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FROM PASTOR NATHAN CUSTER 
A.) HOW DO YOU DECIDE WHAT YOU SHOULD BELIEVE AND DO?  

This past February the General Conference of the United Methodist Church made 
some controversial decisions that affected the entire denomination. Can you imagine being 
one of those 800+ delegates who had that responsibility?!?! How would you decide what you 
thought you should do for the entire 12 million United Methodists worldwide??? (Sometimes 
I can’t even decide what to eat for breakfast!) Then once we decide what to believe and what 
to do, that leads us to the next question: 
 

B.) HOW DO YOU LIVE AROUND PEOPLE WHO DISAGREE WITH YOU?  
First, to begin to answer these two questions, let’s start at the very end of our lives and work 
backward. We’re going to die. Hopefully it will be after decades of making a million decisions 
that produced millions of actions, and then we’ll see God “face to face.” The only thing we take 
with us when we die is our soul that was involved in those decisions and actions, so it would 
make sense to base our belief-making and decision-making on that what we hope that 
encounter with God will be like for us. I don’t know about you, but for me – I’d like that face 
to face encounter with God to go well! So, we can first ask ourselves, “When face to face with God, will I be proud of how 
I decided what to do?” 
 

Second, it would help to know what God expects of us, so that when we see God face to face, God will say, “YES! You did 
what I wanted you to do (mostly!)!” Now, here’s where things get tricky…because according to our Bible, what God has 
wanted some people to do at sometimes is not necessarily what God has wanted all people to do at all times. Jesus told 
one young man to sell all he had and give the money to the poor, but he didn’t require that of all of his disciples. Paul 
told some people to greet one another with a holy kiss but didn’t tell everyone to do that. God told Moses to tell the 
Jewish people around 1500 BC that they could divorce by just giving out a divorce certificate, but God told us through 
Jesus not to get divorced at all except maybe in cases of severe unfaithfulness. And, can we stone to death a witch or a 
person caught in adultery? Not now, according to Jesus, but back in Old Testament times the Jews were allowed to. 
What has God always wanted all people to do? Well, we know it’s not easy to know exactly what God expects, and we 
know that in the Old and New Testaments we’re told to love God and love our neighbor as much as we love ourselves 
and that similar ideas are found in many other religions as well (and that ‘love your neighbor idea is held even by 
atheists) so that combination of humility and love is probably a good place to start!  
 

So, since we may at times only know generally what God expects of us and may struggle and even 
disagree on what particularly God wants, we have to just do our best to decide and act in specific 
ways based on those generalities in a way that we’ll be proud of when we see God face to face at our 
death. 
 

So now, since we won’t all agree on the particular ways, we should express that love, “HOW DO YOU LIVE AROUND 
PEOPLE WHO DISAGREE WITH YOU!?” Even with yourself: have you always agreed with yourself 100% throughout 
the years about what was most loving and what was most right? I haven’t – and I bet you haven’t either. And within your 
family – have you always agreed with your parents on what was right for them to do to you, and have you always agreed 
with your kids or friends about what was good for you to do or them to do? Probably not. And yet, many times, we’re 
able to accept them in our lives because we’re convinced their intentions are loving, even if their 
specifics are disagreeable to us.  
 

For instance: Some people think drinking alcohol is not in itself a sin but it can be sinful when it leads to drunkenness 
and/or other sinful behaviors. Other people think drinking any alcohol at all is a sin. They may really disagree on this 
point, and yet may both be motivated by love – a desire to love God, love each other, and keep one another holy and 
righteous in behavior. They may be uncomfortable around each other when one is drinking and the other is not, and 
they may be uncomfortable around each other when talking about this subject – but does LOVE require 
COMFORT? No, especially if you’re a fish and bird in love! You might love each other but it’s physically impossible to 
comfortably live together! 
 

That’s my thought for you in this time. When you make decisions, base those on love for God and for each other, and 
when you act, act from that basis and not on what is just comfortable or uncomfortable. Comfort is comfort, it is not 
love. Sometimes love leads to comfort, and sometimes love leads to discomfort. Agreement is not love. Sometimes love 
leads to agreement, and sometimes it leads to agreeing to stay friends in the midst of disagreement. I pray we will be led 
by and motivated by God’s love regardless of whether it leads in this life to comfort or agreement. Amen.  
 

 -Pastor Nathan Custer 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

Saturday  - 6:00pm 

Sunday Contemporary—9:00am 

Sunday Traditional—10:30am 

The Chimes 



WHO WILL TAKE THE SON? - a creative story 

A wealthy man and his son loved to collect rare works of 
art. They had everything in their collection, from Picasso to 
Raphael. They would often sit together and admire the 
great works of art.. When the Vietnam conflict broke out, 
the son went to war. He was very courageous and died in 
battle while rescuing another soldier. The father 
was notified and grieved deeply for his only son.  
 

About a month later, just before Christmas,  There was a 
knock at the door. A young man stood at the door with a 
large package in his hands. He said, 'Sir, you don't know 
me, but I am the soldier for whom your son gave his life He 
saved many lives that day, and he was carrying me to safety 
when a bullet struck him in the heart and he died 
instantly... He often talked about you, and your love for art.' 
The young man held out this package 'I know this isn't 
much. I'm not really a great artist, but I think your son 
would have wanted you to have this.' The father Opened the 
package. It was a portrait of his son, painted by the young 
man. He stared in awe at the way the soldier had captured 
the personality of his son in the painting. The father was so 
drawn to the eyes that his own eyes welled up with tears. 
He thanked the young man and offered to pay him for the 
picture. 'Oh, no sir, I could never repay what your son did 
for me. It's a gift.' The father hung the portrait over his 
mantle. Every time visitors came to his home he took them 
to see the portrait of his son before he showed them any of 
the other great works he had collected.  
 

The man died a few months later. There was to be a great 
auction of his paintings. Many influential people gathered, 
excited over seeing the great paintings and having an 
opportunity to purchase one for their collection. On the 
platform sat the painting of the son. The auctioneer 
pounded his gavel. 'We will start the bidding with this 
picture of the son. Who will bid for this picture?'  There was 
silence... Then a voice in the back of the room shouted, 'We 
want to see the famous paintings. Skip this one.'  But the 
auctioneer persisted 'Will somebody bid for this painting? 
Who will start the bidding? $100, $200?' Another voice 
angrily. 'We didn't come to see this painting. We came to 

see the Van Gogh's, the 
Rembrandts. Get on 
with the Real bids!' But 
still the auctioneer 
continued. 'The son! 
The son! Who'll take 
the son?'  
 

Finally, a voice came from the very back of the room. It was 
the longtime gardener of the man and his son. 'I'll give $10 
for the painting...' Being a poor man, it was all he could 
afford. 'We have $10, who will bid $20?' 'Give it to him for 
$10. Let's see the masters.' The crowd was becoming angry. 
They didn't want the picture of the son. They wanted the 
more worthy investments for their collections. The 
auctioneer pounded the gavel. 'Going once, twice, SOLD for 
$10!' A man sitting on the second row shouted, 'Now let's 
get on with the collection!' The auctioneer laid down his 
gavel. 'I'm sorry, the auction is over.' 'What about the 
paintings?'  
 

'I am sorry. When I was called to conduct this auction, I 
was told of a secret stipulation in the will... I was not 
allowed to reveal that stipulation until this time. Only the 
painting of the son would be auctioned. Whoever bought 
that painting would inherit the entire estate, including the 
paintings. The man who took the son gets everything!'  God 
gave His son over 2,000 years ago to die on the Cross. 
Much like the auctioneer, His message today is: 'The Son, 
the Son, who'll take the Son?' Because, you see, whoever 
takes the Son gets everything!  
 

FOR GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD HE GAVE HIS ONLY 
BEGOTTEN SON, WHO SO EVER BELIEVETH, SHALL 
HAVE ETERNAL LIFE...THAT'S LOVE   
 

- Story submitted by: Rick Weber 
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PICTURES FROM CHRISTMAS EVE 



Our youth group Rooted went to the Lincoln Village Assisted Living facility on Feb. 19th and played Bingo with 
the residents. It was a fun and enjoyable night for everyone. 

 

Our Ash Wednesday Service will be this coming 

Wednesday! Please join us on March 6th at 

7:00pm in the Sanctuary. We hope you can bless 

us with your presence. 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE—MARCH 6TH 
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PICTURES FROM YOUTH BINGO NIGHT 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

March 6th—Ash Wednesday Service—7:00pm 

March 11th—VBS Planning Mtg.—5:30pm 

March 16th—Sarah’s Kitchen Volunteer Opportunity  

April 6th—Easter Egg Hunt 

April 7th—Blood Drive—9:00am 

April 18th—Maundy Thursday Drama—7:00pm 

April 19th—Good Friday Service—7:00pm 

April 21st—Easter Sunday—9:00am & 10:30pm 

April 27th—Ladies Relaxation Day 

May 4th—All-Daughters Celebration 

This year VBS will be the week of June 17th-21st. There will be a VBS meeting 

on Monday March 11th at 5:30pm. Thank you to everyone who has signed up 

so far to help, please keep an eye out in future bulletins for more requests and 

ways you can help make this all happen! 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 



If anyone can join us we are providing the noon meal at Sarah’s Kitchen to approximately 150 guest located in 

the Westgate United Methodist Church on Saturday March 16th. Volunteers are needed to help with set up, 

serving and clean up. The church is located at 61 S. Powell Ave Columbus, 43204. Times are 10:00 am to 2:00 

pm. If interested, please contact Vicki Clifford at 614-205-0469  

WESTSIDE FREE STORE MINISTRIES—SAT. MARCH 16TH 

We are in the planning process for our Easter Egg Hunt this year. We 

were disappointed that we could not have one last year, but are happy to 

announce that we will this year on Saturday April 6, 2019! We need your 

help and would like to ask the congregation to start bringing in donations 

of plastic eggs and candy or trinkets to add to them now so we can get 

things prepped and started for the event. You can bring your donations 

into the office. We hope you can help us out! 

EASTER EGG HUNT—SAT. APRIL 6TH 

Join us for our next blood drive on Sunday April 7th in Fellowship Hall from 

9:00am—2:00pm. Walk-ins are welcome, but scheduling an appointment is 

preferred. To make an appointment please call 1-800-RED CROSS or visit 

redcrossblood.org, sponsor code: CHUMC. 

BLOOD DRIVE—SUN. APRIL 7TH 

We hope you can make it to our Maundy Thursday Drama on Thursday April 

18th at 7:00pm. This is a live dramatization of Leonardo DaVinci's painting of 

the “Last Supper”. It is a wonderful show and enjoyed by all. We hope you can 

come! 

MAUNDY THURSDAY DRAMA—THURS. APRIL 18TH 

Join us on April 17th at 7PM for our Good Friday Worship Service 

here at Columbia Heights UMC in our Sanctuary.  We welcome you 

to bring your friends and family for a wonderful evening service. 

GOOD FRIDAY—FRIDAY APRIL 17TH 
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Pictures are worth a thousand words and it felt like we had a thousand cars in our parking lot for the recent 

memorial service of Rachel Cunningham.   So many people came to our church from all over the city, and we 

were not adequately prepared for the overwhelming response of persons wanting to show their love and respect 

on that day.  Thank you so much to all of you who helped people to park, gave them a welcoming place to show 

their respects with cards and flowers and kind words and all that you did in Rachel’s honor.  The Church truly 

showed the love of Christ that day in so many ways.  Thank you so very much! 

Calling all daughters, We invite you to a Mother’s Day Celebration on Saturday 

May 4th here at Columbia Heights Church. We are not all mothers, and not 

every mother has a daughter, but all women are daughters, so come celebrate 

with us at our “All Daughter Celebration.” More information will be available in 

future bulletins. 

LADIES RELAXATION DAY—SAT. APRIL 27TH 

AS WE GATHER TOGETHER... 

We are in the planning process for our Easter Egg Hunt this year. We 

were disappointed that we could not have one last year, but are happy 

to announce that we will this year on Saturday April 6, 2019! We need 

your help and would like to ask the congregation to start bringing in 

donations of plastic eggs and candy or trinkets to add to them now so 

we can get things prepped and started for the event. You can bring 

your donations into the office. We hope you can help us out! 

EASTER DAY—SUN. APRIL 21ST 

As an outreach event to bless the hardworking ladies of our community, 

Bernie Miller is organizing a mid-Saturday time of pampering and food at our 

church on April 27th. If you’d like to help make the day special please contact 

Bernie at berniemiller65@gmail.com, or 614-218-4614. 

ALL-DAUGHTER TEA—SAT. MAY 4TH 
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PRESCHOOL NEWS 

Hello Everyone,  
 
News to Share: 
 
Family Education Workshop was held on February 7, 2019. Topic: Critical 
thinking skills for children. Only 3 families attended, but a wonderful 
experience overall. 
 
One of our students, Harper, has been in NCH PICU unit for all of January & 
part of February. She was diagnosed w/ acute flaccid myelitis. The preschool 
is supporting the family with various fundraisers as insurance and other costs 
mount. We will coordinate with CHUM as details become available. Keep 
Harper in your prayers!   

 
 

March 
Enrollment begins March 1, 2019 for our 50th year of Preschool 
Lifetouch Photos w/ Spring & Graduation pictures March 11 & 12, 2019 
Monday, March 18, 2019 - No Preschool 
Joe Lyons Magic Show – March 20 & 21, 2019 
Spring Break – Monday, March 25 – 29, 2019 – No Preschool 
 

April 
Preschool reopens on Monday, April 1, 2019 
No preschool on 4/19/19 
No preschool on 4/22/19 except for ECE students 
St. Jude Trike-A-Thon 4/26/19 Family Event Day 
Pat graduates University of Cincinnati 4/28/19 
Parent-Teacher Conferences TBD 
 

May 
No Preschool on 5/27/19 
Last Days May 29 & 30, 2019 
Staff Work 5/30/19 PM – Last Day 
 
Blessings, 
Pat Emmelhainz 
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Kid Quote for this Issue:  
Child to Teacher – Hey! I know how to do my name in silence! 



This past January many daughters’ of Christ got together in our church to 
celebrate God and each other.  To appreciate the many trials we face as 
women, mothers, daughters, grandmothers, caregivers, teachers, leaders and 
friends.  Many with very tragic circumstances that the raw emotions were 
spilled out in front of us which made us think, and made us love and respect 
each other more.  In many ways we share the same challenges and we had a 
chance to listen and interact and experience some pretty intense emotions in 
the process of trying to understand ourselves a little better. 

The six women speakers were 
phenomenal and gave us a reality 
check, helping us to see some of 
the flawed ways we look at 
ourselves and each other.  We are 
so hard on ourselves.  We try so 
hard to be what “we think” people 
and what “we think” God expects 
from us and often times we fail 
miserably.  We will never be 
perfect.  So, why should we try?  
How do we keep a smile on our 
face when we know we are not 
good enough for God or even that 
we don’t hold up to our own 
expectations for ourselves.  Can 
really just putting one foot in 

front of the other, emotionally bankrupt and feeling unworthy, be good 
enough?   There has to be more.  Please let there be more.  

Well, God says YES!  There is more!  And we are enough with his power!  And 
not only are we enough, but God says “We Are Chosen”!  We are chosen for a 
purpose…multiple purposes, in fact!  Each of us are chosen for specific calls in 
our lives.  We are made perfectly in the image of God and we are enough!!!  
We are broken, and we will fall short…but that’s okay.  When we fall, we will 
always get back up and continue our call, our mission.  Continue our purpose 
and ultimately find joy in the occasional triumphs and beautifully created 
circumstances, big or small, that capture our heart.  We learned not to 
overlook those precious moments that will never come again…at least not in 
the same way with the same people. 

We are grateful for our families, our friends, our neighbors, our church family, 
and all those people lucky enough to take space in our lives.  We are strong 
and we are wise and we continue to get better and do better every day.  We 
ARE CHOSEN! 

Thank you for coming to the conference and believing in yourselves through 
the power of Jesus Christ.  Thank you for sharing a meal and worshiping 
proudly to the Lord in all of his Glory!  What a blessing this ministry has been 
to the church.  Let’s keep it going and remind each other often of our WORTH 
and our JOY! 

Suzie Smith-Rios 

2019 CHOSEN WOMENS CONFERENCE 
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A PRAYER FOR SPRING 

Dear Lord, 
This spring 

it is -  not -  just 
the flowers and the trees 

that are getting my attention, 
igniting my zeal, and  

exploding my thankfulness to you 
for the birth of a new growing season. 

 
I perceive that my spiritual life 

is getting ready to burst out and blossom with new 
spiritual growth and beauty. 

I give you praise! 
Amen 
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