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FROM PASTOR NATHAN CUSTER 

 

Pastors Passing the Baton June 30: 

 

As most of you know, at the end of June I’m being transferred 
away from our beloved Columbia Heights to become the senior 
pastor of Marysville First United Methodist Church. Pastor 
Ruben Cabanillas is leaving a church that loves him dearly in 
Cincinnati and is coming here to take my place as senior pastor 
of Columbia Heights.  

 

All the emotion and anxiety and excitement of such a leadership 
transition reminds me of that moment in a relay race where the 
runner with the baton who is about to complete his or her leg of the race is about to hand off the 
baton to the next runner. It’s a time of high anxiety, where the race may be won or lost depending 
on how well the hand-off goes. Ruben and I and all the wonderful leaders at Columbia Heights are 
focusing intently and prayerfully throughout this hand-off, and we’re making every effort for the 
transition to go well. And It Will! 

 

This leg of Columbia Heights’ race that I’ve completed with you has prepared the next leg to be one 
of even greater speed and excitement and effectiveness. We’ve worked on the exterior of the 
building, the ‘curb appeal,’ the interior, and the ‘virtual’ presence of the church (through YouTube 
and Facebook and website) to make this such an appealing place to be. We’ve given extra attention 
to and expanded children and youth ministry and have hosted both Russian and Spanish ministries 
through the years. We’ve partnered with local schools and been involved with local community 
organizations such that we have unique partnerships from which to grow in our ministry to the 
community. The new people who have come to our congregation in the past seven years have 
expanded our influence for Christ into neighborhoods and workplaces not previously reached. Our 
life groups and worship services have helped people grow in their walk with Jesus such that some of 
us have been transformed into greater Christlikeness. It’s been a great time, and you’ve been a 
blessing to me, my family, and our community! 

 

Still, it’s just one leg of the race – and we’re ready for the next leg. We won’t throw our baton down 
in anger and we won’t look back and slow our pace, because God has our next leader ready. Pastor 
Ruben is already taking those first strong steps in preparation to receive the baton of leadership, 
and we’ll run this next leg even stronger and faster! The audience of heaven is cheering us – 
cheering YOU – on, and Christ will equip and inspire and enable you to do your part! This 
community is counting on you, precious friend of Columbia Heights, to lead them into the lifesaving 
grace of Jesus. Run the race, together, for God’s glory! I love you!!! 

 

 -Pastor Nathan Custer 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

Saturday  Worship— 6:00pm 

Sunday Contemporary—9:00am 

Sunday Traditional—10:30am 

The Chimes 



MEET OUR NEW PASTOR 

Biography of Rev. Dr. Ruben Cabanillas 
 

 I am looking forward to moving to Columbus and faithfully 
shepherding you at the end of June. My wife and I are longtime fans 
of the Buckeyes and the Columbus Crew.  I was born in the Amazon 
jungle on October 4, 1960, where my parents served as Peruvian 
national missionaries.  I am the 3rd of four children.  I am a third 
generation pastor.  My brother and brother-in-law are currently 
pastoring churches in Lima and directing child sponsorship programs, following in the footsteps of my parents.  
Most of my childhood was spent in the capital city of Lima, where I attended Catholic school, because it 
offered a much better education than the poorly funded public schools.  I have always been a protestant, first 
non-denominational, then Church of God, Anderson, IN, and finally United Methodist.  I have been active in 
church my entire life. I accepted Jesus Christ as my Savior when I was 13.  I began helping the Youth Group 
when I was 14 and was quickly promoted to director of the Youth Group.  
 

Upon graduation from high school, I felt called to go into ministry, but I didn’t know where to go to college.  
The Lord opened the doors for me to broaden my territory.  In early 1980 I received a full scholarship to attend 
Warner Southern College in Lake Wales, FL. I put my full trust in the Lord and moved to central Florida.  I 
played four years on the college soccer team.  In 1985, I graduated with a B.S. degree in Youth Ministry.  A 
few weeks after I graduated from college I got a call from a Christian camp in Warsaw, OH asking if I would 
like a summer job.  I said that I would.  I became the head male counselor at Camp Echoing Hills serving 
developmentally disabled children and adults.  There, I met the head women’s counselor and fell in love with 
her.  I married Jonquil Wagner one year later.  Joni’s family live on a farm in southeastern OH, near Belpre. 
We moved to Anderson, IN, where I attended seminary at Anderson School of Theology.  During my first year 
in seminary in 1987, my wife, Joni, became pregnant and gave birth to our son, Isaac, one week before our one
-year wedding anniversary.  I had to get a full-time job working nights to support my growing family while I 
continued my studies.  In 1989, our second son, Gabriel, was born.  I graduated from Anderson School of 
Theology with a Master of Divinity degree in 1989.   
 

 In 1990, the Lord brought me to Alexandria United Methodist.  I became an Elder and a United States 
citizen while living in Alexandria, which is about 40 minutes east of Columbus.  I served El Redentor United 
Methodist in Toledo, a bi-lingual congregation.  Then we were appointed to West Elkton United Methodist just 
north of Middletown.  My kids attended grade school in West Elkton.  While there, I attended United 
Theological Seminary in Dayton and received a Doctor of Ministry degree.  My doctoral thesis focused on 
cultivating spiritual growth in the local congregation by “Walking to the mountain top with Jesus.”  Although I 
have a doctor’s degree, I prefer everybody to just call me, Pastor Ruben.  I served in West Elkton for 7 years. 
My next appointment was back to central Ohio at Pataskala United Methodist, about 15 miles away from my 
first church in Alexandria.  My kids graduated from high school in Pataskala where I served for 10 years.   
While serving at Pataskala UMC, we purchased a 5-acre mini-farm 20 minutes north of Polaris.  We still own 
this farm, but plan to live in the church parsonage. Joni has worked teaching elementary school and preschool 
in both public schools and Christian schools.  She has founded and directed puppet ministries in all of the 
churches where I have been appointed.  Both of our kids currently live in central Ohio.  Our son, Isaac, and his 
wife Kelly live in Grove City.  They have a 9-year-old son named Joey and a two-year-old son named Luke.  
Our younger son, Gabriel, and his wife, Summer live on our mini-farm in Marengo, OH.  Being appointed to 
Columbia Heights is a major prayer answer. We are now able to live near my children and grandchildren.  I 
also have a brother, Benjamin, who lives in Columbus with his family.   
 

 I look forward to getting to know you and to building up the body of Christ.  I believe in the Bible as 
the Holy Word of God and strive to deliver conservative Bible based sermons.  I can hardly wait to get started!  
My wife and I are spending much time in prayer as we anxiously await our move.  We both want to serve the 
Lord and be in the center of God’s will.  We ask that you pray for our transition as we say good-bye to the 

congregation in Cincinnati where we have served for 9 years!  
 - Ruben Cabanillas 
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PICTURES FROM THE ALL-DAUGHTER CELEBRATION 
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PICTURES FROM THE STAR WARS CELEBRATION EVENT 

I would like to thank the friends and members of the CHUMC congregation for their thoughts, words, 

and deeds during my period of recuperation following my recent surgery. I could feel your prayers as 

they wheeled me into the operating room. I have slowly returned to the choir loft and will return to the 

organ bench shortly. Thank you for all you do, it’s more than you know! - Franklin Cory 

CONGRATS 2019 GRADUATES 

Congratulations to all of the 2019 Graduates! This is a big accomplishment and we would like to 

honor you, If you or someone you know is or has graduated this year we invite you to fill out a blue 

graduate form that way we can honor you or them on our Graduation Sunday June 9th. You can also 

call the office and give them your information as well. Just call: 614-878-4530 and we can take down 

your information and answer any questions you might have. 

THANK YOU NOTE 



A TRUE LIFE STORY OF OUTREACH AND LOVE 

It is really difficult to put into words how impactful the in-School ministry of 

Columbia Heights has been to our community and schools.  When we began 

the ministry last year, our goal was small.  We were just hopeful that we could 

successfully partner and maintain a year long, weekly endeavor with an 

organization that would help us to navigate a tutoring program within one 

school in our church community…one that could maybe motivate a few 

children in a positive way.  We were hopeful that the Communities In Schools 

site coordinator would be someone who could communicate with our 

volunteers well and have a curriculum in place that could both be beneficial to 

students and also be relevant enough to resonate with any volunteers called to 

help with this ministry.  After lots of meetings and time spent coordinating this 

effort, the trial at Prairie Norton Elementary moved forward in 2018 and 

proved successful.   

Working along-side a highly organized site coordinator at Prairie Norton 

who helped us pave the way for a model we could then duplicate in other 

schools, fully enabled everything to come to fruition.  Truly Amazing!  

The demand for volunteers is great within the schools.  We knew this.  But 

finding the right mix of tutorship with just the right opportunity for 

connection that would help us build relationships with students, families, 

and schools was a challenge, and a goal we were not sure could easily be 

obtained.   

 

As we pressed ahead with the program in its second year, we wanted to 

expand it to include 2 elementary schools, one high school, and later a 

middle school…all very close to the church and all with their own 

wonderful site coordinators.  So, we moved ahead in faith over the summer 

with enthusiasm to recruit and organize any persons called to make a difference in the lives of 

children….children who may or may not know the love of Jesus.   

 

The response was overwhelming by our congregation to be involved in this ministry outreach.  As the year 

revealed itself, we realized we had accomplished all we set out to do and more with God’s help and provision!  

And even more amazing was to realize that God had it planned all along.  He put it in the heart of our Senior 

Pastor to feel the needs and to envision the possibilities for everything the program could become.  God also 

paved the way for the right staff leadership to lead and coordinate it as a whole.  He also put in our path, the 

right people within the schools to welcome it and 

work with us each step of the way.  And also…of 

course…God put it in the hearts of those dedicated 

within our church congregation to realize and fulfill 

the volunteer roles that ultimately made the program 

so rewarding and so meaningful both for themselves 

as ministers for God in the schools, but also as a 

blessing to the students and teachers they came in 

contact with each and every week. 

 



Ministering within the high school, in itself, was a major 

breakthrough this year.  We did not have the same goals or 

curriculum components that we did in the lower grades the year 

before.  And building relationships with at risk teens was an 

immense challenge.  I have to admit, we were not completely 

sure our volunteers were up for this task.  However, amazingly, 

and with lots of trial and error, we were able to connect with 

many students in a positive way and ended the year with some 

extremely encouraging notes of thanks and some great strategies 

going into next year.  All of our mentoring partners at Westland 

High School have expressed their motivation to create an even 

better program at the high school level and have renewed their 

commitment to mentoring for the 2020 school year.  We could 

not have asked for more…or a better way to end Pastor Nathan’s 

legacy and final weeks at Columbia Heights. 

 

I know I speak for everyone in both the tutoring and mentoring portions 

of the program, that had it not been for Pastor Nathan’s dedicated 

“hands on” support, and his heart for reaching families and schools…

none of this would have been possible.  His love for the community 

kids and for the people of Columbia 

Heights and the unique way he 

expressed himself, truly is what 

empowered all of us to live out our 

“God call” fearlessly and with true 

purpose.   

 

 

As we say goodbye to Pastor Nathan Custer (ministry partner and leader of 

Columbia Heights), we would be remiss if we did not express how much we 

will MISS YOU, Pastor Nathan!  We also must THANK YOU for the 

spiritual tools you provided us during your time here, through teaching and 

through your sacrificial leadership.  We could not have asked for more or a 

better Pastor, Leader, and Friend.  And we hope to make you proud of us as 

we continue in your example in loving God and each other.  And when you 

ask us, “Do you love me, people of Columbia Heights?”  The answer will be a resounding, YES, we do love 

you teacher!”  And you can trust us to carry on the work of Christ with the same enthusiasm and love for 

people that you modeled for us and helped us grow into better and better over the last 7 years.  Be well and 

know you are loved by many and admired by even more!  Blessings to you and your precious family!!  

 
Your partner in ministry and sister in Christ, 
 
Suzie Smith-Rios  



PRESCHOOL NEWS 

Hello Everyone,  
 

News to Share: 
 
St. Jude’s Trike-A-Thon was held on April 26, 2019. Our event was a huge success! 
48 children rode and raised $2,745.00 for St. Jude Research Hospital. This amount 
will truly help a patient and their family so much.  
 
End of Year events were held on Tuesday, May 28, 2019 a.m. @ 10:30 a.m. ONLY 
& Wednesday, May 29, 2019 @ 10:30 a.m. & 2:00 p.m. Guests attended to watch 
children complete their year.  

 
Pat Emmelhainz has received her Bachelor’s Degree in Early Childhood Education 
from the University of Cincinnati. She graduated summa cum laude. The Preschool 
staff threw a surprise party for her. Thank you for your support and patience as she 
achieved her degree. 
 
The Preschool was fortunate enough to get a grant from TransCanada Charitable 
Foundation to bring COSI here for a visit. The date(s) for this visit were Monday, 
May 20 & Tuesday, May 21, 2019. The workshop topic was Dinosaur Dig! Please 
join us in thanking Lorin Smith for bringing this opportunity to Columbia Heights 
Preschool 
 

June 
Enrollment continues for our 50th year of Preschool 

Administrator office hours Tuesday, Wednesday 9:00 – 2:00 
Administrator vacation June 10-23.  

 
July 

Parent Orientation – Thursday, July 18, 2019 @ 7:00 p.m. 
 

August 
Meet the Teacher Thursday, August 15, 2019 9:00 – 11:45 a.m. 

First day ECE Students – Monday, August 19, 2019 
First day all students – Wednesday, August 21, 2019 

 
 

 
Blessings, 
Pat Emmelhainz 
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Kid Quote for this Issue:  
“A Megalodon Shark ate the Titanic. That’s how it got so big!” 



SUMMER YOUTH SCHEDULE 

  7 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

June 9th—Graduation Sunday at Church 

June 10th—Prairie Township Farmers Market Kick Off—4:00pm 

(Community Center Parking Lot) 

June 14th—Mary Circle Mtg.—12:00pm 

June 16th—Nathan’s Last Sunday & Father’s Day  

June 17th—June 21st—VBS Week 

June 28th—June 29th—Prairie Township Fire Dpt. 70th yr. Fish Fry 

June 29th—Westland Area Parade 

June 30th—Pastor Ruben’s First Sunday & Picnic at the Park—12pm 

July 4th—Independence Day—Church Office Closed 

July 18th—Life Line Screening—9:00am—5pm 

Dates Events 

6/9 Summerfest Kickoff Pool Party 

6/12 Hang Out Night 

6/19 Hang Out Night 

6/26 Hang Out Night 

June  Bingo Night @ Lincoln Village—Date to be announced 

June Service Project—Date to be announced 

July Overnighter—Date to be announced 

7/28  Faith and Family Baseball Night 

Jonathan has a lot planned for our youth group Rooted this summer! Below is a rough schedule of 
what he has planned, for more details and locations please contact Jonathan at: 
jrodriguez@columbiaheightsumc.com. 



A PRAYER FOR SUMMER 

Loving God, Creator of all times and places, 
we thank you for the gift of summertime, 

the days of light, warmth and leisure. 
Thank you for the beauty that surrounds us everywhere we look: 

the multi-colored flowers, 
the deep blue of the sky, 

the tranquil surface of lakes, 
the laughter of children at play, 

people strolling in park, 
families gathered around picnic tables and 

the increased time to spend with family and friends. 
As we open our eyes and ears to the landscape of nature and people,  

open our hearts to receive all as gift.  
Give us that insight to see you as the Divine Artist.  

Help us to realize and appreciate that you are laboring 
to keep all in existence. 

And warm our souls with the awareness of your presence. 
Let all the gifts we enjoy this summer 

deepen our awareness of you love 
so that we may share this with others and enjoy  

a summertime of re-creation. 
Amen 

 
 

Source: https://www.marquette.edu/faith/prayer-summer.php 

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Columbia Heights United 
Methodist Church 

 
775 Galloway Rd. 

Galloway, OH 43119 
 

Phone: 614-878-4530 
Fax: 614-878-1877 

Email: 
Admin@columbiaheightsumc.com 


