saturday Service 6:00 pm 
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Upcoming Events 

On Saturday, December 15th from 9:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M. let the United Methodist 
Women help you with your Christmas baking. We will have homemade cookies 
available for sale at $7.00 Per pound. In addition, bring your children to have 
breakfast and a picture with Santa. We have seating's at 9:00, 10:00 or 11:00 that 
morning. You must make reservations for the Breakfast by December 12th. Please call 
Billie Norris at (614) 531-0009 to make your reservations. Cost for the Breakfast is 
$6.00, paid at the door. 

Cookie Sale & Breakfast With Santa 

Christmas Eve Services 
On Monday December 24th we will have two Christmas Eve 
Candle Light services; the first one at 5:00pm will be our 
contemporary service in the FLC with music from our praise band 
and 7:00pm will be our traditional service in the Sanctuary with 
music from our Choir. 

The Tuesday Morning Men's Breakfast Group is having 
their annual Christmas breakfast at Der Dutchman on 
Tuesday, December 18 at 7:30 am. You can order from 
the menu or do the buffet.   Everyone is invited, It’s 
not just a couple’s event, nobody requires a date to 
attend. Hope to see you all there!      

Annual Breakfast at Der Dutchman 

Fudge Sale 
The UMW will be making fudge at church on Tues. Dec. 4th at 9 am. and packing it on Sat. Dec. 8th at 
9am. Plain chocolate, chocolate with nuts and peanut butter fudge will be made, and sold for $7 per pound. 
Half pound packages will be $4. Fudge can be purchased on Sundays starting Dec. 9th, and on Sat. Dec. 
15th from 9am to noon at the Breakfast with Santa & Cookie Sale.  

Westland High School Front Marquee 

Being in partnership with our community and our schools as an outreach of the church is so important to 
our overall church mission.  Our tutoring and mentoring connection has been such a blessing to the schools 
we are able to support thus far with volunteers ready and able to connect with our community kids.  And 
additionally, our connection with the Westland Area Business Association helps us stay connected with all 
the wonderful things happening in our area.   
 
In a recent communication received from the Principal of Westland High School, we are given yet another 
opportunity to be a blessing for the children and our area of town.  As you may already be aware, the 
Westland High School marquee front has not worked in many years.  Jim Miller, Principal at Westland 
High School says, “I am in the process of raising funds in order to purchase just a replaceable 
communications board to adhere to the current marquee.  The new board would allow WHS to improve 
our communication with parents and with the community.”   
 
Mr. Miller is requesting donations from any individuals who may be willing to partner with him to 
purchase this sign.   As we know ourselves a project like this can be very expensive and we can appreciate 
their need to reach out to the public for assistance.  Financial support, of any amount will be beneficial 
towards the total cost of the signage.  He has reached out to the business community as well as multiple 
partners such as Columbia Heights.   
 
God graces each of us with various ways in which we can be a blessing to others and our congregation never 
ceases to amaze me with the generosity in their hearts.  If this idea speaks to you individually and you are 
interested in making a donation toward this 
effort, please contact Jim Miller at 614-801-7000 
or you can contact our church office for 
assistance.  Bless you for your prayers for this 
project and for our Communities In Schools 
outreach! 
-Suzie Smith-Rios 
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Hello Everyone,  
 

Kid Quote for this Issue:  
Child “C”, “Guess What? In a couple weeks I’m going to have a baby brother!” Staff said, “Cool! What will 
his name be?” Child, “Well, I am going to ask him if he likes cookies. And if he does, I’m going to call him 
cookie!” 
 

News to Share: 
 

Our 49th Annual Open House was a huge success. Over 45 families attended. They saw examples of children’s 
artwork, activities specific to each classroom, met with staff members and socialized with each other. A great 
time was had by all. 
 

The fall 2018 ELA was completed and results shared with families. Results were put back into our planning 
process to plane for each child’s growth. The bridge document was used and all ECE Grant scores were 
entered by mid-December as required.  
 

We have 2 new evacuation sites! Allstate Insurance and the Galloway Post office have agreed to be our new 
sites. These sites offer less walking and more safety for preschoolers in the event of an evacuation. 

 

January 
Wednesday, January 2, 2019 - Make up day for ECE Grant 
Return from Winter Break – Thursday, January 3, 2019 
Friday, January 18, 2019 - No School except for ECE Grant 
Monday, January 21, 2019 – NO SCHOOL 
 

February 
Kidstuff Coupon Book Fundraiser begins 
Preschool Education Workshop – date TBA 
Spring ELA begins – February 15, 2019 
Monday, February 18, 2019 – No School except for ECE Grant 
 

March 
Monday, March 18, 2019 - No Preschool 
Spring Break – Monday, March 25 – 29, 2019 – No Preschool 
 

 

April 
Preschool reopens on Monday, April 1, 2019 
No preschool on 4/22/19 except for ECE students 

 

 
Blessings, 
Pat Emmelhainz 

Preschool News 
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CHUMC News 
Interested in Doing Trips in 2019??? 
Several people have asked me about doing motor coach tours for our church. I think it is a great idea. 
Getting together and traveling with people you know is a lot of fun! You get to experience visiting new 
places and at the same time relax and enjoy good fellowship. You ca n even vote on and pick a name for the 
group. If you would like you could also invite friends to go with you.  
 

I have been in the travel/tour business many years now and have enjoyed every one of them. I plan, package 
and escort the tours, I am always open to suggestions on where people think groups would like to go. If the 
group would prefer I have many suggestions on places to visit and things to see in Ohio and other states. It 
can be  1 day or overnight trips. I am currently, and have been for many years, doing tours for Parkview 
UM Church “Young At Heart” group. Their group leader has already booked 6 tours for 2019: 4-1-day, 1 
overnight and 1—3 day starting in March. 
 

If you are interested in doing this please sign the sign-up sheet in the lobby. The decision will be announced 
in our bulletin in the new future. Feel free to contact me to ask any questions you may have. 
 

Caryl Mueller: 614-851-8686 

Food Pantry Needs 
The food pantry is in need of a few items.  Please see the list below of items to donate: 

 Saltine Crackers 
 Canned Fruit 
 Canned Meat 
 Meat Helpers 
 Fruit Juice 
 Ramen Noodles 

Online Life Group 

Update on Prayer Partners 

We are going to revamp the online life group the first of the year and would like to invite other interested 
people to join us. We will meet the first Wednesday of the month, watch a teaching video, share and pray.  
The rest of the month we will share online.  I am in the process of looking at.  The Wednesday night will 
run from 6:00 to 7:00.  There is child care.  If interested, please contact Ruth Waite at 419-619-0118 or 
ruthwaite59@gmail.com. 

Thanks to everyone who volunteered to participate in the adult-student prayer partners.  At the present 
time we have 17 adults and 17 children paired up.  If you have not had contact from either me or children 
have not been contacted please let me know.  Also, I can add to the list at any time.  My original prayer part-
ner from eight years ago is now finished with graduate school and working in the state of Washington.  We 
shared for 8 years and I am still in contact with her. 
 

We have such an awesome opportunity to surround our children with prayer. 
Ruth Waite 
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CHUMC News 
From your Finance Secretary 
Greetings to everyone! I want to start off by thanking everyone who generously gives each week or month 
throughout the year, you are all a true blessing to our church.  
 

Just a couple of reminders going into the new year: 
• You can log in to your personal record in Breeze and check your giving history at any time. If you need 

help with this please call the office and we can assist you. 
 

• If you would like to have giving envelopes, please contact the office or email me at: 
kpratt@columbiaheightsumc.com. We no longer send out personalized giving envelope booklets, but we 
still do have envelope packs that we can give you for either Monthly or Weekly giving. This change was 
made this past year, due to the cost, and lack of use of the personalized envelopes, as we do not specify 
your giving from an envelope number, we go by your name instead for more consistent tracking. If you 
have any questions please call the office and we can help. 

 

Here’s how you can help make sure everything is credited correctly: 
• Please fill out an envelope with your Name, Amount, mark the Cash or Check box, and information for 

Operating Fund or Other Church Fund. 
 

• Even if you are using a check please fill out an envelope! These are kept on file and are how we log your 
donation for your gift receipt.  These are looked at during audits as well.  

 

• If you give cash and do not want it logged to your donor record or receive a giving statement, you don’t 
need to use an envelope.  

 

I would also like to thank everyone who helps out with the counting each week through the year, both 
weekly helpers and back up counters. All your hard work and dedication to Columbia Heights is greatly 
appreciated.  

 

Blessings, 
Kara Pratt 

Holiday Shopping Reminders 
It’s Holiday Season for  scammers too! They go into scam-overdrive mode. Black Friday and Cyber Monday 
are the busiest on-line shopping days and they are out to get rich with your money. So what to look out for?  
 

• At the moment, there are literally thousands of fake sites, looking just like the real thing. Don't fall for 
it. Make sure the site you go to is the real one. Type in the address or use your bookmark, do not click on 
links in emails with special offers. And while we're at it... 
• Watch out for alerts via email or text that you just received a package from FedEx, UPS or the US Mail, 
and then asks you for some personal information. Don't enter anything.  
• Don't download fake mobile apps that promise big shopping savings, and be very wary of online 

discount coupons. Think Before You Click! 
So, especially now, the price of freedom is constant alertness and willingness to fight back. Remember to 
only use credit cards online, never debit cards. If you think you might have been scammed, stay calm and 
call your credit card company, nix that card and get a new one. Happy Holidays!" 
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Looking Back 

How can we have a Turkey Dinner Blessing without the huge dinner, Bazaar and Recycle Shop that hosted 
hundreds of people each year? Well, the dinner was both a community-builder, a community blessing, and a 
church blessing- and even without the dinner, it and we can still be a blessing. The United Methodist 
Women (UMW) are overwhelmed with joy and thankfulness because you, our church family have made this 
blessing a reality. Your generosity and support are sincerely appreciated. We are thrilled to announce that 
over the past three weeks, our church family has donated $10,473.01 after this past Sunday’s donations. 
Praise God!!!. We love our church and are so blessed to have one another, and our valued ministries. God 
keeps healing lives, guiding minds and encouraging hearts in a multitude of ways. We are continuing to 
provide an opportunity for everyone, especially those of you who have not been able to contribute, to give 
extra at whatever level you can to express your love to God and thankfulness for your church through the 
Turkey Dinner Blessing. Your donation can be placed in an envelope marked Turkey Dinner Blessing, 
dropped off at church during the week, (Tues. - Thurs.), at Sunday worship or mailed to the church. For 
those who maintain giving records, checks will be included on your annual giving statement. Cash gifts will 
be recorded the same way when you include your name, address, email or phone, and amount.  
 

Bless you for your Thankful Giving!!! - Becky McHale 

Turkey Dinner Blessing 

In Remembrance 
This past year has been one full of love, great memories and great loss. We would like to honor those who 
we have lost this year, by listing them below and keeping their families and loved ones in our prayers. Below  
may not be a complete list, but its what we were able to put together based on the information that we had. 
We hope to keep all who have passed this year, whether in our list below or not in our hearts and prayers, 
and know that God is with you and your family and we pray that his love and grace comfort you as we go 
into this holiday season and new year. 
 

Let us remember: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Glen Hymer 
Addie Jewell 
Bill Jewell 

Barbara Metcalf 
Bonnie Perry 

Fred Perry 

Marc Reynolds 
Bob Stormont 
Carty Trabue 

Barbara Trabue 
Earl Hayes 

Bernice Humes 

Cliff Cahil 
Phyllis Kimmel 

Ron Spring 
Eric Bauman 
Scott Fischer 

Trunk or Treat Pictures 


